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May Be Called Before Bar Assn. 








MEXICAN AIR 


Lawyers Chiseling In on Tatent 7, | F] 
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CLEAN-UP D 








B way Columns Cuffo House Organ 
For the Cafes, Says Nitery Mgr. 








+ i 
Lawyer-agents are becoming the Understatement Mees Fancy Biz ‘eats greatest aes amie ser <8 
bane of the New York talent ped- ° See is the way one fashionable Par 
lers. Where actor-clients are sold to | Mexican Government Now wi avenue nitery owner describes the 
stage shows, radio or pictures, some Sydney, Feb. 3. | Conscious of Bad Repute | Monday (15) last week there Broadway columns for the manner 


of the lawyers are declaring them- 
selves in on the regular agents’ 
commissions. These cut-in attorneys, 


Pic exec took a guest home to 
dinner recently. Called away 
for a brief time he gave the 


can’t spell for shucks,” the guest 


‘of Its Stations—Will Dras- | 


tically Reform Entire Sys- 


MANY SQUAWKS 


were but four single tickets in 
the Booth, N. Y., rack for the 
following eight performances of 





were on the hoof. 








joints, 


in which they .constantly mention 
the names of the so-called ‘smart’ 
even augmenting that with 


senti s iti guest a copy of VarRIETy to read. : || ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ candid camera stuff and the like. Pe 
ode ee Phan yy “i On his return exec asked his || tem ass Next Year—Wants || That is claimed to be unprece- ‘No one ever dreamed that a glori- 
legal advice, but also want.to share friend what he thought of the | Tourists | dented on Broadway, fied saloon would ever get so much 
part of 10% (or better) booking publication. Saturday afternoon the box attention,’ he observed. This apropos 
commish. . ‘Well, all I can say is that || Tee er py office stopped selling standee of the constant stream of news- 
A group of prominent 10%ers in those fellows over in America | admissions, after 69 persons hounds who, looking for chaff to 


the east are planning to take matter 
up’ with Actors’ Equity and, if get- 
ting that body’s formal support, use 
it as evidence in squawks to the 
Bar Association charging violation 
of legal ethics. 


replied. 











BIGGEST MET 


| cleaned up, 


Mexican radio, last stand of the 
quacks, dream-readers and Rogge 
merchandise peddlers, i 
like a bedroom Prodi in 





| 


NO AIR BILLING, 





their journalistic mills, inevitably 
mention this or that spot, by name, 
thus constituting an endless succes- 
sion of free advertisements. 

That’s why, aver these Bonifaces, 
it’s the cheapest form of exploita- 
tion to ‘be nice’ to the newspaper 


This new cut-in is an offshoot of | Boston. Years of squawking by | boys and girls because, once smitten 
the many Broadway barristers who | American and Canadian broadcast- , | With this or that spot, they ballyhoo 
have become glorified talent agents. 'ers at the interference to signals it in a manner which no amount of 
They render dual service to clients— . | 


protecting them legally on contract 
terms, and also turning salesman. 
Not selling directly im most cases, 
but through a regular 10%er. Lat- 
ter must split with the lawyer who 
controls and guides the actor. Agents 
complain that when they recommend 
somebody to an attorney in a divorce 
suit, for example, they don’t declare 
themselves in on the lawyers’ fees. 





~Movietone’s Idea to 


Fly the Coronation 


IN 5 YEARS 


Flushed . with its best financial 
season in some years, the Metropoli- 
tan Opera is convinced that there is 
more coin or its wa~blers now lurk- 
ing in the hinterlands than in a long 
time. Consequently Met's spring 
tour will be more expansive than 
has since ’way back. 

Cleveland has been 





added, first 


will also bear fruit. Mexico is due 
to impose strict rules in all direc- 
tions—programs, engineering and 
equipment. 

Mexico has gotten hep to the idea 
that its brand of radio was giving it 
a bad name and that Mexican radio, 
old style, impeded rather than aided 
the country in its wish to attract 
American and Canadian tourists. 
Now a reversal is in prospect. As 


(Continued on page 29) 
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TELEVISION HAS ITS 





SONGSMITHS 





Inc., has entangled itself with NBC | 
and Columbia on a question of 
prestige. 
company are demanding that the 
networks give him personal billing | 
when they play his picture tunes. 
John Royal, NBC program chief, 
terms the Berlin concern’s idea 
arbitrary and asserts that once the 


| paid advertising could approximate. 


Publishing firm of Irving weet. | 


This particular host feels safe in 
joshing the newspapers for becom- 
ing a gratis ‘house organ’ for his 
joint, and the other popular spots, 
because it’s now reached the stage 
where they couldn't cut down for 
fear the competish would scoop ’em 


| on some bit of news or gossip that 


Berlin’s associates in the | might break almost any night. 





Drama Critic, Wary 
Of Lighted Matches, 


time in five years the Met has web yields to the wishes of a song- ° 
N | A ° trouped that far west. Ten per- RACKETS ALREADY writer the logical sequence will be Forces Fire Issue 
ewsree S to merica formances will be given in city an air full of credits. 














auditorium there, largest number Washington, Feb. 23 Harry Link, professional mgr. of A ' ; 
a 5 ays } ’ . - : rd c , ‘as 
Lond Feb. 23 Met has ever vouchsafed the town.| Mail-order school holding forth | the Berlin firm, did the contacting dintuaieinanin Sane prs gy = 
peo elgg Boston will get 12 performances; last | hopes of highly-paid jobs in tele- | Of the networks on the proposition. cages *y ayers an 


British Movietone News is figuring 
on getting the best break in connec- 
tion with the Coronation, in spite of 
agreement among newsreels to pool 
resources for the big story. Latest 
notion is to have Col. Lindbergh fly 
prints of the black and white ver- 
sion, and maybe undeveloped nega- 





year the Hub was accorded only 
seven. Newark is back on the route, 
with a one-niter. Rochester, N. Y.., 
will get its annual single, Hartford, 
Conn., down for two performances, 
has already had first with one to go. 
Brooklyn has witnessed two of the 


vision ran afoul of the Federal Trade 
Commission last week. 

Declaring representations are ex- 
aggerated, misleading and 


untrue, | 
Commish issued complaint charging | 
| unfair competition against American | 


| Srnec naar 


| Television Institute, Inc.. of Chicago. | 


In presenting his company’s position 
Link declared that he was not try- 
ing to establish something new 
Credit is given on the air in the in- 
stance of Cole Porter and Jerome 
(Continued on page 27) 


lobbies of New York 


has 


legit theatres 
but another 
being con- 
aldermanic hearings, 


been withdrawn, 
protective measure is 
sidered, After 


at which the managers protested the 


proposed law as discriminatory, it 
was stated that the ordinance was 


- s t practical nor workable 

: carded five ror this year, Philly has | firm which advertises that bi no ‘ ‘ 
tiv , : ; At p ertises é § | (| B h D Managers pointed ¢ s - 
ao yb eB gape +a ee = likewise seen two of its allotted half- | openings are available in picture | are oot e onates ey ee oe ni Pre we hy pee 
sheet « 2 ic, reac ing ew : or doz. What remains of the spring | broadcasting, claims to own a huge picture and vaudfilm wenn : dt * 
a day after shooting here. tour will commence in Baltimore. | }aporatory and operate several tele- y ane oe 


Deal with Lindy is at the moment 


Craig says he intends to join the 


58) 





000,000 nut to their 1937 production, 


| vision 


stations, also 


PETER “ARNO’S THESPIC YEN 


| All ‘Women’ Royalties 


and other such groups. 


proposed stringent measure for legit 


only an idea in the mind of Sir | (Continued on: page : : — a to - | theatres was unfair. They also com- 
: ee ee eee |place postage-stamp graduates in sc aia ag emerge ’ 2 Signe 
Gordon Craig, local Movietone man- |handsome spots in the industry Clare Boothe, author of ‘TI nee ee Ss ee 
ager, who talked the plan over with ’ mcrae stent : ee ty Wen? / 7 nll (Continued on page 70) 
. ‘ sh says it’s all ime ary Yomen,’ one of the strongest b.o 
Tru Vv al. Ss Commish says it’s all imaginary, : g ’ iain na Meee: 5 
tint went chan pg o> ~ S.A. Bally to Sal age Ci except that promoters are engineers | clicks in town, is turning all her 
lison and Beryl - Fa ete athe Frost- Bitten Orange Crop for unidentified broadcasting  sta- royalty payments from the show . 
oe Ser | tions. over to charity, dividing the coin up it- Oownl Lavo oes Fro 
expressed willingness to face the | San Bernadino, Feb. 23. l hatween Retinees’ Laneee Wiel 
journey with the reels. With frost having added a $60.- ie ae eee | Between wie ULOrs League Fun 





San Francisco, Feb. 23. 


: | : ; Miss Boothe is the wife of Henry 
flight;so as to step out of the plane | National Orange -Show backers fig- Hollywood, Feb. 23. R. Luce, editor of Time and Fortune A local burly house's offer of a 
| ure rel Jack with sex a mg Peter Arno-may trade his ease : a io ie ; » “rminate 7 
(Continued on page 67) a to get it back with sex appeal. e may trade his easel fo1 and figures that keeping the money job «suddenly terminated Robert 





Show which opened Friday (19) and 


using ‘Gay Hollywood’ as themer, 


grease-paint. 
turn actor. 


Deal is on for him to 














|; will only complicate her 
statements, with little, 


income tax 


if any of the 


Harmon's one-man sitdowpn strike in 


a theatre in Willow Glenn, near San 


. . . > aving Sam Goldwyn studi as é al set, — Jose arme¢ sai > WAS ; 
Nurse, Bring Me My Mike figures on 250,000 fruit-lovers paying im G yn studio has a deal set, (05, remaining hers anyway, if she Jose. Harmon, who said he was an 
within the week to see an orange all but the signatures, with the did totnin it. unemployed salesman, made the the- 
F ' Spokane, Feb. 23. | unblackened by icy blasts or smudge | Zeppo Marx agency handling. ae — | atre his home for five days last week 
rom a hospital bed Carroll Fos- after .j ’ ana 
z pots. |after announcing to the manage- 
~ filled his regular spot as m.c. on| Show opened like a Hollywood T h PRISONERS’ ‘SONGS tment that he intended to stay un- 
ane Mother Nature Seltzer program | preview, plastered with searchlights, oug prpecen Bob Roller and Bob Wiley have til he won a bank night prize. He 
ord mp Y last week. Two days trapeze acts and strippers wt &§#  §#§#8Fa8 placed song, ‘Stop Me If You've had his meals delivered and slept on 
ee Foster had his appendix re-| snowballs at each other, which Des Moines. Feb. 23 Heard This,’ with Milton Weil, Chi a couch in. the lobby, covered with 
: rned out to be oranges. Gal in a a "he 4 ase music pub. Roller also free-lances ‘ ‘ts se » friends , 
He also writes the script for nathine- a. muffler pay s ates | Local church had to change | with fiction while Pane : wie re “ veart ; 5 tae a ee 
‘ s F g suit, é Skates P : , . ; \ > pz - e 5S} swa ¢ im. 
George Stout, program comic. This against a background of skiis and a | its choir practice session so that | readying another musical work, | Without a farewells, Harmon 
new variety program has replaced | foreground of oranges looked okay | it wouldn't conflict with bank ‘Suite in G-Minor,’ for fall disappeared last Thur day bringing 
* — . . n g - > + ‘es. * i ’ r . : ° } rch} se « ‘ ‘ > ~ 
. KFPY’s regular Saturday night com-| except that the oranges weren't ight at the theatre Both are guests of the California! to an abrupt end his much-public- 
nunity sing, previously unsponsored, ! frostbitten. | State Prison, Represa, Cal. ‘ized sit-down strike. 
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Sos Free for the Asking, but It’s 
No Go at $5,000 for a Ciggie Ad 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

There’s considerable gnashing of 
teeth and gnawing at nails among 
the cinema great on two major lots 
since the arrival here of Jack Peg- 
ler to line up luminaries for Lucky 
Strike endorsements and radio ap- 
pearances. When the Lord & Thomas 
rep hit the burg and started on the 
rounds to pass out a few of those 
$5,000 checks he was told, but firm- 
ly, to detour around Metro and 
Warners. No apples there, he was 
given to understand, as the Viggies 


of those lots have forbidden (by 
cont.<.ct) their favored sons and 
daughters to barter their auto- 


graphs for a mere mess of currency. 

That burned the marquee mob 
and a few of them started to add 
up their losses. One worthy let go 
with the lament that around $30,000 
went with the wind because he was 
forced to pass up that kind of 
coin for a few testimonials. They 
squawked to their agents who in 
turn let go an anguished yowl at 
the studio exces. But it was still 
no apples, so what to do about it. 

‘You Wait and See’ 

Some threats were heard that it'll 
be a different story when comes the 
day for contract inking. PYoducers 
either must let down the bars or 
find some of their pets anchored at 
other studios. That’s how the dirge 
sounds now, anywa,. 

Pegler, perforce, passed up the 
two studios and started the rounds 
of the others. Players were classed 
in groups from A to D with the coin 
starting at $1,000 and graduating up- 
ward to $5,000. When the word got 
around that a certain actor grabbed 
himself off a 5G spot, the gang that 
had to say ‘no’ put on a fresh burn. 
Once more the deeply hurt ones 
poured their woe into the ears of 
the tinhats. How, they were asked, 
could they make that trip abroad 
for the coronation unless they had 
the wherewithal to finance the jour- 
ney in a manner that would reflect 
credit on their employers? The 
answer was still no. 
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AGENT CRACK DOWN 


Metro Denies %’ers Run of Lot, 
Classes Them With Yokels 








Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Once again Metro has gone on a 
rampage against the sightseeing 
yokels—but paying particular atten- 
tion to agents and salesmen. 

There are two entrances now in- 
stead of one, visitors and employes, 
respectively, Former practice of an 
agent going on the lot to see one 
person and then interviewing several 


is out. Passes now are for specific 
destinations. Principals mow okay 
the ducats. 


Final whack at tourists is .that 
they can’t loiter around all day as 
previously, only from 2 to 5 p.m, 





Too Many Westerns; 
Pic Producers Can’t 
Find Cal. Locations 


Hollywood, Feb, 23. 


They’re making so many westerns 
around Kernville, Cal., that produc- 
ers can’t find sufficient space to light. 
Currently, Harry Sherman's unit 
shooting the next Hopalong Cassidy 
picture has caused postponement of 
the start of Edward Finney’s Grand 
National mesquiteer, ‘Hittin’ the 
Trail.’ 

Town is experiencing a boom, Ho- 
tels, cafes and auto camps are 
crowded to the rafters, 


DESPITE PRESS CHILL, 
SONJA’S ICE B. 0. HOT 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Sonja Henie’s appearance at the 














It was the easiest pickup that has 
come their way in years yet they 
had to pass it up. All required for 
the 5G largesse was to allow one’s 
name to be used in the newspaper 
and magazine ads, and to do three 
minutes on the radio. And some of 
them Lucky smokers, too—on the 
level. 

The lads with the Midas-touch, 
Pegler and Sherwood Silliman, as- 
sistant advertising director of Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co., have gone back 
east. But the bitter memory of their 
visit still lingers on—at Metro and 
Warners. 

And to think they have to give 
those sigs free to punks who accost 
them outside the Brown Derby. 

Where’s the justice? they ask. 


EARL BALDWIN’S NEW 
PRODUCER PACT AT WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Serving the second longest period 
as a producer on the lot, Earl Bald- 
win has been given a new contract at 
Warners. He has been on the lot 
nine years. Robert Lard is the stu- 
dio's Nestor. 

Baldwin will supervise the new 
Marion Davies picture, ‘Ever Since 
Eve,’ in which Robert Montgomery 
and Patsy Kelly will appear. Lloyd 
Bacon will direct, with production 
slated for March 1. 


Hollywood The Winnah 


Mrs. Margaret Mitchell, author of 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ will probably 
go to Hollywood after all. 

Author vowed that not only .was 
she through writing, on the theory 
she couldn’t duplicate her best-sell- 














er, but that she wasn’t interested |: 


in doing any Hollywood scripting 
attendant to Dave Selznick’s filmiza- 
tion of the novel. Now she’s under- 
stood changing her attitude and will 
probably ‘sit-in: 





Connell Orig for Crosby 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Richard Connel! is writing an orig- 


ture to be made by Emanuel Cohen 
for Paramount release. 

Arthur Johnston and John Burke, 
who cleffed ‘Pennies From Heaven, 
will repeat on the coming opis. 


Stadium Ice Carnival here resulted 
in a complete sellout for the four 
days, and an extra matinee had to be 
added to take care of the demand. 
Estimated 70,000 people attended for 
the four days, Thursday to Sunday 
(18-21), inclusive, establishing a 
world’s attendance record for ice car- 
nivals. Box office gross was esti- 
mated at $100,000. 

Olympic champion took a good 
deal of manhandling from the local 
newspapers, which pictured her as 
temperamental, giving the breaks to 
Bess Ehrhardt, much-touted Wiscon- 
sin acrobatic ice performer and for- 
mer acrobatic dancer. Claims were 
made of temperament, egotism and 
unwillingness on the part of the 
Henie girl to recognize the other per- 
former, and that she kept managers 
of the troupe up until 3 a. m. ar- 





ranging the program so that it would 
suit herself and belittle the others. 

The champion got $32,400 for her 
share of the five performances in 
four days’ receipts. 





Veiller on ‘Stage Door’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Anthony Veiller will do the screen- 
play of ‘Stage Door’ at RKO. 
Pandro S. Berman will produce the 
picture from the Edna Ferber-George 
S. Kaufman stage play. 





Column syndicated by McNaught in 


join the fold—San Francisco Chron- 


be a larger number of filmusicals 
and more elaborately staged ones in 
the 1937-38 picture season, eastern 
talent divisions of major companies 
are scouring the field anew for all 
sorts of acts. 
to supplement name stars in title 
roles, much as was done at the tag- 
end of the current year in musical 
productions, 





KEN MURRAY 


Philadelphia Daily News says:— 
‘Within a few months Ken Murray’s 
comments on daily events and im- 
portant and interesting people have 
brought him to the fore as one of 
America’s really good humorists.” 
100 daily Latest to 


over papers. 


icle and Savannah, Georgia. 


Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


BIG FILMUSICAL 
DEMAND SEEN 


With the prospect that there will 











They will be needed 


Testing, building and giving every 
possible chance to new quartets, of 
semi-comical variety, has occupied 
the attention of several casting de- 
partments in recent weeks. Lookers 
in night clubs, theatres, etc., have 
been given the once-over. 


N. Y. Theatre Architect 
Missing in Anzac Plane 








Sydney, Feb. 23. 

William Fountain, New York ar- 
chitect here to design the new Metro 
theatre in Brisbane, is missing in an 
airliner, with a number of other 
passengers, and has not been heard 
from since Thursday (18), when the 
plane left Brisbane for here. 

Up to late this afternoon there 
had been no word from the plane or 
any of its victims and searching 
parties hampered by cyclonic con- 
ditions. 

Mrs. Fountain is here in a state of 
collapse. She and the two Fountain 
children had accompanied the archi- 
tect on his trip from New York. 


ARRIVALS 


Thomas B. Martin, Rosemary Der- 
ing, Marielle Chantol, ZaSu Pitts, 
Grisha Gobuloff, Vilma Banky, Rod 
La Rocque, Sam Barton, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Cheever Cowdin. 








Metro's Star Troubles 





Luise Rainer’s Money Squawk — Garbo’s 
Stories—Norma Shearer’s Indecisions 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Star-trouble is making Culver City 
the Madrid of Hollywood these days. 
Pouting of Luise Rainer over 
money troubles and Creta Garbo 
over story troubles is topped by re- 
port that Norma Shearer was ready 
to go back to work, but not at Metro. 
Siudio rushed Garbo into ‘Coun- 
tess Walewska’ to cover gap in 








A-product caused by continued ab- 


| sence of Miss Shearer, though Garbo 
inal for the next Bing Crosby pic- | 


lwesn’t want’to do more than one 
picture a year. 

Rush act has worked out so badly 
that the story is now in the dry deck 


| for repairs and if and when it comes 





} 
} 


| 


found to replace Charles Boyer who 
has the ‘Tovarich’ commitment at 
Warners in two months. 

Hope that Norma Shearer could be 
moved into production if ‘Walewska’ 
were shelved met news at first that 
she wasn’t well enough yet to go 
back to work, suffering still from in- 
somnia, and later that plans are un- 
der way to star her in a production 
off the lot, either at Goldwyn’s for 
United Artists or at Selznick-Inter- 
national. 

As her contract was held by her 
ate husband, MG would be powerless 


~ fleliywoed Odds and Ends 


——— 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 








GHOST GOES WEST 





Virginia Verrill in Goldwyn Pic 
After Voice Proxying 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Formerly a ghost voice for Jean 
Harlow whenever the Metro star was 
in a singing spot, Virginia Verrill, of 
Santa Monica, gets her picture break 
in Samuel Goldwyn’s forthcoming 
‘Follies.’ 

Warbling placement was made fol- 


!lowing her appearance at a New 


York benefit for flood sufferers. Noel 
Coward put in a plug for the gal. 

Bobby Clark will come west short- 
ly for the film. Comic, spotted in 
the flicker along with Phil Baker 
and Helen Jepson, will write most 
of his own dialog. 


Mary Pickford Quits 
Hospital Bed; Sailing 


Soon to Be Married 








Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Following a 13-day stay in the 
St. Vincent’s hospital recuperating 
from a gailstone operation, Mary 
Pickford is convalescing at Pickfair. 
She sails for Europe March 10. 

She’ll probably be accompanied 
by Mrs. B. H. Rogers, mother of her 
fiance, Charles (Buddy) Rogers, and 
her niece, Gwynne Pickford. 





Rogers sailed last week for for- 
eign bookings, stating he’d marry 
Miss Pickford abroad in the spring. 


SAILINGS 


March 18 (New York to London) 
Irwin Dash and family (Berengaria). 

March 10 (New York to London) 
Luther Greene, Mary Pickford, Lon- 
don Co. ‘Personal Appearance’ 
(Queen Mary). 

March 3 (London to New York) 
Simon Van Lier, Walter Dare Wahl 
(Ile de France). 





March 3 (London to New York) 
John Murray Anderson (Queen 
Mary). 


Feb. 27 (New York to Los An- 
geles), Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Einfeld 
(Santa Elena). 

Feb. 24 (New York to London) 
Frank Lawton, Evelyn Laye, Harold 
E. Horowitz, Lili Damita, Errol 
Flynn, John Gielgud, Bobby Gillette, 
Shirley Richards (Queen Mary). 

Feb. 24 (London to New York) 
Arthur Kelly, Josef Schmidt, Max 
Schmeling, Otto Kruger, Mrs. Bel- 
loclowndes, Diamond Bros. Victor 
Jory (Berengaria).: 

Feb. 24 (London to New York) 
A. W. Kelly, Jr. (Berengaria). 

Feb. 20 (New York to London) 
Josef Lhevinne, Lucienne Radisse, 


Isidor Achron, Charles (Buddy) 
Rogers, Max Schol, Stephen Pallos, 
Frances Wise, Eleanor Brown, 


Thekla Horn, Petty Lambert, Ruth 
Doran, June Miller (Ile de France). 

Feb. 20 (New York to Genoa) Col. 
Frank J. Hause (Saturnia). 

Feb. 20 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Ramish (Lur- 
line). 

Feb. 20 (New York to London) 
Gaspar Cassado (Deutschland). 

Feb. 19 (New York to London) 
Frank C. Dodd (Bremen). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Fay Bainter. 

J. Edward Bromberg. 
Jack Brower. 
George Cave. 

Bob Collier. 

Pete de Lima. 
Glenda Farrell. 
Errol Flynn. 

Mack Gray. 

Will H. Hays. 
Milton Hodenfield. 
Lillie Messinger. 
Polly Moran. 

Jack Pegler. 
George Raft. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Sherwood Silliman. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Michael Bartlett. 
Sally Benson. 

D. A. Doran. 
Donald Friede. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Sidney Harmon. 











to prevent her lor ‘ng herself out, | 
since the death of .cving Thalberg | 
made her a free agent as far as her | 


out, another lead may have to be home jot is concerned. 


Albert Lewin. 

Herman J. Mankiewicz. 
George J. Schaefer. 
John Trent. 

Joe Weil. 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

In Hollywood a compliment be- 
fore lunch is no compliment; it’s a 
hope. 

Even the telephone operators don’t 
trust you. If you leave a call for 8 
o’clock, they call you at 8, and then 
they cali you at 8:30. The second 
time they say, ‘Just wanted to make 
sure you were up.’ At least in New 
York the operator leaves it to your 
sense of honor. 

When you rest on your laurels out 
here you find out it’s poison ivy. 

On Sundays everybody dresses up 
and look worse than ever. 

What Hollywood needs is a good 
5c phone booth...but then one 
wouldn’t be able to hear the impor- 
tant people you speak to from the 
table phones. 

Some of the boys here mean some- 
thing of whatever they say. 

In Hollywood a fellow gets sus- 
picious of a place he can afford. 

The girls wear pajamas on the 
streets in the daytime. What do they 


wear in bed at night time? That 
calls for some research work. 
The holes in the Hollywood 


doughnuts are larger than in 
New York doughnuts. 


I don't believe that everybody are 
agents out here—you see I haven't 
met everybody as yet. 


You buy a steak and the neigh- 
bors come over and look at it. 


Every man here has his price; 
some can be had on installments. 

They like to wire instead of writ- 
ing. Misspelling can be claimed as 
code. 

Many a true word in Hollywood is 
spoken in gesture. 

Some of the boys may act high 
hat, but they still have flat feet. 

Some of the girls are beautiful. 
The easier they are on the eyes the 
harder they are on the ears. 

Here the writers sncer at gag 
men who use files, but sneak Jooks 
in the files to find some sneers. 

Even the panhandlers carry stand- 
ins. 

Directors don’t wear puttees any 
more.. Too uncomfortable to sleep 
in 


the 


Place is lousy with picture stars. 
More picture stars than common 
people here. This morning I saw a 
picture star ask a cab driver for his 
autograph. 

Hollywood is a beautiful city. If 
you go there, don’t forget to visit 
the suburbs—especially Los Angeles. 

It isn’t hard to succeed here. ‘ne 
hard part comes in staying success- 
ful—or in not becoming succeeded. 

‘Knocking’ out here either indi- 
cates carbon or envy. 

They hand out invitations out here 
like this: ‘If you get within a mile 
of my house I hope you'll stop there 
all night.’ ! 

I asked the elevator boy in my 
hotel how to get to my room. ‘A me- 
dium shot to the left,’ he said. 

You can go from the ridiculous to 
the sublime much quicker here than 
in New York, With a turn of the 
head you can see Lew Cantor and 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Everybody at the Brown Derby 
shook hands with me. There’s some- 
thing myst: about having a contract 
—somehow it gives you a likeable 
personality. 

A guy told me if I watch my P’s 
and Q’s, in a couple of years I'll be 
making $3,000 a week. For $3,000 a 
week I'll watch the whole damn al- 
phabet and learn how to talk Chi- 
nese besides. 

Plenty of vaudeville layoffs in 
town. Over at the hotel the acro- 
bats are panhandling in the halls. 
I saw a two-man balancing act in 
action with the topmounter working 
through the transom. 

The valet at my hotel must work 
for Heywood Broun. This morning 
he pressed my suit and I had to send 
it back for retakes. 

Most people here don’t know which 
side their bread is buttered until 
they drop it. 

Palm Springs where folks who 
have beautiful homes in Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills go to do the things 
they can do at home much better. 

Nearly everybody out here has a 
hobby. Most of them have a hobby 
of making money. 

The writers go away for a rest to 
write, the actors go away for a rest 
to act. 

They say if you know the right 
people you can get in. Then you 


meet the people that know the right 
people and they claim that’s what 
put them out. 

It’s tough to get around without 
a car or a job. 
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Hays Frown on Hollywood's Foreign on FA 
| Correspondents Calls Off Shindig. F jy jf 
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Hollywood, Feb. 23. F oreign Corrs.’ Burn Exhibitor attitude towards the 


ap- 


Though reported in the dailies as = . Idea of Measuring Toscan- pearance of film stars on radio net- 
having held a luncheon at _ the j —" ae Se re a PSG 
Knickerbocker hotel to hand out itis poe ene they a nini Like So Much Maca- Washington, Feb. 23. wen as rly " agp ‘ 
tone ise ai y ¢ i S ohio poreees . . . Death of the Dickstein alien- within the last two months. That is 
prizes to Luise Rainer, Paul Muni, were unperturbed about routine roni Offsets Plaints of sila Sell Seitnaeh Gielieds ve 
Rouben Mamoulian, and others for ds eels te Mine Cenk give actor bill was forecast Satur- the opinion of trade association ex- 
best pic work of year, Foreign Press rth. gi A Senen posit let- Native Talent Proponents day (20) on the strength of pre- perts who have made a recent check i 
Society actually called off the get- Pte ” ot sedge “get alr: __p; . s liminary polls indicating the ao Hi i : 
together. Stymied either by studio read kv wes gr hm sein — Pix, Legit, Concerts, controversial measure is likely of the situation. In some communi 
publicity men or authentic indis- pa eo t ir edit ciate acid Musicians Combine to Op- to remain bottled up in the ties, particularly where attendance 
position of stars, officers of F-.P.S. ormea their editors were poe pose ‘Embargo on Talent’ House Immigration Committee. depends largely on farmer trade, 


on who their rep was in Holly- Although the legislation has 














ranked luncheon off social calendar : ae ‘a ea stile 
yanked é wood, etc.—all of which is okay. inal se sg edt tek Ud te exhibs still may remain hostile. But 
two hours before feed bags were to ; “ie a yeen approved by the group on : : - 
But questionnaire had one line three previous occasions during generally, film theatre managers 
ee, em “at that galled, ‘Are you satisfied RESUMES TODAY t sess hanes’ he have undergone an almost complete 
Next day trade dailies announced ; wey past sessions, changes in the , 
eo . , with present representation? ‘ ‘ reversal of opinion as to the menace 
20 of 50 cards of foreign corresopnd- Sent " in inet tie 3 — committee, plus intensive mis- f this practice 
orrespo e S ceo S S ‘ , . ™ — ‘ , . 
Ge ago ; dies SF ee : sionary work by opponents, are . 
ents would be withdrawn as a result none of Hays Office’s business, Tas ote Veb. 23 halinea of ae : vi Many of these exhibitors now feel 
: Washington, I r | 
of chiseling charges lodged by stu- ; gee an nhs geet relieved to have completely that t} t f 
dio publicity heads against certain and that producers are mixing Annual love-feast between Art and changed the atmosphere lat in —* Ly ne practice oO 
\ ) . OMe 5 . . aie tenta affaire - ' pic » star airings ay serve as ; 
f.c.’s into their private affairs. Congress, as to whether anyone not Informal pulse-taking  indi- bee roy Wu on "t th % I ar ia ffi ; 
nibs yrs o ave ric y ‘8 aed J e . . useiu ac nce Oo 1¢ OX ) ce. 
Though filing of complaints was Boomerang on Hays Office, 100% American. should be seen o1 cated more than a majority of C ' “y that fil tellit } 
us . ' vever , ; . stters gies agi ; Some still believe tha m satellites 
s:. josed to be made at the Hays of- however, will be that letters heard by U. S. audiences, got off to the 20 members are against the peaggpairte pe , ic enna  Waaet Hi 
or. . P - 2 Ps nia . oY ‘ 7 . ; - + . on 1eCLWO!l proaacasts nay 3 
fice Friday (19) Tom Pettey said no sent on official letterhead of |a flying start Wednesday (17) before measure, at least in present z : . ; 
ida} : a Cpr ee. _ aia “Ss . ‘ their attendance, bu 1ey are no 
charges had been filed by any stu- Motion Picture Producers and the House Immigration Committee. form. Estimates run from 11 wre } much it injures. Other i 
G45 ’ - - 7 ictr °c . sries ’ - , s e 1OwW nucn 1 In es. ers ¥ 
dio Distributors of America, Inc., Realizing that there was a better to 14, with known backers of - ale: aliaiddil , ae eae etiiie { 
V : — , ¢ “wOAr » : . aren ec eC as 0 me ‘res - 2 
Correspondents claim _ reprisals will mostly go without answer. chance this year for Dickstein’s so- the bill numbering five or six. + teeacaffecn pone o ee ee 3 
- widen ste - wawanw ee P te saa a ) may oO e co etely se ; 
are due to fact that they’re electing Foreign eds never heard of that called ‘alien actor bill’ to be pushed About a quarter of the group by the benefits de brttew. ; ! 
ig - "3 © r , r © - © re . . . Vv ec ec } , ‘ . Oo rn 
officers they like, not necessarily name, know it only as Hays through Congress—thereby setting have failed to commit them- “There also is a growing convic | 
° 7 ’ a . an » neem t — > . ‘ an ‘ : ere alist S$ § gr >¢ /ic- 
ones having nod of Hays office. At Office. Several correspondents up ‘artistic tariff barriers’ between selves. - ~ -] 
ones Neé f Js ° tion among a certain group of film t 


no time have the correspondents re think their bosses will believe this country and the homelands of a 























yudiated any previous officers, some oS On gency trying to sell Garbos, Simone Simons, G yarellis showmen that these radio network ; 
of whom were, and still are, in the them syndicated copy, and will Lily Ponses and possible future b.o. Screen Actors’ Guild fomogee pe yr lg te a 
Hays doghouse. wastebasket the letter promptly. attractions born outside the U. S. Ww fone satlétintan : . , 
F.P.’s offered an olive wreath at | motion pictures, radio, music and the T D fi A ti ‘ane cc. SEE Prep ean ‘ 
Christmas time. Studios turned | ¢ ° >? | legitimate theatre pooled their re- 0 Verine ACtiON On Pag ge ar mist what the Molly ef 
wreath down. F.D.’s went ahead and | Lost Horizon K Excl. | sources and set their jaws for a de- Ak Ba Bi ll M bh oe eee: ee a ee ae } 
threw a party without studio co- 2 cisive battle with the Dickstein com- 1éen an ] e e ff changing player contracts when i} 
operation. : | Preview Proves It mitvee. bie, ; they come up for renewal as to re- iy 
Luncheon and prize awards was to Po naga ew likewise, sharpened its Hollywood, Feb, 23 trictive clauses on radio work. That SS 
a : reig aws. . > s accus ’ a, Gd. be ah. 
7. oe np aalivariege Megat | Pays to Be Unknown lee siedenes stinhcos-it “hod Stand of the Screen Actors’ Guild | Will depend on individual cases, de- ; 
(Continued on 1 oh Paar 31) | al an minaendias year Des he group |0n the Dickstein-Kramer bill in pending on the merit of the star i 
re?" ca | showed signs of watching carefully |Congress, which would put up bar- remy gy, aianenece + id oF ya ype : 
Screen Guild Joi Joins | Hollywood, Feb. 23. | what went on. Witnesses were chased |Ticades against foreign actors on the | to the airwaves. Also the producers i 
‘Lost Horizon’ preview pulled by | intw corners o1 purred at, according ‘stage, screen and ether, probably —— agp ~~ Se een bie 
British E it 1 | Columbia at Four Star theatre is | to sides they chose. Committe mem- wi'l be defined at a meeting of the prasittod paren: iy - 2 whict meee " 
rT IS qui y in | biggest the studio has staged here bers, who had become convinced that board of directors March 1. ie gg yo oS ae 
° | sinee ‘Mr. Deeds.’ On press front,| no foreign actor should set foot in|. kenneth Thomson, secretary ol With Fs nt OS ting it , 
International Pact it was even more representative, as | America until] an American actor had the Guild, has confined his activi- Vith I aramount S¢ Bo pat enter Fi 
hae | for first time foreign cricks were | heen tranaplanted into jon spot “4 ties so far to talking with members | — ee me a“ _ phere 
| included. left, insisted that American art and | Concerning their views a by oy wells — “” ° f 
London. Feb. 14. Yarn that Harry Cohn kept the | music should be left to Americans ; . | direct or indirect radio affiliation, 1 
Agreement is announced here be- | show exclusive by holding on to Bill On the a Pog ~ ; d prem ped ‘ at least three major picture com- ' 
tween British Actors’ Equity and the | Thomas’ arm at door and banning all Geonmeilion mem|k sy iin peer aye a PAR 5 1ST NBC RADIO Harpersicin probably will start the new 
Screen Actors’ Guild of America| who were not of the press, lends | ho ex sea “epee hn hat esc ; picture selling season very much 
whereby nationals of either country | added weight to fact that in Holly- | pods soap A comp . psi Stee SHOW SET: MARCH 14 air-minded. Trend right now, though, 4 
visiting abroad must join the other | wood it pays to be unknown. While | ray A a = “ ee ares ’ is for more specific control both of : 
country’s labor union. Under the | many a famous name was turned siews’ auto — Fi humerous : stars and any radio broadcasts by ' 
agreement, members of either or-| away, Cohn didn’t know majority of | qoored atte nee might have| .,. -amount’s first Sunday morning | the picture companies themselves, : 
ganization must immediately report | scribes and, for fear of offending | the ‘artistic lls + ts ae —— radio program from its Hollywood $$: —[S——————o EEE 4 
on reaching foreign shores. | them, let in any number of un- |} Massenserbatheke vba of North | Studio, over the NBC red network 
A. M. Wall, secretary of the Brit-/ knowns, kids, obscure actors and} Carolina. and owe ake hintaes from Coast to Coast, goes on 
is ’ 5 s— | 


ish union, declares the purpose 


to maintain standard contract con- | 


ditions for film players on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 
In the unlikely event of a refusal 


| others, who somehow got tickets. 

Eli Levy of Col foreign dept. was | 
responsible for inclusion of foreign | 
(lit- | 


writers for first time, worth a 
eral) world of publicity to film at 


(Continued on page 31) 





Damrosch’s Click 


| March 14. 

The broadcast, in charge of Boris 
| Morros, musical director at the Par 
plant, will be for 30 minutes’ dura- 
tion and reach the air at 9 a.m. from 
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Larry Crabbe, Colin Tapley, Cecile 
Cunningham, Marlow Borland, Monte 
Blue and Lee Bowman. 





Slate Bros.’ Pix Break 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Slate Bros.,, vaude team, will do 
their specialty in Jack Benny’s new 
‘Artists and Models’ at Paramount. 
Yacht Club Boys will also be fea- 
tured in heavy ex-vaude cast musical. 








Hollywood, Feb. 


Thomas Mitchell, 
directing-acting 


23. 
under a writing- 
ticket at Columbia 


for a year, will get his first crack at 
adapting ‘Life Begins with Love, 
from an orig by Dorothy Bennett. 


Myles Connolly will produce. 

Mitchell spent all his time so far 
at Columbia in a role in ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ 


tries. Asked if he knew of any 
U.S. performer received abroad 
during recent years, Damrosch 
shot back, ‘Why, Mr. Tibbett is 
going to sing this spring at Co- 


vent Garden. Isn’t that right, 
Mr. Tibbett?’ Tibbett, who 
earlier demanded restrictions 





on obscure alien talent, 
he had such plans. 


agreed 
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Anis Snubs H’wood 


Capetown, Jan. 29. 
Sarah Gertrude Millin, authoress. 
has turned down an offer from Holly- 
wood to scenarize her biography of 
General Smaty, South African 


politico. 
Reason she gave for 


the 


was filmdom’s alleged distortion of | 
facts in historical films. 
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Variety's Fifth Annual Ratio 
Showmanship Survey Discloses 


Beaucoup Theatre-Air Tieups 





In connection with Varrety’s re- 
cent publication of its fifth annual 
survey of radio station showman- 
ship, it was apparent that hundreds 
of film theatres all over the United 
States have publicity exchange tie- 
ups with broadcasters. Deals are of 
various kinds and degree, running 
from the state-wide theatre trailer- 
izing of radio programs by Station 
WHO, Des Moines, to the simple 
Swapping of Annie Oakleys for 
radio advertising. 


A common example of theatre- 
radio tie-ins concerns the so-called 
vox pop programs, or man-in-the- 
street interviews. By arrangement, 
many of these are held under the 
marquee of some local film house. 
This has several angles. First, it’s 
a central and a partly sheltered lo- 
cation for the radio station, guaran- 
teeing the sidewalk radio quizzer a 
crowd, and in rainy weather pro- 
tection for equipment and mob. Usu- 
ally the station publicly announces 
the theatre, sometimes the persons 
quizzed get tickets to the theatre as 
courtesy gifts for obliging. 


Local contests conducted by radio 
stations give away theatre tickets 
as the most common of all radio 
premiums on purely local and non- 
commercial programs. In a growing 
number of instances house managers 
or press agents do a film gossip ses- 
sion over the aif. There are innum- 
erable examples of radio amateur 
programs, originating in theatres on 
a three-way tie-up between theatre, 
broadcaster and advertiser. More 
recently there has been a variation 
of this arrangement on community 
sings or stunt broadcasts from in- 
side the theatres. 


Overlapping of radio-pictures is 
clearly evident in these widespread, 
many-sided, and varied deals. What- 
ever the merits of the persistent ex- 
hibitor agitation on film stars ap- 
pearing upon network commercials, 
etc., there is plenty of evidence that 
exhibitors do not overlook the pub- 
licity and exploitation advantages of 
alliances with the radio stations in 
their own communities and upon 
a community basis. 

Among the stations disclosed by 
Variety’s showmanship survey (pub- 
lished Feb. 10 issue) as having the- 
atre tie-ups of some kind were: 

Theatre Tie-Up Program 

WSGN, Birmingham, 

WCAU, Baltimore. 

WFBI, Baltimore. 

WBAL, Baltimore. 

WBEN, Buffalo (2). 

WGR, WKBW, Buffalo. 

WCOL, Columbus. 

WBNS, Columbus. 

WJBK, Detroit. 

CKLW, Detroit. 

WXYZ, Detroit. 

WSMK, Dayton. 

WHW, Dayton. 

WOC, Davenport. 

KLZ, Denver. 

WRA, Dallas. 

WGL. Ft. Wayne. 4 

KTAT, Ft. Worth. 

WJAX, Jasksonville. 

WREN, Lawrence. Kansas. 

KCKN, Kansas City. 

WHBQ. Memphis. 

WMC, Memphis. 

WHN, NYC. 

WINS. NYC. 

WHAM, Rochester. 

WTMY, St. Louis 

WCAE. Pittsburgh. 

WWSW., Pittsburgh. 

WMAG. Richmond. 

WRVA, Richmond. 

KALE, Portland. 

KWG. Stockton. 

WRRE., Wilkes-Barre. 

WRRY. Waterbury. 

WOT. Washington, D. C. 

WJSV. Washington, D. C. 


Chopin, Reethoven; Strancs 








Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Biographical productions on three 
classic music masters are being 
readied by as many studios. Colum- 
bia is making ‘Chopin,’ Warner is 
preparing ‘Beethoven’ and Metro has 
‘Johann Strauss.’ 

Only lead set so far is Francis Led- 
erer in the Chopin role for Colum- 
bia. 





20th Renews Henry King 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Henry King has been re-signed to 
a five-year directing contract by 20th 
Century-Fox. 
King’s latest 
‘Lloyds of London.’ 


assignment was 


He Said It 





Before Harlan Thompson re- 
irned to the Coast, the Para- 
mount a.p. dropped over to the 
east 50’s in N. Y. for lunch. 

‘Eggs cocotte,’ he ordered. 

‘Cocotte?’ mulled the captain. 
‘Ah, a little dish.’ 

‘You're telling me,’ 
Thompson, 


20th and Radio 
City Music Hall 
Kiss ‘n’ Make Up 


When the Music Hall, N. Y. has 
played ‘Wings of the Morning,’ 
which will. come in some time in 
March, the 1935-36 commitment to 
20th Century-Fox over which there 
was some disagreement last summer, 
will have been fulfilled and there is 
every probability the Hall and 20th 
will negotiate a selective contract. 


Last summer when the Hall felt 
it was not committed to 20th under 
its 1935-36 contract—-20th on the 
other hand feeling the matter 
amounted to nearly $100,000—the 
film company began offering its pic- 
tures elsewhere. The Roxy, N. Y., 
which got most of them, still has 
three more from 20th to go, ‘Seventh 
Heaven,’ ‘Love Is News’ and ‘Nancy 
Steele Is Missing.’ 


Part of the difficulties between the 
Hall and 20th occurred as result of 
an additional commitment with 20th 
by the Radio City interests when 
the Center was turned into a first 
run. That policy failed and the 
Center closed, leaving unplayed 
product for which R. C. had allegedly 
contracted. Since then, the Hall has 
played three 20th-Fox pictures, ‘As 
You Like It,’ ‘Lloyds of London’ and 
‘On the Avenue.’ 


CHINESE EMISSARY 
TO TIP OFF HWOOD 


Shanghai, Feb. 7. 


T. J. Holt, general manager of 
Nanking and Metropol Theatres 
(Shanghai Amusement Co.) is leav- 
ing Feb. 25 for Hoztiywood. Has been 
commissioned by the Chinese Gov- 
ernment to explain to studio execs 
the official reaction to U. S. pix em- 
ploying Chinese players. Holt is also 
to report on the latest technical and 
mechanical innovations. 

From America, Holt will go to 
visit British, German and French 
studios. 


cooed 





























Buffalo Medico. Society’s 


Squawk on ‘Doctor’s Diary’ 
Buffalo, Feb. 23. 


‘A Doctor’s Diary’ at the Hipp last 
week drew action from the Erie 
County Medical- Society. In a spe- 
cial report of the Board of Censors 
of the organization the film was 
scored as ‘unfair, untrue and not 
conformable with the ethics of or- 
ganized medicine.’ 

A protest to the Hays organiza- 
tion and the producers as well as 
the management of the Hipp was 
voted by the Society. 


Else Argall to 20th 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Else Argall, French stage and 
screen actress, has been given a 
termer at 20th-Fox. She is the wife 
of Jacques Deval, French playwright, 
now working at 20th-Fox. 

Actress now is studying English in 
order to make her first appearance 
in ‘Rings On Her Fingers,’ which is 
being scripted by Deval. 


MG TICKETS M’GOWAN 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Metro handed Jack McGowan a 
new writer contract. 
It’s a straight two-year ticket. 














Warners Retie Lord 


Hollywood, Feb, 23. 
Robert Lord, who has been on the 
Warner lot as a writer and producer 
for 10 years, has received a new 
term preducer agreement aft the 
studio. 
Lord’s latest production steering 
job was ‘Prince and the Pauper.’ 


Important Decision 
On a Film’s Dramatic 
Usages of a Pop Song 


Lew .Brown, Henry Akst and Elsa 
Maxwell, writers of the tune, ‘When 
I Hear My Doorbell Ring,’ last week 
obtained a judgment of $2,000 in an 
infringement action which they had 
brought against the Vitaphone Corp. 
in the N. Y. supreme court. In a 
lengthy decision Justice Miller held 
that the short subjects producer had 
no right to dramatize the song with- 
out permission, and that Warners 
(Vitaphone) had also infringed on 
the threesome’s common-law copy- 
right on a sketch framed around the 
tune which Brown had included in a 
Casino de Paree (N. Y. cabaret) re- 
vue in 1935. 

Court’s findings pointed out that 
Harms, Inc., publisher of ‘Doorbell,’ 
had granted Vitaphone permission 
merely to record two partial uses 
of the song in a short, ‘The Door- 
man’s Opera.’ In the opinion of 
Justice Miller the film producer had 
not only infringed on a non-extended 
dramatic right but copied and used 
‘pretentious and important’ parts of 
the Casino de Paree sketch, ‘The 
Postman Always Rings Twice.’ 
Brown, Askt and Miss Maxwell were 
also authors of this sketch. Justice 
Miller said that he found that there 
was a ‘similarity and substantial 
identity of character, paralleling of 
incident and sequence of details be- 
tween the short subject and the 
sketch, even though the latter ran 
15 minutes and the dramatization in 
the film amounted to only a minute 
and a half.’ 2 

Decision stated that the judgment 
had been limited to $2,000 because 
he felt that the consequential dam- 
ages to the infringement of the 
threesome’s common-law in the 
sketch had not been serious. 


JONES’ WRITING-PROD. 
DEAL WITH WANGER 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Grover Jones’ new Walter Wanger 
contract, after washup of his Par pact 
March 12, is combination produc- 
tion-writing deal. 

He will work with Wanger for 
three months and then return to 
Par to prepare a yarn for Cecil B. 
De Mille on a previous commitment. 
Later he'll go back to Wanger to 
handle the reins on six productions. 
Deal calls for flat sum per pic. 


Fred Stone Recuperates 
Before More RKO Jobs 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Following a two and one-half 
months’ stay in the Cedars of Leb- 
anon hospital, Fred Stone has gone 
to Palm Springs to convalesce be- 
fore starting work at RKO. 

Studio has three pictures for him 
in the hopper, ‘The House in the 
Country,’ ‘By the Dawn’s Early 
Light’ and ‘Mother Carey’s Chick- 
ens.’ 


























Cummings on ‘Vogues’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Irving Cummings, with a new 
year’s directing contract under his 
belt, has been assigned by Walter 
Wanger to handle ‘Vogues of 1938,’ 


from Sam and Bela Spewack’s 
script. ; 
. Wanger is trying to get Leslie 


Howard for the top male spot. 


Bob Burns’ Ozark Tract 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Feb. 23. 

Hugh Park, publisher of the 
Argus at Van Buren, Ark., states that 
Bob Burns, Arkansas comedian, will 
build a recreational center on a 20- 
acre tract in the Ozarks near Moun- 
tainburg, which he recently pur- 
chased. 

The center will be entirely non- 
commercial and a part of it will 
probably be given over to the Boy 








Scouts for camping and to tourists. 





+ 
Fun at Home 





Hollywood, Feb. 23, 
Another private print of Leon 
Schlesinger’s color cartoon 
‘Coo Coo Nut Grove,’ caricatur- 
ing film names at a frolic, is 
being made by the producer. 
Private show requests from 
persons in the film have worn 
out one print, 


Major Prods. Hum; 
Gary Cooper, West, 
Crosby Pix Broil 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Major Pictures, helmed by Eman- 
uel Cohen, has lined up a humming 
sked for the next several months. 
‘What Ho!’ Gary Cooper starrer, 
will go into production April 15. 
Waldemar Young is scripting from 
Richard Connell’s Pictorial Review 
yarn. Jo Swerling is pounding out 
an orig for Mae West. Picture, back- 
grounded in the Gay Nineties, will 
go in June. Connell also is writing 
an untitled story for Bing Crosby, 
tentatively slated for the lenses at 
the end of July. 


METRO DROPS IDEA TO 
ROADSHOW “MAYTIME’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Plans to roadshow “‘Maytime’ have 
been dropped by Metro. Film will 
be released late in March at key 
deluxers for unlimited runs. 

Studio figured it unwise to hold 
up Eddy-MacDonald filmusical un- 
til summer to trail ‘Good Earth’ as 
a two-a-dayer. Estimated that film 
will get four to six weeks run in key 
spots before hitting the subsequents. 























Little Theatre Actress 
Spurns Selznick Pix Bid 


New Orleans, Feb. 23. 

Adele Longmire, 18, local stenog 
and Little theatre actress, received 
a contract from Selznick-Interna- 
tional for a role in Margaret Mitch- 
ell’s ‘Gone With the Wind,’ but papa 
and mama nixed it Friday (19) on 
the grounds that she was too young 
to venture alone in the film city. 
The contract stipulated a salary of 
$100 a week with optional clauses 
giving the producer a seven-year 
clutch on her services. 

Katherine Brown, scout for Selz- 
nick, auditioned Longmire gal and 
departed deeply impressed with her 
possibilities. Then came contract. 

Parents feel daughter, oldest of 
family of six, would profit more by 
continuing studies under Bernard 
Szold, Little theatre director. 

Another angle was the New York 
stage. She believes Selznick con- 
tract would bar her from stage work 
and she’s not quite ready to aban- 
don life-long ambition to act before 
New York audiences. 


Par Retags Manny Wolfe 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Manny Wolfe, head of the Para- 
mount studio story department, has 
received a new two-year contract. 
As many as 75 scriveners have 
been on the lot at one time while 
Wolfe was in the pilot’s seat. 


HILDEGARDE’S WB TEST 


Hildegarde, Anglo-American come- 
dienne-songstress, being groomed for 
a Warner Bros. screen test. 

U. S.-born songstress, currently 
under NBC contract, must sail back 
in April for Ritz, London, cafe com- 
mitments. 

. Hildegarde has been renewed at 
NEC for eight weeks. New contract 
goes into effect Feb. 27 succeeding 
the old 13-weeker. Gets $500 per 
broadcast making her highest paid 
sustainer on NBC payroH. Formerly 
doing two shows weekly, Thurs- 
day and Saturday, over WEAF and 














WJZ respectively, she will now do 
but one. 





Looks Like Trendle-Skouras Pool 
For Fox, Detroit; Plunkett Withdraws 


‘Detroit, Feb. 23. 


Likelihood that National Theatres 
Corp. (Skouras) will turn the Fox 
theatre here, if court approves pres- 
ent reorganization plan, over to 
George Trendle, head of United De- 
troit theatres for operation, is seen in 
many quarters here. Reorg plan, 
submitted by the Colwood Co. and 
providing for a 15-year leasing of the 
Fox to Fox Michigan Corp., a new 
organization to be controlled by Na- 
tional Theatres, comes up for final 
approval in the near future before 
Federal Judge Ernest A. O’Brien. 

If plan is ok’d, it’s considered al- 
most positive that both the Michigan 
and Fox, town’s two vaudfilmers, 
would be thrown into one pool, di- 
viding pic product and stage shows 
between the two houses and in that 
way put all theatres on profit side of 
the ledger. Deal with Trendle un- 
derstood to be all ready for signa- 
tures. 


Last hitch in the reorganization 
plan is believed to have been elimin- 
ated last week with the withdrawal 
of a bid of $150,000 a year, plus per- 
centage, by Joseph Plunkett, former 
vV.p. and general manager of RKO. 
Bid for theatre was withdrawn after 
Plunkett, who’s now in biz for him- 
self, was unable to tell George A. 
Marston, federal bankruptcy referee, 
just what type of flickers would be 
shown, etc. 


Trendle at present is operating as 
part of his circuit the 2,000-seat 
United Artists theatre, which last fall 
was added to the UA circuit (George 
Skouras). So reported tieup of the 
Fox with UD circuit appears all the 
more convincing. 

Under the reorg plan, Skouras 
would’ have to guarantee the Fox 
Michigan setup a flat rental of $125,- 
000 annually, 12144% of the gross in- 
come if vaude is used or 15% if only 
films are shown. Plan also calls for 
$500,000 loan from the RFC, which 
already has been approved by local 
office. 

The theatre and offices of Fox 
building also would be partially di- 
vorced, under the reorg plan, with 
‘property owned by Kern and Grey 
realty companies being rented from 
them for one-third of net income of 
newly reorganized corporation. Bond- 
holders would get stock in the pro- 
posed company in exchange for their 
present holdings. For each unit of 
$1,000 bonds and interest thereon, 
they would get 10 shares of $3 pre- 
ferred and 10 shares of common 
stock. 


Academy Picks Shorts, 
Dance Tricks for Awards 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Committee of 50 selected from all 
branches of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences will see 
the final screening of shorts and 
dance numbers today (Tues.) at the 
Filmarte theatre in order to vote on 
those to receive the Acad awards 
March 4." 








Subjects in the dance number 
group: 

‘Bojangles’ number from ‘Swing 
Time’ (RKO). 


Finale from. ‘Dancing Pirate’ (Pio- 
neer ). 

‘Love and War’ from ‘The Gold 
Diggers of 1937’ (WB). 

‘1,000 Love Songs’ from ‘Cain and 
Mabel’ (WB). 

‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody’ 
from ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ (MG). 

Skating ensemble from ‘One in a 
Million’ (20th-Fox). 

‘Swinging the Jinx’ from ‘Born to 
Dance’ (MG). 

Short subjects to be shown: 

‘Give Me Liberty (WB). 

‘La Fiesta de Santa Barbara’ 
(MG). 

‘Popular Science’ (Par). 

‘Bored of Education’ (Roach). 

‘Moscow Moods’ (Par). 

‘Wanted, a Master’ (MG). 

‘Double or Nothing’ (WB). 

‘Dummy Ache’ (RKO). 

‘The Public Pays’ (MG). 

‘Country Cousin’ (Disney). 

‘Old Mill Pond’ (Harman-Ising). 

‘Sinbad the Sailor’ (Par). 





U’S MIKESTER 


Universal has squiggled Bill Lun- 
digan, announcer at WFBL, Syracuse, 
to an acting contract. 

Mikeman, who has been at WFBL 
for past four years, leaving for Coast 
this week. 





—— | <i | 


R 
con 
ope 
in | 
of 
met 
stra 
suo 

C 
pro 
boa 
son 
stor 
abi 
wel 
exe 
the 
j tha 
Ani 
pre 
.tak 
Le\ 

i 
can 

to 

ne> 
Pic 
acc 
the 


tir 
chz 
ing 
eit! 
Pr 
ma 
to 


d el 


Pa 
er 
crs 
fo 


th; 
be: 


ins 
Bl 


als 


le 


P 


Ld 
Wi 


tu 
pr 





iM. 





: 
| 
, 





4 


f 


Pie deminetoen February 24, 1937 


PIiCTU@Res 


VARIETY ae 








¢-B DIRECTORS’ SCHISM 








No Prez for Republic Pictures; 


Favors Board of Strategy’ Instead | 


—_———— + 


Republic expected to give serious 
consideration to a for 
Republic Productions 


new plan 
operating its 


in the next few weeks. Main point 


of differentiation from present 
methed will be that a board of 
strategy will supplant the usual 


suvervision of a cOmpany president. 

On each new picture, various 
producers would be called into 
board session for suggestions. While 
some company officials are under- 
stood a bit dubious as to the work- 
ability of the proposal, because of 
well-known desire of all 
executives to have full say-so on 
their productions, it is understood 
that such a system may be tried out. 
And there probably will be no new 
president designated, at any rate, to 


take the place left vacant by Nat 
Levine’s departure. 
M. J. Seigel, v.p. of Republic, 


came in from Hollywood this week 
to discuss this and other plans for 
next season’s product with Republic 
Picts offcials. Herbert J. Yates will 
accompany him when he returns to 
the Coast in about two weeks. 

While there was some talk at one 
time of Walter Vincent, present 
chairman of Republic Pictures, mov- 
ing up into the presidency of 
either this company or Republic 
Productions, he is expected to re- 
main as is. Nobody had been named 
to fili in the spot left vacant when 
W. Ray Johnston resigned as presi- 
dent of Republic Pictures last year. 





Sol Lesser’s Prod. 
Staff Is Scattered 
All Over the Map 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Sol Lesser moves his units off the 
Pathe lot today, temporarily, to Gen- 
eral Service Studio. With room 
cramped at General, production unit 
for ‘Boots and Saddle,’ starring Dick 
Arlen (20th-Fox release), goes on 
that lot. Writers move to Lesser’s 
beach home at Uplifters Ranch, Santa 
Monica, to work, while the account- 
ing department goes into the Taft 
Bidg., Holly wood. 

Other indie producers on lot will 
also shortly be given the gate. by 
Selznick-International, which has 
leased the plant. 


PAR-SCHULBERG MULL 
ANOTHER 1-YR. PACT 


Paramount is weighing a renewal 
with B. P. Schulberg for one year. 
Far as known there has been no 
conclusion reached by the firm at 
this time. 

New Schulberg pact has the sup- 
port of Adolph Zukor. 


Van Dyke’s New Deal 


Holiywood, Feb. 23. 

Metro and W. S. Van Dyke have 
gotten together on a new contract 
for the director. 

Van Dyke had a clause inserted 
preventing studio from sending him 
on long vacation jaunts. Terms of 
new paper not divulged, other than 
pact covers a term of years. 














Howe’s RKO Post 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
G. B. Howe, general manager of 
RKO-Pathe studios in Culver City. 


producer ! 








Par’s Net Earnings 


Latest downtowr estimates are 
that Paramount will show net earn- 
ings of around $3,400,000 for the last 
quarter, 1936, and that the first 
quarter, this year, is running at the 
rate of around $3.000,000 for the pe- 
riod. 


Ohio Lifts Ban on 
‘Spain in Flames’ Pic 
But Pennsy Nixes It 


QWIDEND 1 


th 


Maxwell and Kent Allied 
With Balfour and Board- 
man in Stand That Com- 
pany’s Losses Don’t War- 
rant 514% Pfd. Stock 
Dividends — Retaining 
Counsel 














OSTRERS AND WOOLF 


London, 
Sidney R 


Feb. 23. 


John Maxwell, . Kent, O 


a H. C. Balfour and Di:zon Boardman. 

all four directors of Gaumont-Bvit- 

Cleveland, Feb. 23. | ish Pictures Corp., have consulted 

Ohio censors’ ban on ‘Spain in | counsel, it is learned, with regard to 
Flames, causing Al Schulman to | the proposal of G-B to pay a divi- 
cancel last week's date at his Penn dend on the company’s $16,000,000 
| Square, is being lifted as result of |5'2% preference shares. Decision 
protests made by four Clevelanders | for a divvy was a surprising move 
at meeting of board in Columbus, O. | here, in view of general conditions. 





will switch to the RKO lot in Hoily- | 


wood in an unannounced 
when — Selznick-International 
tures takes over the Culver 
property next month. 

. Harvey Leavitt, Howe's assistant. 
iS expected to stick at the Culver 
City lot to aid Henry Ginsberg. S-I's 
eneral manager, 


capacity | 
Pic- | 
City | 


Feature-length newsreel was yanked | 


out temporarily on_ censorship | 
grounds that it was ‘harmful’ and | 


not in spirit with country’s neutral- 
ity law. Film looks at Spanish re- | 
volt from a loyalists’ viewpoint, 
which put the board on the spot. 
Campaign of kicks was started by 
newspapers edtorially rapping Ohio’s 
film snoopers for being biased. Lo- 
cal sympathizers and Spanish or- 
ganizations also made an issue of it. | 
appointing committee composed of 
Mary Gleason, Spanish society danc- 
er; Mrs. Blanche Alverez, Edith 
Lawrence and Rev. Howard M. 
Wells, to carry out the fight. After | 
public hearing, E. L. Bowsher, state 
director of education, lifted ban. 
Controversial newsreel is being 
booked back in Penn Square, town’s | 
foreign pix house, tentatively for | 
March 15. 


Harrisburg, Feb. 23. 

For the first time in Pennsylvania 
censorship, a Governor has directed | 
the state board of censors to forbid | 
exhibition in the state of a motion 
picture. Gov. George Earle has pro- 
hibited the showing of ‘Spain in 
Flames’ on the ground that it ‘is 
poorly done’ and ‘Communistic.’ 

The Governor personally viewed 
the picture at the Philadelphia of- 
fices of the censors after receipt of 
complaints from John Dos Passos, 
novelist, and Archibald MacLeish, 
poet, who objected to the original 
rejection of the picture for show 
purposes here. 

All three of the censors, Mrs. A. 
Mitchell Palmer, widow of a former 
U. S. Attorney General; Patrick A. 
Duffy, and Mrs. Hester M. Fye, were | 
present when the Governor viewed | 
the film. 





Philadelphia, 

‘Spain in Flames,’ skedded for an} 

early showing at the Europa, has 

been banned by Gov. Earle because | 

of political reasons. Europa doing 
well now with ‘Lucrezia Borgia.’ 


LIQUIDATING ESTATE 
OF IRVING THATBERG 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Discussions toward liquidating the 
estate of the late Irving G. Thalberg | 
will start around March 1. 
J. Robert Rubin and Nicholas M. | 
Schenck are expected here on that | 


Feb. 23. 





date to confer with the administra- 
tors of the estate and Louis B. 
Mayer. 


Production conferences will also be 
held during the stay of Metro execs. 


Rogers’ Hop East 
Hollywood. Feb. 23. 
Rogers finally gets of! 
on Feb. 26. 


Charles R. 
to N. Y. 


Producer will talk budgets with 
Universal execs for remaining pic- 
tures on current slate. 

J. Cheever Cowdin got in from | 


Europe survey on Monday (22). 


| shares 
| are 


} 
|}and Kent, 
| volved at ovposite 


| conferred 


Divide nd Was oke iyed by a five to 
four vote, with the above- -named dis- 
sentin®. Their contention is that the 
producing 


subsidiary company sus- 
tained subsiantial losses and can't 
|} pay dividends. 


ditions in Europe 








Hays Leaves Coast 


Following several weeks 
the Coast, Will Hays 
New York, Feb. 19. 

He was accompanied by Mrs 
and his secretary, Milton 
field. 


stay on 
returned to 


Ha‘ 
Hoden- 


Cowdin Back With 
Optimistic Reports On 





Europe and Pic Biz 


Return to normal economic con- 
and better prod- 
uct augurs an increased demand foi 
American films on the continent, ac- 
cording to J. Cheever 
chairman of Universal. 

turned Monday (22) for 
business inspection tour 
tries abroad. 
associate, 
tion, Ltd., 


Cowdin, 
Cowdin re- 
two-month 
of 11 coun- 
He reported that U’: 
General Films Distribu- 
is making vast strides in 


| developing theatre outlets and thei 


So long as dividend on preference | 


are paid, holders 
righis but, if the 
over six months in arvears they 
entitled to one vote per share 

That is what makes the argument so 
important and that is why Maxwell 
both of whom are in- 


have no 
voting dividends 


are 


tempt to effect 
cial realignment, are 
together in a move against the 
heads. It is their point, 
to force an issue. 


sort of finan- 
suddenly found 
G-B 


obviously, 


some 


Isidore and Maurice Ostrer are 
holding private meetings with 


Charles M. Woolf. their 
ciate managing director, 
to turning over 
mont-British product to 
General Film “Distributors, 
inating G-B’s distribing setup. 

Ostrer. and Woolf have already 
agreed that the $500,000 in contracts 
between GB and its stars will be 
worked out at Wooif’s Pinewood 
studios at Iver and that the GB plant 
at Shepherd’s Bush will be _ shut- 
tered. 

Woolf's producing 
extensive interest in Universal, to- 
gether with his rapidly enlarging 
film theatre circuit and the Leis- 
cester Square theatre, London, com- 
bined with GB houses, would give a 
tremendous outlet for Woolf's dis- 
tributing organization. 

Lord Portal and James Rank, lo- 
cal financiers, are associated with 

oolf in the deal. 


DISNEY, TECHNICOLOR 
RENEW PACT FOR YEAR 


Hollywood, Feb. 23 

Walt Disney has had his contract 
with technicolor extended for an- 
other year, beginning March 1. Dis- 
ney who has been using the process 
since 1932, will produce 18 Silly Sym- 
phonies, Mickey Mouse and 
foo subjects and, in addition, 


former asso- 


Woolf's 
and elim- 


units and his 


for RKO release, 
Feature, titled ‘Snow 
the Seven Dwarfs,” has been in work 
{for a year. Portion of the release 
prints will be made in the new tech- 
nicolor plant in London, in order to 


White and 


| hurry foreign distribution. 


H. M. Warner’s Degree 


An honorary L.L.H. de 
on Harry M. 
president of Warner Bros., 
College in Florida. 


gree was 

Warner, 
by Rollins 
where Warner is 


presently vacationing with his 
brother, Major Albert. 

The same college last year pre- 
sented President Roosevelt with the 
| same degree, which is Doctor of Hu- 
mane Law. Ceremonies took place 


at Winter Park, Fla., at the college. 


| wife, 
ends of G-B’'s at- | 


with a view | 
distribution of Gau- | 





other | 
one | 
| feature length production under the 
, coniract 


| company 


' Monroe 


| the 


‘WAINFS VICE MOCHRIE, 


own pictures. 

In France 
film business 
Lebrun, 
ture 
tion. 


discussed the 
with President Albert 
being first American pic- | 
official to attain this distinc- | 
Lebrun was close friend of 


Cowdin 


the late Robert Bacon, ex-ambassa- 
dor to France, who was Cowdin’s 
uncle. 


While in England, Cowdin and his 
who went on the trip, visited 
the Lindberghs at Seven Oaks short- 
ly before they started on their Aus- 
tralian flight. Cowdin was able to 
cover so much ground in his short 
stay because he used planes most of 
time. He conferred with Lord 
Milford-Haven, head of Sperry Gy- 
roscope Co., of England, in which 
Cowdin also is interested. 

Danielle Darrieux, French actress 
and comedienne, was added to Uni- 
versal’s list of stars by Cowdin | 
while he was in Paris. 

Popularity of motion pictures in 
Nussia proved an unusual surprise 
to Cowdin. He conferred with the 
Soviet minister of films and Mar- 
shall Vorishilov, commander of Rus- 
sia’s military forces. 





Paris, Feb. 15. 

Cheever Cowdin, Universal head 
on a tour of inspection around Eu- 
rope, was received this week by 
President of the French Republic | 
Albert Lebrun. The newly-appointed 
French Ambassador in Washington, 
Georges Bonnet, was present at the 
interview as was Jean-Michel Renai- 
tour, president of the Cinema com- 
mission of the Chamber of Deputies. 

The reported object of the visit 
was to discuss Franco-American film 
cooperation but so far no details of 
what was actually talked about have 
leaked out while the duration of the 
visit can class it little more than a 
courtesy call on the part of Cowdin. 

During the same day Cowdin, ac- 
companied by Renaitour and Andre 
Peres, director for Universal in| 
France, visited the Pathe studios in 
Joinville. During this European tour 
Co-vdin visited Zurich, Rome, Venice, 
Vienna. Budapest, Prague, Warsaw. | 
Berlin, Moscow and Brussels. 





LATTER JOINING UA 


Roy Haines, 
ager for 


eastern district man- 
Warner Bros. and with the 
since 1919, has been ap- 
pointed eastern division manager 
under Grad Sears, succeeding Bob 
Mochrie. 

It is understood Mochrie will join | 
United Artists in an executive dis- 
tribution capacity on returning from 
a vacation in two weeks. 


3CHAEFER, -GREENTHAL WEST 

George J. Schaefer, back from the 
Bahamas and Daytona, Fla., Monda. 
(22), will leave for the Coast by the | 
the week, accompanied by 
Greenthal., 


end of 


| his 


MVE Flood Losses in Excess of $1,000,000 
FS onl IT Not Counting Damage at the BO. 


Pending complete checks of dam- 
that 


returns 


ages and considering losses in 


operation and _ rental can 


never be accurately figured, it is es- 


timated in theatre and distribution 
circles that the total loss caused by 
the recent flood $1,000.000 
or over. At first it was feared that 
it would be more, but the adage 
dangers to Pittsburgh, some othe 
points, and lower down on the Mis- 
sissippi, disappeared. 

It is believed that the anticipated 
loss of $1,000,000 or greater would 
run about one-half for theatres and 
one-half for distributors, although in 
the case of the latter pictures which 
were prevented from filling play- 
dates during the height of the flood, 
will in most instances be exhibited. 
Majority of the injury to distributors 
eccurred where film was fulfilling 
engagements but getting no play, 
due to greatly reduced patronage. 

While theatres in 
Wheeling, W. Va.; Portsmouth, O.: 
Evansville, Ind. and other points 
were badly damaged by water and 
backed-up sewers, in most cases the 


will run 


Louisville, 


losses were due to interrupted op- 
eration caused by lack of power, 
iight, heat and other facilities. 


it is figured that RKO alone took 
a loss of around $100.000 in Cincin- 
nati, where its seven theatres were 
forced to shutter due to inability to 
vet power. Water damaged none of 
these theatres, however Warners 
ond Loew’s were also heavy losers 
through water damage and forced 
closings for other reasons. Para- 
mount was the most fortunate of the 
chains, being struck only in Wheel- 
ing and Middletown, O. 


GOLDWYN PLANS 


QUICK WASHUP 


Hollywood, Feb, 23 

Samuel Goldwyn is rushing pro- 
duction plans in order to complete 
his $10,000,000 eight-feature-schedule 
for 1937. 

With ‘The Woman's Touch’ already 
in work, and King Vidor slated to 
start ‘Stella Dallas’ within two weeks, 
Goldwyn intends to keep two flickers 
before the lenses in stagger-fashion, 
in order to wash up his program. 


Korda’s $8,000,000 Octet 


Alexander Korda’s eight pictures 











for UA release will cost around 53.- 
900,000. Two of the octet will be 
nusicals. 


Films skedded are ‘Knight With- 
out Armor,’ ‘I, Claudius,’ ‘Divorce 
of a Lady,’ ‘Livelies from America,’ 
‘Bicycle for Two, ‘Four Feathers,’ 
‘Drums of the King’ and ‘Elephant 
Boy.’ 





London, Feb. 16. 
Korda has gone into production 
on ‘I, Claudius, co-starring Charles 
Laughton and Berle Oberon under 
direction of Josef von Sternberg, 


That gives London Films an imme- 


diate. objective—to have the pic fin- 
ished in time for the new Leicester 
Square Odeon, when that house 


opens at the Coronation period in 
| May. 


But what to do with the stu- 
dios next is troubling Korda and his 
1ssociates. 

Laughton, after this one, ends his 

sociation with Korda, going into 
own production set-up with 
Erich Pommer, and insiders declar- 
ns the unit-will quit Denham and 

ttle either at Pinewood or Elstree 


EINFELDS SATLING WEST 
Charlie Einfeld 


accompanied by 


Virs. Einfeld.. are leaving for Hollv- 
0d Saturday (27) 
They are taking the trip through 


the Canal. 
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U's Combined Net Loss 
Of $1,835,419 After Big 
Write-Offs, Write-Downs: 


Universal Pictures Company, Inc.. | 
and subsidiaries, wound up the fiscal | 
year ended Oct. 31, 1936, with a 
combined net loss of $1,835,419, after 
providing for all charges, including | 
depreciation and amortization of | 
fixed assets amounting to $392,850. | 
Report to stockholders relates that the | 
controlling interest in the company | 
Was acquired by Universal Corp. 
April 2, 1936, with J. Cheever Cow- 
din (Standard Capital) and Charles 
R. Rogers taking the helm on that 
date. Thus the report covers only 
six months under the new manage- 
ment. 

The loss shown by Universal 
after deducting a profit of $333,535: 
realized on the sale of a British sub- 
sidiary but includes the write-off of 
the company’s entire investment in 
its Spanish subsidiary and the write- 
down of the company’s investment in 
its German subsid, as well as a pro- 
vision for prospective cancellation of 
a German theatre lease. All of this 
aggregated $292,369. 

Income from domestic film rentals | 
and sales totalled $10,480,617, while 
from foreign subsidiaries the same 
produced $6,283,357. Universal’s to- 
tal income from operations amounted 
to $17,408,254. Gross profit was placed 
at $4,314,953. 

In the combined net loss for the 
52 weeks was included $610,911 of 
provision for net losses of subsidi- 
aries operating in foreign territories. 
This provision for net losses of for- | 
eign subsids is based on profits and 
losses shown for the period of Nov. 
2, 1935, to Aug. 29 or Sept. 26, 1936. 
As a result, the operations of for- | 
eign subsidiaries, other than Canada, | 
covers periods of only 43 or 47 | 
weeks. Figured that this would have | 
trimmed the net loss by about $175,- | 
000, if covering the full year. | 

Stockholders are told that the di- | 
rectors of this company and of Uni- 
versal Corp. (which acquired con- 
trolling interest in Universal Pic- 
tures Co.) are considering a merger 
of the two corporations though no 
plan has been decided on as yet. 


N.Y. EXHIBS’ DINNER 
TO ZUKOR ALL SET 


Arrangements have been com- | 
pleted by independent exhibitor in- | 
terests in New York to tender a 
good-will dinner to Adolph Zukor at 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, March 29. | 
Bill Brandt heads the committee in | 
charge. Exhibs from other points, as 
far west as Chicago, from New Eng- 
land and the South, will also attend. 
Tariff is $10 a head. 

Zukor, who will be-in Miami the 
week of March 15 for the conven- 
tion of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America and Para-| 
mount’s own theatre conclave, will | 
come up to New York immediately | 
after for the indie exhib affair. 

















Zukor had wanted to make. a tour | 


of exchanges after looking in on the | 
Miami conventions but feels that he | 





No Cure 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Bryan Foy went to Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital to rest and 
crack a case of flu. Wasn't long 
before his room looked like a 
casting office, what with agents, 
writers and actors outrunning 
attendants. 


BIG DEMAND FOR PAR’S 
NEW 327 DEBENTURES 











Formal offering by Paramount of 
$15,000,000 worth of 314° convertible 
debentures in exchange for an equal 
amount of its 6% debentures, due in 
1955, on an equal swap was 
made on Thursday (18) of last week. 
Previous to actual offering, these 
new debentures were quoted in 
over-the-counter market trading on 
a when-issued basis at $105 and $106 


basis 


| asked. 


Traders were at loss to 
such a big premium excepting that 
there is a heavy demand for con- 
vertible issues and liens, with plenty 
of bidders for that type of security 
no matter what price. Banks re- 
cently have evidenced considerable 
interest in this type of convertible 
security in recent months, too. 

Another angle viewed with curi- 
osity by those in the street was the 
present conversion value as figured 
on the basis of the common stock’s 
quoted price. This ranged between 
$780 and $810 per $1,000«as the com- 
mon ranged between $26 and $27 
per share. 

The new bonds will be convertible 
at $331-3 per share till March 1, 


explain | 


PAR AND WARNER HOME 
OFFICE PARTIES CLICK 


An estimated 1,000 turned out for 
| the first Paramount banquet-dance 
| to be held by that company for its 
| employees since the company went 
| into bankruptcy in 1932. Affair, held 
Friday night (19), under the aus- 
pices of the Paramount Pep Club 
which was revived last year, was 
preceded by cocktails with Par em- 





ployees as the guest of Barney 
Balaban, president. Latter was un- 
able to attend due to the sudden 


death of his mother in Miami Beach 
the same day. 

While the cocktails and banquet 
were just for Par people, no out- 
siders heing invited, friends of the 
company and of employees 
guests for the dance later on. 

2ar took over the Hotel 
roof, N. Y., for the affair. 


Astor 





office boys up. 
Another brilliant annual 
dance of the past week was given by 


N. Y., Saturday night (20), where a 
week before (13) Columbia held its 
once-yearly affair. As at the Col 
party, cocktails were served every- 
one attending the Warner ball on the 


vert whiskey people. 
thing new for picture parties. 
Columbia the cocktail was called 
the Columbia Club while for WB it 
was the Warner Club cocktail. 

Warners topped Col on the show 
it arranged, talent including the Hal 
Kemp orchestra, Rudy Vallee, Three 
Swifts, Paul Draper, Gae Foster Girls 
and numerous others. 


bert Warner were 





1942, and thereafter and until March 
23. 1947, at $40 a share, conversion | 
price being subject to revision in | 
certain contingencies, read _ the | 
official pronouncement. 


Rep Closes Out Studio 
Press Dept.; Up to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Republic has abandoned its pub- 
licity department on the Coast. | 
Press material will be released from 
New York. 

Het Manheim, studio publicity 
manager, is handling blurbs on the 
Nat Levine production, “The Hit Pa- 








rade. Members of the staff will re- 
main on the lot in various other 
capacities, 





Educational 16mm. Pix 


able to attend, 


| both brothers being in Florida. 





Gracie Fields Reports 


At 20th-Fox Early March 


Gracie Fields, European actress, 
en route to the 20th-Fox studio in 
Hollywood -to fulfill a picture con- 





tract, will land in New York 
March 7. 

Monte Banks, English producer. 
hired by 20th as an associate on 


Miss Fields’ flickers, will come on 
from the Coast to meet the actress. 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 





For Radio City Museum 


Continuous motion pictures of bac- | 


teria, germs and other microscropic 
enemies of mankind will be a prom- 
inent feature of an elaborate display 
on hygiene which K. G. Frank has 
imported from Dresden, Germany. It 
soon will go on exhibition at the 
N. Y. Museum of Science and Indus- 
try in Radio City. 

Continuous films in 16 millimeter 
size will be available to visitors, press 
of button setting the motion picture 





, Albany. 

Brondale Theatre Corp.. New York: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 100 
sharés, no par value Incorporators: 
Davis N. Lewis, Plymouth drive, Bridge- 
waters, N. Y.; Henrietta Friedman, 16 
Maple avenue, Bay Shore, N. Y¥.: Anne 
| Dolny, 552 Potter boulevara, Bridge- 
{ waters, N. Y, 

Red Harvest, Ine., New (York: the- 
|} atrical business; capital stock, 1,006 
shares, ' no par value. Incorporators: 


| Hilda Pachman,, Dina Braun, Mary C., 
| Monshan, all of 162 West 42nd street, 
New York City.” 





Deposit Theatres, Incorporated, Oneida: 
theatrics! business; capital stock, 260 
sheies, $100 par value, Incorporators: 
Myron J. Kallet. Madison Theatre build- 
ing, Oneida; William T. MacNeilly, 276 
Earl &@venue, Oneida: Alexander JW. Saul, 
2411 Easf Genessee street, Syracuse 

Rochester Palace Corp., New York: 
theatricat business: capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value Incorporators: 





were | 


Pep Club | 
members who attended ranking from | 


dinner- | 


Warner Bros at the Waldorf-Astoria, | 


| at the Carthay Circle, looks set for two more months. 


house through a tie-up with the Cal- | 
This is some- | 


For | would believe they were back in the old offices in the New York Times 


Neither Harr ajor Al-| 
either Harry M. nor Major Al | astounded at the vast amount of talent that was proferred him for use 





> haste Soit—~Poeienes F 


Questionnaire was distributed among members of the Independent The. 
atre Owners of Southern California requesting info as to whether they 
bought Warners-First National product for 1936-37; whether they are satic. 
fied with deal, describing their reasons if displeased. If exhibs didn't buy 
WB pix, question is asked: ‘Is your reason specifically because of the arbi. 
trary and unfair sales policy of the distributor?’ 

Principal objection on the part of protestants is asserted to be over the 
WB national sales policy of designating four top pix of the current sea. 
son’s slate as percentage films. Heretofore, selling policy in many jin. 
stances has provided for straight rentals all the way through, and it js 
against this change that the protests are said to be leveled. 








Cecil B. DeMille is reaping unexpected royalties from 16 mm. exhibi- 
tion of ‘King of Kings.’ So profitable has it been that the Paramount 
producer-director is entering into an arrangement with Cinema Corp, of 
America to release ‘Sign of the Cross’ and part of ‘The Ten Command. 
ments.’ Schools, churches, clubs and organizations without sufficient fa- 
cilities to handle the standard film are finding the narrow gauge strip 
suitable to their needs. Russia and China are finding good use for the 
16 mm. ribbon, the Soviet making it work as propaganda for hygiene among 
the peasantry. Missionaries in the far east are employing the ‘King of 
Kings’ flicker to illustrate their sermonizing. 

For the first time in several years, Los Angeles will have two two-a-day 
attractions running simultaneously when Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon’ opens 
at the Four Star, now slated for March 10. “The Good Earth,’ currently 
Back in July, 1927, 
four $1.50 picture attractions played L. A. simultaneously. They were: 
‘Seventh Heaven, ‘Carthay; ‘King of Kings,’ Chinese; ‘Topsy and Eva,’ 
Egyptian, and ‘When a Man Loves,’ at the Forum. All were operated 
on a two-a-day basis. 

Seems like old times with Al Lewis and Max Gordon, former Broadway 
producing partners, reunited at RKO. Anyone hearing their arguments 





building. Reason for latest flareup was that Gordon didn’t want his name 
alone on an office door. He said to his former partner that the name on 
the latter’s door should be Lewis & Gordon. However, Lewis curbed the 
argument by saying, ‘This is a different racket, we’re each on our own and 
I’m taking no raps for you.’ 
recollections as a press representative last week over WINS, he was 
in pictures. As soon as announcers, production men, actors and others in 
the broadcast studio discovered he was connected with a picture company, 
there was an immediate rush to suggest and name candidates that U could 
not afford to overlook. He referred all to the talent division of the com- 
pany headed by Harry Evans. 

Director of a current war picture is feuding with members of the press- 
radio chatterers. Stories have been carried that his relationship with 
cast underlings hasn’t been harmonious. These were put on the air. Di- 
rector went to the studio head and demanded that the set be closed to the 
blurb clique. Trouble started when members of the troupe started ribbing 
the director about his elaborate uniform and referring to him as ‘field 
marshal.’ 

Hays office was notified last week that the state of Massachusetts has 
reversed its former position on the 2,000-foot reels, having approved reg- 
ulations permitting use of larger footage. Orders came from the com- 
missioner of public safety. Tentative ruling had banned the big spools 
but 2,000-foot reel committee for the film industry put in its side of the 
question at a special confab, Sept. 22, with successful results, as being 
officially reported to Haysian body last week. 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes has put an extra 
tap on members to refill its benefits chest which was depleted during the 
depression. Each member is paying 2% of his earnings. It is figured that 
over..a period of a year $5,616,000 will be jammed in the coffers. Holly- 
wood will pay off around $500,000. Balance will be contributed by the 
remaining 82,000 workers throughout the U. S. and Canada. Assessment 
is in addition to the membership dues. 

Si Seadler, of Metro’s publicity staff, had to obtain the cooperation of 
the U. S. Navy and National Park departments in order to take boafload 
of press representatives to preview of ‘Servant of the People.’ short feature, 
shown last week in guard room at Fort Wood, Bedloes Island. Scribes 
taken out to island on naval boat, actual screening being within shadow 
of Statue of Liberty. Patriotic and historical theme (framing of U. S. 
constitution) of picture prompted the elaborate tie-up. Herb Morgan 
handled the details. 








Katherine Locke, who got a lot of attention in reviews of ‘Having Won- 
derful Time,’ legit play at the Lyceum. N. Y., is the wife of Morris Hal- 
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FCC'S BELL TEL CO. EXPOSE | 





- Erpi’s Film Income for 8 Years 





Sources of bulk of income pocketed by Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, Inc., during first eight years of sound—from Jan. 1, 
Dec. 31, 1935—were revealed by the Federal Communications Com- 


mission Thursday (18) as follows: 


Washington, Feb. 23. 


1927, through 


COME 125 MILL 





3-Volume History of Bell 
Telephone Charges 
gantic Plan to Dominate 


the Picture Business—Re- 








r-—PRODUCTION—~ EXHIBITION 

Company Royalties Rentals Rentals Total 

Paramount ...... $2,761,577 $2,994.349 $4,646,704 $16,402,630 
Pe oS wie weubes 2,280,256 1.254.628 4,301,953 7,836,837 
a ree 2,450,500 1,620,144 1,962,365 6,033,009 
WEEE ick écesis 4,417,245 2.039.308 apne 6.456.553 
Universal ....<0- 1,790,023 650.140 889,855 3.330.018 
Columbia .....».-- 1,428,354 hl ee 1,864,248 
United Artists ... 617,135 527.878 110,650 1,255,763 
Totals ..0< 9 00 00 0Hh0,070/000 $9,522,341 $11,911,527 $36,508,958 














NEXT RKO PLAN 
HEARING ON 
MARCHIL 


‘I wish somebody would get some- 
where with these proceedings.’ 

These were the parting words of 
Federal Judge William Bondy to/| 
some 40 or more lawyers who at- 
tended a hearing on RKO’s plan of 
reorganization before him last week. 
In accordance with customary con- | 
ditions of such reorganization hear- + 
ings, there probably were more} 
lawyers than there were creditors. 

One thing was accomplished at the 
hearing. RKO’s reorganization plan 
was proposed formally. There will 
be another hearing before Judge 
Bondy on March 11. This hearing 
will be held on the motion of Irving 
Trust Co., trustee of RKO, under | 
77b, to prepay the balance of 
Chemical Bank notes outstanding 
and amounting roughly to around | 
$650,000. Hearings on the RKO re- 
organization plan will begin formally. | 
therefore one week later, March 18. | 
at 10:30 a.m., in room 1506 of the | 
new Federal Court Building, in| 
Foley Square, N. Y. 

Judge Bondy indicated his readi- | 
ness to proceed with hearings on the 
plan but there were objections from 
the floor and after a bit of wrangling | 
the matter was put off. Judge Bondy | 
expressed his willingness to conduct | 
the hearings day and night to speed 
up the matter, but the lawyers | 
couldn't agree. 

Some of the lawyers obviously are 
holding back for the later hearings. 
Several representatives of the trus- 
tee were in attendance also. It is 
anybody's guess what the attorneys’ | 
fees in RKO’s reorganization pro- | 
ceedings might aggregate eventually. | 
It should run to several hundred | 
thousand dollars. 


Lenten Bull Market 
For 10-Year Old ‘King 
Of Kings,’ De Mille Snec 


There’s plenty of life yet in the 
10-vear-old ‘King of Kings’ in way 
of Lenten bookings around the coun- | 
try. chiefly in small towns and met- 
ropolitan nabes. The DeMille pro- 








a 


duction has been set in over 60 
houses for month of March, with 
heavy emphasis on Holy Week. 
Spots booked are mostly in New 


Enzland and along the Atlantic sea- 


board, running down into the Caro- 
linas. 


The pic. which was initially re- 
leased by Pathe, and later dis- 
tributed by RKO, is! now indepen- 
dently booked by. John F. Lyons. 


Rights are still in possession of Jere- 
miah Millbank, Wall Streeter who 
bankrolled DeMille with $2,500.000 
to make the film. 

There are only 14 prints now re- 
maining in the U. S., which badly 
Jams up bookings around Holy 
Week time. with Lyons unable to 
Satisfy all the demands. Since it 
Costs $180 to make each print, and 


since rentals are usually only 


around $250 per week. it has become 

a eee : 

the custom to make the 14 prints go | 
Figured having more prints 


around, 


|} ommendations to 


| How extensive the round-up will be 


SAME SQUAWKS 


Outlined For Northwest Allied Con- 
vention March 2-3 





Minneapolis, Feb. 23. 
When Northwest Allied States 
vids its annual convention here 
March 2-3, one important order of 
business will be to decide on a film 
buying policy for independent ex- 
hibitors for next season, according 
to announcement by 
executive secretary. 
A ‘products committee’ will be 
appointed to study the new season 
product situation and report its rec- 
the convention. 
The membership is prepared to take 
a more vigorous stand against per- 
centage deals, compulsory preferred 
playing time and forcing of short 
subjects, Kane says ° 


P. 0. Dent. No Like 


Special Messensers’ 
Cut-In on Its Revenue 





Washington, Dec. 23. 

Dunning campaign to collect post- 
age from business firms using private 
messenger and express services to 
cut their delivery expenditures is in 
the offing. Theatres may be prodded 
for huge amounts or faced with 
prosecution for violating laws giving 
the government a monopoly on mail 
transportation. 

While no concrete plan has been 
formulated, Post Office Department 
expects to start nationwide crusade 
shortly to kill off practice of hiring 
telegraph and express messengers to 
distribute advertising matter, bills 
and other communications which 
should go through the VU. S. mail. 


die ae | brought 


depends on how many additional in- 
spectors are authorized by Congress. 

Criminal action is unlikely, unless 
postal snoopers run across individu- 
als whvu have persisted in diverting 
business from. the government after 
being apprized of the law. Principal 
object is to educate large mailers so 





the practice will be dropped and to 
get revenues’ which 


flowed to the U. S. Treasury. Esti- | 


S. D. Kane, | 


views Erpi’s and Chase 


Bank’s Plan for Mergers | 


and Financial Control 


2-YEAR SURVEY 


Washington, Feb. 23. 

Sensational three-volume 
showing how the Bell telephone sys- 
| tem siphoned $125,000,000 out of the 
film industry in eight years, plotted 
|to dominate every branch of the pic- 
| ture business, and perfected mon- 
|opoly of the sound field was issued 
|by the Federal Communications 
| Commission Thursday (18). 
Climaxing sporadic inspections of 
| Electrical Research Products Ine. 
|over a period of nearly 24 months, 
| FCC sleuths revealed that by taking 
advantage of patent rights and strong 
creditor position, the telephone trust 
has become one of the biggest single 
factors in pictures. Besides review- 
ing much old stuff previously brought 
out in courts and Congressional 
hearings, Commish threw spotlight 
on many unknown phases of the in- 
vasion into pictures by American 
Telephone & Telegraph. Bell System, 
Western Electric, Erpi, and miscel- 
laneous subsidiaries. 

Among more colorful 
were the following: 

1. The first eight years of sound 
$123,331,117 of studio and 
exhibitor money into the telephone 
treasury. 

2. During early stages of the de- 
pression, telephone people tried to 
force complete reorganization of the 
industry which would put them in 
virtual control and stifle competi- 
tion forever. 

3. Through Erpi and minor com- 
panies, telephone trust carried out 
minor part of the industry shake-up 
scheme by getting control of studios 
in Hollywood and the East. 

4. Telephone money played a big 
part in ousting the Laemmles from 
Universal. 

5. More than 150 features, shorts, 
educational, and promotional films 
have been financed to varying de- 
grees with telephone cash. 

6. Paramount has dumped more 
than $10,000,000 into the Bell system 
coffers through rental charges and 
royalties on both production and 
exhibition. 

Revealing that the sound apparatus 
monopoly brought in more 


revelations 





exhibitors in eight years, the 800- 


should have |page report was filled with sharp | Occupied 


denuncintion of business practices 


FROM PIX ING YR, 


Gi- | 


history | 


than | 
$35,000,000 from five major producer- | 





1N| Breakdown of Erpis Income; Now 


Mere Royalties Than Installations 





Expect Decision Soon in 
° ~~ 
Tampa Restraint Suit 
Atlanta, Feb. 23. 
A ruling on the petition for .a 
temporary injunction sought by op- 
erators of the Broadway Theatre, 


|Inc., of Tampa, restraining ‘eight 
major film distributors and E. J. 


| Sparks and Frank Rogers, of Jack- 


|sonville, Fla., from purportedly re- 
fusing them first-run pics, is ex- 
pected to be returned within several 
days by Federal Judge Bascom S. 
| Deaver, of Macon. 
| The hearing consumed two days 
|last week. The action was brought 
| in Atlanta because most of the ma- 
companies involved have dis- 





jor 
tributing offices here. 
has requested briefs in the hearing. 

Defendant companies are Vita- 
graph, 20th-Fox, Paramount, Colum- 
bia, Metro, Universal, UA and RKO. 





POOH-POOH U. S. 
INTEREST IN 
ANTI-BLOCK 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Suggestion that  block-booking 
control may be written into legisla- 
tion, giving the Federal Trade Com- 


ness activities, is 


measure giving FTC power to ban 
‘deceptive acts’ in interstate com- 
merce, talk has been heard about 
possibility of tacking on some of the 
provisions of the Culkin and Petten- 
gill bills designed to outlaw block 
leasing and blind selling. Both of 
these measures would set up the 
FTC as arbiter in disputes over fair- 
ness of film distribution methods. 


The source of the idea is obscure, 
and the mystery about the genesis 
of the talk has added interest. Pro- 
ponents of the block booking legis- 
lation claim they are not interested 
in this technic, and some openly 
suspect film producers of inspiring 
the discussion. One lawmaker in- 
terested in banning group-leasing 
was wondering what the purpose 
|of this move could be and seemed 
|convinced the industry is engaging 
j in some far-fetched shadowboxing. 

The block-booking question has re- 
ceived no attention in Congress so far. 

with far more important 
leaders do not seem at all 








matters, 


mated $40,000,000 has been Idst be- followed by the telephone trust in | disposed to take up the bills. Hearings 


cause private firms got business | 


its dealings with picture firms. The 


| are deemed improbable, in view of 


which should..be done .by the. P.. Oy | eemences Gontinued: on- page<th)4 = || the .leng@th.,.of. time spent last year; 


Dept. | 

Under postal regs, any concern 
may use help to deliver bills and ad- | 
vertisements, but the business can- 
not be farmed out without violating 
the law. 





a a : | 
Bill Sussman’s Illness | 





Bill Sussman is seriously ill, suf- 
fering from a throat infection. 
The 20thFox division sales man- 
ager’s ailment is streptococci. 
| 

turned out would be expense. not | 
justified by the amounts realized | 


from the rentals. 
This year the big spot for ‘King’ 
is Brooklyn, N. Y., where 11 nabes 





i have already contracted for engage- | 


ments ranging from two-day stands 
to full-week. 

In the matter of time the spectacle | 
is getting current Lent, cinch it will | 
be best season in three years. 

There is also a-16 mm. print avail- | 
able for churches, convents and 
schools wishing to screen ‘King’ pri- 
vately. The 16 mm. distribution is 
handled by Photoscope, Inc. 


Newsreels and Erpi 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Royalties from sound newsreels 
have brought only an insignificant 
amount of revenue to Electrical Re- 


search Products, Inc., study by Fed- | 


eral Communications Commission 
showed last week. Total receipts 
from weeklies to the end of 1935 
| were $520,459, only 3° of aggre- 
| gate film royalties. 

The reels’ bill was split 3 to 2 


between charges on product for do- 
mestic markets.and export. ERPI 
has collected $310,568 on films for 
U. S. distribution and $209,891 on 
those for foreign markets. Com- 
pany’s best year for reel royalties 
was 1931, when $63,296 was Mken in. 
Bills for three reels were as fol- 
lows: 
Movietonews, 
$134,230 foreign. 


$172.095 domestic. 


Paramount. $87,372 domestic, $56.- 
260 foreign. 

Universal. $51.101 domestic, $19.- 
401 foreign. e 


hearing pros and cons and the fact 
that the election is over. 


| Booklet entitled, ‘The Truth About 
Block Booking,’ has been published 


Judge Deaver. 





circles. 
With the House Interstate Com-} 
merce committee soon to act on a 











‘for industry distribution by the Mo- | 


ition Picture Producers and Distribu- 


{ 


Washington, Feb. 23. 


Collecting from more than one- 
third of the wired houses, Electrical 
Research Products, Inc., is becom- 


ing more dependent royalties 


and 


upon 


maintenance service for rev- 


enues than on new leases of equip- 
ment, Federal Communications Com- 
mission reported Thursday (18). 
showing Erpi income 
materially since the 
sound, the Commish 
said royalty payments have risen 
from 6.18% of the company’s gross 
in 1929 to 34.81% in 1935. Over an 
eight-year period royalties accounted 
for 15.83% of the aggregate receipts, 
totaling $24,058.476. 

While the dollar volume and pro- 
portion of revenues from service and 
maintenance have not increased, the 
importance of this item #=™errred 
since Erpi started business, as the 
number of new _ installations has 
dropped off. With number of wired 
house trending toward saturation 
point, there has been relatively little 
fluctuation in receipts for service and 
mainteance, which amounted to $3,- 
652,465 in 1935 against $4,404,273 in 
the peak year of 1929, study em- 
phasized. From this sgurce alone, 
Erpi in its first eight years collected 
$32,031,110, or approximately 34.92% 
of its total revenues from reproduc- 
ing equipment business. 

Interpreting their figures, FCC re- 
searchers observed that breakdown 
of maintenance receipts indicate that 
‘with the decline in the demand for 
equipment, the servicing and main- 


In survey 
has slumped 
1929 rush for 


mission broad authority over busi- | tenance of equipment became _in- 
being advanced] creasingly important as a source of 
and pooh-poohed in Congressional | revenue and in 1935 outranked in 


importance the equipment leasing 
and selling activities. At another 
point, they remarked ‘it will be noted 
that royalties have become relatively 
more important both in amount and 
in percentage of total gross operating 
revenues. This is explained by the 
fact that royalties depend upon the 
units of product made on recording 
equipment leased or sold and, there- 
fore, continue as long as there is any 
utilization of the equipment.’ 

The study of Erpi operating income 
by major types of activity showed 
reproducing business in eight years 
brought $91,737,098, recording busi- 
nes brought $11,510,830, export sales 
brought $19,733,428, and _ royalties 
brought $24,058,476, 

Although the Bell System subsid 
has made strenuous efforts to develop 
the non-theatrical market by driving 
for installations for educational and 
industrial use, the FCC study dis- 
closed that only a tiny fraction of the 
reproducing equipment business 


| came from custcmers not engaged in 


commercial exhibition. Of a total of 


| $54,222,023 received for installations, 


theatrical accounts represented $52,- 
690,856 and non-theatrical only 
$1,531,167. 

The rush to sound just before the 
depression hit gave Erpi a boom year 
in 1929, study showed. Gross reven- 
ues that year touched $46,878,296, 
more than one-quarter of the aggre- 
gate income for the first eight years 
of company's existence. New house 


| installations accounted for $27,458.820 


|tors of America. Went out this weck. | of the total. 


|Leaflet makes a point of describing | 


i‘block booking’ as wholesale selling 
| which it terms a practice Common to 
American business. Claims that this 
practice makes it economically pos- 


sible for millions to see the best pic- | 


tures at lowest admish prices. 

Winds up pleas for ‘block booking’ 
by stating that all legislation to 
abolish the practice must be opposed 
if the advancement of motion pic- 
tures is continued and public’s in- 
terest is promoted. 


H’woed Influence? 


Detroit, Feb. 23 

Royal A. Baker, ex-police censor, 
has opened an art studio here. 

‘I don’t object to nudes.’ reflected 
| Baker. ‘In fact, I like to have a few 
hanging around the studio. 
don’t go in for the moderns, 


| wiring 
| dropped sharply in 1930 and has dex 


| 


But I) 


| 


The same trend in Erpi recording 


| revenues was evident in the recapitu- 


lation. Out of a total of $11,510,830 
from all sources, company derived 
$11,122,901 for equipment installed in 
studios. Best year was 1929, when 
brought $6,095,864. Figure 


clined progressively in later years. 


Circus Slant by Morrissey 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Will Morrissey, actor-producer, has 
pulled in from the east to work with 
Samuel Hoffenstein on the script of 
Buddy De Sylva’ 
the Universal. 
Morrissey, who wa 


‘Jumbo,’ 


‘Hippodrome.’ at 


silly 


“ ill 


Rose's 
assistant on kick in 


with circus angles, 


en A os 
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New Pix Mean Good Biz in Chi: 
‘Green Light’ Nice 346; ‘Ave.. 196; 
‘Strogoff,’ Plus Unit, N. G. $15,000 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Plenty of new pix on the loop’s 
screens this week, with a flock of 
solid attractions lined up at prac- 
tically every amusement store. Re- 


+ 





sult will be a pretty much strength- | 


ened set of grosses, especially at such 
houses as the Roosevelt, United 
Artists, Oriental and Chicago. 

‘Good Earth’ opened Friday (19) 


| 
} 


at the Apollo on a roadshow policy, | 


and Metro is planning on at least 
eight weeks at this house. Advance 
sales are strong, based on excellent 
word-of-mouth and reviews, and in- 
dications are for the best road-show 
strength in this town since ‘Great 
Ziegfeld.’ 

Weakness of the loop currently is 
the Palace, where ‘Michael Strogoff’ 
is meaning nothing at the box office. 
Got away weakly and doésn’t look 
for anything on the session. House 
is—up against it for bookings during 
the next four weeks, having noth- 
ing of moment for either its screen 
or stage. Now waiting until Easter 
Week. when it expects ‘Top of the 
Town.’ 

Belle Baker is the money-maker 


at the Oriental, while Rae Samuels | ‘Lloyd's’ 


| highlights of the week, along with 


is tuning ’em up at the State-Lake. 
both houses depending on its vaude 
and headliners currently. 


Estimates for This Week 





400, plenty good for a first run let 
alone reruns. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Man of 
People’ (MG), twin bill. Critics 
overboard on Ritz Bros. raves and 
thereby helping the film along re- 
markably. Adds up to one of big- 
gest of film weeks, $11,000. Last 
week ‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) and 
‘Career Woman’ (20th) exceeded ex- 
pectations considerably, $9,200. 





GRACE MOORE'S 








Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Good Earth’ (MG) (Ist 
week). Roadshower has excellent | 


possibilities with good advance sale. | 
Last week, ‘Love Song’ (WB), fair | 


$5,100. 


‘Green Light’ (WB) and stage show. 
Started nicely and should get pleas- 
ant $34,000. Last week, ‘Holiday’ 
(WB), fair enough at $26,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-65-75) 
—‘Camille’ (MG). Moved here after 
three weeks at United Artists and 
doing profitable $6,500. 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par), repeated 
in loop for so-so $4,400. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and vaude. 
Belle Baker heading stage end and 
accounting for bulk of the trade, 
zipping to better than $20,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Man of People’ (MG) 
fade to $16,300, saggy. 

Palace (RKO) 
—Strogoff’ (RKO) and ‘Greenwich 
Village Follies’ unit on stage. Stalled 
and left at the post. Will toboggan 


$10,000 AUGURS 
SEATTLE RUN 


Seattle, Feb. 23. 
Eighth week for ‘Million,’ third for 
and second for ‘Avenue’ 
When at Liberty 


You're in Love’ 


and ‘God’s Country and Woman’ at) 


Fifth. 
Holiday also a boon, 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreegn) 
(900; 27-37-42)—‘Lloyd’s onion’ 
(20th) and ‘We're On Jury’ (RKO) 


| dual, third week, moved from Fifth 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— | 


Last week, |} 


|*‘Man Who Lived Again’ 
(2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 


into the basement at $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) didn't | 


mean what Ken Murray and Oswald 


meant on the stage, radio and vaude | 


comics fine 
$25,500. 
Roosevelt 
75)—On Avenue’ (20th). 
splendid fashion Saturday (20); 
heading for fat $19,000. Last week, 


building the take to 


(B&K) (1.500; 25-45-65- | 
Away in} ; 
| week is 


‘Live Only Once’ (UA), wound up| 


with meagre $9,900. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- 
49)—‘About to Die’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Rae Samuels aiding the take 


on the stage. Combination rounding 
up mighty fine $16,000. Last week, 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (U), 
fair $12,100. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) 


35-55-75)—‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA). 


and vaude, | 


(1,700; | 2nd 


Femme trade building this one to! 


nearly $18,000. highly satisfactory. 
Last week, ‘Camille’ (UA). finished 
a three-weeker to solid $10,300. 


‘AVENUE’ BIG $11,000 
IN OMAHA: JOAN $8,200 


Omaha, Feb. 23. 
outdoing anything on 








Orpheum 


theatre row with ‘On the Avenue’ | 


aj the main half of double feature. | 
Hitting on high and headed for tops | 


in Dg om es Omaha in second place 
an 


topping average considerably | 


with ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ as the reason. | 


Otherwise theatres riding 
Weather past 10 days or so has taken 
a decided change for the better and 
receipts have been quick to respond. 
Bank night midweek continues un- 
molested although city council is 
mulling a regulatory idea. 


Estimates for This Week 
5 Brandeis (Singer-RKO) — (1,250: 
<9-35-40 \—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and 
Woman of Glamour’ (Col) doubled. 
Something slightly over average. 
$4,200. Last week ‘Condemned Row’ 


easy. | 


Ave., but $3.800 slow trade. Last 
week, ‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and 
‘Under Cover of Night’ (MGM) dual, 
$2,300, slow. 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 


(1,900; 21-32)—Born to Dance’ 
(MG) and ‘Our Relations’ (MG) 
dual. Big at $3,600. Last week, 
‘Libeled Lady’ (MG) and ‘White 
Hunter’ (20th) dual. Nine days, 
strong $4,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—Border Patrolman’ (20th) and 
‘Reckless Roads’ (Rep) dual. split 


with ‘Blackmailer’ (Col) and ‘Falling 
in Love’ (Prin) dual. Good $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Trailing West’ (WB) and 


split with ‘Private Sec’ (Prin) and 
‘Conflict’ (U) dual, big $2,600. 





(GB) dual, | 


| 
' 
| 








Fifth Ave. (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(2,400; 27-37-42 )}—God’s Country gnd| 


Woman’ (WB) and ‘Dangerous Nym- | 


ber’ (MGM) dual. 


Big $9,000. Last | 


week, ‘Lloyd's of London’ (20th) and | 


‘We're On Jury’ 
week, $5,300. good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 27-37-42)— 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col) single- 
ton, looks set for run, $10.000 first 
socko. Last week, ‘Rem- 
brandt’ (UA) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
(Col) dual, $4,300, okay. 

Music Box ‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(RKO) dual, 


(900; 27-37-42)—‘One in Million’ 
(20th) (8th week). Looks to reach 
$3.700. immense. Truly sensational 
a Last week, same film, $3,500, 
200d, 


Music Hall (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,300; 27-37-42)—‘On Avenue’ (20th) 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th) dual 
week). O. K. at $4,500. Last week, 
same films. $9,000. great. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.700: 27-37)—Plough and_ Star’ 
(RKO) and ‘Wild Brian Kent’ (20th). 
Nice combo, with vaude. indicates 
good $6.000. Last week, ‘Drummand 
Escapes’ (Par) and ‘Once a Doctor’ 
(WB) dual, $5.300. moderate. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450: 16-27- 
37)—‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) and 
vaude. At $3.700. o. k. Last week, 


(2d | 


2d | 


| 





‘Shakedown’ (Col) and Duke Elling- | 


ton band on stake. 4 days. $4,300. 
great: split with ‘Love Letters of 
Star’ (U) and vaude, 4 days, $1.900, 
fair. making 8-dav week big $6,200. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.100: 27-37-42)—‘Wings of the 
Morning’ (20th) and ‘Great O'Malley’ 


(WB) dual. slow biz. $3.000. Last 
week. ‘Black Legion’ (WB) and 
‘Mama Steps Out’ (MG) dual, big 
| campaign but onlv $3.000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-32)— 
|*Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) and 
‘Man I Married’ (U) dual. Big 
gross, $2.800. Last week. ‘Go West 


!tant downtown 


(RKO) and ‘We’re on the Jury’ 
(RKO) weakies at $3,600. : 
Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)—_ 
Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Jail 
Break" (WB). Good dual bill with 
diverse draw, circuit goes to Metro 
film for $8,200 at least for these 
Which gets the house -back to its 


igures of last spring and summer. | 


Last week ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) 
and ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) were 


an innovation as double bill in that | 


Girls’ had already played a full 
week at the Orph early in the year 
as second fiddle to a stage show. This 
engagement justified itself with $7,- 


| ‘Banjo 


Young Man’ (Par) and ‘In His Steps’ 
(GN) dual. $2.600. good. 


Flood Rehabilitation 


Still Hampering L’ville 


Louisville, Feb. 23. 
Shoppers and theatre patrons still 
inconvenienced on main stem by re- 
pair work underground, which 
leaves huge gaping holes on Fourth 
Street. Street cars and automobiles 
being detoured wround two impor- 
blocks, all of which 
has tendency to slow down trede at 
b. o's. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25).— 
‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) and 
On My Knee’ (20th-Fox), 
Nice pair of subsies, doing 
considering pedestrian and 


dual. 
nicely 








vehicular handicaps. Good $1,700 in- 
dicated. Last week “Three Men on 
Horse’ (FN) and ‘White Hunter’ 
(20th-Fox), took fair $1,400 on short 
week. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Under Cover 
of Night’ (MG), dual. Not much 
b. o. strength in evidence, coupled 
with barrenness in house caused by 
lack of seat replacements, all point 
to mild $4,000. Last week ‘Beloved 
Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
(Col) dual, held through Saturday, 
$4,500, light. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) 


(1,000; | 





15-25-40)—Black Legion’ (WB). No | 


particular expioitation, and response 


from both male and femme patrons | 


none too hefty; $2,500 is indicated, | 
well below normal. Last week 
‘Stolen Holidry’ (WB). going it 


alone, well enough at $2.700. 

Ohio (‘(Settos) (900; 15).—‘G-Men’ 
(FN) and ‘Broadway Hostess’ (FN) 
dual, splitting with ‘Strike Me Pink’ 
(UA) and ‘We Live Again’ (UA), 
dual. Post-flood repairs in this par- 


ticular block hurting biz plenty. 
Won't do better than $700, weak 
Last week ‘Flirtation Walk’ (WB) 


and ‘Desirable’ (WB), dual, splitting 
with ‘Little Miss Nobody’ (20th) and 
‘Dark Angel’ (UA), dual, opened 
house after three-week holiday to 
fair $800. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000: 
40)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 
‘Outcast’ (Par), dual. Bright spot in 
the local cinema picture, and grab- 
bing some nice coin on word-of- 
meuth. Swarthout-MacMurray com- 
bo selling for fine $6,000. 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) and 
‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par), dual, opened 
house after flood shutdown to good 
$5,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,500: 15-25- 
40)—‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) and 
‘Woman-Wise’ (20th), dual. Headed 
for okay $3,500. Last 
Guy’ (GN) and ‘Mysterious Crossing’ 
(U), dual, looked like normal times 
at $4,000 


GOD'S COUNTY 





SOCK 126, DENY. 


Denver, Feb. 23. 
‘God’s Country and the Woman.’ 
big at the Denver, goes to the Al- 
ladin. ‘One in a Million,’ fine in 


Alladin, goes to Broadway. ‘Outcast’ | 


is tremendous at the Denham 
help of stage show. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alladin (Huffman) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th), following a week at 
the Denver. Nice $3.500. Last 
week, ‘One in a Million’ 
big business of $5,000, 
week at the Denver, and was moved 
to the Broadway for a third week. 
Broadway (Huffman) (1.500: 25- 
40)—‘Million’ (20th), following a 
week at each the Aladdin and the 
Denver. O.K. $3,000. Last week, 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) romped 
right along to a big second week at 
this house, following a week at the 
Denver, and turned in around $4,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
55)—‘Outcast’ (Par) and stage show. 
Socko $11,500. Last week. ‘Doctor’s 
Diary’ (Par) good at $5,500. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500: 25-35- 
50 )—‘God’s Country’ (WB) and stage 
band. Terrif, $12,000. Last week, 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) dittoed at $12,000, and 
went to the Aladdin for a week. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO) and 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MG). Nice biz. 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Condemned Row’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mama Steps Out’ (MG) 
ditto. 

Paramount (Huffman) 
40)—‘Accused’ (UA) and 
Could Work Miracles’ (UA). N.s.g., 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Devil’s Play- 
ground (Col) and ‘Dodge City Trail’ 
(Col) $3,000, O.K, 


with 


(2.000: 
‘Man 


25- 
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3 Day Holiday Booms Broadway; 
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Grace Moore 1026; Cheyney 406: 
Lombardo Orc Ups Meade to 436 


Out-of-towners .jammed New 
York over the three-day Washing- 
ton’s Birthday weekend, offsetting 


the exodus of natives, and all box of- 
even on Sunday with rainy 
sweatshops for the 


fices, 
weather, were 


cashiers. 


and on Monday (22), when beautiful 
weather prevailed all 
likewise held up well. 
feared there would be 


people would be going back to their 
native heaths. 

Favored by the _ holiday, 
Moore’s picture, ‘When 
Love,’ is away out front at the Music 
Hall, with a gross expectancy of 
$102,000; but the surprise of the week 
is what the Paramount is doing with 


Grace 


|}a weak picture, ‘John Meade'’s Wom- 


an. 
this one and goes a second 
week. In view of the fact the re- 
views were generally poor, it is 
lieved by the management that 
air draught of the Guy 


the 


| orchestra with in-towners as well as 


week ‘Great | 





well as out-of-towners is largely ac- 
countable for this pleasing result. 


At the $102,000 take for the Music 
Hall with the Moore musical, this 
pictures goes a second week also. | 


‘Fire Over 
on March 4. Another 
‘The Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ 
on its first seven days will get $40.900 
or over for the Capitol, nice. ‘The 


Man Who Could Work Miracles,’ on 
which reviews were favorable, got 
away propitiously at the’ Rivoli, 


where it may get $30,000 on the first 
week. This one is slated for a second 
week and may go a third. The Cri- 
terion brought in ‘Man of Affairs’ 
Friday (19) and may get up to $11,- 
000. just getting by. The George 
Arliss picture opened poorly and 
owes much of the $11,000 it may get 
to the holiday crowds and loyal Ar 
liss fans, yet it will try a second 
week. 

Arthur Mayer brought ‘Man of the 
People’ into his bandbox Rialto on a 


preview Monday night (22) after a 
week on ‘Doctor’s Diary.’ which 
grossed $7,500, okay. John Trent 


| made a p. a. at the theatre opening 
|day, Tuesday (16), which may have 


(20th) did | 
following a| 





| 


helped some with the publicity Trent 
has received. 

‘Good Earth’ continues an S.R.O. 
$2 attraction, having parted fans with 
as much as $23,300 on its second 
week. This tops the opening week’s 
$23,100. 


Holdovers include ‘Head Over 
Heels in Love’ at the Roxy and 
‘Green Light’ at the Strand. The 
former, an English-made, is’ the 


stronger of the two, and on the sec- 
ond week, at hand, has a good chance 
to come home with $40,000 after a 
first seven days’ grab of $46,200. 
‘Green Light,’ which last week, its 
first, romped in with $28,000, good, 
may hold well enough to make the 
second week’s receipts $24,000, strong 
for the holdover. 

The value of stage shows and the 
appetite out-of-towners must have 
for in-person entertainment may be 
concluded from figures showing that 
the State will get $32,000 or over this 
week. This is unusual, in view of the 
fact that the picture,. ‘Camille,’ had 
four good weeks at the Capitol. 
State’s vaude bill this week is headed 
by Wini Shaw, from pictures, and the 
standard team of Buck and Bubbles. 
Palace, second-runner, also benefited 
from holiday crowds and increased 
prices, looking $11,000 with ‘Lloyds 





Wash. Biz Good: ‘Green Light’ Signals. 
Big $19,000; Devils’ Lukewarm $6,500 


Washington, Feb. 23. 

Things are looking up this week, 
and, with holiday prices and extra 
shows for Washington's Birthday, 
boys are counting on recouping last 
week's disappointments. 

‘Lloyds’ is turning in swell second 
week and is town’s top money-maker. 
‘Green Light’ is proportionate leader 
among newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 25-35-60) 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and vaude. Pic 
getting nice reviews and word of 
mouth, and Bowes’ gal unit some 
help in pulling ’em in. Looks 


good $22.000. Last week ‘Cover of 





Sunday’s dampness, topped | 
by a young squall late at night. didn't | 
seem to chill the ardor of film fans, | 


day, business | 
Managers had | 
a sharp drop | 
| after the supper hour, in thought that | 


You're in| 


The house runs up a good $43,- | 
; 000 on 
Last week | 


be- | 


Lombardo | 


England’ is set to follow | 
that holds is | 
which | 


of London’ and ‘Don’t Tell the Wife,’ 
latter on first run at this dualer. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 


‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d week). Very 
sturdy twice-daily attraction, last 
week (2d) meaning $23,300. This 


topped the first week a little, $23,100, 


passes making the difference on ini- 
tial seven days 
Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 


‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). Off to a fine 
start and will amble through to $40,- 
000 or over, good Holds. Final six 
days on fourth week for ‘Camille’ 
(MG) was close to $20,000, very good. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—Man of 
Affairs’ (GB). Arliss starrer not do- 
ing well, maybe $11,000, just squeez- 
ing through but holds anyway. Last 
week, seventh for ‘Great Guy’ (GN), 


| only around $5,000, but with six good 


weeks ahead of that, a very profil- 
able run was chalked up. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Lloyds’ 
(20:h) (3d run) and ‘Don’t Tell the 
Wite’ (RKO) (1st run), coupled, 
Holiday business helping to around 

| $11,000, very good. Last week ‘One 
in Million’ (20th) (2d run) and 
Plough and Stars’ (RKO) (2d run), 


nearly $10,000 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
Guy Lombardo orchestra. Lombardo 
largely credited for the fine $43,000 
first week here, ending last night 
(Tues.). Show goes a second week, 
Second lap for ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par) and Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
a sturdy $40,000. 

Radio City Music Hall 
60-85-99-$1.65 )—When 
Love’ (Col) and stage show. Big 
three-day weekend here may mean 
as much as $102,000 for this picture 
on. its first week, and it holds a sec- 
ond, Last week, second for ‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th), $80,000, excellent. 

Rualto (750; 25-40-55 )——‘Man of Peo- 
ple’ (MG). Brought in on a preview 
Monday night (22) after seven days 
of ‘Doctor's Diary’ (Par), which may 
have been aided by opening day per- 


(5,980; 40- 
You're in 


| sonal appearance of John Trent in 


getting $7,500. ‘We're on Jury’ 
(RKO), in ahead, $7,000, fair. 

Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-99 )——Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (UA), 


| Opened Saturday (20) and oll nicely, 
possibly $30,000 on the first week. 
Picture goes a second and, if holding 
up okay, will venture a third. The 
third week (last week) for ‘You Only 
Live Once’ (UA) managed around 
$12,006, mild. 

Roxy (5.836: 25-45-55-75 )—‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB) and stage show (2d 
week). Holiday means a_ possible 
$40,000 for the British-made Jessie 
Matthews’ starrer, after a first week 
of $46,200. A third week won't be 
chanced, however, ‘Woman Alone’ 
(GB) being slated for Friday (26). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) (24d week). Up against 
stout competition around town, but 
fine at likely $24.000 this week (2d), 
after first seven days’ take of $28,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)-—Camille’ 
(MG) (2d run) and vaude headed by 
Wini Shaw and Buck and Bubbles. 
May top a fancy $32,000, combination 
of Garbo and a vaude show probably 
having appealed to the out-of-town- 
ers. Last week ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA) (2d run) and Jay C. Flippen, 
over $22,000, only fair. 





Cnsdiuil Powell Head 
Up for $10,000 in Indpls, 


Indianapolis, Feb. 23. 
Strong attractions at downtown 
houses this week are staving off the 
Lenten season hoodoo, ‘Last of Mrs. 
Cheyney,’ at Loew's, seems to be 
headed for top money in first-run 
situations, with ‘On the Avenue’ also 





reaping plenty of 
Apollo. 
Estimates for This Week 


coin at small 


ee mer Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100: 25- 
writers and Roscoe Ates on stage. 8 Re Er igor me 1 
Critics divided, but book’s rep getting | eet = p (20th i National ads 
night trade for big $19,000. Last | leis like possible h aie laa 
tere es ca" (WB) and | cated take of $7,500 in first weil 
vaude, light $14,000. | Last week. ‘Lloyds’ (20th), second 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— | week. $4,000. okay. ” 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO). Sneaking by! Cirele (Monarch) (2,800: 25-40) — 


with passable $6,500. Last week ‘Men 
Not Gods’ (UA), poor $5,500 in six 
days. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (WB). Light $3,000. . Last 
week, ‘Devil's Playground’ (Col), oke 


| $4,000. 


like | 


Night’ (MG) with Stepin Fetchit and | 


Clyde McCoy band, light $18,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583 25-40) 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (3d week). Head- 


ing for nice $4.500. Last week ‘Cham- | 


pagne Waltz’ (Par) (2d run), oke | 
$4.000. 
Earle (WB) (25-35-40-60-70 ) — 


‘Green Light’ (WB) and vaude. Song- 


Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d wk). Holding 
up to big $15,000. Last week same 
flicker, swell $18,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55 )— 
‘Amateur Gentleman’ (UA) = and 
‘Duck Soup’ (Par) (revivals). Looks 
like oke $2.600. Last week ‘Imitation 
of Life’ (U) and ‘Bride of 
(DuWorld), held to — satisfactory 
$2,300. 


Samoa’ | ° 


‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Clarence’* 
(Par), dual. Former plugged big, 
but results are moderate at $5.500. 
| Last week ‘On the Jury’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Outcast’ (Par), weak $3.400. 


| Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 25-40)— 
{ ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). Crawford, 
| Powell, Montgomery names sure-fire 
| here and take will top town with 
| socko $10,000. Last week. ‘Devil's 
| Playground’ (Col) and ‘Dangerous 
| Number’ (MG). dual. tepid $5,100. 
| Lyrie (Olson) (2.000; 25-30-49)»—~ 
| ‘Stolen Holidav’ (WB) and vaude. 
Film given good plug and resvon- 
| sible for nifty $8.500. [Last week, 
sreezing Home’ (U) 8d Mitchell 
and Durant unil got - excellent 


$10,250, due to 


stage show, 
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No Hub Dubs; Garbo Sock $39,000 inf! sei see, 
2 Spots; ‘Lawyer’ Scandals’ Big 326 ‘3: 


Boston, Feb. 23. Mrs. Cheyney’ Mopning 


Three solid attractions make this 


week a standout in the current sea- | 


son. ‘Camille,’ running solo at the | 
Orpheum and State, will top the} 


town, but is under expectations. 

Met is well situated with ‘Green | 
Light’ and stage show headed by! 
Judy Canova; and Keith-Boston 
looks hottest in several stanzas, with 
Willie and Eugene Howard and 
Helen Morgan heading ‘Scandals’ 
unit that is helping ‘Criminal Law- 
yer.’ 

Keith Memorial will h. o. ‘On the 
Avenue’ on strength of this week’s 
biz. Starting March 5 house goes 
into dual pix policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000: 35-55-75 )— 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) = and 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ unit on 
stage. Combo strong click here, and | 
with aid of holiday should topple 
$32.000 or better. ‘Condemned Row 
(RKO) (originally titled ‘We Who! 
Are About to Die’) took fair $18,000 
last week, with Olsen and Johnson 
unit on stage. 

Fenway (M&P) (1.400; 
50)—‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d 
‘Clarence’ (Par) (1st run), dual. | 
Showing pleasing strength here to| 
tune of about $8,500. Last week poor 
$5.600 for ‘Black Legion’ (WB) and} 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th), double. 


25-35-40- 
run), and 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- | second 


40-55)—‘Avenue’ (20th), and March | 
of Time. Socko, aiming at big $25.,- | 
000. ‘Avenue’ holds over. Only 
Live Once’ (UA) disappointed last | 
week at $11,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- | 
75)—‘Green Light’ (WB) and stage | 
show. Will get big $30,000 or better. | 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and Edie Du- 


chin’s band got $25,000 last week, | nloited and in line for a strong $6.- 
| 000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- | Last week, ‘Luckiest Girl’ 


fair. 


50)—‘Camille’ (MG). Very 
$21,000 indicated, but either Garbo 
or Taylor is slipping here. Not}! 
quite up to expectations. ‘Beloved | 
Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Women of 
Glamour’ (Col), dual, fair last week, 
$15,700. 


Paramount 


good 





(M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d run), and 
‘Clarence’ (Par) (list run), dual. 
Will drag in around $11.000. good. 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Holy Ter- 
ror’ (20th), dual, slipped ®st week 
to $8,500. 





Scollay (M&P) (2.700; 25-35-40-50) | Programs are just right and the na- | 
and | tives are scrambling back to the 


—Champagne Waltz’ (Par) 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) (2d run). 
good for $8.500. Last week 


Look | 


of Hockey’ (WB) (lst dual, 
fizzled to $5,800. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Camille’ (MG). Healthy $18,000, 
but under expectations. Last week 
fair $13,500 for ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA) and ‘Women of Glamour’ 


(Col), dual. 


CHEYNEY SOLO 
IN ST. L00, 186 


St. Louis, Feb. 28. 
Cheyney’ singled-billed at 
Loew's. downtown deluxer, is 
destined for first time in several 
weeks to put that house at head of 
b.o. derby with take of $18,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Women of Glamour’ (Col) and 
stage show. Olsen & Johnson unit 
will help this bill to $16,400. good. 
Last week ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and 
stage show ended with $13,000, satis- 
factory for Lent. 


run), 








‘Mrs. 


Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Mind 
Your Business’ (Par). Set for 
$14,000. okay. Last week ‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th ) and ‘Criminal 
Lawyer’ (RKO), stood up for best 


in town and closed with $18,000, fine. 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55 )— 
*Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). Lent is clipping 
at least 53,000 from this one, but will 
lead town with $18.000, Last week 
‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG) and 
‘Mama Steps Out’ (MG), faded away, 
ended with $9.200, below average. 
Micsouri (F&M) (3,514: 25-35-55 )— 


‘On the Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Criminal | Legion,’ opened Saturday with ‘Green 
Lawyer’ (RKO). Will take up where | Light’ and is using its generous seat- 
Fox left off and should collect $11,200 | jn; 
Le- | 


for good biz. Last week ‘Black 
gion’ (WB) and ‘We're On the Jury’ 
(RKO), didn’t have a great deal of 


draw: only $8.600, belc — par. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4.000; 25-40)— 
‘One In a Million’ (20th) (2d run) 


and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and stage 


snow. 


9 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- | MeL aslen's Gob 
| 400: 30-40)—‘About to Die’ (RKO) | ’ = 
| 


| ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Join | 


| Still connecting for good biz at $5.- 


Prov. Pix Draw Despite 


‘Maid | theatres. Only one spot in town not 
of Selem’ (Par) (3d run), and ‘King | doing so good, merely getting 


power of stars is putting it over. 





least 

good. Last week, ‘Women of Glam- 
our’ (Col) and ‘Devil’s Playground’ 
(Col), dual, suffered along with rest, 


(2,200; 15-25-40)— 
and ‘Off to 


have. Indicates at 


Majestic (Fay) 
‘Avenue’ (20th) 
Races’ (20th). 





‘Wings of Morning’ (20th), best bet 


the 
Going great and tak- 
/ings should be around $10,000, swell. | : ry MM 
Last week, ‘Black Legion’ (WB) and | Treve’ (U), fair $5,500. 





Up in Portland, $9,500 RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)—'Sea | 
—_ | Devils’ (RKO) 


tee and 
Portland. Ore., Feb. 23. | Wife’ (RKO). 


Just so-so, trailing | 


° . eg field with $6.000 anticipated. Last | 
Last of Mrs. Cheney’ is mopping | week, ‘Live Only Once’ (UA) and 
up at Parker’s Broadway. ‘Green’ ‘Mighty Treve’ (RKO), also in 
Light’ at the UA is another winner. | dumps, $4,000 in six days, 
Third week of ‘One in a Million’ at | Strand (Indie : (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘ se Sai ; as : ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Mind 
the Evergreen Paramount may break Your Business’ (Par). House figur- 
that theatre’s record gross for any | ing on $9,500, nice. Last week, ‘Bull- 
one pic. dog Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Doctor’s | 
Estimates for This Week | Diary’ (Par), so-so $7,100 | 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) ” eg 


‘Mrs. Cheyney’ and ‘Dangerous 


Number’ (MG), dual. Answering to} ? . es e 
exploitation for great $9,509. May | eet S Il risco 
hold. Last week, ‘Mama Steps Out’ | 3 
(MG) and ‘Man of the People’ (MG), 

dual, got $4,700, weak. 





‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par), 
Keeping this house on an even | 
with $4.400, okay. Last week, 


and 
dual. 
keel 


Marines’ (Rep), hit, $4,600. 
Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.000: 30-40)—Girl From Paris’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Crack Up’ (Fox). Reg- | 
istering okay $5,500. Last week, | 
‘Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘More Than | 


Pic Big $19,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 23. | 
Orpheum and Golden Gate | 


Both 
took advantage of presence of part | 


a Secretary’ (Col), got fair $4,099 in | of the fleet in the bay by booking | 
week. First week great/| two he-man pictures. Orpheum of- | 

$8,000. |fering ‘Devil’s Playground,’ with} 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 30- | Richard Dix, Dolores Del Rio and 


and 
wk). 


(Fox) 
(3d 


40)—‘One_ in Million’ 
‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col) 


Chester Morris. Gate has 


} 


| 

000. Second week great $7,500. First| Other new shows on the street are 

week terrific $12,800. | ‘Man of Affairs’ and ‘Under Cover at 
United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- | Night’ at the Warfield; ‘Green Light’ 

(FN). | and ‘Woman Wise’ at the Fox, and | 

| ‘Nicht Waitress’ and ‘Accused’ at the | 

Looks good enough to hold. | Embassy. 

| 


(U) did Estimates for This Week 


40)—‘Green Light’ Well ex- 


just fairly $3,900. 





‘Accused’ (UA). Trade 
light on this pair. Customers at this 
house very sour on English pictures. 


Dolores Del Rio and Douglas Fair- 
banks, pic is heading towards ob- 


Lent; ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 136, 





Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512; 30- | again clicking merrily. 
35-40)—Night Waitress’ (RKO) and | cinemas have caught up to regular 
painfully | booking schedules. 


}in normal 
Although ‘Accused’ has two names in | Showing a 


‘Ave.’ Dual Big $10,000) vier ,2t $129. test week, (Now 


Feathers’ (Par), fair $2,500. 


re | Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 
é Providence, Feb. 23. | ‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘Woman | 
It’s a great week, Lent or no Lent.| Wise’ (20th). Crix here raving 


about ‘Green Light’ which is also 


Hearst sheets. 
| Last week, ‘Maid of Salem’ 
the | and ‘Holy Terror’ 
000. fair. 


(Par) 


overflow, and that’s the RKO Albee, 


where ‘Sea Devils’ and ‘Don’t Tell | ‘un Thewtial 
the Wife’ will trail the field. =, Sea Devils : 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ at Loew’s, ‘Maid | Ville. With George Washington's | 
of Salem’ at Strand, and ‘On the! birthday thrown in, expect to have 
Avenue,’ at Majestic, all strong. /a swell week at close to $19,000. 
Estimates for This Week | Fleet arrived during middle of the 
stimates for s wee | engagement. Last week. ‘We're on 

Fay’s (2,000; 





15-25-40 )—‘Breezing | the Jury’ (RKO) and Ethel Waters’ 
Home’ (20th) and vaude. Nice | unit, very big $20.500. 
combo bill and even with tough op-| Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 30-35-40) 
posish this house is figuring on gar-| —‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and 
nering $7,200. oke. Last week, ‘Holy | ‘She’s Dangerous’ (U). Lukewarm 
Terror’ (20th), held up fairly well | reception given by arty local crix. 


at $6,500. | Richard Dix and Chester Morris 
Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40 )— | draw strongly on roughneck ele- 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). Only house} ment. Will hold extra day which 


but drawing | should mean good $9,500. Last week 


Balto Way Up; ‘Cheney’ Big $16,500, 


with single picture, 





| 








Sans Stage Show; ‘Love, Crosby, 206 





“9 Baltimore, Feb. 23. 
Presenting one of the strongest 
picture line-ups in moons, Baltimore 
is enjoying a silver-lined week of 
top-notch grosses and Lent don’t 
mean a thing. Turnstiles are click- 


35-40-55 )—‘Mrs. Cheney’ 


names in picture. About $16,500 
means profit because of reduced nut. 
Last week ‘Dangerous Number’ 





ing away at a merry pace. (MG) with Fats Waller on stage, 
With Loew’s Century again elim- | $14,300. 
inating vaude for a straight picture Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 


policy, the Hippodrome becomes the | 15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘When You're in 
only combo house in town, Playing 
Grace Moore, a good local favorite, in| stage. Fine combination bringing in 


‘When You're in Love,’ together with | customers for very healthy $20,000. 











| 


Bob Crosby and his band on the); Last week, ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) 
stage, cash customers are piling up| with Ina Ray Hutton band on stage, 
some enviable daily grosses, which | marked up a bell-ringing $18.200. 


will add up to a bit more than a! Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
socke $20,000. Looks like the film) 25-30-35-40-55)—Maid of Salem’ 
will stand a well-earned hold over. (Par). Raves from local crix got 
Stanley, coming out of a very dis- | film off to hot start and probable 

| appointing week with ‘Black | $10.000 week. Very good for this 
house. Last week. Doctor’s Diary’ 


Not over $8.20C in sight for | with 


(Par), only $3,500 for six days. 
New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 

35-40-55) —‘On Avenue’ (20th) (2d 

week) and Adrienne, psychic, as 


ing capacity to good advantage, | 
anticipating a very healthy $14.000. 
Keith’s too, after a six-day booking 
of ‘Doctor’s Diary’ to the tune of a 


bare $3,500, comes back in_ style) nice $6.500. Last week very profit- 
with ‘Maid of Salem.’ which should | able $9,000. 
do better than $10,000. Stanley (WB) (3.450: 15-25-35-40- 


Loew's Century, sans stage show, | 55)—Green Light’ (FN).—Opened 
‘The Last of Mrs. Cheney.’ is|' Saturday and brought ’em in from 


this bill, fair. Lent is getting in its| doing a profitable business, what the start. Very solid since. Will do 
work. Last week ‘Three Smart / with the nut being cut down. Should 
Girls’ (U) (2d run) and stage show | chalk up an okay $16,500. this’ deluxer. Last week ‘Black 


satisfactory with $9,000, although less 
than expected. 


Estimate for This Week 


Legion’ (WB disappointed with bare 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 


$5,000. 


Love’ (Col) and Bob Crosby unit on | 


| 


| 


: | ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d run). 
| getting plenty of extra space in the | 


Expect nice $17.000. | 


Pix Not Lent Sloughing Minn, B.'s: 
Light, Good $10,000, Tops N. G. Biz 








(2d) ‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Mighty 
(F-WC) (2,700; 30-35- 
(20th) and ‘Para- 
Sen- 


Paramount 
40)—‘On Avenue’ 
dise Express’ (Rep) (2d wk). 


‘Don't Tell the sational click of Irving Berlin tunes 


giving musical plenty of ballyhoo on 
the air. ‘Paradise Express,’ an indie, 


| 


| than 


replaced ‘Woman Alone,’ (GB), Eng- | 


lish Sylvia Sidney picture, which 
was yanked after three-day run last 


swell at $16,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-35- 
40)—‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th) (2d wk). Clau- 
dette Colbert and Fred MacMurray 
responsible for whatever biz ‘Salem’ 


ithe best box office bet, 


Minneapolis, Feb, 23. 
Slim takings in prospect all along 
the line this week. Blame for 
paucity of customers belongs to lack 

of outstanding attractions, 
to Lent. Among the 
comers, ‘Green Light’ appears to be 
but it’s far 


rather 


{from being a barn-burner. 
week. Biz good at $10,000. Last week 


drawing here. Picture not well liked; | 


(6th), 
Off’ 


Last week 
and ‘Hats 


expect fair $5,500. 
‘Thin Man’ (MG) 
(GN), okay $5,000. 

United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200: 
25-40) —‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Unimportant money at $5,500. 
Last week $8,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40)— 
‘Man of Affair’ (GB) and ‘Under 
Cover of Night ’(MG). Will have an 


off week at $10,000. Outside of 
‘Rothschild,’ Arliss has never done 
any biz in this town. Last week 
(3d), ‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Off to 


Races’ (20th), good $8,000. 


‘AVE. 206 STRUT 





Victor | 
McLaglen in ‘Sea Devils’ and a big | 
stage act. 





Cincinnati, Feb. 23. 


Towners have recovered their 


4 


| 
| 


Hold-overs are ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ and ‘On the Avenue.” For. 
mer is in its eight week downtown 


and still garnering profitable takings, 
‘Avenue’ moved over to the Century 
after a hefty week at the Minnesota. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Aster (Publix-Singer) ‘White Hun- 
ter’ (20th) (2d run), and ‘Trail Dust’ 


|(Par) and ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO), 
first-run dual last three days. Mild 
$700 indicated. Last week, ‘Tarzan 


|Escapes’ (MG) and ‘Polo Joe’ (FN) 
| (2d runs), split, and ‘Woman in Dis- 


tress’ (Col) and ‘Arizona Mahoney’ 
(Par), first run dual last three days, 
$800, fair. 


Century (Publix-Singer) (1.600: 
25-35-55 )—‘Avenue’ (20th) (2d wk), 
Moved over from Minnesota. 


Climb- 


ing to good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Lloyds’ (20th), $5,500, okah. 

Lyric (Publix-Singer) (1,300: 20- 
25)—‘Collez2 Holiday’ (Par) and 
‘Gold Diggers of 1937’ (FN) (2d 
runs), split. Pretty good $2.500 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Theodora’ 
(Col) (2d run), $3,500, big 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55)—Green Light’ (WB). No 


raves from critics, but novel’s pres- 


| tige accounting for good $10,000. Last 


| 


| 25-35-40 )—‘Sea Devils’ 


week, ‘Avenue’ (20th), $11,000, good, 
Orpheum (Publik-Singer) (2.890; 
(RKO). Lit- 


|tle appeal, apparently for feminine 


| trade, 


shore legs, following the record Ohio | 


and biz in general 
Main line 


river rampage, 


Trade at ace stands currently is 
piteh, combined take 
sweet bulge over last 
week. ‘On the Avenue’ is the b. o. 
strutter. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Ave- 

nue’ (20th), 10 days. 


25-35-40)— | 900. Last week, ‘Champagne Waltz’ 


| 


(Par), $13,000, okay, in seven days. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 
Good $6,- 
000. Last week, ‘Holy Terror’ (20th) 
$5,000, fair. 
Family (RKO) 


(1,000; 15-25)— 


Last week, ‘Guns of Pecos’ 


(RKO) and vaude-| (wR) and ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO), 


split, big $2.800. 


Grand (RKO) = (1.200; 


| 


and McLaglen name doesn't 
count for great: deal here. Looks 
only $4,500, poor. Last week, ‘Black 
Legion’ (WB), $5,500, light. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-40) 


|—‘About to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Longest 


| Night’ (MG), dual. 
|lowing in 
| despondency. 


(20th), did $16,- | ‘Crack-Up’ (20th) and ‘Secret Val- | 


| ,? ) ivi a ry g 2.- 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,800, 35-55) | 500. ‘Tact’ ae ided. Very good $ 


25-40 )— | 


‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). nine days | 


$3,900. 
(3d 


on second run. Okay for 
Last week, ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
run), six days, $2,700, good. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB). Okay $5.000. 


Last week. ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB). | 


six days, $3.500, mild. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—‘Sin- 
ners Take All’ (MG). Poor $3.500. 
Last week, ‘Secretary’ 
davs. $5,500. good. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 
‘Smart Girls’ (U). Fair $11.000. Last 
week, ‘Lloyds’ (20th), eight days. 
$15.000, swell. 

Shubert (RKO) 


(2.200: 40-60)— 


(Col), eight | 
35-42 )— | 


‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) and Leon | 


Errol in ‘Hollywood Follies’ unit. 
Okay $13,000. Last week. ‘Accused’ 


(UA) and ‘Scandals of 1937’ unit. 
fair $10.500. 
Strand (Ind) (1,300: 15-25)— | 


‘Smartest Girl in Town’ (RKO) and | 


‘Three Men on a Horse’ (WB), svlit 


subsies. Above par at $2.000. Last 


> )— (MG).| week, ‘Winterset?’ (RKO) and ‘Love 
Not missing stage shows so much} on Run’ (MG), 
this week, with marquee value of | $1,800. 


revivals, split, neat 





| on stage. 


Mont’! Hotsy; Garbo, 116, — 
Torrid; ‘Ave.’ Big $9,000 


| 


stage and lobby attractions. Will do | 


Montreal, Feb. 23. 


Big pix on main stems will boost 
grosses currently, with biggest week- 
end crowds this year packing four of 
the five houses. His Majesty’s trying 
a fourth week of ‘Wings of the Morn- 
ing.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1.600: 
‘Wings of Morning’ (Brit) (4th 
week). Looks like $4,500, very good, 
after excellent $5,000 last week. 

Palace (CT) 
(MG). 
$11,000, one of best this year. 
week, repeat of ‘Thin Man’ (MG), did 
nice $7,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700: 
and Stars’ (RKO) 
(RKO). Pointing 
big. Last week 


50 )—‘Plough 
and ‘On~ Jury’ 


‘Stolen Holiday’ 


solid $14,000. and that’s plenty for| (WB) and ‘Racing Lady’ (WB), $6.- 


000, good. 
Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3.200: 
(Continued on page 27) 


50)— 


House still wal- 
slough of box Office 

These types of double 
floppo. Public 


features continue 


|doesn’t seem to want ‘em singly or 


Great at $20.- | 


35-42 )— | 


/in pairs. Poor $2,500 indicated 
|Last week, ‘Chan at Opera’ (20th) 
jand ‘Mind Own Business’ (Par), 
dual, $2,400, light. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)— 
‘Country Gentlemen’ (Rep). isen- 
Johnson names coaxing some 
sheKels. Only $600, mild. Last 
week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (GB), $800, 
light. 

Uptown (Publix) (290: ‘25-35)— 


‘One in Million’ (20th). Good $3.200 
for first nabe showing. Last week, 
‘Plainsman’ (Par), $2,800, fair. 


World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Smart Girls’ (U) (8th wek.). No 
stopping this one and should land 


profitable $2,000. 
big. 


‘AVE.,” ‘LAWYER’ SOCK 
$23,000 IN BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Feb. 23. 
Several holdovers in the downtown 
area, with biz continuing upgrade. 
Holiday helped considerably. Fox 
with ‘Great Guy’ is doing great biz 
on the second week and Loew's Met 


Last week, $2,500, 





with ‘Camille’ is also in the chips. 
Albee, on Washington’s birthday, 
brought in ‘On Avenue’ for good 


turnout. Par is doing exceptionally 
well with ‘Champagne Waltz.’ 


One of the curious angles here is 
the strong attendance at the Par on 
Friday nights for basketball games 
Patronage is growing 
larger every week. Same is true at 
the Fox Mondays with amateurs on 
stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Criminal Law- 
yer’ (RKO). Arrived Monday with 
socko attendance. Should produce 
nifty $23,000. Last week ‘Lloyds’ 
(20th) and ‘We're on the Jury’ (Par) 
splendid at $20.000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Great Guy’ 
(GN) and ‘Join Marines’ (Rep) ‘2d 
week). Doing well. Expected to 
reach easy $17,000. Last week socko 


| $24,000. 


50).— | 


(2.700: 60)—‘Camille’ | 
Gross will not be lower thaa | 
Last | 


to around $7.000. | 


| press’ (Rep). T 


Metropolitan (2,400;  25-35-55)— 
‘Camille’ (MG) (2d week). Looks 
like okay $17,000. Last week $18.000, 
nice, 

Paramount (4,000: 25-35-55 )— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Drum- 
mond Escapes’ (Par). Fine dualers 


will bring in good $19,000. Last 
/week ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) ana 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Per). 


Satisfactory at $15,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Find the 
Witness’ (Col) and ‘Paradise Ex- 
inhers getting nod 
from populace to tune of attractive 
$8.700. Last week, ‘Secret Valle) 
(20th) and ‘Death in Air’ (Syn?. 


Okay at $8,000, 


newe - 
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Bell Tel Expose 











(Continued from page 7» 
-incipal 
pein Om the study of Erpi revenues, 
made possible by air-tig 
the recording field. 
Erpi’s Incomes 
The hefty review showed that more 
than 80% of all the revenue of Erpi up 
to Dec. 31, 1935 came from the film 
business. Pictures contributed $123,- 
331,117—84.24%—of the $152,029,326 
which this Bell subsid earned since 


ht enntrol of 
BAY VeVsbave VR 


its formation in 1926. Although rev- | 


enues have been dropping in recent 








years, Erpi reckons its profit at $28,- | 


112.880. The biggest year was 1927, 


when the gravy reached $10,184,157. | 


Deficits were incurred in only two 
years. } 

The following is the total amount 
collected by Erpi from five film 


companies between 1927 and 1935: 

Paramount, $10,402,630. 

Warner Bros. (including Vitaphone 
Corp.), $6,456,553. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Loew’s houses), $6,033,009. 

Fox 
original Fox Film chain), $7,836,836. 

Universal, $3,330,018. ‘(Deiails in 
accompanying table.) 

The film business was such a profit- 
able investment for the Bell crowd 
that John E. Otterson, while head- 
ing Erpi, worked out an unsuccess- 
ful scheme to gain virtual operat- 
ing control of the entire industry. 
FCC revealed. Plot, which involved 
cooperation by Chase National Bank, 
was squelched when big-shots in the 
telephone trust refused to go along, 
presumably because of fear that the 
U. S. Government would crack down 
with anti-trust suits. 

Bringing to light much unpub- 
lished correspondence, Commish 
showed how Otterson doped out a 
way to take advantage of the finan- 
cial strings which Erpi and Chase 
held on the film industry when the 
depresh came along and the pic- 
ture structure toppled. The purpose 
was to safeguard huge investments 
but the effect would have been to 
put the Bell people in the driver's 
seat, directing almost every detail 
of production, distribution, and ex- 
hibition. 

Otterson and Aldrich 

As brought out in letters from 
Otterson to various people in the tele- 
phone trust and to Winthrop W. Al- 
drich, prez of Chase Bank, the plan 
was to exert every possible influence 
in the receiverships and reorganiza- 
tions which appeared inevitable. The 
two factions then would set up a 
production company and a distribu- 
tion company, deferring until later a 


(including 


theatre company. The Chase-Erpi 
studio would turn out pix for the 
nominal producers and sell them 


through the jointly-run distributing 


system. Eventually, the product 
would be shown in Chase-Erpi 
chains. 


‘The financial influence of the Bell 
System in the motion picture indus- 
try had become so pervasive by the 
end of 1932 that the management in- 
itiated plans for a directed reorgani- 
zation of the industry,’ Commish his- 
tory said. ‘Discussions looking to a 
broad reorganization were carried 
on with the Chase National Bank, 
another large financial factor in the 
industry. The plans called for a 
‘horizontal’ reorganization: the sepa- 
ration of the artistic and promotional 
activities of the producer ‘from the 
actual physical operations of the 
studios which were to be operated 
On a service basis: separate organi- 
zation of distribution facilities: sepa- 
rate organization of theatre proper- 
ties. The activities of the Erpi man- 
agement in the years 1932, 1933, and 
1934, in connection with the Fox and 
Loew's properties, the organization 
and operation of motion picture serv- 
ice studios, motion picture financ- 
ing, and the Paramount reorganiza- 
tlon were directed toward the ef- 
fectuation of this plan. The reorgani- 
zation plans of the Erpi manage- 
ment were not consummated presuim- 
ably because of a reluctance on the 
part of the Bell System to support 
such a program.’ 

Providing the foundation for this 
Sweeping charge. the Commisn cited 
several letters written by Oltterson 
to Western Electric Pres dent E. S. 


Bloom, and Prez Aldrich of Chase: 
as well as correspondence bet wecn 
other figures in the telephone set-up. 


These exchanges gave in considerable 
detail the mode of operation and the 
goal which Otterson had in mind 
They made clear that the motive 
was to perpetuate’ Erpi's 
which Otterson said was jeopardized 
by the precarious financial conditions 
existing in 1932-3. 


‘stake 


Oiterson’s Pooling Plans 

Otterson’s thoughts, as portraye: 
in a letter to Aldrich, were: 

‘Generally speaking, the studio 


as- 


sets of any two (or more) companies 


importance attached, how- | can be combined in a new studio 


operating company doing work for 
both. 

‘The combining of the _ picture 
ownership and production would 
also probably lead to difficulties 
under the anti-trust laws, 
pression of artistic ability and to 
minimizing the speculative interest 
of the showman. 

‘The general plan proposed, there- 
fore, is that the studios be combined 
in a studio operating company, the 
exchanges and sales forces in a dis- 
tribution operating company, and 
these two mergers can be proceeded 
with at once. Then, at convenience 





to a sup- | 


and as soon as adjustments and liqui- | 


dation permit, the theatres can be 
combined in a theatre operating com- 


| pany.’ 


This audacious proposition was to 


be affected by virtue of the influence 


(including 20th-Century and. 


Chase and Erpi both had in affairs 
of Fox, Loew’s, Metro, and Para- 
mount, as well as lesser companies. 
In most cases, the toe-hold was loans 
made several years before and Erpi’s 
claims for payment for 
paratus. 

The only phase of the scheme 
which ever has been carried out— 
and then only to a limited extent— 
is for Erpi to gain domination over 
production. By closing in on credi- 
tors, the Bell subsid took steps in 
this direction which led to control 
of the old Christie and Metropolitan 
studios in Hollywood and the for- 


mer Paramount plant at Astoria, 
Long Island. These goals were 
reached by cracking down with op- 
tions, notes, and over-due bills, 
Commish students said. 

Besides using this approach, 
Erpi made some headway toward 


Otterson’s goal at one time by financ- 


ing indies and acting as banker to 
hard-pressed producers, the report 


noted. Disinterring the William Fox 
and Harley Clark corpses for a 
lengthy review of relations between 
Erpi and Fox Films and Fox The- 
atres, the Commish sleuths saw these 
transactions as part of the well-con- 
ceived scheme. 
Universal’s Control 

In addition to the Fox phase of 
the telephone trust operations, exten- 
sion of credit to indie producers and 
financial participation in events 
culminating in transfer of Universal 
control were important aspects of 
the campaign to reorganize the in- 
dustry, the report said. 

Unknown details of the part Erpi 
played in the Universal matter were 
disclosed by the FCC staff. Review 
of events which put the J. Cheever 
Cowdin-Charles R. Rogers-R. 
Cochrane faction in the saddle and 
ousted the Laemmles showed Ex- 
hibitors Reliance, an Erpi_ subsid, 


| put up considerable of the cash for 


these transactions. Originally Cow- 
din planned to take over the lucra- 


tive business which Reliance had 
developed, document said, but the 
outcome saw Erpi thwarting these | 
ambitions. 

The first development came in No- 
vember, 1935, when Universal was 
strapped for operating funds. With 


U owing $350,000 in back royalties, 
Erpi management sought to protect 
its investment and get in on the 
Rogers-Cowdin deal. The upshot 
was Exhibitors Reliance’s participa- 
tion, to the tune of $125,000, in a deal 
by which Standard Capital loaned 
$375,000 to the Laemmles. getting a 
mortgage of which the Erpi subsid 
held one-sixth interest. Later Reli- 
ance dumped $309,000 more into the 
pot. After Rogers anc Cowdin took 
over, Erpi contracted in March, 1936, 
to take over $2,000,000 of debentures 
to be issued by a new company 
planned to take over control frem 
Laemmle. 

Total advances by Erpi and sub- 


sidaries for film financing aggre- 
gated $3.571,918 at the end of 1935. 
Total earned revenues from. these 


activities were $725,250. Of the total, 
$1.467,941 went to Educational Pic- 
tures and subsidiaries and $1,978,977 


went to indies. Only $125,000 was 
turned over to Universal before the 
end of 1935. 

With these advances, Erpi_ pro- 


moted a total of 155 entertainment 
pictures, as well as 95 industrial and 
educational shorts made by miscel- 
laneous commercial labs. Of the ma- 
Paramount was most concerned 
since it distributed nine. Universal. 
Fox, Columbia and United Artists 
handled apiece. Educational 
was concerned with making 122. 
The theatre plan, which never was 
worked equally ingenious. 
Erpi in 1934 pondered promotion of 
i management scheme fot 
mall towns. Estimating there were 
7,785 unprofitable theatres in places 


jors, 


one 


out, was 


sound ap- 
| sition 


H. } 


under 4,000 population, Erpi bosses 
conceived ‘General Theatre Manage- 
ment Co.’, which would owned 
by unidentified producers, Erpi, and 
various equipment suppliers. Re- 
gional management groups were to 
be set up in different sectors, with 


be 


the central corporation handling 
ermnley af cereen jroduct eottimnmoent 
SsuppLy G1 Ssereen proauct, equipment, 





and operating supervision. Top out- 
fit was to get either a percentage of 
the gross or a flat fee, splitting with 
the regional company, taking its own | 


management cut, and turning over 
the balance to producers and sup- 
pliers. 
General Service Studios | 
Surveying the way Erpi got into 
the production end on its own, the 
FCC said the way General Service 


Studios was developed illustrated the ? 
maner in which the telephone trust 


offspring used its creditor position 
to entrench itself Summarizing 
these deals, report said 

‘As a result of a creditor relation- 


ship arising out of dealings with re- 
cording licensees, and by the consid- 
ered use of pressure possible by rea- 
son of this creditor position, Erpi 
directed the organization and ulti- 
mately acquired control of General 
Service Studios, Inc., operating stu- 
dios on the West Coast. This acqui- 
was contrary to announced 
Bell System policy of restricting it- 
self to the supply of apparatus. It 
was undertaken originally to provide 
facilities for the promotion of edu- 
cational and industrial motion pic- 
ture fields, but subsequently the stu- 
dios were used to provide production 
facilities to handle ‘independent’ mo- | 
tion picture productions and to in- 
duce the recording of these produc- 
tions on-.Erpi equipment in order to 
divert royalty revenues from com- 
petitors to Erpi. 

‘Erpi also acquired studio facilities 
in the east through the acquisition of 
Eastern Service Studios, Inc., the 
organization and direction of which 
were carried on under Erpi’s_ in- 
fluence arising out ef its creditor | 
relationship with recording licensees. | 
Erpi arranged the organization of 
this company in 1932 and was in a 
position to control or acquire the 
company from its inception. In June, 
1935, the company became a_ sub- 
sidiary of Erpi. The interest of Erpi 


jin the facilities of this company has 


been in providing studios equipped 
with recording equipment into 
which independent motion picture 
productions could be directed. The 
effect sought was the diversion to 
Erpi of royalties which might octher- 
wise go to competitors, particularly 
RCA. Although contrary to 
nounced Bell System policy, 
used its creditor position to acquire 
studio facilities with which to com- 
bat competitive suppliers of record- 


1s 


an- 
Erpi 


{}ing equipment. Erpi has failed to 
salvage its creditor interest in this 
company and operations have te- | 
sulted in a loss. However, Erpi bal- | 


|; ment, wound up controlling produc- 


houses in | 


' to 


ances this loss against royalties re- | 
ceived by reason of the continued 
use of its equipment by independent | 
producers and the advantage gained 
in preventing the establishment of 
competing recording facilities.’ 
Coast Setup 

In tracing these proceedings, 
Commish researchers found Erpi, 
with practically no original invest- | 


tion facilities worth almost $1,000,000. 


Value of the Hollywood properties 
at the end of 1935 was fixed at 
$699,030, while the Astoria set was 


set at $142,582. 

The West Coast development was 
recounted more or less as follows: 

General Service Studios set 
up in November, 1933, by Eastern > 
Service Studios with funds supplied 
by Erpi. Although Erpi was in con- 
trol in 1930 of the properties which 
General eventually acquired, actual 


Was 


ownership of General did not pass 
to Erpi until 1935. 

At the outset of sound, Erpi li- | 
censed Christie Film. Later the! 


franchise passed to Metropolitan. 
Metropolitan became _ indebted to 
Erpi, owing $275,803 by Dec. 31, 


1929. When Metropolitan encountered 


financial trouble in 1930, Erpi ex- 
erted pressure on Bank of America 
to extend obligations which the 


latter held against Metropolitan and 
Christie. 

Although obtain back- 
ing of banks in a plan to build up 
the Western 


$29.520 to 


unable to 
studios, Erpi advanced 
Metropolitan to 
first 

Educational 


prevent 
and 
Pic- 


foreclosure of mortgage 


organized Talking 


tures with which Metropolitan later 
was merged. 

Educational was set up in 1931 by 
agreement between Erpi, Educational 
Pictures, and other interests. Thi 
company acquired Metropolitan 
from Christie and Educational Stu- 
dios from Educational Pictures. The 
new company assumed indebtedness | 


including 
Auxiliary 


of Metropolitan, $290,000 | 


Pacific States 


| 1936, it 


en 





30 of 42 States Now in Session 
Eyeing the B.0. for More fax Taps; 
Old Age Pensions Back of Coin Yen 


New tax legislation, much of 
concentrated in schemes to 
theatre admission tickets, now pend- 
ing or about to be introduced in leg- 
islatures of more than 30 states 
looms as a dangerous threat. to 
tional exhibitor profits. I[t is 
widely known that industry and 
trade association leaders vastly 
perturbed over the large amount of 
legislation brewing in ap- 
proximately 75° of the 42 states in 
legislatures in ses- 


assess 


na- 
now 
are 
adverse 
Union having 
sion this year 

Impetus back of these projects to 
slap new taxes on the picture indus- 
try is the present federal old-age 
pension regulations which 
that each individual State must raise 
its half in order to get an equal 
amount from the Federal fund. It is 
only natural that all politicians 
would want to share in this money 
distribution the prestige 
and accorded citizens of 
their commonwealth. 

This setup has placed tremendous 
pressure on State legislative bodies 
to seek new money-raising laws. The 
drive for additional tax-raising reg- 
ulations also has been given impetus 
because of the economic situation in 
a majority of the States which have 


the 


because of 
benefits 


bond issues to pay off and deficits 
confronting them. 
The idea of levying a tax on ad- 


missions is favored in numerous 
States because it is an obvious and 
sweeping plan, and insures heavy re- 
turn from the outset. While State 
solons are searching high and wide 
for something new on which to slap 
on a tax, the publication of high sal- 
aries paid artists and officials in the 
picture business 


naturally held up 
the industry as a special target. 
While numerous States are now 


considering taxes, especially admis- 
sion tax measures, biggest threat 
currently is to be found in the State 
of Ohio. The fourth largest State in 





$70,000 to Bank of 
$512,790 to Erpi. 


In exchange 


America, and 
for its second 
$246,803, Erpi 
note convertible into Ciass 
Educational and Bank of 
also received some. stock. 
Later the name of the company was 
changed to Western Service Studios, 
which owed Erpi by September, 
1933, a total of $805,000 and was 
overdue on taxes and 
a mortgage. 

Dissatisfied with 
Erpi proceeded to get control of 
Western. Plan was perfected by 
which Erpi got the Metropolitan 
studios in payment of Western’s 
debts. Erpi acquired the 


mort- 
for received a 
five-year 
B Stock. 


America 


rage 


arrangements, 


stipulate | 


in default on | 


it | 


point of rental returns, one bill now 
before legislators in, that State would 
levy a 10% tax on admissions down 
to 25¢c. Trade association experts 
estimate that this will take $4,000,000 
out of the box 


office the first year 
even before the exhikitor pays his 
rent. 


Not only will it make deep inroads 
into the exhibitor profits in Ohio anc 


| other States where the admittance is 


being considered, but industry lead- 
ers fully realize the way it threatens 
the admission price structure. With 
the Federal tax on admissions al- 
ready forming an unnatural barrier 
at 40c on admittance fees, the State 
taxes which tend to lower the limit 


to 25c and 30c are expected to fur- 
ther handicap any attempt to lift ad- 
mission prices in innumerable States, 


Neb’s $600,000 Idea 


Lincoln, Feb, 23. 
More than $600,000 worth of legis- 


lation has been level at the industry 
alone by the first session of Ne- 
braska’s unicameral legislature’ in 
four bills. This is the heaviest blow 
ever aimed at the amusement game 
by any session. Contributing sen- 
ators are John Comstock, Lincoln, 
who authored the bill for $1,000 li- 


cense fees for distributors each year; 
Tracy T. Frost, St. Paul farmer, who 
wants 10% of the gross income from 
film rental and 10% of the admission 
price; and Charles F. Tvrdik, Omaha 
stockyards employe, who wants 
Stallaion of toilets in 
tion room in the State. 


in- 


every projec- 


Roughly — estimating Nebraska’s 
theatre gross business in a year at 
$5,000,000 into the b.o.s.. the 300 


State theatres and score of film com- 


panies represented on Omaha's dis- 
trib film row will be called on toe 
cough up about $630,000 annually, 


most of which will be ea»marked to 
State assistance, if the measures pass. 


Ala.’s 2% Tap 
sirmingham, Feb, 23. 

For the last several years the Ala- 
bama legislature has attempted to 
levy some kind of a tax on amuse- 
ments and last week it sueceeded. A 
2% sales tax will be collected against 
each admission to ill of 
amusements. The tax ap- 
plicable to nearly all lines of busi- 
ness will continue in effect until 
Sept. 30, 1939. Several attempts were 
made by the legislature during re- 
cent years to levy a 10%) tax against 
amusements. However, proposals’ of 


forms 
which is 


| this type have been defeated. 


Pacific | 


States Auxiliary Corp. mortgage via | 


Exhibitors Reliance at a discount. 

Instead of carrying out the 
of buying Metropolitan studio, Erpi 
had General Studios, its subsid, 
lease both the Metropolitan and Edu- 
cational properties from Western Stu- 
dios. Finally, in June, 1935, General 
became a wholly-owned Erpi subsid 
through exercise of option held: by 
Exhibitors Reliance which went to 
Erpi in a mutual debt-cancellation 
deal. General bought the Metropoli- 
tan property from Western. 


After these transactions, negotia- 


idea | 


tions were started between Erpi and | 


Otterson, who then was 
prez, for an operating 
This fell through, but in April, 1936, 
Major Productions Corp., headed by 
Emanuel! Cohen, contracted for use 
of the old Metropolitan studio, with 
pictures being distributed via Para- 
mount. ; 

The 


Paramount 


Eastern deal 


were less com- 
plicated. Commish report, boiled 
down, records them as follow 


Eastern Sery ice Studios ol iginally 
was a Audio-Cinema, Inc., 
a wholly-owned Erpi subsid. In May, 
merged with General. 
Audio was licensed in 1929 by Erpi. 
When it into bankruptey, Erpi 
was the principal creditor, with 
claims of $224,117. Under the reor- 
ganization plan, Eastern was set up 
as a subsidiary, taking over the stu- 
dio assets while Audio kept on as a 


subsid of 


Was 


ran 


| producing company. 


The entire stock of Eastern was 
pledged to Erpi as security against 
notes, although Audio retained an 
recover the stock. This 
gave Erpi full control. In June, 1935 


option to 


| Erpi exercised the option and Fast- 


ern became a wholly-owned 
sidiary. Finally in May, 1936, Eastern 


Corp., | was merged with General, 


agreement. | 


sub- | 


N. W. Allied Objects 
Minneapolis, Feb. 23. 

Northwest Allied States is oppos- 
ing a bill introduced in the state 
legislature requiring employers to 
give their help at least one day's 
rest in seven without any reduction 
in the pay schedule. Exhibitors 
claim it would boost their overhead 
$25 a week on the average, and say 
they can't additional 
finantial 


carry 
burden. 


any 


Minn’s. Anti-Chain Bill 
Minneapolis, Feb, 23 
Five prominent members of the 


House have joined together to spon- 
sor a bill in the Minnesota state 
legislature prohibiting ownership or 
operation, directly or indirectly, of 
motion picture theatres by produe- 
ers or distributors. The measure is 
an exact duplicate of the one which 
already has passed the lower house 
in North Dakota and is 
by National Allied States. It would 
compel the Minnesota Amusement 
Co, (Publix) to relinquish more than 
70 theatres 

In North 
committee 


sponsored 


Dakota the senate 
on legislation failed to 
take expected action on the bill. W. 
A. Steffes, National Allied States’ 
director, who personally is engineer- 
ing the fight. assisted by Bennie 
Berger, prominent independent cir- 
cuit owner, claims the measure 
be taken up and passed this 

Percentage bookings w 
legislated North 
Dakota passage of a bill just 
introduced into the state legislature 
with the backing of 


state 


will 
week, 
ould be 
out of existence in 
with 


the indevendent 


exhibitors’ organization. Under the 
measure’s provision checke for 
film exchanges would be compelled 


to have a $50 license for each county 
thes worked Film exX- 


Ceclare the 


in which 


changes here 


would be pr yhit 


chec! ing 
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Greater Union Theatres, Hoyts, 


Partners in GIP 


To Split Up Into Separate Chains: 


Sydney, Feb. 23. 

After much brewing, fuming and 
fussing, and after a number of state- 
ments from both sides, Greater 
Union Theatres and Hoyts have defi- 
nitely decided to go their separate 
ways. Cancellation of General The- 
atres Corp., which comprises the two 


31, 1937, with each unit taking back 
its independent stature at that time. 

Both companies are now fever- 
ishly at work building new houses 
and rebuilding others, idea being to 
be all set against competition when 
the split starts. At present Greater 
Union has considerable edge in the 
keys. with Hoyts a good deal 
stronger in the nabes. 

In Sydney, Greater Union has five 
first run houses, Hoyts has two, and 
there is one house which the two 
own jointly. One or the other will 
buy out this one. In Melbourne the 





, Finally Agree 


| 





Business Is Business 


London, Feb. 14. 

Harry Foster and his baide, 
Florence ' Chumbecos, dancer, 
definitely decided that she give 
up her dancing career. One 
week after their marriage, Her- 
bert Wilcox phoned Foster for 
a dancer for a French cabaret 
scene. 

Foster thought hard, then the 
agent instinct got the better of 
him. He suggested his wife. 
Wifie dusted off her press book, 
took herself off to Wilcox, and 
returned with a contract for 
$300 per. Everything was swell 
till Papa (George) Foster heard 
about it. He agreed with Harry 
that the wife should not pay 
commission but, added Pop, 
‘My share (5%) I expect as 
soon as the check arrives.’ 








two chains are equal, having four 
first runs each. In Adelaide, G.U.1. 
has three first runs, and Hoyts one. 
In Brisbane, Union has four, and 
Hovts one. In Perth, Hoyts has four, 
with the two companies splitting 
ownership of a fifth. Union has four 
first runs in Newcastle, and Hoyts 
none. 

In the suburbs and nabes Hoyts 
has about 250 houses, and Union less 
than 100, but Union hopes to pick up | 
10 or more theatres within the next | 
year, being ready to build if | 
necessary. 

Greater Union Theatres’ financial | 
board has agreed to Stuart F. Doyle’s | 
plans covering renovations and re- | 
building over the chain. 

Work will be proceeded with as 
early as possible 6n the following 
theatres, Lyceum, Sydney; Empress, | 
Sydney; Strand, Newcastle; Civic | 
and York, Adelaide, and Melba, Mel- | 
bourne. A new theatre may be | 
erected in Melbourne, if a site can | 
be secured at a reasonable figure. | 

Doyle pointed out that the scheme 
would allow G. U. T. to keep pace 
with any opposition, and at the same 
time bring the chain up to a high | 
standard in all ace spots. | 

| 





Some time ago Charles Munro, 
started his chain off on a¥| 


Hoyts, 
huge overhaul drive, including many | 
erections in nabe centres. Work is | 
still underway and will continue. | 

G. U, T. now intends watching | 
Hoyts’, just in case the General The- 
atres’ link is broken before the end 
of this year. Inside angle is that | 
both chains intend leaving nothing 
to chance on the opposition pos- 
sibility. 


‘CAIN’ BIG IN SYDNEY, 
SET FOR FIVE WEEKS 


Sydney, Feb. 3. 

‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) is dragging 
in the big money here. Pic looks a 
cinch to go five weeks at capacity. 
‘Libeled Lady’ (M-G) is also a win- 
ner and tops on its thrd week, while 
‘Show Boat’ (U) goes merrily into 
its ninth month, ‘Swing Time’ (RKO) 
hits the skids on the fifth week and. 
moves on, with ‘Ladies in Love’ 
(Fox) in for a try. ‘Dodsworth’ (UA) 
is still high on femme biz, despite 
being in the fifth week, and should 
have no difficulty holding on. 

‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) opened 
strongly and should get something. 
as did ‘Craig’s Wife’ (Col) and ‘Three 
Men on Horse’ (WB). ‘East Meets 
West’ (G-B) can’t hope for anything. 

Weekly-changers are oke with 
“Wedding Present’ (Par), ‘Can This 
Be Dixie’ (Fox), and ‘Straight From 
the Shoulder’ (Par) leading. 


Pix in China 
Shanghai, Feb. 2. 

Local theatres are enjoying good 
b.o. return. 

Films currently here include ‘Tar- 
zan Escapes’ (MGM), ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par), ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA), 
‘Rembrandt? (UA), ‘Magnificent 
Brute’ (U), ‘Winterset’ (RKO), 
and ‘Light Brigade’ (WB). 











Eason Joins MG in Sydney 
Sydney, Feb. 3. 

Salli Eason has been engaged by 
Bernie Freeman to join the iocal 
Metro organization. 

Eason has fad overseas’ experi- 
ence in the technical end of film biz 
and will probably go into the theatre 
division, 





MAGYAR LEGIT BIZ 
HEALTHY THIS SEASON 


—— } 


Budapest, Feb. 12. | 
By the middle of last year’s ,the- 
atrical season, three Budapest e- 
atres had gone bankrupt and left | 
This 
year things appear to be on a much 
sounder basis: all the theatres 
opened in September are still play- 
ing, with the one exception of a 
small suburban stage, the Bethlen- 
ter Theatre. 
Producer of the latter house, Ju- 
lius Somogyi, playwright, has spent 


their companies in the lurch. | 





ture in the show business. He has | 
walked out after meeting all his ob- 
ligations and says that, as soon as he | 
has scraped 


together the amount | 
again, he will risk it on another the- 
atrical gamble. 





NEW VIC PAL SHOW 


Hicks, 





N.S.G.—Gaud- 
smith’s Socko 


Toplining, 


| 
London, Feb. 23. | 
New vaudeville show at the Vic- 


toria Palace is headed by Seymour 





| ee and Co., in a new travesty 


| Sketch on broadcasting. It’s a weak 
vehicle unworthy of the star. 

Sybil Bowan, back after two years 
in America, is excellent. 

Tom Yersey, continental shadow- 
| graphist, is very clever and a sock 
| in the opening spot. 

Another newcomer, Gregory and 
Raymond, continental musical nov- 
elty utilizing tire-pumps and vacuum 
cleaners, over well. 

Real hit of the show is Gaudsmith 
Bros., on their first vaude date after 
finishing the pantomime season at 
the Hippodrome, and George and 
Jack Dormonde, comedy cyclists, 
back after 12 months out of London. 


| nicipal authorities. 


| motions was that of. Rene Clair, di- 
| rector, who was made an officer. At 


| tional Education awarded the rank 


| journalist, who is a special corres- 


mander. 


No Dancing in China 


Shanghai, Feb. 7. 
Cabaret dancing*thas been banned 
by Nanking (Capital of China) mu-4.- 
Two modern ho- 
tels are allowed Saturday night and 





London's New Crop 
A Couple of 





holiday dancing, with a midnight 
closing hour. Clubs and private par- 
ties are exempt also. 


SHOW FOLKS GET 
LEGION RIBBONS 








Paris, Feb. 14. 
Theatre, screen and journalistic 
worlds got a good share of the red 
ribbons and rosettes handed out by 
the French government this year. 
One of the most outstanding pro- 


the same time the Ministry of Na- 


of officer to Jean Renoir and Charles 
Dullin, also to Mme. Andree Viollis, 


pondent, was the first to reach Kabul 
after the revolution. 

Pitoeff, actor and manager, was 
among the recipients of the ribbon. 
Other newly appointed chevaliers 
are Georges Treville, Charles Lamy, | 
Mnie. Robinne and Vera Sergine of | 
the Theatre-Francaise and Steve | 
Passeur, dramatist. | 

Jules Romains was given the high | 
distinction of being made a com- | 
Joseph Bedier, administra- | 
tor of the College of France, who has 
made an extensive study of the thea- | 
tre, was awarded the grand cross. | 


OUTCRY VS. ‘CHILDREN’S 


HOUR’ IN AUSTRALIA | 





Melbourne, Feb.3. | 
There has been considerable out- | 


| cry by certain bodies against ‘The | 
| about $17,500 on this, his first ven- | 4 aoe : 


Children’s Hour,’ as produced by 
Brett Randal at the Princess the- | 
atre. Show is in nights only and 
children are not admitted. Stated 
that police have viewed the produc- 
tion, but took no action. 

In film form, ‘Hour’ played here 
as ‘These Three’ (UA) and failed to 
swing into the hit class, despite 
raves from critics. 

Mention has been made that since 
the censor admitted ‘Hour,’ the ban | 





on ‘Green Pastures’ should be lifted. | 
Latter, in both legit and pic form, | 
was refused a showing in Australia, 
although the New Zealand authori- 
ties gave it an okay. 


Another African Pic 


Rome, Feb. 12. 

Africa, more particularly the Ital- 
ian colonial enterprise in Africa, 
seems to be becoming Favorite 
Topic Number One for Italian films. 
There was ‘The Great Appel,’ and 
there is to be the much-heralded 
‘Scipio, the African.’ Now a couple 
of aeroplanes and four’ banana 
freighters have left with men and 





jing 1936, 


So What? 


London, ‘Feb. 9. 

Ben Dova, the hit of the 
Coliseum pantomine with his 
swaying lamp-post act, has been 
suffering for some time from 
petty pilfering from his dress- 
ing room. He tried all sorts of 
detection schemes without 
avail, and finally appealed to 
Joe Jackson, who rigged up an 
automatic camera in the dress- 
ing room wardrobe. 

The stunt worked according 
to specification, but when Ben 
Dova developed the film, it re- 
vealed a portrait of himself. 


887, YANK PRODUCT 
IN CHINA DURING ’36 


Shanghai, Feb. 2. 

Shanghai police, comprising the 
censor board of the International 
Settlement and the French Conces- 
sion, viewed 4,500,000 feet film dur- 
subsequently shown by 
four first-run houses and 37 second 
runs. Fifteen pix were banned, 














a 


of Legits Has 
Bway Possibilities 





London, Feb. 23. 

Whole slew of new shows here 
during the past week, but not much 
of real worth, the average being 
rather under par. 

‘Tavern in the Town’ opened at 
the Embassy Tuesday (16), It is an 
excellent comedy, with an overtone 
of constantly impending tragedy 
Splendidly received and a likely 
candidate for the West End. Also 
seems a good bet for New York 

‘Suspect’ at St. Martin’s the same 
night, is a gruesome thriller, with 
Mary Morris, American actress, 
making her local debut in the lead, 
Was well received with a generally 
good press, Miss Morris getting even 
better breaks than the play however, 
in the daily press. 

‘Wise Tomorrow’ opened Wednes- 
day (17) at the Lyric. It is a strange 
play constantly hovering between 
comedy and (sex) perversion. Was 
noisily acclaimed by the first-night- 
ers, with the majority of critics the 
next day hemming and hawing. It’s 
one of. those curious cases where the 
play may prove an immediate and 
absolute flop—or go over to sock 


biz on strength of undercurrent 
word-of-mouth. Same criticism. ob- 
viously, goes for its New York 


chances. 





distribs accepting the verdict on 13. 
Appeal Board passed the other two. 
In 66 pix, excisions were made. 


Of 457 features and 1,211 shorts, 
88% were American, 2.6% British, 
14.8% Chinese and 2.6% Japanese. 


Shanghai’s Chinese studios experi- 
enced the worst year in six, produc- 
ing only 40 features on eight lots. 
Star leads with 12, Cathy next with 
seven and Unique made six. Sal- 
aries were slashed by 40 to 50% all 
around. For 1937, three majors ex- 
pect to double their output. There 


lis general optimism for the new year 


and studios are buying more U., S. 
equipment. 


Sari Fedak Scores In 





First Grandmother Role’ 





, Budapest, Feb. 12. 
Sari Fedak, ex-musical comedy 

star, once Hungary’s most popular 

actress, who has been inactive of 


late years, has once again come to| 
| the front rank in her first grand- 


mother role. 

She is in Edith Ellis’ ‘Lady of La 
Paz,’ current at the Pesti theatre. 
Miss Fedak plays the perennially 
young grandmother who interferes 
in her granddaughter’s love affairs 
on the ground of her rich experi- 
ence, being married for the fourth 
time. Her rendering of the char- 
acter is so brilliant that it has made 
‘Lady of La Paz’ the most popular 
show in town. 


Anti-New Biz Law 


The Hague, Feb. 12. 











material to make ‘Marrabo’ in Ital- 
ian Somaliland. 

Marcello Orano has written the 
script. Fono-Roma are the produc- 
ers. Romolo Marcellini is the direc- 
tor. Sets will be done by Gian Gas- 
pare Napolitano. 








Jack Hylton’s ‘Coronation Revue 
Next Big Show Due at Palladium 








London, Feb. 16. 


| Val Parnell and Charles Henry, 
| latter assistant producer to George 

Black, have just returned from 
| Berlin, where they flew to make 
| final arrangements with Jack Hylton 
}on the next Palladium show built 
| around the English maestro. 


Understood the lineup will com- 
prise the Slate Bros., who will have 
three girls in their act with them 
this trip; Moore and Revel, who will 
double from the Dorchester hotel 
cabaret; Frank Libuse, Roy Smeck 
and Diane Ray, a stripper. It is also 
likely that Afrique, now in America, 
will be in show. Of the locals, 
Flanagan and Allen are the only 
team meaning anything lined up. 

Show is figured to run around 12 
weeks and opens March 29, Will be 
known as “The Coronation Revue.’ 
As Hylton has not been in the Palla- 





dium since his last show, two years 
ago, and has since gained an Ameri- 
can reputation, show seems destined 
for a much longer run than 
scheduled for, particularly since the 
cast seems to be pretty hefty, and 
scenic effects are on a much more 
lavish style than usual. Will not be 
surprising if the show runs until 
mid-August, which will give the 
Palladium a few weeks of straight 
vaude and then back to production 
with the ‘Crazy Show.’ 

Management is also quietly nego- 
tiating for the entire Cotton Club 
revue, which is already booked in 
Paris for the Exhibition, opening 
some time in May. Show can play 
five months in Paris, coming into 
the Palladium around October, and 
have no difficulty in staying six 
months, particularly as it is intended 
that the first part of the show be 
straight vaude, 





Last year the Netherlands Bio- 
scope Assn. adopted a measure to 
stop erection of new cinemas, foun- 
dation of new film distributing offi- 
ces or starting of new film studios. 
This measure was only to be valid 
for one year and, just before its ex- 
piration, the assn. held a general 
meeting. There were two rival 
camps, those who wanted the meas- 
ure prolonged and those who 
wanted it abolished. 

Compromise was reached, with a 
committee appointed to deal with 
such matters and consider each case 
separately on its individual merit. 
It is thus expected that, as a rule, 
no new business will be started, un- 
less applicants can prove that the 
new enterprise will not be detri- 
mental to vested interests. 


Westwood Quits China 


Shanghai, Feb. 2. 

Norman Westwood, for 17 years 
head of Universal in China, has left 
for Vancouver. 

Westwood saw the number of 
cinemas here grow from two to 41. 
Fifty Chinese magnates gave him a 
huge Chinese dinner for a send-off. 








Story in China Again 
Shanghai, Feb. 2. 

Rex Story’s ‘Hollywood Revue’ on 
its fifth Oriental tour, is packing 
the Carlton here currently. 
“Company includes Story, Rose Lee, 
Fay Skeeter, Emily Winsett, Helen 
Caryl, Mitsy Lane, Donna Day and 
'Gloria Grey. 








‘Big Business’ at the Hippodrome 
| Thursday (18) is Jack Waller’s new’ 
musical and the usual aggregation of 
comedians in a Waller show, Bobby 
Howes, Vera Pearce and Wylie Wat- 
|son, with David Burns (American) 
added. Along approved lines, with 
| little originality but got an enthusi- 
| astic reception. 

TNipening Wheat’ at the Royalty 
Friday (19) is a Welsh tragedy call- 
ing for few words. Impossible for 








biz. 
‘Having Parents’ at the Strand 
Sunday (21) is a weak comedy by 


Jefferson Farjeon. Tried out here 
by the Repertory Players, piece has 
a silly plot and is distinctly unlikely. 

Same night saw an Arts Theatre 
tryout of ‘First Night.’ This is a 
pathetic comedy of an ugly duckling. 
Interesting in theme and _ subject 
matter, but is obvious for the stage, 
too much so. Might be more suitable 
| for the screen. 


CHINA WILL REFUND 
TAX ON BANNED PIX 


Skanghai, Feb. 2. 


Central News reports a Ministry of 
Finance decision to refund Customs 
duties on pix banned by the Govern- 
ment censors. Move is in response 
to an application of the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. 


U. S. Acts in Far East 


Shanghai, Feb. 2. 

American acts currently in this 
sector include the Worth Sisters, 
Dave Harvey and Kathleene Young, 
Irene West's Hawaiian Troupe, 
Maggie Calloway, Cedric and Ar- 
linda, Andy Rice, Gloria Seiter and 
Modie and Lemaux. 














British Bill Against 


‘Cruelty’ in Filims 
London, Feb. 14. 


Goaded, it is understood, by 
claimed cruelty to horses in “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade’ (WB), 
the Royal Society for Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals has proposed a 
bill in Parliament which would pro- 
hibit exhibition of films showing or 
involving cruelty. 

Bill was introduced by Sir Robert 
Gower, M.P., who is chief of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and passed its first formal 
reading. Probably it will go no 
further. 





Cinesound Busy 


Sydney, Feb. 3. 

Cinesound, only unit producing 1n 
Australia today, is well ahead of 
schedule. ‘It Isn’t Done’ is com- 
pleted and due for premiere next 
Easter. ‘Tall Timbex’ comes off the 
floor at the end of February, and 
‘Lovers and Luggers,’ pearling yarn, 
will be laid down May 1. 

In August work will begin on the 
George Wallace comedy, ‘Gone to the 
Dogs,’ and further stories are being 
prepared to allow for continuous 
production, 
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Official Gov't Cinema Commission 
Making Thorough Study in France 


Paris, Feb. 15. 

Cinema Commission of the Cham- 
ber, headed by deputy Jean-Michel 
Renaitour, is out to settle all ills 
from which film production in this 
country is suffering. 

Composed of more than 200 depu- 
ties and supported by a similar com- 
mission in the Senate made up of 
some 40 members of which Senator 
Lanacien is the head, body is pres- 
ently interviewing all the big shots 
of the French cinema industry. 

Once that is finished, members of 
the commission will visit the prin- 
cipal studios where films are pro- 
duced here to ascertain just what is 
wrong. That over, interviews and 
inspections will pass to action, which 
means laws designed to help pro- 
ducers here. 

Commission has thus far listened 
to M. Ricou of GFFA and Roger 
Weil of Pathe-Cinema, who have 
elaborated their views and desires. 
Pierre Lafitte explained his project 
of an official cinema library where 
the 50 best films produced each year 
would be kept. Afterwards came 
Charles Delac, president of the 
Chambre Syndicale de la Cinemato- 
graphie Francaise; M. Ambiehl, a 
distributor, and Pierre Wolff, a critic. 

Renaitour denies that the group 
he heads has any desire of creating a 
state-controlled or operated cinema 
industry. 

“But we do,” he continues, “want 
to help an industry which employs 
thousands of persons and invests 
enormous amounts of capital each 
year. 

Measures in view, where the 
Americans are concerned, look in- 
nocuous enough and some of them, 
as in the case of the censor’s right to 
pass on films to be exported abroad, 
have already been tried. 

But there is good reason to be- 
lieve that these do not include all the 
intentions the commission has up 
its sleeve. Renaitour, himself, once 
spoke of a cinema bank which had a 
whiff of state subsidies in it and, as 
recently as the first visit here of 
Cheever Cowdin, he spoke of meas- 
ures to protect the French industry 
from ‘foreign invasion’ and of ‘for- 
eign capital’ to produce films here. 

Delac, who was heard by the com- 
mission, has, for some years, been 
known to harbor anti-foreign film 
views and has not made a picture 
during the last three years. 

Through all of this, it is the same 
old story with the Yanks—they are 
banking on the commercial treaty 
and it is in their favor that Georges 
Bonnet has just been appointed Am- 
bassador to Washington, for he had 
much to do with the drafting of the 
terms of the Franco-American trade 
pact. 


SUBSIDIES FOR PIX 





EXPECTED IN ERIN 





London, Feb. 14. 

British theatre interests, watching 
the antagonistic actions of Irish na- 
tional concerns, now anticipate that 
the Free State government will step 
In with subsidies for local studios 
and production, as a direct incentive 
to a desired native industry. 
Irish exhibitors, who are squawk- 
ing loudly against ‘invasion’ of their 
territory by British circuits, are de- 
claring in favor of the plan, believ- 
ing it will make them less depend- 
ent on renting groups through which 
British competition would make it- 
self most felt. 


Arthur Kelley in S. Afr. 


Johannesburg, Jan. 29. 

Arthur W. Kelley, v-p of United 
Artists, was here on an extended 0.0. 
of South Africa. Exec, taking in all 
phases around here, is looking over 
local entertaii sent, theatres and 
producing methods. 

Up to the present he has visited 
Capetown, Port Elizabeth, East Lon- 
don and Durban. He is now located 
here and will remain three weeks. 
then going on to New York via Lon- 
don. Came here from South America. 

















TEN PIX BANNED IN CHINA 


Nanking Gov’t Axed 10 H’wood Pix 
For Assorted Reasons 








Shanghai, Feb. 7. 
Ten. U. S. pix were banned here 
during the past year: ‘East of Java’ 
(U), ‘Dracula’s Daughter’ (U), ‘Flash 
Gordon’ (U), ‘Green Pastures’ (WB), 


‘Sons O’ Guns’ (WB), ‘Devil Doll’ 
(MGM), ‘All American Champ’ 
(MGM), ‘Panic in the Air’ (Col), 


‘Man Who Could Work Miracles’ 
(UA) and ‘Don’t Turn ’Em Loose’ 
(RKO). 

‘Java’ and ‘Panic’ were banned be- 
cause they showed Chinese in menial 
positions; ‘Devil,’ ‘Miracle’ and 
‘Pastures’ because they deal with the 
supernatural and ‘Sons’ because of 
objections raised by the German 
representative in China. 


MGRS. UNION 
SPLIT UP IN 
PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

Move to unionize everything con- 
nected with the spectacle world here 
into one big organization has suf- 
fered a set-back. 

Led by the big-wigs of the princi- 
pal music-halls, revue houses and 
circuses, the directors of these types 
of amusement places have just re- 
signed from the Chambre Syndicate 
des Directors de Spectacles, to form 
an organization of their own. 

Those who took the lead in this 
move were Henri Varna, director 
and operator of the Casino de Paris 
and the Alcazar; Jerome Medrano, 
director of the Cirque Medrano; 
Amar Brothers, directors and opera- 
tors of Amar Circus and the Empire; 
Kurt Robitschek, director of the 
Alhambra; Mitty Goldin and H. Rot- 
tembourg, directors and operators of 
the A.B.C. and Trianon, and Andre 
Denis and Paul Lefevre, directors 
of the Concert Mayol. 

As explained by Mitty Goldin, 
these managers and directors took 
such a step because they want to be 
better placed to protect and fight 
for their own interests. 

‘In the Chambre Syndicate from 
which we have resigned, the in- 
terests were too diverse for us to 
be able to defend the true interests 
of the music-hall,’ he explained. ‘It 
is certain that the interests of caba- 
rets, night clubs, and concerts should 
not be mixed with those of the es- 
tablishments which we direct. 

‘As members we learned that a 
project of collective contract scheme 
for actors was being elaborated. 
Such a move is perfectly normal, 
but we were never edvised of the 
existence of a mixed commission 
which was elaborating this plan, 
although we were supposed to take 
part in it. 

‘So, in order to have our hands 
free to defend our own interests we 
formed the new group, which will 
be entirely devoted to the same pro- 
fessional ends.’ 


TAUBER’S ‘PICCANNINNY’ 











NEW LEHAR OPERETTA 





London, Feb. 23. 


Charles Cochran 
cast for Franz Lehar’s operetta 
‘Piccanninny,’ which will star 
Richard Tauber, and will be sent 
into rehearsal pronto to replace the 
Gracie Fields show, now off. After 
West End run, this one will be 
filmed by Max Schach in conjunction 
with Cochran and with the same 
star. 


is recruiting a | 


TO START PROD. 


First Film, ‘La Marseillaise,’ 
With Support From All 
Sides, Will Be Super Spe- 


tras — Popular Subscrip- 
tion for Bankroll 





JEAN RENOIR IN CHARGE 


— 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

French government is officially 
going into the film production busi- 
ness. 

Long-rumored and the source of 
conversation in film circles here 
ever since the Leon Blum Popular 
Front Government took power last 
June, the expected step is now a 
reality. 

Although many details concerning 
the first government film are still 
lacking, enough has come to light to 
show that, in its first realization, the 
rulers of France intend to work on 
a much larger scale than has ever 
been possible for any private con- 
cern in this country. 

Project will be realized under a 
co-operative form within the frame- 
work of the Syndicat General des 
Travailleurs de l’Industrie du Film 
with the patronage of the Comite 
de Coordination du Film of the 
French Federation of Labor and is 
approved by the Popular Front 
Government and organizations at- 
tached to the three parties which 
make it up. 

Jean Renoir, French director and 
producer who was recently deco- 
rated with the Legion of Honor, will 
direct the first picture, story of 
which will be woven around the 
French Revolution and will prob- 
ably be called ‘La Marseillaise.’ 

Popular Subscriptions 

For the most part pic will be 
financed by popular subscription. 
Government, besides making a cash 
advance of $3,500 so immediate pub- 
licity for the film can be started, 
will also publicize the pic through 
the state-controlled radio and other 
means at its disposal; put soldiers, 
museums and _ chateux, including 
Versailles, historical documents and 
relics in its possession at the dis- 
posal of the producers. 

Six writers headed by Charles 
Spaak will work on the scenario and 
script, all of the music will be spe- 
cially written, afid practically every 
w.k. French actor and actress will 
be included in the cast. 

While different elements of the 
scenario will be assembled by 
Spaak, dialog exchanged at Paris and 
in the suburbs will be written by 
Henri Jeanson; Marcel Archard will 
be charged with writing the conver- 
sation of the emigres of Coblentz: 
Andre-Paul Antoine, Jean-Richard 
Block and H. R. Lenormand will 
help with the script and Marcel Pag- 
nol will write the text of the con- 
versation between Robespierre and 
Brissot. 

Music will be written by a group 
of the best composers France pos- 
sesses at the moment: Desormieres, 
Arthur Honeggar, Georges Auric, 
Darius Milhaud, Kosma, Koechin 
and Jacques Ibert. 


Robespierre. Pierre Renoir has ac- 
cepted the role of Brissot. Jean 
Gabin will be a cabinet-maker of 
Saint-Antoine. Erich von Stroheim 
has been asked to take the role of 
the Austrian officer who directs the 
international column at Valmy and 
Maurice Chevalier will be a worker 
singing the Marseillaise. 


Walbrook in ‘Victoria’ 


London, Feb. 16. 
Anton Walbrook gets the roie of 
Albert, Prince Consort, in Herbert 
Wilcox’s picture of Queen Victoria. 
with Anna Neagle spotted for the 
title part. 
Picture is due for 
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FRENCH GOV'T IN PIC BIZ 





Breach Between Exhibs, Distribs 
Widens in London’s Quota Battle 
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Write Your Own Head 





Sydney, Feb. 3. 
Sir Harry Lauder mentioned 
during the week that he hoped 
to return here next year on an- 
other farewell tour and, after 
that, he would mostly confine 
his appearances to England. 
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BRIT. NATIONAL 
IN DEAL WITH 
B.LP. 


London, Feb. 14. 


John Corfield, managing director 
of British National Films, has re- 
signed from the board of Pinewood 
Studios, having disposed of his stock 
in the company. Stock has been 
taken up by the Heathfield Invest- 
ment Trust, with which J. Arthur 
Rank, financial power in the Uni- 
versal-General Films set-up, is as- 
sociated. 

Rank recently disposed of his per- 
sonal interest in British National to 
the Trust. 

New developments indicate a 
breakaway by British National from 
the Pinewood-General Films asso- 
ciation, supported by a deal it has 
set with John Maxwell to produce 
a series of pictures in conjunction 
with Associated British for dis- 
tribution through Maxwell's sub- 
sidiary, Wardour Films. 

Situation is freak, since alliance 
of British National with Maxwell's 
own production has the former com- 
pany drawing close to the concern 
which was originally floated as 
British National Pictures, only to 
become British International at a 
later stage, when the U. K. studios 
began bidding for the American 
market. 


IT HAD TO COME; 
AMATEURS IN PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

Alhambra, largest music-hall in 
Paris, directed by Kurt Robitschek, 
is trying a new plan to grab more 
biz. 

First the house tried cut-rate 
prices, but no help. Now turned to 
amateur nights. Small prizes offered 
to winners and contracts to the acts 
showing real ability. 

With this new stab for business 
comes the rumor again that the 
house will close in the near future. 
Although such a move is denied by 
the management, future bookings for 
name acts are not up to what could 
be expected if the doors are to re- 
main open during the months of the 
Exposition. 


Palestine Pix 














Jerusalem, Jan, 29. 
Current pix here include ‘How Do 
You Do, Mister Brown’ at the Zion 
hall; ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and 
‘Tale of Two Cities’ 
Eden hall; ‘Desire’ (Par) and ‘King 
of Burlesque’ (20th) at the Edison. 
Haifa’s current pix include ‘Pri- 
vate Number’ (Par) and. ‘Modern 
Times’ (MG) at the En-Dor:; ‘Der. 
Wildfang’ and ‘Captain Blood’ (WB) 
Armon; ‘Captain January’ 
(20th) and ‘Brueder Karamazov’ at 
the Orah. 
Tel Aviv has 


‘General Died at 
Dawn’ 


‘Par) at the Migdalor; ‘Die 
Julika’ and ‘Things to Come’ (UA) 
at the Eden; ‘Golem’ (in third week) 
and ‘Sergeant X’ at the Mograbi; 
‘Jana’ and ‘Chu Chin Chow’ (GB) 
at the Rimon; ‘Night at the Opera’ 
(MG) and ‘Sins of Man’ at the 


4 Ophir. 


+> 


(MG) at the 





Feb. 14. 

Breach between exhibitors and 
distributors has widened as an out- 
come of attempts to arrange joint 
Quota confabs, with hopes of co- 
operation in guiding the new Quota 
Act now fading. 


London, 


Cinema Exhibitors Ass’n., in con- 
sequence of bad feeling newly stir- 
red up with the Kinema Renters 
Society, has changed its ground as 
regards recommendations made by 
the Board of Trade Committee, now 
veering to support of a proposed 
Film Commission, conditional on its 
personnel being built up from in- 
dividuals of motion picture experi- 
ence and standing. 

New view shows a veering of 
C. E. A. opinion, which formerly 
favored an independent arbitration 
panel of producers, exhibs and dis- 
tribs, with the Board of Trade given 
statutory power to enforce its find- 
ings. 

C. E. A.’s new attitude is revealed 
in a committee report, stating: ‘It 
seems a reasonable assumption that 
cooperation with the K. R. S. will 
not be forthcoming. In the absence 
of such cooperation, the committee 
would not view with apprehension a 
Films Commission, providing it con- 
sisted of persons having a practical 
knowledge of the trade. 

‘Should the President of the Board 
of Trade jndicate the particular 
executive powers required could not 
be undertaken by his department 
and the proper body would be a 
Commission, we would not like to 
be in a position that we could not 
continue discussions because we 
were tied by a previous decision 
reached under different conditions,’ 


UA’S MAGYAR DISTRIB 
FOLDS, $40, 000 IN RED 


Budapest, Feb. 


Unitas Co., founded a year ago 
for the purpose of distributing Lon- 
don Films’ and United Artists’ pic- 
tures here, is licuidating its business 
after incurring loss of about 
$40,000. Unitas was one of the un- 
dertakings of Istavian Gero, who 
owns Royal Tl eatres, a chain of 10 
important houses, and largely con- 
trols distribution in Hungary. 

Reason *'ny Unitas failed to make 
good is that, in spite of che success 
of a few London Film productions, 
viewed with a sort of proprietary 
interest here because Korda and 
many of his collaborators are Hun- 
garian, average produ*t imported 
was below the mark. Gero’'s contract 
with U. A. and London Films stip- 
ulated paying them 60% of the net, 


with a minimum’ guarantee of 
$30,000 .n ually. 

National Bank made difficulties 
about permitting the transfer of 


such a sum in foreign currency, a 
welcome plea for Gero to annul his 
contract with the p-oducers and 
liquidate the firm. 





British Exhibs’ Encore 
Visit to U.S. in May , 


London, Feb, 14. 
London section of Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn, which organized a 
successful round tour last year 
through New York, Washington, 
Chicago, California, et al., will re- 
peat the trip this year, with outward 
voyage dated for May 19. 
Itinerary will be 
that of last year. 


identical with 





MEXICO LIKES MAGIS 
Mexico City, Feb. 23. 
Magicians continue to do well here, 
if they are willing to work threee- 
a-day at tops of from 28c¢ to 42c per 


show. Two mystics, Blacaman and 
Wong, are cramming ‘em in at a 
couple of local legit houses that 


heretofore hadn't done much biz. 
Acts are in Spanish. Both use exe 
tensive street and lobby ballies, 
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Last of Mrs. Cheyney 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Law- 
rence Weingarten production. Stars Joan 
Crawford, William Powell, Robert Mont- 
Features Frank Mérgan. Di- 


mery. 
pert i by Richard Boleslawski. Screen 
play, Leon Gordon, Samson Raphaelson 


and Monckton Hoffe from Frederick Lons- 
dale’s play of same name. Camera, George 
Folsey; music, Dr. William Axt; editor, 
Frank Sullivan. At Capitol, N. Y., week 





Feb. 18, ‘37. Running time, 95 mins. 

Fay Cheyney....-.++++++++s Joan Crawford 
Charles. .....scccscseecsess William Powell 
Arthur. ...-ccccccceses Robert Montgomery 
Lord Kelton......sseseeeee- Frank Morgan 
DuchesS......cccccerevecseues Jessie Ralph 
Sl) rer: yrirr rT rr Nigel Bruce 
JOM. . cs ccecccccccscccccesoos Colleen Clare 
Kitty. .....-cecccees --.-Benita Hume 
Cousin Jobn Ralph Forbes 
rey rer Aileen Pringle 
William. ...cccccccvccccsces Melville Cooper 
RUBE. Ei pce ecco cecicecccons Leonard Carey 
pe Pere Cert Peete Sara Haden 
Inspector Witherspoon...... Lums‘ten Hare 
GOOPEBE. oo ec cccrccreseccecccce Wallis Clark 
oO SEAR rere rrr ee fZarnett Parker 





‘The Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ is a 
Metro remake of its own dialog film 
made in 1929 with Norma Shearer. 
It’s from the Lonsdale play which 
Ina Claire, Roland Young and A. E. 
Matthews first did on Broadway in 
1925. Present filmization more near- 
ly approximates a picture than the 
"29 film which was, then, more a 
straight transmutation of the play 
in celluloid form. Fortified by pres- 
ent cinematic standards, and punc- 
tuated by some skillful scripting, it’s 
good film fodder. although not par- 
ticularly socko. It’s a release where- 
in the marquee values of Crawford- 
Powell-Montgomery, with Frank 
Morgan’s support not the least of 
it, will do much to bolster. To*ts' 
should be good box office. 


This is Richard Boleslawski’s post- 
mortem release. Another director 
wound up the perfunctory details, 
but Boleslawski gets, and merits, 
the sole directorial billing. His hand 
is evidence in a number of fine 
scenes, pacing this society crook 
comedy-drama with effective con- 
trasts of suspense and laughs. 


Scenes which are outstanding are 
made so by a rare combination of 
pace, scripting and direction. That 
sequence. for example, wherein the 
snocty English household is won- 
dering what will happen to the 
crooks (Miss Crawford and her ac- 
complice, Powell) is a double-broad- 
side in deft comedy painting. First, 
when Morgan discloses how incrimi- 
nating might be a certain letter 
wherein he had painted some of the 
week-end guests just as they are: 
and, later, in its climatic pitch when 
Miss Crawford and Powell decide 
not to trade for their freedom. but 
instead make the blueblood clique 
squirm in fear of the embarrass- 
ment if the letter should be _ in- 
troduced in evidence at the trial. 

In similar vein, the week-enders’ 
truth-game less pointedly. but not 
too subtly, mirrors the foibles of 
the same group—the two-timing 
wife who has had 14 ‘cousins’ (male) 
for constant companionship: her 
stupid husband: another lady of easy 
virtue; the engagingly lecherous 
male (Montgomery), but frankly so: 
the duchess-hostess (capably played 
by Jessie Ralph). who confesses she 
came into royalty via the London 
Gavety chorus-line, etc. 

This film version has _ been 
switched to point up the Montgom- 
ery-Crawford ultimate romance, 
with Powell oftimes out of the pro- 
ceedings for a reel at a time. If 
anything, Morgan is most promi- 
nent in the male division. Nigel 
Bruce handles his dumb-cluck hus- 
band well. Benita Hume is an at- 
tractive and _  histrionically vivid 
wife-flirt. without making her char- 
acterization too broad. Raloh Forbes, 
as one of her ‘cousins,’ fits his as- 
signment. Colleen Clare is a new 
face of promise, while the rest of 
the support, more or less bit, is all 
strong. 

Gereral production is standard. 
including a capital camera job and 
an effective, but unobtrusive. ~mwsi- 
cal setting. Abel. 


When Youw’re in Love 
(MUSICAL) 


Columbia release of Everett Riskin pro- 
duction. Stars Grace Moore. Features 
Cary Grant. Directed by Robert Riskin, 
who also wrote storw based on ‘idea’ by 
Ethel Hill and Cedric Worth. Musie by 
Jerome Kern; lyrics, Dorothy Fields. Other 
music internolated. Production numbers 
staged by Leon Leonidoff. Cameraman. 
Joseph Walker. Musical conductor, Alfred 
Newoenen. At Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y.. week Feb. 18, ’87. Running time. 
110 mins. 


a BO, Grace Moore 
FJiMMF AEOGONE . ook ccc cc ccssces Cary Grant 
Marianne Woods........../ Aline MacMahon 
Walter Mitchell. ......... Henry Stenhenson 
HAW BE0G occ. ccccaceecs Thomas Mitchell 





Jine Summers............Catherine Doucet 
SOree: VIMO «00660086. -.e+.Luis Alberni 
Gerald Meeker....... -Gerald Oliver Smith 
Baris PERU ccc cwcen Emina Dunn 
Mr. nA ee George Pearce 

UME OG ocd 00.504 060654055 Frank Puglia 





‘When You're in Love’ should do 
nice biz. It represents — skillful 
Manipulation of star, cast, and music 
values. With the singing the main 
excuse, and the story the main fault, 
narrative is not very spirited in cre- 
ating tension or situations but con- 
trives to spin a frothy romance. It 
also has giggles at frequent junc- 
tions, so the net result is fairly amus- 
ing entertainment in the Grace 
Moore style and series, despite that 
the feature is far beyond its needs 
as to length. 

_ Care, as usual, has been exercised 
in handling the star and in blending 
her vocal opportunities into the 
mechanics of the story. She is well 
photographed and systematically 


given the benefit of the finesse of 
every department from makeup to 
costuming. Showmanship, to spread 
almost reverential glamour about the 
star, is manifest in the main title be- 
ing followed by two minutes of aria 
before the rest of the credits are 
gradually flashed. 


This glamour treatment does not 
up the operatic tinge. At one point 
Miss Moore tosses off ‘“Siboney’ in 
Spanish. Later, and for the piece de 
resistance, she whams across ‘Minnie 
the Moocher.’ Lily Pons, Helen Jep- 
son and Gladys Swarthout did this 
as a trio at a New York benefit per- 


formance. At the Music Hall the 
audience applauded the Moocher 
novelty. 


Operatic training is hard to get 
away from. Miss Moore is clever 
enough to achieve a creditable slum- 
ming impersonation, so fans will 
think her cute. It’s the ‘regular fel- 
low’ sort of thing Columbia has con- 
scientiously aimed at in her case. 
Only the minority will probably 
realize that paper darts are tough 
for a javelin-thrower. Inevitably 
the Grace Moore films, likewise 
those of other singers such as Tib- 
bett, Lily Pons. Gladys Swarthout, 
et al. are fighting every minute 
against a certain stiffness inherent 
in their type of singing. 

This time Miss Moore is an Aus- 
tralian diva marooned in Mexico, 
anxious to get into the United States 
but barred by immigration author- 
ities. A marriage of convenience is 
arranged to an American (Cary 
Grant) with whom she ultimately 
falls in love. It's fluffy confection- 
ery, and there are over-done and 
over-long touches in the film, al- 
though this is essentially synthetic 
and surface lacquer. But the fans 
will probably vote it pleasant fudge. 
And will think Cary Grant pretty 
swell opposite the star. He has the 
only real part except for Aline Mc- 
Mahon’s brave resistance. Various 
small bits are written and directed 
by Riskin with his flair for plot em- 
broidery. Although no one perform- 
ance, bit, or scene is particularly 
memorable. in the aggregate they 
score a tally of points that shoves 
the film over the line. 


Credits are owing generously to 
the cameraman, Joseph Walker, who 
has done a fine job. Only once, and 
ironically at the very start of the 
picture, is the star at a disadvantage. 
Then for a hundred feet or so the 
artificial eyebrow well above the 
natural line is badly exposed. An- 
other slight flaw, and noted two or 
three times, is when the words of 
the star are not synchronized with 
the lips. 

Jerome Kern-Dorothy Fields music 
and lyrics have been directed by Al- 
fred Newman and_ photographed 
against ensemble production handled 
by Leon Leonidoff. Production stuff 
is pretentious and artistic through- 
out. Of the numbers ‘Our Song’ 
seems best. 

Riskin, author, is also Riskin, di- 
rector, here. His principal weakness 
as a director is obviously his inabil- 
ity, or unwillingness, to cut. 

Land. 


The Man Who Could 
~ Work Miracles 


(BRITISH MADE) 


United Artists releagve of Alexander Korda 
production. Stars Roland Young. Features 
Joan Gardner and Ralph Richardson, Di- 
rected by Lothar Mendes. Story aod screen- 
play, H. G. Weils. Camera, Bernard Browne 
and Maurice Forde. At Rivoli, N. Y., week 
Feb. 20, '37. Running time, 82 minutes. 





George Fotheringay.......... Roland Young 
MAIR, PPICO. ccc ccccceccedos cee Joan Gardner 
Col. Winstanely ...ceccses: Ralph Richardson 
eS eee C6eece Ernest Thesiger 
Will Bteker. ... 6606 wececcees Robert Cochran 
POE... 0.0060606006 06 68a000 Lady Tree 
a. Se CCRC oe dneaeenesies Wallace Lupino 
Effie Brickman.......... Gertrude Musgrove 
Major Grigsby.... Edward Chapman 
Maggie Hooper.....cccccces: Sophie Stewart 
MO a 'u'o.c'd 0.04 0s 00 000600060465 George Zucco 
Gs docu we sesncscoeesseesese Bruce Winston 
Mr. Bampfylde..........; Lawrence Hanray 
SPEER ET EPC e TT eT ee Bernard Nedell 
ee ree Wally Patch 





H. G. Wells’ ‘Man Who Could Work 
Miracles’ was completed before his 
imaginitive ‘Things to Come,’ but 
gets its release in the U. S. 11 months 
later. They are akin only in philo- 
sophical approach and in almost 
complete lack of human appeal. This 
film will show little draw power on 
this side. 


In story it again shows Wells’ 
touch for the fantastic. ‘Things’ pic- 
tured a thoroughly mechanized, elec- 
trified world 100 years from now. 
This flicker portrays the possible ef- 
fect on civilization should one man 
be given the power to fulfill his will 
and desires at a moment’s notice. 
‘Miracles’ also paints the usual Wells’ 
moral: that man is a petty creature 
at best; that he is selfish and, if 
given miraculous powers, would 
sooner ruin than better the world. 


Wells has always touched only 
lightly upon romance. So again it 
is in this department that his picture 
falls down as entertainment. A very 
talky picture, it also falls short in 
the quality of its dialog. 

Title character of the film, Roland 
Young, tries hard to liven up and 
lighten a ponderous role, but fails. 
This light comedian is _ suddenly 
transformed from a meek store clerk 
to a man who can do everything and 
anything except change human 
thought. Picture is billed as a 
comedy, but there are few instances 














Miniature Reviews 


‘The Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(Metro). Society comedy-drama 
with Crawford, Powell, Mont- 
gomery and Frank Morgan. No 
panic, but with names the in- 
surance. 

‘When You’re in Love’ (Col). 
Nice Grace Moore musical with 
fair quota of giggles. 

‘The Man Who Could Work 
Mivecles’ (UA). British made 
fantasy by H. G. Wells and 
supposedly a comedy. A weak- 
ling. 

‘Man of Affairs’ (GB). Fair 
British-made pic in which 
George Arliss plays a dual role. 

‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) 
Doesn’t hold much appeal. Co- 
stars Edward Arnold and Fran- 
cine Larrimore (stage), latter 
making her debut in pictures. 

‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (RKO). 
Same old fake  stockbroking 
story, but briskly told and well 
played. Good dualer with some 
marquee drag. 

‘A Doctor’s Diary’ 
Dramatic fare which 
sionally pungent. Fair entry. 

‘Find the Witness’ (Col). 
Juvenile drama that might do 
okay as secondary amusement 
fare on the multiples. 

‘Paradise Express’ (Rep). 
Trim little action drama about 
a small-time railroad. Ought 
to do nicely on the uppers and 
lowers with a fairly knowable 
cast to aid. 





(Par). 
is occa- 


‘They Wanted to Marry’ 
(RKO). Comedy romance of 
newspaper photographer built 
for strong dual returns. Betty 
Furness and Gordon Jones 
teamed effectively. 

‘House of Secrets’ (Chest.). 


Moderately entertaining mys- 
tery, for average dualers’ busi- 
ness. 











in which audiences are given reason 
to even giggle. 


An unearthly power, pictured here 
as a gigantic young man, decides to 
invest extraordinary ability in a hu- 
man picked at random. It’s Young, 
who first learns about his new 
found power while embroiled in an 
argument on miracles. He _ trans- 
ports a belligerent constable to San 
Francisco simply by making the 
wish; cures a girl of freckles and an- 
other of a sprained arm. Finally he 
orders a castle and assemble~ ‘he 
world’s political, military, jr 1, 
financial and editorial powers «.d 
orders them to better conditions and 
halt war. In order to get an imme- 
diate decision, the miracle worker 
orders the world to stop rotating and 
everybody flies into space when grav- 
ity stops. Having rendered himself 
immune to death, however, Young is 
able to halt the chaos. He then per- 
forms his final miracle by putting 
himself back in his former position 
in life. 

Young’s, selfiish desires—he'’s sup- 
posed to typify ‘Everyman’—concerns 
the double femme interest in the 
picture, though neither Joan Gard- 
ner nor Sophie Stewart are given 
much romantic latitude. The miracle 
worker wants the more staid Miss 
Stewart for his wife, but would like 
to have Miss Gardner on the side. 
In trying to make Miss Gardner love 
him Young discovers his miraculous 
powers stop when trying to influence 
the human mind. 

Casting of the film is good, with 
Ralph Richardson, as a boozing army 
man turned judge, doing an espe- 
cially good job in the film’s lightest 
role. 

Special camera effects are rather 
well executed; Lothar Mendes’ direc- 
tion is fine, and the camera work, 
except in one or two spots. note- 
worthy. Scho. 


MAN OF AFFAIRS 


(BRITISH MADE) 





Gaumont-British production and release, 
Stars George Arliss. Features Rovynilly 
Lunge, Rene Ray, Jessie Winter. Directed 
by Herbert Mason. From play, ‘The Nel- 
son ‘Touch.’ by Neil Grant: adaptation, 
Maude T. Howell and L. du Garde Peach: 
film editor, Gordon; camera, G. 


Krampf. At Criterion, N. . week Feb. 
19, ’S7, Running time, 70 mins. 

Richard ‘ — =— 
Lord Dunchester§*""**¢ tt George Arliss 
Wek BROWOTG. o ceccecsegeces Romilly Lunge 
.L.; PPPS Te Ter. ee 
Lady Dunchester............¢ Jessie Winter 
SURIER Ss cos cceensooncevcscessenet John Ford 
DUI s 60.60 1654000 000664.040004 Allan Jeayes 
PORTE 05005 504006008888 Lawrence Anderson 
PEGE. 4s 660000640668 Remard Merefield 
PROVORBON. ccccccccectesecsesd John Turnbull 


pi | MPPTTT TTT LITT Terrie Gasil Gill 





George Arliss plays a dual role 
in this import built around a fop- 
pish English diplomat and his regu- 
lar fellow twin brother. But get- 
ting Arliss in a double dose isn’t 
enough to save ‘Man of Affairs.’ The 
picture is a pattern that tailors ex- 
tremely well for the former War- 
ner Bros. star, but the weave is bad 
and the workmanship ordinary. 
While there is a chance for solo 


playdates here and there, the ma- 
jority of bookings will be of lesser 
importance. Business possibilities 
are only moderate at best. 

An English play, “The Nelson 
Touch,’ by Neil Grant, forms the 
basis for diplomatic maneuvers by 
Arliss that are very familiar in de- 


sign and as familiarly theatrical in 
this star’s hands. After a fashion, 
‘Main of Affairs’ is a murder mys- 
tery, Arliss being the detective. His 
solution is reached in a quaintly Ar- 
lissian manner and clouds of war 
are dispersed, but for Arliss it has 
just been fun. He plays it that way 
all the way through, along the route 
at the same time acting a match- 
maker. 

The adaptation of the play reveals 
nothing stirringly impressive, and 
the dialog, British in its style, adds 
little as dress for the routine plot. 
Development of the love interest. 
under rather unique circumstances, 
would carry more weight were the 
romantic leads, Romilly Lunge and 
|Rene Ray, performers of greater 
| skill and appeal. 

The picture is Arliss’ virtually all 
the way, plot in brief dealing with 
ihis coup kidnapping the Foreign 
Secretary, his twin brother, and im- 
personating him while unraveling 
the mystery of the murder of an 
emir in far-off Kasra, avoiding war 
difficulties for Britain. He then 
steps into the background, permit- 
ting the diplomatic twin to take the 
bows. There are numerous trick 
photography scenes in which Arliss 
talks to himself, shakes hands with 
himself, etc., 11 well done. 

Pictorially and technically, ‘Af- 
fairs’ represents a commendable job. 

Char. 


John Meade’s Woman 


Paramount release of B. P. Schulberg 
production. Stars Edward Arnold, Fran- 
cine Larrimore, Features Gail Patrick, 
George Bancroft, John Trent, Sidney Black- 
mer. Directed by Richard Wallace. Orig- 
inal story by John Bright and Robert 
Tasker; screenplay, Vincent Lawrence and 
Herman J. Mankiewicz. Film editor, Rob- 
ert Bischoff; camera, Harry Fischbeck. At 
Paramount, N. Y., week Feb. 17, ‘37. 
Running time, 81 mins, 





SOM + MORGCs cs ciccdocvcecds Edward Arnold 
Teddy Connor...erecess Francine Larrimore 
Caroline Hai6s ssscecvocccccese Gail Patrick 
TIA PRRUROWS.ccccsevesoss George Bancroft 
BROOME cic ck copes sess Ceerecesecsevcd John Trent 
FROGROS 6 5000s seesecenesin Sidney Blackmer 
eet PETEPT ET Terre Jonathan Ekile 
Westley Stanley Andrews 





Harry Hayden 
BIANEY icicsccicccsscsccccosmeeueee Mirange 
BEE, BROOMS 05.00 69006086488 Aileen Pringte 





One more picture with a message. 
Like most of its predecessors, ‘John 
Meade’s Woman’ is destined for lit- 
tle appeal. Story preaches soil and 
forestry conservation, with insuffi- 
cient realistic drama to carry b. o. 
power. The title suggests things the 
picture doesn’t hold. 

With this picture it appears that 
Edward Arnold is running to the 
well too often. His pictures are be- 
ginning to look alike. As a ruthless 
tycoon, who always turns softie in 
self-tragic finales, Arnold is being 
overworked. In this one he’s a lum- 
ber king who turns to cheating farm- 
ers out of their land. 

Rather tough, too, that Francine 
Larrimore’s first screen starring role 
should have been as companion to 
Arnold in his latest walk to the same 
old type-chest. Miss Larrimore, one 
of America’s good dramatic actresses, 
suffers a slight case of miscasting. 
With ability to wring dry an emo- 
tional role, Miss Larrimore is given 
double duty in this story. First she’s 
the little country girl who goes to 
Chicago, starves for a time and then 
marries Arnold to spite a_ social 
cheater. In the later portions, how- 
ever, she leads the wheat farmers 
in revolt against her husband. The 
transition from a soft, weepy frail 
to a merciless avenger is too sharp 
to convince. Yet, Miss Larrimore 
shows enough to warrant her plenty 
of attention from Hollywood. She 
hasn't been photographed to best ad- 
vantage, nor are her costumes flat- 
tering in most instances, but the one 
thing the picture can’t hide is her 
ability as a performer. In those few 
scenes suited to her, this youngest 
member of the Adler stage family 
(sister of Luther, Stella and Celia) 
delivers, 

Film includes George ancroft, 
whose past roles were much the same 
as Arnold's today—the guy who dies, 
or goes broke. or both in the fade- 
outs. In this film Bancroft plavs the 
honest pal and employe of the 
crooked Arnold and shows up plenty 
okay. 

John Trent, a young newcomer to 
films, impresses in a small and 
would-be romantic role. He should 
soon be able to handle fatter paris 
to advantage. Gail Patrick. as the 
social cheat whom Arnold iilts. car- 
ries the hauteur nicely with Sidney 
Blackmer, her indigent sweetheart. 
capable as the focal point of a tri- 
angle. Other roles are practically in 
the bit class, including that of Aileen 
Pringle, but ably acted. 

Production in spots looks expen- 
sive. In others quite the opposite 
Latter takes in a dust-storm blowoff. 
a” surpris’nely unreal lookin catas- 
trophe. Richard Wallace’s direction 
of this wishy-washy screenplay is 
food, but there are points where the 
photography could have been better. 

Scho. 














Talking Shorts 


‘SINGING IN THE AIR’ 
Musical Sketch 
19 Mins. 
Criterion, N. Y. 
RKO-Radio 
This is a fairly diverting two- 
reeler of the sketch variety that fea- 





tures songs by Diana Lewis, done 


from an airplane while in flight. 
Bert Gilroy is the producer and 
while his short is no smash, it will 
please the average audience. 

Eddie Moran did the story, choos- 
ing as locale a flying field where the 
bosses are trying to develop an air 
program. The suggestion is made by 
a pilot that the hostess on his ship be 
given an audition on the L.A. to K.C. 
run that night. Thus, opening is 
made for her first number, ‘My 
Heart Wants to Dance,’ Miss Lewis 
singing this particularly well. This 
song and others are distinguished by 
the fact that the recording is unus- 
ually good. Title of another number 
is ‘Singing in the Air.’ 

Some comedy is to be found in the 
19-minute filler, built princivally 
around a despatcher and a singer 
who doesn’t want to fly. When lat- 
ter is being forced to go on the air 
from a plane high in the air, it be- 
gins to get bumpy and she can’t 
make the grade, result being some 
effective comedy though only light 
in development. Miss Lewis screens 
well and has a very pleasing sing- 
ing personality. Others in the cast 
include Edward J. Flanagan and 
Donald Kerr. Char. 
‘HOLD IT’ 

Herman Timberg, Jr., and Pat 

Rooney, Jr. 

Comedy, Dancing 

16 Mins. 

Globe, N. Y. 
Educational 

Produced by Al Christie in the 
east and played for judicious com- 
edy results by Herman Timberg, Jr., 
Pat Rooney, Jr., and good support, 
‘Hold It’ will serve medium-grade 
theatres satisfactorily. Short is not 
as long as most of its kind, being 
16 minutes, and crams considerable 
territory into that running time, ac- 
tion being divided between a news- 
paper office and a society matron’s 
home, 

In adition to the comedy, Timberg 
and Rooney each do dances, topped 
bv a shorter tan routine by Gail 
Lee. Timberg offers a novelty soft- 
shoe number while Rooney does one 
of his familiar tap specialties. Boys 
are photographers who have slipped 
into a swanky home for a picture 
and are posing before the maid as 
entertainers. She wants ’em to prove 
it, this affording a good opening for 
the dances. all done in a _ kitchen 
setting. While much slapstick of a 
conventional nature has found its 
way into the short, in general the 
entertainment value is better than 
average. A managing editor, who 
may be George Shelton, greatly aids 
in digging the laughs. 

Both Timberg and Rooney shape 
up nicely for picture work that de- 
mands comedy playing or dancing. 
Their voices record suitably. Char. 


Don’t Tell The Wife 


RKO-Radio release of Robert Siek produc. 
tion. Features Guy Kibbee, Una Merkel, 





Lynne Overman, Directed by Christy 
Cabanne, From the stage play, ‘Once 
Over Lightly,’ by George Holland, Screen 


play, Nat Perrin; camera, Harry Wilde; 
special camera effects, Vernon Walker: ed- 
itor, Jack Hively. At Palace, N. * 
week Feb. 18, °37, on double bill, Rune 
ning time 63 mins. 


Malcolm Winthrop. .ccssseecees Guy Kibbee 
WMancy Dereet.. ccccccvccsccsces Una Merkel 
Steve Dorset. .ccccccsceccess Lynne Overman 
Major Manninug......c.eseees Thurston Mall 
CUES 6 0 0 0.586 000000656 0sse4 Guinn Williams 
Laerry TOORC sc ccscccccis William Defharest 
Ann Howell. ..c..ecs Terr iy: | Lucille Vall 
Bike COUMMARs ccccsvccvavcsedes Harry Tyler 
Joe Moskins 000eenveeesbees.ceee Charlie West 


Just another impression from the 
rubber stamp of the fake stock sell- 
ing story, but briskly written, well 
dialogued and played smartly under 
keen direction. Not strength enough 
for much solo work, but it will sat- 
isfy once they’re inside. This is 
taken from the stage play, ‘Once 
Over Lightly,’ but the basic plét 


is in the common domain; the blun- | 


dering come-on who saves the day 
when it looks as though the attempt 
to sell nothing for something is about 
to land all concerned in jail. Dialog 
iob is particularly good, with smart 
lines woven into the story instead of 
being forced in, and Christy Cabanne 
keeps it moving at a pace so ranid 
that the triteness of the story is 
often iost sight of. With a better 
story, the same amount of acting and 
writing. ability would have gone 
places. 

Story opens with Thurston Hall 
bidding goodbye at the prison after 
having done a turn for selling blue 
sky. He is met by his old pals and 
announces that this time he is play- 
ing safe. He really has a mine. so 
the officious postoffice inspectors 
can’t touch him. He won the title 
in a card game. Finances become 
the question, but there’s Lynne Over- 
man, who has gone straight and is 
back on the land with his wife. Una 
Merkel. They get around him and 
he gets around his wife with the 
assurance that this is on the level 
with the House of Winthrop, in on 
the deal. She. with misgivings, lets 
him advance the money. 

They promote the credulous Guy 
Kibbee, whose name is Winthrop, 


but who has no connection with the 
(ContinueG on page 17) 
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“Looks like a cinch winner at the box-office... Packs 
many dramatic punches and is breezed with waves of genuine 
comedy.”’ —Variety Daily 


N 
\ 
NN “Mark it up for assured box-office profits ... Rowdy, 
\\ two-fisted comedy with two big melodramatic episodes... 
\ Splendidly made and grand entertainment throughout.” 
N — Hollywood Reporter 


ee 










“Combines breezy dialog, brisk action and wild situa- 


\ tions to give an exciting wallop ... Should enthuse those 
\y who like to see plenty happening in a picture that is moving 
( every minute.” — Motion Picture Daily 


\ 


“Plenty of action and a lot of comedy... Should play 
to good box-office returns.’’ —Film Daily 


“Topnotch entertainment ... Action-crammed, with 
several hair-raising sequences ... Will be a hit with audiences 
iss all classes and will be a box-office boon to showmen.” 

— Box-Office 


Ath gg i ts 
. ‘ 


“Stirring story of the sea... Packed with thrills and 


suspense... Contains some of the most vivid marine photog- 
raphy ever brought to the screen ...It is sure-fire box-office.” 


—Showmen’'s Trade Review 
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Don’t Tell the Wife 


(Continued from page 15) 


famous banking house. They sweep 
him off his feet with specious prom- 
ises and make him the president, giv- 
ing the venture his name. Inno- 
cently enough he writes sales letters 
to his friends, and one of them 
turns his epistle over to the .post- 
office. Kibbee goes to the mine, 
finds it really is a paying proposi- 
tion, comes back, corners the stock, 
runs the price up and lets Over- 
man and Miss Merkel go back to the 
farm. Practically the same outline 
has been used dozens of times, and 
there is no suspense, but it is bris!xly 
paced, gives a smart lowdown on 
high pressure methods and has the 
advantage of crisp dialog. 


tion, formerly flew a TWA plane. 
His traits are decidedly on.the strong 
masculine side and besides looks he 
has a voice that registers well. For 
a tyro he comes through with a min- 
imum of stiffness in both posturing 
and line reading. 

Jerkily paced production poses 
Trent as the resident physician of 
a privately-endowed hospital. <A 
serious scientist and totally im- 
mersed in his quest for a serum that 
will offset the ravages of spinal 
meningitis, he is impatient with the 
niceties of procedure which he be- 
lieves have come to hamstring the 
medical profession to the detriment 
of the afflicted. 

After a couple of patients meet 
| with tragedy because of staff men’s 
unwillingness to step in on the case 





Kibbee is almost as stencil as the |°f another medico, Trent blows up 


play, but they like him ( 
gets the laughs in plenty, with Guinn 
Williams in for the low comedy. He 
is not the type a polished gang 
would carry along, but he is neces- 
sary for the spots. Overman and 
Thurston Hall team nicely as the 
head schemers, with Una Merkel in 
just enough to be effective. She 
never looked better and she points 
up her lines effectively. 

Excellent photography and nice 
settings contribute toward the gen- 
eral effect with the camera work 
really Class A. Chic. 


ELEPHANT BOY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 9. 


United Artists release of London Film- 
Alexander Ktorda production. Features 
Walter Hudd, Alan Jeayes, Sabu. Direct- 
ed by Robert Fiaherty, Zoltan Korda. 
Screen play, John Collier, Marcia de Silva, 


Akos Tolnay;: from Rudyard Kipling’s 
‘Toomai of the Elephants’; camera, Os- 
mond Borradaile. At Piccadilly, London, 
Feb. 8, "37. Running time 91 mins. 

TOOMAL ..ccccsseccccensecssecsercsscs Sabu 
His Father........eeee02.W..E. Holloway 
Petersen ..... cecssdeess ese Walter Hudd 
Muchua APppA..cccicccecssesd Alan Jeayes 
Rham Lahl...... bad tiatoadesé Bruce Gordon 
TIGER stank abs ds0sdebaass D. J. Williams 
Commissioner White 


eee eeeeeees eee . Hyde 


All children between the ages of 
nine and 90 will probably long to 
see this picture showing a handsome, 
expressive, lovable boy who adopts 
an old, massive elephant and is, in 
turn, adopted by the animal. Every 
boy who witnesses it will enjoy the 
adventure of this Indian youth, clad 
principally in a turban and an air 
of impitude. Whole thing is so dif- 
ferent, a simple picture of jungle 
life, it definitely should be class- 
ified as a picture that will draw 
anywhere in the world. 

Story is based on Rudyard Kip- 
ling’s “Toomai of the Elephants.’ 
Youth is descended from four gen- 
erations of mahouts. When his father 
is killed in a tiger hunt, the ele- 
phant he has been riding, and which 


was ridden by his father and grand- | 
father, is taken away and allocated | fe 


to another driver, despite the pro- 
tests of the boy. New mahout is 


the villain of the piece, and attempts | 
to beat the pachyderm, with the re- | 
sult he gets a few broken bones. | 


Animal is believed to have gone 
mad, and they want to shoot him. 
In the middle of the night the boy 
opens the corral and steals away 
with his elephant. They are showy 
living happily together in the jun- 


gle. 

While they are being hunted by 
the camp, they discover the where- 
abouts of a herd of wild elephants, 
which the British government had 
long been seeking, with the result 
that the boy is appointed a full 
fledged mahout—in fact a leader, to 
whom all the others pay homage. 

Direction, photography and every- 
thing else is secondary by compar!- 
son—merely essential mechanical 
accessories to the boy—a grand bet 
for future films. Jolo. 


A DOCTOR’S DIARY 


Schulberg pro- 
Helen 





Paramount release of B. P. : 
duction, Features George Bancroft. 


and he stil] | and cries malpractice. 


Burgess, John Trent. Ruth Coleman. Ra 
Hould. Directed by Charles Vidor. Story 
by Samuel Ornitz, Joseph Amthony: cam- 
cra, Harry Fischbeck, At Rialto. N. Y.. 
week Feb, 48, °37, Running time, 77 
mins, 

Dr. Clem Driscoll..........George Bancroft 


Ruth Hanlon........ 1$060002580ren 
Dr. Dan Norris..... SeSbawveascaue John Trent 
Catherine Stanwood Ruth Coleman 
Dr. Stanwood..... Waldron 
BETCMNGE MR UOIGIRR: 1 40'ne ceeds so stereos ta Hould 
Mrs. Fielding........ ceeneeas Molly Lamont 
Dr. Ludlow veeeenel Sidney Blackmer 


.Charles 


_ Though anything but forthright 
in following out its theme, ‘A Doc- 
tor’s Diarv’ packs enough drama to 
hold attention. Fans with a yen for 
hospital scenes and the exhibitions of 


should find the picture to their lik- 
ing, while the average femme will 
derive much flavor from the pres- 
ence of John Trent, newcomer to 
the screen. In the spots where 
strong action stuff is the regular fare 
‘Diary’ should have little difficulty 
meeting par. Otherwise it’s sub- 
Stantial for the doubletons. 

Pursued logically and relentlessly, 
the production’s 
scored major interest as a_ social 
document. Instead it turns aside 
before the probing gets too hot de- 
velons into a tepid critiaue of the 


Burgess 


His resigna- 
tion is forced and shortly afterwards 
an epidemic of the spinal disease 
breaks out. Anxious to get back to 
the hospital’s laboratory so that he 
can continue his experiments, Trent 
recants his former opinion of his 
| hospital associates. After that the 
film’s theme goes haywire and finds 
a specious way out with a shooting 
scene. The mother of a boy violin 
prodigy who loses control of his 
bow arm because of a delinquent 
operation brings an action for ryal- 
practice against the hospital. While 
on the witness stand Trent reneges 
on his promise to the woman that 
|} he would support her charges and, 
incensed by the betrayal, she pulls 
;a gun from a cop-witness’ holster 
!and shoots the doctor. 

Helen Burgess and Ruth Coleman 
help to dress the film with lots of 
romance. For Trent it’s a case of 
gravitating from the latter. socialite 
daughter of the hospital head and 
| his fiancee to Miss Burgess, a work- 
;aday nurse whose sentiments about 
doctor’s ethics in general run paral- 
let to Trent's. George Bancroft 
makes a likeable impression as a 
| Genmre practitioner with charitable 
| leanings, Ra Hould, as the boy vio- 
|linist, proves himself a precocious 





ney Blackmer walks capably through 
the role of a surgeon whose wealthy 
patients come first. 

| Story is studded with some finely 
een bits of human interest. Odec. 


DRUMMOND ESCAPES 


} 
| 
| 
| Paramount 
| 











production and release. Di- 
rected by James Hogan. siory, &. C€ 
(Sapper) MeNeile and Gerard Fairlie; 

screen play. Edward T., Lowe; cameraman, 
Victor Milner: sound, Gene Merritt. At 
Paramount, Bklyn, duals, week Feb. 18, 
‘37.. Running time, 67 mins. 
| Capt. Drummond.............. Ray Miland 
} Inspector Nielson....... .Sir Guy Standing 
Phyllin Clavering. ....cececse Heather Angel 
TET reer rere ...Porter Hall 
| Algy Langworth........... Reginald Denny 
 Gteteeetcaewaew baceecbeuey KE. E. Clive 
PRG Atta bee eempales 4 ...-Fay Holden 
RS Serre. Walter Kingsford 
Stiles . lath dik Wadi aoa oe Patrick Kelly 
| Constable Higgins ..Charles McNaughton 
PF ee Teer eee ere res Pee Clyde Cook 
eo: ee Pe eee ee eee Frank Elliott 





Paramount's latest in the ‘Bulldog’ 
|Drummod series is not des'ined to 
enjoy the favor of its predecessors. 
Although entertaining, film lacks the 
draw for reasons of a light cast (all 
featured and supporting players) and 
a thinner story containing nearly as 
|}much farce as melodrama. Makes 
|for a neat program picture, however, 
and might in some spots do better 
than that on its tag strength. 

Ray Miliand’s performance as the 
almost legendary Drummond is 
smooth to a degree, but might suffer 
from comparison with the more 
suave Ronald Colman. Hogan's di- 
rection and the good though light- 
weight dialog keeps Milland a pleas- 
antly fresh. romantically-minded 
youngster, which is a happy steer- 
ing. Other handling might have 
produced entirely different results. 
| Good performances’ throughout 
make for most of the entertainment. 
Story is trite but not so with the 
characterizations of players who do 











master of English diction. while Sid- | 


| 


MOONLIGHT SONATA 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 12. 


United Artists release of Pall Mall Pro- 
duction. Stars Ignace Paderewski: fea- 
tures Charles Farrell, Marie Tempest, Bar- 


bara Greene, Eric Portman. Directed bv 


Lothar Mendes. Screen play. Edward 
Knoblock; original, Hans Rameau; addi- 
tional dialog, FE. M. Delafield; camera, 
Jan Stallich. At Piecadiliy, London, Feb. 
11, °37. Running time. 90 mins. 

Paderewski.........lgnace Jan Paderewski 
mric Molander... ....ccccct Charles Farrell 
Baroness Lindenborg.......Marie Tempest 
OT AEE errr Barbara Greene 
Bement 00. TE COREE, 6.4 sac nc cas Erie Portman 
Bip aE d 6 oa avo vad es ce Graham Browne 
UES)’ 2°, 4b isle 6 0100 0.6 0.008 Queenie Leonard 
a ee eaawkh a Lawrence Hanray 
rib hice. eines eteneas Binkie Stewart 
Spree « MEOEOOT  cecccscvces ... Fisher White 
rrr ee Hk. G. Stoker 
Pes - Bryan Powley 
PGA AS pee wh cane eedpee bees Sybil Brooke 


Charming love story woven round 
the central personality of the world- 
famous pianist. Will delight music 
lovers, and should make good with 
class audiences both here and in the 
United States. 

For the highbrows there will 
probably not be enough of the 
maestro’s genius—for the lowbrows, 
there will certainly be too much. 
This is true of the immediate open- 
ing, which shows a recital in prog- 
ress, at some length. During the 
unfolding of the story Paderewski 
only plays twice, briefly: a more 
even ‘distribution would give better 
balance to the production. 

Locale is Sweden, where Charles 
Farrell, agent for a c*untry estate, 
declares his love for Ingrid, grand- 
dauchter of the Baroness, by whom 
he is employed. Girl is young and 
undecided about her feelings. Forced 


| landing by a passenger plane bound 





| ‘Moonlight Sonata’ 


for Paris brings into the household 
for temporary hosnitality three men, 
one of them Paderewski: another. 
a plausible. much-traveled gent of 
doubtful antecedents. 

Baroness is honored by the pres- 
ence of the famous musician, but, 
while extending an equal welcome, 
soon distrusts the boastful young 
man-about-town. He makes a play 
for the voung girl, who, having led 


a hermit-like existence. gets carried | 


away bv his wor'tdliness and is 
hovelessly infatuated. 

Agent. discoverine Ingrid is about 
to run off with the interloper, pleads 
with her. Then, as a last resource, 
he discloses to her grandmother that 
the man is a fortune-hunting stage 
hvpnotist, and is already married. 
She buvs him off and shows him the 
door. It is only when Ingrid sees 
him leaving without her. and is con- 
fronted by the receipt for the 
money, that she comes to her senses. 

Paderewski's plavin* of the 
(which is asso- 


| ciated with the meeting of Ingrid’s 


| ing 
| turns 
| who 


dead parents) deters her from rush- 
away in humiliation, and she 
for consolation to the man 
loves her. Presence of 
coupvle with their child at 


|} cert, where the ‘Moonlight Sonata’ is 








plenty to keep it in the background. 
|Sir Guy Standing as the inspector | 


,and Reginald Denny as Drummond's 
|}ever-ready pal are indeed assets. 
|Heather Angel essaying the plot mo- 
|} tivation and romance maintains the 
| high acting standards. 

| Usual girl in distress that has in- 
| trigued the Drummond character for 
;several years is again unfolded. 
| Now it’s an old friend of the fam- 
lily, Porter Hall. who menaces the 
| well-being of Miss Angel by‘ keep- 
| ing her imprisoned while her inheri- 
| tance evaporates. Shadowy location 
| of manor-cn-the-moors, where Drum- 
— dves his sleuthing, is exciting 


without being Diamond Dickish. 


Drummond acts entirely 


often 


| 


| 


Dlavyed by request. is the immediate 


beginning of ‘he film. events lead- 
ing up to them being shown via 
flashback. 


Charles Farrell has little to do but 
look on wistfully while his lady is 
alienated from him: Erie Portman 
fives a polished. scoundrelly per- 
formance: Barbara Greene is at- 
tractive and sincere as Ingrid: Marie 
Tempest, in her first screen role, is 
her usual delightful self. Of the 
aged maestro there can be no criti- 
cism: they wished to weave a story 
around him, and artistically and un- 
pretentiously they have succeeded. 





PARADISE EXPRESS 


of Nat Levine 

Grant Withers, 
Hoyt, Maude 

Joseph Kane. 


Republic release 
tion. Features 
Appleby, Arthur 
Directed by 


prodne- 
Dorothy 
Keburne. 
Original by 


Allan Elston and Paul Perez: scenarists, 
Jack Natteford and Betty Burbridge; cam- 
era, Jack Marta. At Strand, Bklyn., dou- 
| ble bill, week Feb, 18, '37. Running time, 
|; 60 mins 
a, ae eer re Grant Withers 
gl Ferrer ee ree Dorothy Appleby 
Trotter 6s bo 0h 440i aed see Hloyt 
Maggie Casey. Sextivees Maude Eburne 
wee. CRUMGR siesta odaces Harry Davenport 
gl eer Tee eT eee Donald Kirke 
IIUEE. on t00 6s 6bd0 es C8 Get <s eee tee Tene 
Tom Wilson....... eeevece’ ._Lew Kelly 
DLVTNS.. 6is's . ce canare 6Heseed Antiiony Pawley 
Proprietress........ ¥o0ta vin Fern Emmett 
SSC Pee rT Te re eee. John Holland 
Harmonica Player......... Bob MeClune 
* ,  SPrericrei err Tree Bruce Mitchell 
8 ge Sr ee Guy Wilkerson 
PY vchawienwapdveceadd George Cleveland 
a Peer Peer: .,Ralph MeCullough 
Title might have been a_ better 
;}one, and the cast is knowable 
}enough to help this film ride the 
double trails. On the 


without | 
emotional agony which go with them/ the aid of the police and is 


| thwarted by Inspector Standing who | 
poses as the crony of the menaces. 


| Actually Standing is cognizant of the 
| situation but does not want to rush 
matters. Drummond’s bungling fin- 
ally nets the fish and then Standing 
reveals his own intention of eventu- 
ally bagging them. 

Flip dialog between 


| 
| 
| 


Drummand 


| and Standing offers latter his chance 


thesis might have! 


which is expertly handled. 


whole a nice 
little action drama. . 
It_concerns a small railroad’s fight 
against reckless freight competition 
from a motorized service. The film 
snipes harshly at the motorized end, 
by denicting same as racket. nut- 
ting that angle somewhat offside. 
Familiar small-town elements are 
involved. The old-time railroaders 
who are forced from their jobs by 


| the road going into bankruptcy. and 
| the. old man’s niece falling for the 


Reginald | 


| Denny. as an expectant father pulled | 
|from the bedside of his frau to aid, 
supplies much of the comedy in run- | 


medical profession’s sometirfies cur- | 


ious code of ethics and tendency to 
Over-commercialization. But even 
with the heading the issue has been 
planted and a good exploitation 
angle should avail itself in 
communitics 


those | 
where a rejoinder can} 


ning gag of calling the hospital what- 
ever the surroundings. 
butler, E. E. Clive, also gives good 
account of himself. 

Aim of the film, presumably 
much comedy as meller, never fal- 
ters under director's handling. Musi- 
cal direction of Boris Morros and 


be pvronved from organized medicos. | photography of Victor Milner help. 


Trent, who carries most of the ac- 


Hurl. 


Drummond’s | 


as | 


good-looking an’ youthful receiver 
of the line, against all objections. 

For a tag and a clincher. the road 
runs a race against the trucks to 
win the farmers’ collective tonnage 
contract for hauling of their prod- 
uce. 

Destination is a town called ‘Para- 
dise.’ and _ so the title. 


There are some pretty good train 


| shots in the film, and a kick is pro- 


vided when. because of the vandal- 
ism of the motor pack, the rail- 
roaders have to utilize ice from a 


refrigerator car to water their loco- 


the | 
a con- | 





motive. The motor garg have shut 
off the usual water supply by sabo- 
taging the water tanks along the line. 

Grant Wituers is the receiver who 
wins the final 
with Dorothy Appleby for a fade- 
out, Miss Anvlety is somewhat 
brisk as a small-town girl, but does 
okay. Maude Eburne as the Irish 
restaurant *keeper adds a bit of 
humorous brogue to the proceed- 


event and clinches | 





ings, and Harry Davenport, as the | 


old-time railroad boss, carries off 
his role okay. 

Photography is okay with the set- 
ting mostly outdoor and that ought 


to please. Shan. 


FIND THE WITNESS 


Cohn 


Columbia, release of Ralph prem i= 
tion Features (‘harles Quigley, Rosalind 
Keith Directed by David Selman, Story, 
Richerd Sale; scenarists, Grace Neville 
and Fred Niblo, Jr.; camera, Virgil Millet 
At Strand, B’klyn, double bill, week Feb. 
18, °37 Running time, 55 mins 
Barry McGill. ....ssccces ..Charles Quigley 
Linda Maron Rosalind Weith 
Rudolph Mordini.......+.6. Henry Mollison 
PEIGMm CRMC. 2. cc cccds Rita La Roy 
SOVETE Dy BETIS. 6c ccceveneccce James Contin 
Charley Blair ° .. Charles Wilson 
Inspector Collins .. Wade Boteler 
Dr Rice Harry Depp 
; Oar, Gels kick Hien du aeeaee we Kdward Karle 
| CANO 6 6 cass tae etn ened eserves Alyce Ardell 


This picture is an immaturely con- 
ceived production which 
the b.o. only on the multiples” as 
secondary fare. No cast names and 


i title also doesn't fit. 


Newspaper background in the 
usual whodunit manner. Dumb re- 
| porter shows up inactive but pre- 





Magda 





| staid classics. 


| 
| 


| marry one of the lads. 


| 


| 


| who 


| daughter 


sumably experienced crime detectors 
only after two additional murders 
have tipped off to the original kill- 
ing. 

Pretty ordinary histrionics 
throughout. Rita La Roy as the girl 
with the phoney accent is just that. 
Cop stuff is negligible. Customary 
auto chase as in other whodunits and 
a couple of ordinary undersea 
*limpses make up the best part of 
the camera end. 

Nub of the obvious yarn 
the magician can commit the mur- 
der of his wife while presumably he 
is enclosed in a sealed box, under 
sea. He is doing a Houdini at a 
resort. However, the reporter 
proves that the disappearing gent 
had the help of a deep sea diver 
dragged him, box and all, to 
dry land, so he could emerge from 
the sealed box and thus commit the 
crime. Dialog is ordinary stuff. 

Shan. 


Ein Stelldichein im 


Schwarzwald 


(‘Rendezvous in Black Forest’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

Terrap roduction 
Schneider; 
and Hugo Schrader Directed by 
Jacoby; music, Walter; 
Drews At Casino, N. Y.., 

double bill. Running time 75 mins 

LOTNOX....cecccccscoccceese Magia Schnejdes 
Ce a are rere Harald Paulsen 
Peter Barke...:.. eecesecees Hueco Schrager 
Hugo Kuebleman....... eeccees Theo Lingen 
EACSIMAN BORO, .o oscceceeesed Jacob Tiedke 
ANUS, Seite BYAWs.icicccess Olga Limburg 
PERMIONN PORB icixa vieads cimes Vita Benkhoff 
Der Ortschulze....... Hugo Vischer-Koeupe 
Der Gemeinediener, (Gustav Puetter 


release, 


and 
features 


Stars 
Paulsen 
Georg 
camera, Carl 
week Feb, 10, 


(In German; No English Titles) 

‘Rendezvous in the Black Forest’ 
is a strange and misshapen mixture 
of comedy, spicy farce, music and 
wild chases. Often it droops into the 


category of inexcusably dull acting.’ 


Perhaps the vehicle was meant to 
glorify Magda Schneider. It doesn't. 
Even for the foreign language spots, 
it will be tabbed of secondary im- 
portance and acceptable only as a 
dualer. 

The unknown author probably had 
an original germ of thought; he 
wanted to contrast the way in which 
popular music is supplanting the 
He retained this idea 
plot sweeps the pretty 
into contact with two 
vouthful, modern-day composers. 
Then, recalling perhaps some distant 
American film he had seen, the au- 
thor permits his heroine to go tom- 


until his 


; Names 
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HOUSE OF SECRETS 


Chesterfield release of George R tutche 
eller production. Features Leslie Fenton, 
Muriel Evans, Noel Madison, Sidney Blacke 
mer. Directed by Roland DD. Reed. Story, 
Sidney Holer; adaptation, John W. Krofft; 
editor, Dan Milner; camera, M. A. Andere 
son. At Globe N, Y week Fib. 20, ‘37. 
Running time, 70 mins. 
og SA! 6 ee eee Leslie Fenton 
Julie Fenmore...... eoeoeees + Murie) Evans 
Dan WRiATth...cccee can vaces -Noel Madison 
SO Bias cp idas ese eee. Sidney Blackmer 
Dr, Wenmore..............Morgan Wallace 
Sir Bertram Evans...... .-Holmes Herbert 
Commissioner Cross..........lan MoeLaren 
COVOREET 6 cc cccenceedcecesed Jameson Thomas 
Jumpy és Bee 6 © & 6 6eRS doe ee ab ee eee 
BGs can cicterdasoeasouss tea dtc Sid) Saylor 
Hector Munson........... George Rosener 


A mystery without murder that 
manages to hold the attention fairly 
well, ‘House of Secrets’ is an indie- 
made that will do as well as the 
average, if not better. The cast 
are not powers at the box 


office but the players from Leslie 


| Fenton and Muriel Evans down turn 


/in nice 


| eral 


can serve | 


| doctor. 


is how | 








performances, their efforts 
combining with a suspenseful tale 
for results that will please the gen- 
trade. While most accounts 
taking the picture will be dualers, 
it might fare satisfactorily in lesser 
important houses as a solo attrac- 
tion. 

Roland D. Reed, directing ‘Secrets® 
for Batcheller, has sustained the ac- 
tion nicely for a stretch of 70 min- 
utes, using a formula that includes 
many familiar tricks of the mvstery- 
making school. John W. Krafft's 
adaptation for mystery results has 
been able all the way. but the dialog, 


while up to standard, fails to ex- 
ceed that, and there isn’t much 
comedy. 

Locale is principally an English 


castle with a mysterious backvround 
which has been inherited by an 
American, done by Leslie Fenton, 
who seems to have difficulty obtain- 
ing possession of his pronerty. A 
whose daughter is naired 
with Fenton for romantic values, is 
livine in the castle and threatens 
Fenton every time he comes around. 
At the same time, gangsters are 
nrowling around the place looking 
for hidden treasure, the sunmen be- 
ing in possession of one-hlf of a 
naner concerning it, Fenton the other 
half. Attacks, slutging, threats and 
suspicious actions figure in generous 
mesure. 

Down toward the finish, the solu- 
tion is ranid, however, and Fenton 
sets the buried treasure as well as 
the irl, nlaved pleasontly hy Mrriel 
Evans. A detective friend of Fen- 
ton’s who is trying to mnravel the 
mvstery of many mvsterions things, 
well hondled by Sidney Blackmer. 
Nocl Madison is again a ‘ ngstcr. a 
familinr assignment for him. He's 
rieht there with the part, as sual. 
The girl’s father is Morgan Walleve, 
while another who furnishes ble 
support is Holmes Herbert. Char. 


They Wanted to Marry 


nRKO-Radio production and release, Feae 


tures Betty Furness and Gordon Jones Die 
rected by Lew Landers. Produced by Zion 
Myers Screen play by Paul Yawits and 
Ethel Borden from stery by Larry Vache 
mann and Darwin L, Teilhet;: art director, 
Van Nest Polglase; costumes, Wadwerd Stev- 
enson; camera, Russell Metty. At Colonial, 
N Y., Feb, 20-21, '37, double bill. Running 
time, 60 mins, 
Biotin. SOMA 6c ed oviecs vbecdss Betty Furness 
Pi, TPO TT RT OTe Tete Gordon Jones 
Stties, the Mets. vic.cc ciccdav ccs Kk, BK. Clive 
Patsv Hunter...... «e+ +.. Patsy Lee Prrsons 
MEP, PUMtOl. 66 voc coed otoeceese Henry Wolker 
Detective,,.....ssccecess+- Frank M, Thomos 
Managing Editor......+..... Charles Wilvon 
OCLRCE.. OP. cn cccnccdtandace William Benedict 
elem FAMAUEE cc cc ccettcendes Diana Gibson 
Apparently designed to bolster 


double-feature set-up, RKO-Radio 
wisely has taken advantage of the 
situation to further the screen career 
of Gordon Jones by spotting him ina 
featured role opposite Betty Furness. 
That this was a wise move is attested 
to by the way this pair mop up, over- 


|} coming story implausibilities to reg- 


ister an entertaining 60 minutes of 


| rapidly moving farce-comedy. 


boy, remain overnight with the two | 


writers and start a harum-scarum 
chase over the countryside. All of 
which is extremely stupid to look at. 
There is not a titter in 10 minutes of 
footage, indicating that those un- 
derstanding the Teutonic tongue did 
not find the dialog or action par- 
ticularly bright. 

There is a mawkish scene at the 
finale in which the two vouthful 
composers sway the crowd gathered 
at the music publisher's anniversary. 
selling their up-to-date tunes and 
convincing papa (the song publisher ) 
that his hoydenish daughter should 
Even though 
this is far-fetched, it furnishes the 
best. music and most natural scenes 
in the play. Which is the tip-off 
on how sad the remainder is. 

Prolonged landscape shots and in- 
consequential episodes delay the ac- 
tual story at first. In some of the 


| outdoor scenes, all sound is obviously 


dubbed in. and badly done. 

Photography by Carl Drews is an 
outstanding’ feature. Magda Schnei- 
der races through much of the story 
and at times is entertaining as the 
tombov daughter. Herald Paulsen 
and Hugo Schrader, as the 
posers. are standard juvenile 
man types Remainder of 


Ger- 
cast is 


below par for foreign-language pro- 
Wear. 
- 


duction. 


Jones boy, former U. S. C. grid 
star, appears to be moulded of the 
timber designed to make femme 
hearts flutter. He has been in other 
films, but this vehicle in his first big 
break. Jones, husky enough to mix 
it with the toughest of them, yet 


| possesses enough knowledge of acting 
| techniague and personality to go con- 


com- | 


siderable distance. 
Producers have given the picture 
showy backgrounds and every ingre- 


dient to make it a worthwhile fea- 
ture. Original yarn by Larry Bach- 
mann and Darwin L. Teilhet pos- 


sessed enough meaty material for the 
skilled hands of Paul Yawitz and 
Ethe! Borden to mould it into a fas- 
cinating yarn of neweraper pnhotog- 
raphers. Stressing the difficulties 
hedging the efforts of a daily paper’s 
cameraman is not exactly new, yet 
the first-hand knowledge of Yawitz. 
N. Y. Daily Mirror, columnist, and 
oritinal twists and crisp dialog go far 
in lifting this vehicle from the rut of 
‘just another newspaner picture.’ 
Scripters have used the big society 
wedding as an artifice to bring Jim 
Tyler, crack photographer. into con- 
tact with the younger sister of the 
marrying daughter. This romance is 
kept to the fore throughout the film, 
the pretty offspring of the wealthy 
merchant going along with the 
newspaper darédevil throueh his 
kaleidoscopic adventures. Father's 
aversion to his profession forces him 


| into an advertising agency as copy 
writer, but a misunderstanding 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Los Angeles, Feb. 16. ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par), ‘74 


J First week of Lent failed to ap- moderately good. 
preciably dent the bulk of the down- Em> 
town first runs, but the Hollywood |S 
and nabe situations were not cw 
so fortunate. Bad weethss 
weekend, hy 

























. ‘Reunion’ (20th). Dicnne quins get- 
etn moveovers fared| ting the bally, but not the dough; 
“ will hit lowest takes in| $2,000, just fair. Last week, ‘White 
<United Artists and Wilshire in| Hunter’ (20th), because of Gail 
some weeks. ‘Sea Devils’ is getting | Patrick, Birmingham girl, got $2,300, 
fair returns at Pantages and RKO] moderate. 
Hillstreet, while the two dg Galax (Acme) (500; 25)—Give lj 
Warner houses are also do Your Heart’ (WB). Second wee¥y 
with ‘God's Country and t 
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‘LLOYDS NICE 


:f 





500. Last week, ‘You 
ace’ (UA), and ‘Danger- 
—oammisappointing at} _ 





is 
“OW 
here 
Gods’ (UA), grabbed $3,50U"CR 
davs. pretty: weak. pai ™ 
Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- aie. 


65)—'God’s Cormtry’ (WB) and “Twe 











Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 











“de, Good show 
=n: around 
T.ast 





»oxy— 
Love’ (GB) (20° 

Strand—Green Light < 
(2d week). 


Week of Feb. 26 





spot with best & 
Looks like $7,000, on™ 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) was best mm ww 
$10,800, 

RKO Albce (2,300; 15-25-40)—Live 
Only Once’ (UA) and ‘Mighty Treve’ 
(RKO). Just so-so; maybe S#&10 
Last week, ‘About to Die’ (RF: 
‘Join Marines’ (Rep) was 
mild combo at $6,300. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-' 































‘LLOYDS’ CLICKS 
ana | FOR H. 0. 186 


25-°9-35-40-55) — ‘Docto®s Diary’ a 


(Pa.*. Opened Saturday night at IN PHII LY 


15-25-35-40-.5 
yer’ (RKO) ¥ 
Band on stage. < 
week ‘Great Guy’ 
profit at $13,000. 













supper shqw with John Trent mak- 
ing p.a. both Saturday and Sunday; 
looks o.k., $5,000. Last week ‘Man of 
Affairs’ (G.B.), $4,000, fair. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55) — ‘On Avenue’ (20tr 
Opened ; Wednesday (10) and 
buxom $9,000 means holdover. 
week ‘Lloyds’ (UA) did better thar 
$1,000 for four days added to sglia 
two weeks. 


SONJA RESUMES PORT. | 
RUN, BIG 86 2D WK 
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Pittsburgh, Feb. 16. “q 


Old Lent bugaboo growing less’ 
and less potent every year until to-' 
~*xhibs are willing to admit that 

=, le or no effect on biz,' 
Nustrated pretty thore 
‘veek, with takes gen- 
zrade and no drop in 
sible to naked eye, 
inesday; in the past a 
_r, is no Ionger the de- 
t used to be for the film 
ey’re saying all over that, 
y is now the only Lenten! 


a Zanuck Zephyr along ’ 
» with ‘Lloyds’ and ‘On 
’ playing side by side at 
« Fulton respectively. Snow- 
da blizzard on Sunday didn't 
ther of these, and ‘Lloyds’, 
is neaaing for a new house record,’ 
with ‘Avenue’ threatening to crack! 
the Fulton’s previous mark, too.‘ 
H.«.’s certain for both of them and 
=m early yet to say, a third 

~ sneculation. 





Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-50°40)—~ 
‘Lloyds’ (20th). Cracked opening day j 
(Thursday) mark and also Saturday ; 
record, and practically a cinch to set ; 
a new house figure for straight pix’ 
on the week. Looks like $14,500 on 
opening stanza and-sticks. Managee 
ment sees a potent factor in aws54 
ing of Scripps-Howard-—< 
month mentic= 





™mewid see ~ 
“img into the till, 
Timi ash’t encountered dough like 
this since ‘My Man Godfrey’ last 
September. Holds for second stanza 
and third isn’t unlikely. Last week 
‘Men Not Geds’ (UA) and ‘Laughing 











Wise Maids’ (R 
ning slichtly } 
mate (Downto 
should be oke. 


‘Happy Go Lae 


MOTION PICTURE 
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“Wings” High 


* 
jestic, ahead of other grosses and top- 
In St. Louis ping the house par by $4,300. Next 


ng” on the screen gave |the Texas Centennizs 
dor another big week with a 
ahnw $10 00 ann 


“Lloyds” $11,300 


Providence Smash 





Provipence, Feb. 14.—‘“Lloyds of 
London” brought $11,300 to the Ma- 


in line was the Strand, where “More 
a Than a Secretary” on a dual with 
Mo. Feb. 14.—Paul |“Hopalong Cassidy” took $9,200, over 


the stage and “Wings | by $2,700. “The Great OUS 
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(RKO) ‘air $6.4 untitled play by Mk 
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“Lloyds” on Dual 


Re e% Gd a 
eocos sg New Haven Leader 


ihe soad: ane 4 New Haven, Feb. 14.—“Lloyds of 
mp wits 3.80, London” and “Woman in Distress” at 


(MEY «ne ‘O the Poli led here with the aid of spe- ment of 


yy 


woscore: dh x : 

oie be cial group rates for three high schools : 2,528. ae " 
a eT oe ge The gross was $9,300, over par by ping par by iis” and “Criminal Law 

P $2,300. ow Died. at the Hillstreet and 

Nuamper’ (MG) ~ “Black Legion” and “The Pilot = ae took $10,000 up by ng tee 
out of this ace Thickens” at the Roger Sherman — rmer ai 500, over t ” 
Tin spot and took $6,400, up by $1,700, chiefly on ~” oO a the latter. “On the yore 
plenty of «rey the stcength of a fine opening and ~ “Under Cover of Night 


mille’ (MG) : : 
pris ones a weekend The Paramount, with “A 
aie Doctor's Dairy” and “Woman in Dis- 

» nf > $3007 
tress fell to $3,709 





State. 
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“Wings” Tops 
Los Angeles’ 
Gross Pickup 


; ANGELES, ba 
she Morning” led a g¢ ral impro 


$5,778 in the 900 


: : he We z te, 
; “( vod's Country and the aa a be days at the Sta and “Man of 






Censor Revenge 
Seattle, Feb. — 
censors —_ seats by 
lia Schultz, theatre 
podem have retaliated by 
demanding private — S 
of all pictures exhi 


Itz. a 
a ty requires Ch 
seats for censors. To - 
Schultz this meant rear row. 
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“One in a Million F500 over par. 
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They Wanted to Marry 


(Continued from page 17) 
pushes him back on the _ picture- 
grabbing job and paves the way for a 
snappy climax. : ; 

Lew Landers, aided by Zion Myers, 
who is billed as producer, displavs 
considerable directorial skill. He 
steps a rapid pace at the start and 
maintains the tempo. Myers’ veteran 
comedy hand also is distinguishable 
on several occasions. Cameraing of | 
Russell Metty is of high order, except | 
for a couple of too large close-ups. 


a famous prison, where the son of 
one of the convicts is boarding. Man 
escapes and takes refuge with his 
json. Then, after being unwittingly 
{harbored by the genial, witless head- 
/master, he gets to France, where his 
|help is needed for the theft. 
Many humorous situations 


arise. 


|master innocently heips the thiet to 
|get it out of the Louvre, but follow- 
|ing a hue and cry, he is hailed as the 
'hero of the hour when it is safely 
|restored 

Certainly not a highbrow film, but 
Gordon Jones and Betty Furness locally. 
romp through the romantic portions | 
as though teamed for years. Miss} 
Furness proves as ingratiating 
ever. It is only when the Jones lad. 
in the role of Jim Tyler, is saddled 
with absurd situations and lines that 
his acting tends to become stilted. ey 

E. E. Clive gets a bigger chance 
than usual in his familiar butler part, 
and easily collects added lauszhs. 
Henry Kolker is inordinately distin- 
guished looking and acting as the 
deb’s father. Charles Wiison, again “se Soca 
cast as managing editor, contributes | ‘ee a. 
another polished performance. Sup- | G 
porting cast topned by Patsy Lee 


COURRIER SUD 


(‘Southern Carrier’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Feb. 8. 
nema release of VP 
rroduction Pierre 

features Jany Holt, Charles 
Directed by Pierre Billon See 
er Antoine Saint 
and Br 
Marignan ( 
ning time 


as 


um ¢ in 
Richard 
Varnel 
and 
Lustig 
At 
Run 


Cine 
Wilim; 


Stars 


nario 
dial Eeixupery 


ra Robert Lafevre 


Jan. 28 37 





esson ii 
‘inema, Paris 
0 mins 

rnis ..-Pierre Richard-Willm 
Herlin Charles Vanel 
nevieve sv eves , Jany Holt 
Genevieve's father Fils 


. Baron 


> 1G evieve's other ; elle o 
Parsons, Diana Gibson and Frank M.| Gcntvievers. aunt... Marnuerite Plas 
Thomas is equally fine. There are | sergeant of post....... Raymond Aimos 
several unbilled actors, especially the | Hubert. -Alexandre Rignault 


Radio operator. Roger Legris 


one cast as'the advertising executive, 
who stand out in virtually bit por- | 
travals. | This film falls short of what it is 

Picture has a wealth of exploita- | ostensibly created to reach. As 
tion possibilities, which the. produ-| propaganda for the French commer- 


cers have elaborately explained. so | cial air lines running from Paris to 

that this should attract more than Dakar, Africa, it has a certain value, 

usual attention in duo locations. but it possesses too many weak spots 

Wear. | to make first-class entertainment. 

sccitaansccensalaiaan | Story lacks continuity and wears 

; almost to threadbareness at places 

GLEISDREICK | when _incidents are obviously cre-| 

| ated for the sole purpose of being 

(GERMAN MADE) | filmed. Perfectly legitimate in | 

Berlin, Feb. 9. | France, but doubtful in more puri- | 

Ufa production and release Features | tanical countries, story hinges on a 

Cantey  Frocniees Ane etiaimie Rte, (uoee affair between a pilot in the! 

ainsi ther, Sai E. Vaulos. and | African service and the wife of an- 

Stemmle; music Hans-Otto Borgmann; | Other man. Bad taste is shown in 

camera, Karl Puth, At Ufa-am-Zoo, Ber- | the naming of the husband, for in 

> aa Gustav Froehlich | the picture he is a Polish ambassa- | 
Gerda Volkmann........ Heli Finkenzeller | Gor. 

Max Volkmann............ Paul Hoffmann | Pierre Richard-Willm as the pilot 

Scheffler ..........- -..Otto Wernicke | js not nearly as convincing as he 

Mra. Scheffler...... .. Toni von Bueovics . pre. : » P aiid » | 

S ntte MRM occu. ide Hilde Sessak | Might be; seemingly badly cast for 

Fritz Buchholz............. Fritz Genschow | his role. Jany Holt as the child- 

Hobby ....+-+se0-e- Albert Hoermann | hood friend of Richard-Willm and 

GORERS, 054 ksn« 3055 Eduard Wenek | wife of the Ambassador, handles a 

Ee a | difficult part commendably. while | 

(In German) | Charles Vanel as a hard-boiled am- 

Subway as the setting for under- | passador was never better. 
world manoeuvres offsets somewhat} Raymond Aimos as the com- 
banal gab, a not exactly brilliant! mander of the desert post turns in| 


cast and incompetent photography. | g 
Long arm of coincidence reaching 


realistic oerformance, as does 


out so far that the heroine is snatched | who savs the wrong thing at the 
not once, but twice, from the en- | wrong time. 
gine’s jaws, is a bit tough to take.| Richard-Willm persuades one of 
Subway guard Hans Scheffier’s | his comrade pilots to return from 
first snatch saves Gerda, cloak and | vacation so he can come to France 
suit model but a good girl, from | to see Jany Holt. Vanel, more in- 
suicide. Her brother is doing time. | terested in shooting than both his 
but Hans announces an _ intended | wife and affairs. is ordered back to 
hook-un with Gerda. Dad nearly | Warsaw while Richard-Willm is 
kicks the bucket, but instead socks | there. Latter persuades the erring 
Hans in the jaw. Gerda hoping to/| wife to run away with him. No 
patch things up. calls on the old! sooner are they installed in a Paris 
folks. Alone when the door-bell| fat than Richard-Willm has to re- 


rings, she answers and is confronted 
by her brother Max, who released 
and getting wind of her engagement, 
has come to touch the future in-laws. 
Skirmish follows, Max. spying a wal- 
let. grabs it and bolts. 

Hans, getting the story from 
Gerda, is half-crazy. Money bélongs 
to a club of which he is treasurer. 
Tracking down Max, the latter 
promises the funds in exchange for 
a certain key which Hans has ac- 
cess to. Swap is made. Gerda, 
knowing that a door from the under- 
ground passage leads to a bank, fears 
the worst. She rushes into the 
depths of the tunnel in pursuit of 
her brother. Hans put the cops wise 
and goes scouting on his own. Com- 
ing upon Max and his two pals, he’s | 
given a k.o. Police arrive in the | 
nick of time and Hans comes to iust 
as Gerda is about to be threshed 
down by an oncoming’ express. 
Rescue No. 2. 

Homey bits. supposed to be cross- 
sections of Berlin’s middle class, fall 


| turn to search for the man who re- 
lieved him, who is lost in the 
ert. 
a desert outpost, but is killed in an 
attack made by the natives. 


back and returns to Poland. 

Some striking air desert shots are 
recorded, while the tribesmen who 
attack the desert post provide one 
of the most realistic parts of the pic. 
Bad lighting effects are frequent in 
the interiors. 

Scissors were wielded in knowing 
fashion, especially in the flight 
scenes, where French cutters are 
usuallv inclined to be lax. In all it’s 
an entertainment that may do well 
here, but is otherwise doubtful. 

Hugo. 





Tisztelet a Kivetelnek 


(‘Exception to the Rule’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


flat. Juveniles being at such a pre- Budapest, Feb. 4. 
mium here, Gustav Froehlich con- Kino production and release. Directed 
tinues to get bv Paul Hoffman as | »Y Akos Varkonyi; adaptation, Paul \ ari, | 
th , k ill db th d pa from play by Elemer Boros: music, George 

. by Bighorn rotner oes som Fejer Features Klara Tolmnay, Martin 
convincing work. Local setting will | Ratkay, Imre Raday, Kalman Rozsahegyi, 
make it of interest to Berlin, but | Mariska Vizvari. 





otherwise it won't go far, 


GOOD MORNING BOYS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 10. 


Caumont-British-Gainsborough production 
and release. Stars Will Hay. Directed by 


(In Hungarian) 

Rather charming play, which had 
the sentimental 
elements of a good screen story, has 
been turned into a disgracefully bad 


which sadly misses its mark. 











Marcel Varnel. Original, Anthony Kim- Story concerns a wealthy young 
pee: screen play and dialog, Val Guest. | manufacturer who holds the convic- | 
eslie Arliss, Marriott Edgar; camera, Ar- | tion that all girls are to be had for | 
thuh Crabtree. At Phoenix, London, Run- | : lm ; 
ning time, 78 mins. the asking—they’re all alike. and} 
pe Benjamin ‘Iwist.............. Will Hay |none can resist the charms of his | 
Col Wirt ++ ee ,., Martits Hunt | week-end house by the river and a| 
Albert... ae epee le Graham. Meftatt | Motor-boat trip. When at last he | 
SOW SOG s ecsaved. veetes Gewlass Llewellyn | finds Vera, who is the exception to | 
Cie Cee Cee eee seb ees oe ge a rod the rule, and gets a bad seare be- | 
Minister of Hducation....C. Denier Warren | cause he thinks she is drowned 
SOOM sae shea 4esavenbieceess Lilli Palmer | through his fault—cynic is converted 
and is happy to be accepted as a 
Good vehicle for the scholastic | suitor. 


|Pictures gets stolen, and the school- | 





surefire entertainment for the masses | 





| follow 
' 
| predecessor, ‘Ace Drummond 


| 1S 


| Washburn 


| and 


Baron Fils as a muddling old man |} 


des- 
He finds his friend and reaches | 


Vanel, | give an extra shove to tl! 
taking advantage of the opvortune|comedy about actors on, off and 
death of his wife’s lover, takes her | backstage. 





| jealousy. 


and the humorous | 





script and, accordingly, into a picture | 





vaudeville comedian, Will Hay, with 
many ludicrous situations, witty 
dialog and sufficient background in 
the way of plot. Good chance of 
registering locally, but the other side 
of the Atlantic, not appreciating the 
severe discipline of boys’ colleges 
here, may not appreciate the bur- 
lesque. 

Opening with a plot in Paris to 
Steal the Mona Lisa from the Louvre, 
action is switched to a school near 





Complications are inane and arti- 
ficial, whole makeup is childish and 
in questionable taste. One feels 
sorry for a handful of good actors 
who don’t know what to do with the 
futile and unreal parts they are 
given. There are some redeeming 
moments, but few and far between. 
Klari Tolnay has charm and is 
pretty, but one cannot judge her 
work from this weak picture. 

Jacobi. 





JUNGLE JIM 


Universal release of Henry MceRae-Ben 


Koenig serial production. Features Grant 
Withers, Betty Jane Rhodes, Raymond 
Hatton, Paul Sutton, Uryant Washburn, 
Evelyn. Brent, Frank McGlynn, J: Di- 
rected by Ford Beebe and Cliff Smith 
Based on the King Features Syndicate 
; Strip by Alex Raymond; screen play, 
Wyndham Gittens. Norman S. Hall. Way 
Trampe; camera, Jerry Ash. At Liberty, 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Meee... BAN s 60 60 6408 6s 085 Grant Withers 
. SA Ae \S.......Betty Jane Rhodes 
Malay Mike.... Raymond Hatton 
Shanghai Lil. .. Evelyn Brent 
CRE -Adaaese behs cus iae as Henry Brandon 
Redmond ..... Bryant Washburn 
SCONE te EE occ s cv aseneacces Claude King 
ee Ee re Selmer Jackson 
OY ee re ; - ...-Al Bridge 
SS. | aver ...Paul Sutton 


A 12-weeker, ‘Jungle Jim’ is a 


on the successful comic strip 
Raids 
the mate- 
rial and subject matter have worked 
better for the salesmen 
than their other stuff, and since the 
prevailing week-to-week 
them is the adolescent 
has the right approach. Great tieup 
possibilities with papers using the 
strip, especially those sheets which 


on serialized comics for 


out serial 


trade for 
patron, it 


| own radio stations and make an in- 
| stitutional buildup practice of reading 


the comics air each 
morning. 

Grant Withers, whose previous se- 
rial was ‘Fighting Marines’ and one 
of the worst in a long series of short 
crop, is cast in the title role. Betty 
Jane Rhodes, with shapely gams 
afly, the lion goddess, and Ray- 
mond Hatton, bearded and funny, 
Jim's partner. Henry Brandon 
and Evelyn Brent lean to the hiss 


by Sunday 


is 


| side heavily. 


Story follows attempt by 
to have orphaned 
Rhodes knocked off in 
jungle so he can go back to the 
states and collect her inheritance. 
Withers and Hatton help the girl. 


Bryant 
Betty 
Jane 


Rhodes girl got her start via radio. | 


She’s been guested on Camel, Shell 
and Lucky 
Efforts to shape a comeback 
Evelyn Brent are still just 
mied by this bit as before. For the 
serial crew, ‘Jim’ will be found a 
satisfier. The words ‘Cobra,’ ‘Lion’ 
‘doom’ each get in two 
ter titles, which are suggestive 
enough for the thrill seeker. Barn. 


for 
as sty- 


Ein Maedel Vom Ballett 


(‘A Girl from the Chorus’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Berlin, Feb. 12. 


Ufa release of Ondra-Lamac production 
Stars Anny Ondra; features Viktor Atal 
Diree*#d by Karl Lamas Sereen = play 
Charles Amberg Wolfgang Neumeister 
music, Paul Huehn, Paul Lincke. Walter 
Kollo; dances arranged by Georges’ Blan- 
valet At Ufa Friedrichstrasse Ruoning 
time, 8&3 mins 
Henriette Lange Annv Ondra 
Faane Reuter ....ds6isevsec Viktor Stal 
Liesbeth Grimme...ecccece.s Ursula Grable 
Vera SPhrevvogel......e..e. Erika Koerner 
FOG DOtUMANR. . ci csceccens Rudolf Platte 
Max pees ossvsevecisss FeODert Doraty 
Berthold Lange...tHans Hermann Schaufuss 
‘The Turkeys . : .... Egon Brosig 

(In German) 

Anny Ondra, popular star, will 

perky 


In spite of dated gags 
and a lovelorn heroine who has a 
change of heart long before it’s psy- 


chologically possible, this pic is a 
good European average. Amusing 
situations, old but tuneful ditties, | 


graceful wardrobe and Miss Ondra, | 


with her unsophisticated way of 
touching the grotesaue lightly, give 
this pic the wherewithal for 
healthy b.o. 

Berlin at the century’s turn. Stage- 
struck Henriette Lange is ambitious 
to do more in the theatre than just 
bring suppver to her’ prompter 
grandpa. By the 50th performance 
she knows every part and sten by 
heart and persuades her friend Lies- 
beth, chorus girl, to let her substi- 
tute. 
and everybody believes it to be the 
w.k. family taint. stagefright. Hen- 
riette is yanked off: the stage. 

But it was onlv her first attack of 
For in trying to patch 
things up between Liesbeth and her 
boy friend, the good-looking lead, 
Henriette herself has fallen for him 
and is struck with jealousy when 


ishe sees the show’s star flirting with | 


him. Henriette’s revenge makes a 
sock finish. 

Bad spot of photography hits Vik- 
tor Staal to considerable disadvan- 
tage. Primitive airplane supplies 
considerablé humor. 


PRISONERS 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 





Amkino release of Mosfilm production 
Directed by Evgeny Cherviakoy Adantna- 
tion, N. F. Pogodin, from his own play, 
‘Aristocrats’; musical score, U. A. Shaporin. 
At Came, N.- Y., week Feb. 18, '37. Run- 
ning time, 92 mins. 

Official of G. P. Uessces.> ..A. T. Chaban 
COORG «occ ccccescescéocs B. G. Dobronraveyv 
PTT Terr 6cevceceedae Be AMaHROCY 
See oscesese werree: we Mes F 
Engineer Sadovsky...........B. P. Tamarin 
Engineer Botkin..... eee .G. M. Michurin 
Rs 6006660 0 eaes dar pvasecees P. A. Olenev | 
F  ”  SEPETTTL LIT LT K. G. Nazarenko 
Sonia TUTTITTTT CL Ley er V. dD. YVanukova 
Marcsrita Ivanovna.,..N. M. Ermakovitch 
Sadov "i's Mother.........M. M. Goricheva 


—. 


(In Russian, With English Titles) 


Russian films have been slipping in; Inexcusably 


the past two years. 
experimentation, with insufficient 
care taken abroad about the quality 


the | 


}and cut more intelligently it 


Strike programs lately. | 


chap- | 


| Ve-y personable, 


Henriette breaks up the show | oa the service. 





| of films exported. They’re trying, in 


Russia, to evolve new films with 
greater b.o. appeal on a_ universal 
seale. That’s commendabie; but in 


|so doing they’re stepping backwards, 


because they’re neglecting the thing 
wherein Russia has always stood at 
the head of the parade—photography 
and montage. These last few films 
that have come over trom Russia are 
not only dull scenarically to non- 
believers, but are distinctly inferior 
from a technical standpoint. 


Siory of ‘Priscners’ is not too bad; | 


if the technical habiliments of the 
film were satisfactory, picture might 
be in the upper ranks of Russian 
films. That's something, 
stories nave been the weakness in the 
past. 

Taken from a pop Russe play and 
with a hotcha foreword by Maxim 
Gorky. ‘Prisoners’ deals with the ref- 
ormation of criminals in Russia 
Some of it is too hokey and phoney 
for anybody’s acceptance, but a great 
deal of it is genuine and stirring. As 
is frequently true in Russe films, 
painful attention to detail in subsidi- 
ary characters is striking, making 
each almost a living commentary. 

But there’s a sense of humor lack- 


ing. Some funny scenes and a couple 
of real lauvhs: that isn’t the argu- 
ment. Maybe it should be called a 


sense of proportion. What it comes 
dov-n to is that the producers, with a 
serious face. want the audience to 
believe that all these bold, bad, 
wicked criminals took one good taste 
of communism, and voila—the mil- 
lennium. Which is, of course, the 
nuts There must have been at least 
one whe eouldn’t be rehabilitated 
And were one such character includ- 
ed, the entire thesis might be easier 


acceptable. 

However, there is a distinct at- 
tempt for a story and continuity 
strain along logical lines (outside of 


the doctrine hoopla, of course), and 
were it photographed more smoothly 
would 
have been okay. Kauf. 


Samvetsomma Adolf 


(‘Adolf’s Military Adventures’) 
(SWEDISH MALE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Renard release of Svensk 
nrotuction. Features Adolf Jahr 
by Sigurd Wallen Book by Weyler 
brand and T. Lundquist by 
Winters, Henry Corson, Hanns Bingang 
ith Cinema, N Y., week Feb, 20, 
Running time, Sl mins 
Ado'f Bere 
Serret. Goranson 


Majer Wern 


Talfilm 
Directed 
Hilite 
Fred 

\t 
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Fred O, 


Sones 
St 
Adolf Jat 


Weyler Hildebrand 
Hugo Bjorne 


SIUM. WP. ,cccdcscceness Karin Albihn 
Maria nétweb estado’ Elsa Carlsson 
Lie it, Petterson.,.,.. ... Torsten Winge 
Ree, 4s seekb aes seesasee Nils Erickson 
Anton .. Stig Jarre) 


(In Swedish, With English Titles) 


Farce comedy, with couple of songs | 


slipped in for added buoyancy, is 
swell entertainment and looks like 
sure-fire for the northwest and Pa- 
northwest where 
of Scandinavian’ extraction 
abound. Film already put in 
thre weeks’ run in Chicago, a long 
stand for a Swedish talker. 

Pie is unduly long for the light, 
am ising story it tells. At least 10 
could have been profitably 
but, like so many foreign 


cifie regions, 
sons 


has 


minutes 
clipped, 


flickers, this one makes frequent mis- | 


takes in explaining the obvious. Im- 
peding the natural flow and speed of 
piece in that manner does the comedy 
no good. 

Adolf Jahr, in the lead, 
film its fine rating single 
albeit 
inclined to 


gives the 
handedly. 
not good 
stoutness, 


looking, and 


; he has an excellent comedy sense. 
| That, 


coupled with rich’ baritone 
voice and jaunty manner, enables 
him to carry the story and songs 
effortlessly. 


Jahr plays a provincial barnstorm- | 


ing actor who is grabbed for a 
stretch of compulsory military train- 
ing after he has for some time evad- 


a new comic opera in the 
Hauled off to training camp, 


in 


out of duty. Meets the major’s 
daughter, also a light opera warbler, 
and that supplies the romance. 

The actor gets into many amusing 
difficulties, chiefly with superior of- 
ficers and especially with a pride- 
puffed sergeant. Some misunder- 
standings with his girl also sprinkled 
in to bolster the storv. Matters finally 
solved in usual all-around happy 
way, with actor getting release from 
the military to do the comic opera, 
in which the girl plays opposite. 
gets her, too. 

Backing up Jahr. cast is uniformly 


| o.k., and Weyler Hildebrand is very 
| good 


as the sergeant. Hildebrand 
collaborated on the scripting of story, 
which may somewhat account for the 
juicy, if unpopular, .role he plays. 


{Karin Albihn as the girl is a bit 
buxom for a lead, according to Amer- 
ican standards, but o.k. through 


Swedish eyes. 

Among the several songs there is 
one, ‘Love and Manheuvers,’ used 
thematically through several 
prises, that Yankee publishers could 
well look into. 
too familiar air, it could do nicely in 
the U.S 

Camera work good, direction ditto. 
incorrect snelling—fre- 


It’s a matter of | quently occurring in the English sub- 
The print caught was 
Bert. 


titling mars: 
clear. 


because | 


per- 


He is commandeered | 
| just at a time he has offer for leading 

| role 
| capital. 
|actor attempts all the tricks to get 


He 


re- | 


An excellent and not | 


19 


VARIETY 


a mr 
7 
Headin’ For The 
. 
Rio Grande 
(WITH SONGS) 

Grand National release of Edward Fine 
ney production Stars Tex Ritter eae 
tures Kleanore Stewart, Svd Saylor, Warner 
Richmond William Desmond, Snub Pole 
lard Directed by Robert N bradbury, 
Originai story ind screen play Lindsley 
Parsons and Robert Emmett: supervieor, 
Parsons. Songs by Tex Ritt Jack Smith, 
Stanley Davis At Kiva, Lincotn Neb., 

;} dual bill, week of Feb, 11 of. Running 
time, G1 mins, ‘ 
rex EUs ha. be Pre Tex Ritter 
Laura,..... eateceseseeoeess- Mleanore Stewart 
See sc Agta bbe hd has v.60 bd ‘ Sid Saslor 
CRATES Ces sce os Bee des ens Warner Richmond 
Tick , nls as ‘ Charles King 
Rand ‘ Earl Dwire 
Saunders éUaees Forrest Tavlos 
Mac William Desmond 
‘o Ha Charles French 
‘ és’ Snub Pollard 
nit . Budd Buster 
( ud Osborne 


Tex Ritter is the hope currently of 
Eddie Alperson’s Grand National 
crowd to capture tie western fan- 
dom He’s the Gene Auiry type, 
corn and all. He’s a double-threater. 
not in the old western fashion which 
meant he could shoot and fight. but 
in the new scheme which calls for a 


man’s man not only to be able to sing 
yippee-yaa tunes, but write ‘em as 
well. 

Press stuff on this new cowboy 


addition to the celluloid mellers says 
he was formerly with NBC and CBS 
in the east. as well as bit player on 
New York stages and dust-biter at 
annual rodeos in: the Garden. Used 
to lecture on cowboy balladry: too. 
His authorship is tied in with Jack 
Smith and Stanley Davis. Of the four 
tunes they got off, only ‘Headin’ for 
the Rio Grande’ shows any catch, 
Others, ‘Campfire Love Song,’ ‘Jail- 
house Lament’ and ‘Night Herding 
Song,’ were slack stuff. 

Ritter is cast as’ a two-gunner in 
partnership with Syd Saylor, who 
snaps at his few comedy opportun- 


ities and does oke, and sets out to 
clear up a protectionist gang along 
| the Rio Grande, Fall in with 
| Eleanore Stewart and her father, 
|Charles French, just in time to do 
|a world of good. : 

| Warner’ Richmond?” Earl Dwire 
| 


and Forrest Taylor take most of the 
heavy lines: Richmond is right in 
his stride, with Dwire close behind. 
Snub Pollard, old-time comedy 
king, is on for three flashes of the 
camera lens, and then gets shot to 
|get him out altogether. A sad nart 
for what was once a very funny little 
guy. William Desmond, another vet, 
was on and off as quick as that. 
Case of the featured names getting 
no verformance break at all. 


Story is all right and Ritter can 
do it if Autry can—and Autrv seems 
| to have done it. Barn. 

(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Vienna, Feb. 10. 

Cieza von tolvary production Stars 
Zara Leander, Attila Hoerbiger Theo 
| Linwen, Maria Bard. Directed by producer, 
| Music, Fenyes Szaboles, Denes von Buday: 
choreography Floyd duo Pont At Busch 
kino 
| (Cast including Karl Martell, Karl 
(Guenther, Walter Steinbeck, Hely 

taschka Johanna Terwin, Ferdinand 


Meierhofer 
(In German) 

Swedish star, Zarah Leander, who 
appeared in Vienna for more than 
five months in Ralph Benatzki’s 
operetta, ‘Axel an der Himmelstuer,’ 
carries this picture to a full success. 

Plot of the story is taken from 
| stagedoors and behind the curtains. 
Outstanding is the work of an 
American, Floyd du Pont, as dance 
stager. Applause in the midst of a 
picture is something very rare in 
Austria, but it happened during du 
Pont sequences. 

Music by Fenyes Szaboles, a new 
man from Hungary, together with 
Denes von Buday, house comvnoser 
for Austrian companies, is rhvthmic. 

Maass. 


ARIZONA MAHONEY 


of A M, 
Joe Cook, 
Martel, 


Gateson, 


Paramount release 
production Stars 

Larry Crabbe, June 
mings, Marjorie 
Directed by James Hogan. Screen play, 
Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony: sug. 
gested by Zane Grey novel; camera, George 


totsford 
Features 
Robert Cum- 
Join Millan. 


Clemens; art, Hans Dreier and Robert 
Odell; editor, James Smith, At Liberty, 
lincoln, Neb., week Feb. 14, ‘37 dual bill, 
Running time. 61 minutes, 
Mahoney CCE CoE FECES Joe Cook 
a | ee Robert Cummings 
| BR BOG cc vavuveteceéesnectial June Martel 
| Talbott, ecccccsseoeees Lmrry Crabbe 
| Safrony........seee0ee0.-Marjorie Gateson 
ge”. eer ere eeteovtevrecadl John Millan 
PUY + hee cedeeds Terrery, ...Dave Chasen 
BONY . 6 0b0666 0000 bb00006s.0 6% Irving Bacon 
OTHE oc we 0s oc edeedtindéede ows Richard Carle 
betedseees bd baud 00605 4048.040% Billie Lee 
PU ane 660 os dwkeo 608608 -Fred Kobler, Sr. 


Whatever it was Paramount. tried 
to do with Joe Cook in his latest pic- 
ture venture, they didn’t do a very 
good job of it. Joe, working over- 
|time on his gags and gadgets, just 
|couldn’t bootstrap himself out of an 
inferior piece. Film tries to be both 
a serious western-and a smooth com- 
edy, which is a problem for anybody 
to scratch head about. 

Suggestion was from Zane Grey’s 
| story “Svairs “of Sand,’ and Grey is 
rating billing comparable to Cook. 
; Cook is a circus man; in fact, even 
with its two other members of the 
animal kingdom, a goose and an ele- 
phant, it’s almost a one-man show, 
Robert Cummings is his partner at 
first in the venture, but only until 

(Continued on page 27) 





— 


es fates Se 


ca 


Sar + 
oan pnts 


<> 
ae 


SW: 


eae 
aoe 2 


Sf Epa a a ne SS 


ae 


-? 


one 


Ps ie ees aS 


c 


reezg 


Peer io * 


a i gO 


eGR ween tn apatinneen ee 


on 


> 


OER] wo ot 





mantener 


renee a EY 


m sas ITF IO . 
OEE Ne ay 








ERC FS) 


eee ORR chs AOE ES gy), cgneen poe 


~*~ 


ae 


or 


» RP Re rs 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, February 24, 1937 








i ge 











“ 


Everybody from coast to coast is singing 
and whistling these Gordon and Revel 
Hit Tunes: “May | Have the Next Ro- 
mance With You"..."Head Over Heels 
in Love” ... “There's That Look in Your 
Eyes Again"... Don't Give a Good Gosh 
Darn” . . ..“Lookin’ Around Corners For 
You”...""Through the Courtesy of Love”, 


ao 


oer ie 


Soar RD 4a &@ x 


MATHER 


es se «PP eect Brees o% Canada Distributors, 


Managers—Cashiers—Ushers— 
Doormen—and even the Press Agent 
—were shoved Head Over Heels— 
and loved it—by the crowds push- 
ing their way in to see the lovely 


Jessie 


MATTHEWs 


In her newest and hest dance-sing musical 


HEAD OVER 
HEELS in LOVE 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Production failed to increase last week due to the usual curtailment pre- 
ceding March 1 when the State personal tax is levied on all unfinished 
negative on hand within the state, 
Only six new features were placed before the cameras last week while 
an equal number were previewed and nine others were shipped east with- 








out a local preview. 


All companies are planning a heavy production during the month of 


March, with 40 of the 78 stories now in final preparation set to go before 
the cameras during that period. 





Columbia 


Three in work, 6 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 


‘THE DEVIL IS DRIVING,’ reported Variety, Feb. 10: ‘VENUS MAKES 
TROUBLE’ and ‘HONEYMOON PILOT,’ reported Feb. 17. 


Readied to start: ‘RIGHT GUY’ and ‘LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN.’ 





Grand etleael 











One in work, four editing, 10 preparing. Started last week: 

‘GOLD,’ produced by George Hirliman, Louis Gasnier directing, original 
story by Howard Higgin, screen play by David Levy. Cast: Conrad Nagel, | 
Eleano: Hunt, Fuzzy Knight, Frank Milan, Charles Delaney, Karl Hackett, 
Warner Richmond, Albert J. Smith, Ed LeSaint, W. L. Thorne, Paul Weigel, 
Fred Malatesta. 

Story backgrounded against Mexican gold mine which is used as a base 
by gold smugglers into U. S. Department of Justice sleuth and his fem 
assistant, dressed as Mexican maid, break up the gang with spying and 
gunplay. 

Readied to start: ‘BROADWAY CHISELERS,’ ‘HITTIN’ THE TRAIL,’ | 
‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ and ‘SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY.’ 


egprnaenenapsannien 


Metro 


Six in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS 
COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘PARNELL,’ reported Nov. 18: ‘SONG 
OF THE CITY’ and ‘1’ STAND ACCUSED,’ formerly ‘SKIDDING,’ re- 
ported Feb. 10; ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ reported Feb. 17. No new pictures 
started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 


1937,’ ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘THE 
FOUNDRY,’ and ‘FIREFLY.’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Paramount 





Seven in work, 7 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 


‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ reported Variety, Dec. 30; ‘HIGH, WIDE AND 
HANDSOME,’ reported Jan. 13; ‘THE YEARS ARE SO LONG,’ revorted 
Jan. 20: ‘THE GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD’ and ‘I MET HIM IN 
PARIS,’ reported Feb. 3. 


‘HILLS OF OLD WYOMING,’ produced by Harry Sherman, directed by 
Nate Watt, story by Clarence E. Mulford, screen play by Maurice Geraghty. 
Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Stephen Morris, Ear] 
Hodgins, Steve Clemente, Chief Big Tree, Clara Kimball Young, Gail 
Sheridan, John Beach, John Chesboro, Paul Gustine, Leo MacMahon, John 
Powers. 

Story: William Boyd and couple of pals operate newly purchased Bar 
Three ranch adjoining Indian reservation. Suspicion of cattle rustling 
traced to one of the Indian agents, and in proving that he is the guilty 
one, Indians come to the front to stick up for the agent. This results in 
warfare between the reds and ranchers. 


‘TURN OFF THE MOON,’ produced by Fanchon, directed by Lewis 
Seiler. No writing credits. Cast: Charles Ruggles, Eleanore Whitney, 
Johnny Downs, Ben Blue, Mary Carlisle, Jean Dixon, Phil Harris orchestra. 


Story is light musical comedy romance backgrounded against model 
honeymoon cottage on demonstration at department store. Downs and 
Eleanore Whitney are demonstrators. Her dancing attracts talent scout 
and she is given a tryout in musical production. Girl rises to fame with 
Downs left behind demonstrating the cottage. Couple eventually reunited. 
This is Fanchon’s first production for the screen. 


‘KING OF THE GAMBLERS,’ produced by general office, directed by 
Robert Florey from original by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur. Cast: 
Lloyd Nolan, Claire Trevor. Akim Tamiroff, Harvey Stevens, Helen Burgess. 
Porter Hall, Cecil Cunningham, Larry Crabbe, Ruth Coleman, Colin Tap- 
ley, Terry Ray, Lee Bowman. 

Story backgrounded against the world war, post-war period and the night 
life of Paris and New York. Nolan is ex-newspaperman jilted by girl 
whom he follows to Paris. He joins the army finally when she refuses his 
proposal. Following his discharge, he returns to New York and falls in 
love with a night club entertainer, who helps him solve crimes after he 
had returned to his newspaper profession. 

Readied to start: ‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ ‘EXCLUSIVE,’ and ‘YOU AND 
ME.’ 











Started last week: | 











PRODUCTION TABLE 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 scason.) 
Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- |) 
companies, promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA a ae 50 19 3 5 23 4 
Larry Darmour.... 8 2 1 5 1 
 . Se reee 48 14 6 7 21 9 
Hal Roach..... ae 4 2 2 1 
PARAMOUNT ....... 18 23 4 5 16 5 
B. P. Schulberg..... 8 2 1 1 4 1 
Emanuel Cohen..... . 8 3 1 1 3 1 
Harry Sherman...... 6 2 1 3 1 
Frank Lioyd........... 1 1 4 
RKO RADIO.......... 30 7 5 9 18 7 
David Loew...... $eees 2 1 1 i 
George Hirliman...... 6 2 es 4 1 
ee ae 3 1 sos 2 1 
BE, ccs cccccccves 56 10 3 7 36 4 
fs We TEBOROE. cic ice . = 3 1 12 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 3 42 7 7 7 7 
Sol Lesser......... ee 6 2 oe 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 1 4 2 
Walt.r Wanger........ 7 2 5 2 
Selznick ..... ere 5 2 3 4 
E. Bergner....... Snes 1 . | 
ae eee 2 2 
Korda London......... 6 6 | 
UNIVERSAL .........<. 14 3 3 7 71 7 
Buck Jones....... & 1 1 6 1 
_ il ata 60 44 3 16 3over 8 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 14 14 1 4 25 16 
Co, ee eee 556 213 39 75 234 78 











RKO-Radio 


Five in work, 10 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘THE TOAST,OF NEW YORK,’ reported as ‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘THE 
WOMAN I LOVE,’ reported as ‘ESCADRILLE,’ in Variety, Dec. 23; ‘STEP- 
PING TOES,’ reported Jan. 6; ‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT,’ reported 





Feb. 3, and ‘TOO MANY WIVES,’ reported as ‘SATISFACTION GUARAN- | 


TEED,’ Feb. 10. No new pictures started last week: 

Readied to start: ‘BORROWED TIME,’ ‘EASY GOING,’ ‘MISSUS AMER- 
ICA,’ ‘NEW FACES OF 1937,’ ‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ ‘YOU CAN’T 
BEAT LOVE,’ ‘RADIO CITY REVELS,’ and ‘GUNGA DIN.’ 


Republic 


Three in work, 8 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 

‘JIM HANVEY, DETECTIVE,’ and ‘GIT ALONG, LITTLE DOGIE,’ re- 
ported Variety, Feb. 10; ‘THE HIT PARADE,’ reported Feb. 17. No new 
pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘NAVY BLUES,’ ‘RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS,’ ‘EVER 
SINCE ADAM,’ and ‘LEGION OF THE LOST.’ 


20th-Fox 


Seven in work, 7 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SLAVE SHIP,’ reported Variety, Dec. 30: ‘WAKE UP AND LIVE,’ ‘CAFE 
METROPOLE’ and ‘WEE WILLIE WINKIE,’ reported Jan. 27; ‘MIDNIGHT 
TAXI,’ reported Feb. 3; ‘THINK FAST, MR. MOTO,’ reported Feb. 17. 
Started last week: 

‘THIS IS MY AFFAIR,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan, directed by 
William A. Seiter, screen play by Gene Markey and William Conselman. 
Cast: Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck, Victor McLaglen, Brian 
levy, John Carradine, Douglas Fowley, Willard Roberts, Tyler Brooke, 
Alan Dinehart, Sidney Blackmer, Frank Conroy, DeWitt Jennings, Robert 
Mc Wade. 

Story takes place during President McKinley’s regime, Banks are be- 
ing robbed throughout the country by organized band. McKinley takes 
the situation in hand by having a smart lieutenant in the Navy dishonor- 
ably discharged. Known only to the president and the naval officer, the 
latter joins up with the bandit ring and in collecting evidence is caught 
with another member and both are sentenced to hang at 
McKinley’s deatr. Unable to- clear himself because.of the secret 
with McKinley, girl comes to his rescue and learns of the circum- 
stances. She pleads with Theodore Roosevelt, then President. Just as the 
young lieutenant is about to be hanged, the President pardons him. 

Readied to start: ‘ANGEL’S HOLIDAY,’ the next untitled Jones Family 
picture, ‘SHE HAD TO EAT,’ and ‘PRIVATE ENEMY.’ 


United Artists 


One in work, 6 preparing. Started last week: 

‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn, directed by 
John Blystone. No writing credits. Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Joel McCrea. 
Charles Winninger, Ella Logan, Andrea Leeds, Broderick Crawford, Eric 
Rhodes. 

Story centers around Miriam Hopkins, architect, who, because of her 
sex, finds many obstacles in her way. ) 
estate project. After finding he has no money, Miss Hopkins sets out to 
see what she can do about it and in searching for an angel comes in con- 
tact with Joel McCrea, son of the old promoter, who does not approve of 
his father’s ambition. Hopkins brings father and son together and draws 
upon the son’s bank account to finance the project. 

Readied to start: ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ ‘CASTLES IN THE AIR,’ ‘HURRI- 
CANE,’ ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ ‘PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ ‘LET ME LIVE,’ 
and ‘THE WORLD’S OUR OYSTER.’ 


Universal 


Three in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU’ and ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ reported Variety, 
Feb. 3; ‘GOOD AS MARRIED,’ reported Feb. 17. No new pictures started 
last week. 

Readied to start: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ ‘OH, DOCTOR,’ ‘DELAY 
IN THE SUN,’ ‘THE COP,’ ‘PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ ‘HIPPO- 
DROME,’ and ‘THE WILDCATTER.’ 


Warners 


Three in work, 16 editing, 8 preparing. 


pact 








In work: 


‘KID GALAHAD’ and ‘THE SINGING MARINE,’ reported Jan. 27; ‘FLY | 


AWAY, BABY,’ reported Feb. 10. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘IN THE DEEP SOUTH, ‘THE STORY OF EMILE 
ZOLA,’ ‘CHINA BANDIT, ‘HOBO AND THE HEIRESS,’ ‘MAZURKA,’ and 
‘EVER SINCE EVE.’ 








CALENDAR OF FOREIGN RELEASES 


(Most of these available with English titles) 


Abyssinia (Russ) (Amkino). War record. 63 mins. Rel, Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 
Alla en Rancho Grande (Sp) Mexican musical. Tito Guizar. Dir. Fernando 
de Fuentes. 90 mins. Rel. Nov 15. Rev. Dec. 2 ‘ k 
Amour de Toni, Les (Fr) (Metropolis) Heavy drama. Dir. Jean Renoir. 80 

mins. Rel Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18 
Asi Es La Mujer (Sp). Frothy romance Dir Jose Bohr. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15 | 


August der Starke (Ger) (Casino). Historical drama with music. Michael 
Bohnen, Lil Dagover. Dir. Paul Wegener. 101 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. 


Feb. 3. 

Az U}) Foeldeser (Hung) Semi-historical drama. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins 
Rel. Sept. 15. 

Baxatsagos Arcot Kerek (Hung) (Danubia).Romantic farce. Szoke Szakall. 170 
mins. Rel. Oct 

Barbier de Seville, Le (Fr) (Franco) Rossini’s opera. Andre Bauge. Dir 
Jean Kemm. 80 mins. Rel. Sept 15 

Barcarole (Ufa) (Ger) Offenbach’s opera Gustav’ Froehlich. Dir. Eric 
Neusser. 83 mins. Rel Oct 15 Rev Oct. 21. 

Befehl ist Befehl (Ger) (Casino). Army farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. A. Elling | 
7 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 

Betterstudent, Der (Ger) (Ufa).* Millockers opera. Marikka Rokk. Dir. Georg 
Jacoby. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Birobidjian (Russ) (Amkino). Life in Soviet’s Jewish colony. Dir. V. Korsch- 
Sablin 84 mins. Rel. Oct 1 Rey. Oct 21 

Bolek and Lolek (Po!). Musical comedy. Dir. J. Rosen. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1 
Rev. Dec. 16. P 

Calandria, La (Sp). Romance of a singer. Dir. Fernando de Fuertes. 60 mins 
Rel. Oct. 1 


a 
Caivario de Una Esposa, El (Sp). Mexican sentimental drama. Dir. Juan Oro! 


70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 

Campo Di Maggie (It) (New World) Story by Mussolini about Napoleon. Dir 
G Forzano 100 mins tel Sept 1. Rev Sept. 16 

Capello a Tre Punte, U (It) (New World).. Farce. Dir Mario Camerint. 170 


Rel Rev. Sept 30 


(Continued on page 29) 


mins. Sept. 15 


Next week or before the end of the month more than | 
half of the negatives, numbering a total of 73 now in the cutting rooms, 
are expected to be shipped east to dodge the tax as much as possible. 


Don- | 


the time of | 


Old gent is trying to put over real | 


z 


Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Constant Franke, Pau! Panzer, Tom 
Klune, Ben Hendricks, Don Brodie. 
Phillip Morris, Lee Shumway, Stan- 





| 

| ley Blystone, Walter Bonn, Glen 
| Seven, Frank Bruno, Theresa 
Harris, Minerva Urecal, ‘Charlie 


Chan at the Olympics,’ 20-F. 

Armand Kaliz, Fredrik Vogeding, 
Leonid Kinsky, Jules Rancourt, Al- 
bert Pollet, Louis Mercier, Louise 
Clark, Emile Bistagne, Billy Mce- 
Clain, Andrew Cheron, Jean Masset, 
Marion Dominici, Fred Godoy, 
Michael Visaroff, Ludwig Lowey, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Charles Cro- 
ker-King, ‘Cafe Metropole,’ 20-F. 

Cyril McLaglen, Herbert Evans 
David Clyde, Douglas Gordon, ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie,’ 20-F, 

Claude Arnt, Russel 
‘Angel’s Holiday,’ 20-F. 

Scotty Beckett, Arthur Aylseworth 
‘The Slave Ship,’ 20-F. 

Douglas Wood, W. S. McDonald. Ed 
Peil, June Terry, Frank Shannor 
| Mary Young, John Quillan, ‘This Is 
My Affair,’ 20-F. 

Howard Wilson, Lotus Long, Vir- 
bx Sale, ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto. 
| 20-F. 

Harry Tyler, Harry Homan, Lloyd 
| Neal, Leah Ray, ‘Wake Up and Live.’ 
| 20-F. 

Freddie Washington, ‘That I Mav 
Live,’ 20-F. 

Lois January, Mary Frances Gif- 
ford, Jack Carson, Evelyn Terry, 
‘The Woman's Touch,’ Goldwyn. 

Murdock MacQuarrie, Eduard» 
Ciannelli, Anthony Merrill, Richard 
French, Robert Emmett Keane 
| Frank Reicher, Billy Arnold, Bert 
Morehouse, Homer Dicksinon, Wil- 
liam Lally, Ed Randolph, Lee Prath- 
er. Bruce Sidney, Antrim Short. 
Frederick Burton, Robert Strange. 
Charles Wilson, Frank Wayne, Jac': 
Fagen, Cedric Stevens, Rae Daggett. 
‘The Devil Is Driving.’ Col. 

Sidney D’Albrook, Gus Reed, Sam 
Lufkin, Ernie Shields, Hollis Jewel, 
Katherine Sheldon, Oliver Eckhart, 
Ray Stewart, ‘The Devil Is Driving,” 
Col. 

George McKay, Robert Emmeit 
O'Connor, C. Montague Shaw, Wade 
Boteler, Edmund Earle, John Tyr- 
rell, Harry Fleishman. Ted Oliver 
Charles Reid, Edward Lawton, Rav- 
mond Turner, Eddie Level, Bobbie 
Tilden, ‘Right Guy,’ Col, 

Buddy Roosevelt, Lillian West 
Sam Blum, Henry de Silva, Howard 
Hickman, Ricard Botiller, ‘Honey- 
moon Pilot,’ Col. 

Walter Kingsford, Eduardo Cian- 
nelli, Leonard Mudie, Kenneth Hunt- 
er, Charles Irwin, Ian Wolfe, Jonea- 
|than Hal, Jameson Thomas, Victor 
| Kilian, Nana Bryant, Rafaelo Otti- 
|ano, Edward McNamara, James Fla- 
i Herbert Ashley, ‘League o! 
| 
} 





Hopton, 


Frightened Men,’ Col. 
Harvey Clark, George 
Douglas Meins, Harry 
| ‘The Hit Parade,’ Rep. 
Carleton Young, Lucile Gleason. 
| ‘Navy E Hymer, Horace MacMahon, 


Givot, 
Anderson, 


‘Navy Blues,’ Rep. 
Theodore Reeves, writing murder 
mystery, Rep. 
. W. Hanemann, 
‘Bachelor Girl,’ Rep. 
Harry Bowen, ‘Jim Hanvey,’ Rep. 
Frank Austin, Horace Carpenter. 
Jane Heckley, E. B. Nix, Earl Dwyer. 
Rose Plummber, Helen Gibson, ‘Git 
Along Little Dogie.’ Rep. 
Jerry Bergh, ‘Hittin’ 
GN 


screenplay 


the Trail.’ 


Carroll Graham, dialog, ‘Sweet- 
heart of the Navy,’ GN. 

Horace McCoy, Manny Seff. col- 
= screenplay ‘Hot Oil,’ Rowland- 


Frank Marlowe, George Magrille. 
Nick Copeland, Charles Sherlock. 
Edward Phillips, John Quillan, Duke 
York, Jack Murphy. Belle Mitchelle. 
Ernest Whitman, George Chandle: 
Edgar Edwards, James Macklin 
| Ralph Byrd, Franklyn Parker, Ralph 
| Malone, Baylord Pendleton, Jarrv 
Flecher, Ed Deering, Melbourne 
Stone, Gavin Gordon. Robert Graves 
Edward Dunne, Herbert Rawlinson 
Harold Huber, Charles Trowbridge 
Gus Kahn, Sigmund Romberg, orig- 
inal ditty; Hal Rosson. camera, ‘Thev 
Gave Him a Gun,’ MG. 

James Bush, George Sidney, Betty 
Furness, ‘The Old Soak,’ MG. 

Albertina Rasch directing specia! 
dance for Jeanette MacDonald and 
other dance’ routines, ‘Firefly,’ MG. 

Walter Miller, J. Carrol Naish 
Marc Logan, Bob Homans, ‘Song of 
the City,’ MG. 

Reynolds Denniston, 








| Aileen tif. 
| ton, Charles McNaughton, Elsa Bu- 
| chanan, ‘Night Must Fall.’ MG. 

| Jerry Fletcher, Bodil Rosing. 
oo Lackteen, ‘Madame Waleswka.’ 
| Eddie Ward, musical score, ‘Alias 
| Jimmy Valentine,’ MG. 

| Philip MacDonald, scripting ‘The 
| Umbrella.’ MG. 

| Ernst Toller, 
| Sinner, MG. 

| George Fitzmaurice, directing ‘The 
| Emperor’s Candlesticks,’ MG. 

| Billie Lechner, Cy Jenkins, Charles 
| Painter, Margaret Armstrong, Monte 
| Collins, John Huettner, Phyllis 
| 


scripting ‘Heavenly 


Yates, Bud Fine, Joe Breen. Tom 
| Ouinn, Ione Reed, ‘Too Many Wives.’ 
RKO. 

Frank Moran. Monte Collins, Wil- 
| liam Burress, Theodore Rand. Mar- 
| varet Watson, Gay Robyn. William 

Lemuels, Ben Alexander, John Mur- 
Pete Theadore. Florence Rob- 
‘Stepping Toes.” RKO. 
Jack Kenny, Chris Franke, 


phy 
| erts. 


Star 


(Continued on page 35) 
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WARNER BROS. arranged it that way with the 


glorious new sensation by the author of ‘Magnificent Obsession’! 


ERROL FLYNN +o ANITA LOUISE 


Green Light 


MARGARET LINDSAY e Sir CEDRIC HARDWICKE e Walter Abe! ¢ Henry O’Neill 
A FRANK BORZAGE PRODUCTION - Music by Max Steiner - A COSMOPOLITAN PRODUCTION - A First National Picture 









HELD OVER IN NEW YORK AND MIAMI! 
AND SRO IN FRISCO, ALBANY, HARTFORD, 
a NEW HAVEN, MILWAUKEE OPENINGS! 
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Adapting an idea from certain fra- | Sealed nen chal en dene Gk the together with sales talk on Joe E. Pe rize consists of plane trip to Ne Ww “ult s I 
pret ee oS ae | inside of the lath, perhaps an inch Brown’s ‘When's Your Birthday.’ pair lt le yp acemprtagcnirenndh ye ” imal was made in a_ special 
eh RR conbneert a Sy RR. rep- | deep. This will permit the lath to | Now that the picture is ready, those pon White Star Line's §.S Carinthia trailer run at every show for three 
resentatives in each smaller commu- be bent a stern f ~ who replied are receiving horoscopes|to Nassau. Harris is taking it in | consecutive days in each of the 
nity, generally some high school Kid. | {W\iture is planned tor ht over the | iM a kidding vein. Later they will late March. Is the third prize he's |eircui’s 13 houses, ‘Copy, explained 
5 2 , ° — F : € . > . a or a ( _ t shers ; diate Se 
a Sg gc ph, acre ede | chassis of an old car. If the body | get a card from Brown on thetic | eee oe al gp yn ce |tribute envelopes to all patrons. 
pin a as the aelaier can make them. | has been stripped, so much the bet- actual birthday. | $100 by UA for best campaien on | Requested patrons to place contribs : 
and their names and telephone num- | ter. yoy oF ‘thine yrs ge — a | Makes a three-way gag that should | ‘Transatlantic Merry-go-round’ and | in the envelopes, seal ‘em, sign their + 
bers are listed in the theatre’s weekly | rages ed = a come oe pees | vo apr geet 1” Leon J. Bam- | os by Par for one on ‘Ruggles of | naan and onerens, bone of gp H 
- ; S| berger’s department. sd Gap.’ e numbered coupon attached a : 
Sea owk: each boy or girl re-| above the pavement, care being taken | : 2 7 es9d then deposit the envelopes in a it 
ceives a letter of advice on the com- | to keep the fabric from being blown | special container in lobby as they 
ing program and additional informa- | against the wheels and tangled up. 
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ee 


By Epes W. Sargent 








Two Easter Ideas 


Dick Wright, Warner Cleveland 
zone manager, just back from his 
Florida vacation, kicks in with a 
couple of tried ideas for Easter. 
Both are good, though one, as 
Wright points out, depends largely 
on the layout of the theatre using 
This is a menagerie, either in the 
downstairs rest room or in the mez- 
zanine, if the latter is sufficiently re- 
mote from the auditorium to assure 
that the noise will not penetrate. 
The loan of small animals is pro- 
moted from pet shops, or the chil- 
dren may be permitted to enter their 
own pets. Exhibits should be at- 
tractively caged, with amusing iden- 
tification cards, parodying those used 
in regular zoo .displuys. A pair of 
mild looking rabbits, for example, 
might be labeled as samples of the 
African Man-Eating Wiffenpoof with 
a description of how it lays in wait 
for its victims in the dense jungles 
and tears them limb from limb. In 
the event that the children contrib- 
ute the exhibits, small prizes should 
be hung up, with decision by ballot. 
Good-kid getter the week the young- 
sters are out of school. 


tion on subsequent bookings, so that 
each is fully conversant with the 
general information about the the- 
atre and its projects. Additionally 








the representatives are supplied with | 


general picture dope, with the broad 
idea of making each the picture au- 
thority in his community. Even older 
people learn to turn to these reps 
not only for information on the house 
bills, but on pictures in general, and 
it frequently happens that in giving 
general information the deputies can 


feature The best plan is to provide Leo Jones’ Star, Sandusky, will be | Columbia Pix here for five years, ap fl gare were spotted at Rae s ; 
also es wan ater Bn oa é 2S. > DES é Ss -O « SS otar, ox SKY, ITN he , J fats, ap- or sequences it iewsreels, with 4 
gets Peg ae aun at tent oe two ringbolts on the cross braces fore ready for opening early next month. | pointed local branch manager by Ake lights ome eoing . for three e 
people’s likes and dislikes and are and aft, and arrange to hoist the | Majestic, Springfield, dark since | Montague, Col’s general sales mana- ‘minutes while ushers distributed 4 
ttn ca Pig = a Bee a ‘srompecta entire structure clear of the car. | 1928 is to be reopened. | ger. Zucker succeeds Holbrook Rus- envelopes. Plan required a_ mini- a 
when some particular star is histed | ree Ideal, Alliance, dark for several sell, wee quit to open own exchange mum of interruption of schedules 3 
for early appearance. Block Party | reese wie Bive way le yr congo in ( leveland, handling Imperial indie ‘and saved patrons from embarass- 4 
No pay attaches to these jobs, but ee | _ ern drug store planned for rT | pix. a ment. # 
the reps feel tremendously important Manager of a comparative y ae si = a tai ee ae ane | ~ a= 
and seem to derive standing in their theatre in a large town put his !o-| eggs orce entrance oO 1€ sincoln. Preview Club 


or more promoted through their ef- 


Fraternal Follow Up 


Here’s one for next season, since 
it is rather late for this year. Most 
lodge and society elections come in 
December, and one big time house 
arranged this year with the editor 
of the fraternal page in one of the 
papers to supply it with the names 
of the newly elected heads of the 





various lodges and societies, together 
with the address of those officers. | 
To each a letter of. congratulation | 
was sent; not a form, but a person- | 
ally dictated and typed letter, em- 
bodying phrases which indicated a| 
knowledge of the nature and aims of | 


the society. The kicker was the | 
final paragraph which ran: 
‘I am certain that under your} 


adroit direction your society will 
make forward strides. Anything we 
can do to help will be done. Drop | 
in sometime and talk over the pos- 
sibilities of a benefit or 
party, let us help you, where we can, | 
in the staging of your own affairs, 
and feel free to call upon us at any | 
time.’ ; ' 
Idea is only a few weeks old, but 
already two benefit sales have been 
arranged and the manager, who is 
an old-time actor, helped one lodge 


theatre | 





The upper structure can be what- 
ever the skill and patience of the 
erector determines. It can simply be | 
decked over with cloth, or deck | 
houses can be raised, with due re- | 
gard for local laws, which require a | 


| driver to have a clear view of the | 


rear. Usually a fender mirror will 
suffice for this. If care is taken to | 
build a substantial structure, this can | 
be lifted from the chassis and re- | 
painted for a second appearance, di- | 
viding the cost between two or more 


a number of smaller, but class 


| way that green light hit every in- 
| coming customer full in face. 


N. H. Stunts 


New Haven. 
used some of his 


Lifer for a Regular 


Greenville, S. C. 
Lew Schaefer 


4 ; a Best good-will exploitation ges- 
best stuff in weeks on ‘Maid of|ture seen in these parts in some 
Salem’ at Paramount. Went to town|time broke last week with Fred 


on school angle by plugging study 
chart series of stills and tied in with 
public library en bookmarks listing 


(Ritz-Bijou) Curdts follow-up of 
Variety story on Greenville’s oldest 





t . nf enthusiastic femme filmgoer, Mrs. 
omes on wite hera A dept. store | Susan E. James. 

window gave a heavy boost to the! Curdts had a special life-time pass | 
puritan collars worn by Colbert. | 


printed for 90-year-old Mrs. James 


Best trick was a combo store window | to both the Ritz and Bijou theatres, 


and theatre lobby display of candle- 


aE Pretec Mie ied. which carries with it the privilege 
| making materials ‘as in ye olden| of admission of an escort. Wordage | 
days. | of pass included reason for her be- 
John Hesse used an old one to/ing given the 


life-time Oakley in 
good advantage on ‘Girl from Paris’ | these words: ‘Greenville’s oldest dis- 
at Roger Sherman. Tiein with dress| criminating patrons of motion pic- 
shop gave away a replica of a Lily| tures.’ Pass was shot to photo en- 
Pons gown worn in picture. For | graver’s, where two-column cut was 
‘Green Light’ Hesse rigged up a trick | made. Story was then given to re- 
traffic blinker in lobby in such aj/porter on local sheet, who smelt 
| publicity, but also knew story had a 
Traf- | strong feature appeal and ran plenty 
fic stand had a card reading ‘Will 
the ‘Green Light’ change your Jife| cut of the pass, resulting in no end 
as it has for millions of readers?’ of good-will to Ritz and Bijou. 

Bob Russell usually comes through | _ First plan was to take photo of 
with at least one new stunt a week | Curdts presenting pass to the grand 
at Poli’s. On ‘Beloved Enemy’ it! 0ld lady, but, publicity shy, she no 
was a lobby air interview, asking | Would do. 


| 





| soap boxes and 


Sit-Down Strike 


Omaha. 

Couple of nifty advance stunts 
were arranged by Jimmie Schlatter, 
of the Omaha, for two of his forth- 
coming attractions. Timeliness was 
the keynote of his ‘sit-down striker’ 
gag which was staged last week in 
the sidewalk in front of the house. 
Couple of guys plunked down on 
played checkers all 


|} afternoon and evening for a three- 
day spell. Sandwiches and beer 
|} were promoted so strikers didn’t 


| would put in at 
also 
stuff promoted. 





| 
| 
| 


| of wordage next to the two-column | 


| photo. 





on heels of 


and adaptable to 


have to move all day. Schlatter de- 
sired to draw attention to ‘Maid of 
Salem’ soon to show, so signs told 
the story of the guys pulling a sit- 
down strike till ‘Maid of Salem’ 
the theatre Signs 
acknowledge the credits for 


Daily papers 
because of the 
the 
ruckus), 
Gag was 


picked up 
timeliness 
settlement of the 
and one used a 
followed up with 


the gag 
(coming 


eastern 


announcement that theatre had arbi- 


trated and settled with the strikers 


by booking the desired film for such 
and 


such a date. Good stuff now 


nost any film what 








| by the flood. 





BEHIND tre KEYS 


Canton, O. 
Garden, Portsmouth, dark four} 
weeks because of the floods, opened 
Feb. 13. Loss was mostly to equip- | years, resigned to join Filmack Co. 
ment and aggregated about $15,000.| in Chicago. Will work under Irving 
Portsmouth house was the only} Mack in editing trailers and exploita- 

Interstate theatre seriously damaged | tion. 
Lester 








Cleveland. 
Mort Goodman, publicity man for 


Zucker, city salesman for 


loot included about $900 cash repre- C. E. Williams, head of the MPTOA 


| left the theatre. Trailer copy empha- 
| sized point that every envelope was 
/numbered and had to be accounted 
' 


local Warner circuit, for about seven | 


for by theatre. 

Plan produced contributions total- 
ling more than $12,000 in three days 
in the 15 houses. It proved popular 
with patrons because it made every 
contrib, small or large, a_ private 
matter for each person. Numbering 
of envelopes, and request that each 
be sealed, gave further assurance of 
secrecy. 


getting people in for the opening 


iti - - cation definitely on the map by the! Rialto theatre, Akron recently, blew| Den Fuller, former manager of the ri 

He ern prea bag bgt Png —— co-operation of the merchants whose| the safe door and escaped with| Rivoli and Strand, Hastings, is now, One manager who is a strong be- 7; 
the esse fo Te agg . a stores abut the theatre. Several of | $1,200, mostly cash according to| manager of the Fox Strand, Manito- | ian in apa y ge ee 3 
rr salle 1 a aia ine the large shops are in the block and | police. W. L. Hart, owner said the | wac, Wis. Fr Bence Haag gM bong 5 poems Fr ; 
commission on theatre parties of 20 & 4 


forts. 





places, all using ‘Orpheum Block’ as 
an address on all printed matter as | 


senting week end box office receipts | in Nebraska and of the 


and rents from tenants in the build- | committee, 





legislative | 


matinee on the proposition these 


iT elnis doin. tinal ere er ; is circulating all exhibs } would go out — a rest of on ; 
each town, and results mv proved Well as in the newspaper advertising. | ing. with warnings on two bills which are town. He found ris bac st et was 1e@ a 
the id , one prele | For the latter all but two big stores — before the legislature—one asking | penny tickets, a block of several hun- | 
1e idea well worth while. | group their advertising on a single | Charlotte. N.C — be installed in all projection | dred — good only for 0 aon ‘| 
| ae aking Z ull . ee eee ee ,00ths, and the other asking license | Matinee of a new picture and so mh 
Treated School Cops —= souneding 40 on cae eo Stanley, Albemarle, overated | un | fee of $1,000 per distributer to ope- | by a department store instead of at it 
Seattle. | the ads being covered by a one-inch = a vs Ra aster remg eed — | rate in the state as an annual fee. | the theatre. He worked other 4 
Inviting all kids in school patrol,| streamer, donated by the papers. | oe sta $8 000 SMAReG OY Ele. 208 - | schemes, each of which flourished for 4 
for safety at street crossings, to be | with ‘Shop in the Orpheum Block w Police a tain « om wale. ; Schenectady, N. Y. | a time, but eventually seemed to p 
guests of theatre opening day, was | for the slogan. j heey of the Alamance theatre. Bur- |. Rivoli, Schenectady, is now show- , taper off. Now he has a preview i 
Paramount theatre’s method to at-| Store managers combine to light ‘at ‘ " pe pprenggecate lentified per. | nS ,a ‘request picture as part of a| club, which is clicking on all cylin- | 
tract to ‘The Great O'Malley’ (WB). | the block with special lamps, erected | '!"5 aon per © an Re en er | Os a ‘double bill on Tuesday nights.| ders and has made more talk than 4 
The mayor, head of traffic depart- | with municipal permission, and make mal in tt i Bs gayes <p lg 7, Patrons are asked to select the fea- anything else he has yet devised. 3 
ment and other officials also invited. | a point of keeping their fronts and | —— a pect . ture. “Mutiny on the Bounty’ was Members of the club pay monthly . 
Campaign for ‘Plainsman,’ (U) in| their window displays more than up | -= booked for a return date last week dues of 40 cents, for which they re- ¥ 
Bellingham included letters to 800, to standard. As a result the block | Los Angeles. as the first in the request series. | ceive four tickets good for as many io 
school teachers and all boy in| has become the outstanding shopping | Janss Investment 0. 1S erecting | Mont Pleasant is playing a foreign- | new shows. The picture is rur, fol- 
the area, signed by local scout | center and office buildings above | a 900-seater for Fox-West Coast in language as well as an American | lowing the regular night perform- 
executive, School bulletin to) some of the smaller stores bring bet- | Westwood, a suburb. Site is directly | §{1m on its Tuesday program. lance, and attendance is limited to 
teachers called attention to the! ter rentals than those on the block | across the street from the circuit's | spaniel | those who hold these tickets. None 
scout pix at Mount Baker the- below or above. This is so well ap-, Village theatre. and will serve as a | Seattle. may be purchased the evening of the 
atre as an ‘authentic portrayal of preciated that the landlords co- | second run outlet in that naborhood.| Frank Jenkins new manager of preview. This not only emphasizes 
early settlement in the west.’ Man- | operate with the store owners in see- | Robert Dunnagen is erecting a) Montlake. nabe playing foreigns. | the ‘club’ feature, but it insures at- 


ager Jack Rosenberg gave special | 


mat prices on Saturday for all boys 


and girls of grade and high school | 


ing that the sidewalks are kept clean, | 
the gutters promptly shoveled after | 
a snowstorm and the space is other- | 


515-seater in Blythe. Cal. 


| One of Herbert Rosner string. Ted 
Champion, former mer.. 


Vandalia, Il advertising head. 


continues | 
| cleared of all 


tendance on inclement nights. After 
the regular performance the hour is 
save those holding 


age at lic, and contest for ten/| wise kept inviting. Herman Tanner announces his cir- | —_— | tickets and the incoming feature is 
awards from the county for coming} The initial response to the idea) cuit will open a new house here to | Springville, Ariz. ho we off. The membership dues inst 
summer scout jamboree in Washing-| was slack at first, but the value| be ready April 1. Circuit Harry Nace has opened his new El | abovt pay for the overtime of the 


ton, D. C., was announced. Letter to 
boy scouts explained contest. 


grew as the theatre kept hammering 
away at the scheme, 


recently 
gave flood relief shows in Vandalia, | Rio theatre, a 500-seater. Only house 
Pana and Nokomis, in town of 1,000 population. 


house staff, but that brings the thea- 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Film Reviews 





ARIZONA MAHONEY 


{Continued from page 19) 


he catches sight of June Martel and 
gets the settle-down urge. Into the 
usual cow brand film of rustling and 
road- agenting, Cook comes on the 
scene with his cannon act, being 
towed by an elephant—a wild de- 
parture from formula to say the 
past. 

¥ Cook’s chatter is mostly good, re- 
minding of W. C. Fields’ attitude 
toward’ similar glib-tongued roles 
minus the latter’s girth. Makes up 
to Marjorie Gateson, who runs the 
village hotel and has a driving urge 
to get into tinsel and tights. Robert 
Cummings, supposed to be a sap in 
his piano  playing-store’ clerking 
part, is everything asked of him. 


Miljan and Kohler make the usual | 


formidable heavies. Richard Carle 
is given credit for being the sheriff 
in the cast, but he must have got the 
scissors, or rode on the far side of 
the hill from the camera. 

Scripters obviously were troubled 
to find some way to get things to- 


gether. Cannon acts and _  “siage 
coaches are hardly of the same 
period. 


Cook, a hardluck guy in pictures 
whether shorts or full length fea- 
tures, hasn’t boosted his chances 
much by ‘Arizona Mahoney.’ He'll 
be dual billing, weekending in west- 
ern houses, or in need of something 
in way of support in 10 out of 20 
ptaydates in any section of the coun- 
try. es Barn. 


Meltosagos Kiasasszony 
* (‘High-Born Lady’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 

Budapest, Feb. 4. 


Mozgeokepipari preduction, Scenario, 


Tela Szepes; directed = by Bela Ralogh 
Features Zita Szeleczky. Maxrda Fulop. 
Lajos Basthy, Gere Maly, Julius Csertos 
Tivadar Uray. 


(In Hungarian) 

Although local film critics consider 
it a patriotic duty to be lenient tow- 
ards home-made product, they draw 
the line at trash like ‘High-Born 

ady.’ 

Producers really can't expect to 
get away with this sort of yarn. 
About a wealthy, proud and scorn- 


ful damsel who treats little brother's | 


love-lorn tutor like dirt. until she 
finds out that he is really a rich 
man’s son in disguise. studies medi- 
cine against his father’s will. and 
saves the same irate father’s life by 
the invention of a miraculous serum. 
Using this sort of worthless story 
material as a working basis brings 
local production into discredit. 
Extenuating circumstances are 
some very fine outdoor shots of Al- 
pine scenery in the Gross-Glockner 
section, and the acting of Gero Maly. 
He is a brilliant comedian with a 
style of his own. Jacobi. 


TRUXA 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Feb. 9. 


Fritzsche Pro- 
adaptor, Hans 


Tobis Buropa release of 
duction. Director and story 
H. Zerlett; from novel by Heinrich Seiler: 
camera, Friedel BKehn-Grund: 
Leux; dances, Sabine Ress. At Tauenizien- 
Palast and Alhambra, Berlin. 
time, 98 mins, 


ner Twins, Hlans Soehnker. Six G'orias 


(In German) 


Getting a solo run as the season's 
only film on vaudeville vicissitudes, | 
gives this one a good spot. But 
Friedrichstrasse’s advance murmurs 
of this pic as Germany's ‘Broadway 
Melody’ was just so much wind. It’s 
merely another film about vaude 
life, this time with La Jana showing 
her figure. Having been billed 
around here for years as a dancer, 
one looks for some show of hoofing 
ability and draws a blank. ! 

Truxa, internationally famous 
tight-rope walker, quits in the midst 
of a big-time date because his nerves 


are shot. In a cheap night club he 
finds a guy, Husen. aping his stuif 


and, making him a gift of his name 
and contracts. disappears from sight. 
What he didn’t tell Husen was that 
the magician Garvin. through hypno- 
tism, had broken him. For Garvin 
would stop at nothing to get Truxa’s 
girl friend, Yester, a dancec. 
New Truxa opens at the 
farten, Berlin. on the same bil! with | 
Garvin and Yester, who believe him 
to be an imposior. Just like the real 
Truxa, he falls for Yester. who 
warns him about Garvin. Latter ad- | 
Vises him not to try the somer 
the climax of his act, and that night. | 
high above the audience, the rope | 
breaks before his eves. A last! 


Vinter- | 


sault. 


music, Tee | 


> 
Running | 


minute catch of the wire barely 
saves his life. 

Real Truxa, now a human wreck, 
comes to take Yester away with him. 
She realizes that she cares for Husen 
who, doubly fortified by her love, 
will try the somersault again. 

Truxa slips into the theatre and 
finds Garvin up in the flies operating 
a trick spot to blind Husen. An 
uppercut sends Garvin crashing to 
his death below. 

Director sets a pace of suspense 
which is adequately held up by per- 
formers. Catchy tunes and _ nice 
spots of humor round out a pic that 
is headed for native b.o. success. 





Replevin Suit Over 


Deluxe Laboratories has been 
|named defendant in an_ action 
| brought in N. Y. supreme court by 
| Concordia Films, Ltd., over posses- 
| tion of the negative of the film, 
; ‘Robber Symphony,’ it became known 
| Friday when Justice Church refused 


| the defendant's request to have For- | 
/tune Films Corp. brought into the | 


action as a co-defendant. Concordia 
is seeking to recover the film, or 


| $500,000 in cash and $20,000 damages. | 


Concordia claims it produced the 
film which it claims is worth $420,000 
and turned the negative over to For- 


| 
| 
| 


} 
} 
| tion. The defendant 


less through Fortune. 





'Devine’s Deal for Nat'l, 


Louisville, Called Off. ‘** 


Louisville, Feb. 23. 
| Deal between Tom Devine, man- 
j} ager of the Indiana Roof ballroom, 
| Indianapolis, and Abe Bass, lessee, 
to take over the operation of the 
National, 2,400-seat house here, has 
| been called off. Uncertainty of biz 
prospects, brought about by recent 
flood disaster, was weighty factor in 
cancellation of arrangements. 
Devine intended to send his son, 
Jack, here to run the house in part- 
nership with Ace Barry, former 
manager of the Brown and Alamo 
jin this city. Policy was to have 
been pictures and_=e stage’ show. 
Johnny Burkarth and his orchestra, 
who have been working the Indiana 
Roof as a dance band, were to be 
sent to the National pit by Devine. 
National at present houses a 
Thursday night visual broadcast 
| sponsored by local brewer, and Fri- 
days have been taken over by the 
Courier-Journal for the Golden 
Gloves Tournament. These were of 
course cancelled during the flood 
period, but have now resumed. 


_~ Farrell’s Brit. Flicker 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 





seeter pndlehs€0as660's00% on ....la Jana! Glenda Farrell is leaving shortly 
Bata, TatTeestenenesess: ees ele’ | for England to make a flicker for 
MY Uiehedutogthadsedss sa Made Raht | Warners. 
EIUKR sesece-coescssers. -Peter Elsheltz | Currently, she is washing up an 
CLOPR. crcecrveecseececes ye ... Rudi Godden | . ° ‘ ’ 
EEE eat rh aa Rudolf Klein-Roges | assignment in ‘Fly Away Baby’ at 
Mrs. Schilp......... ...--Eva Tinschmann | WB. 
Pipo errr rr. Fr Ter Erwin Hievel _— 
Birvomy ; 3 aie Curt lucas 
Vaude Numbers Kdear Bitner, Heonf- 


EXHIB’S DAUGHTER’S HEROISM 
Des Moines, Feb. 23. 


Janet Lou Bouma, 4, daughter of | 


the Jack Boumas, of Pocahontas, Ia., 
has been awarded a silver medal for 
heroic action. Her father is operator 


| of the Rialto, Pocahontas. 


Janet Lou rescued a four-year-old 
playmate from. possible death in a 
cesspool last March. The presenta- 
tion of the medal was made before 
the Iowa senate. 


MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 10) 


‘Bulidog Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Off 
to Races’ (U), with Ray Noble's band 
on stage. This looks like big $12,000. 
Last week ‘Mad Holiday’ (MG) and 
‘The Great O'Malley’ (WB). with 
‘Riviera Follies’ unit, $9.000, fair 
Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—On Av- 
enue’ (20th) and ‘Trapped by Tele- 
vision’ (20th). Big week ahead. with 
$9.000 gross looked for. Last week, 


‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Legion of Ter- | 


ror’ (Col), $6,500, good enough. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Rigolboche’ (2d week). 
Expect $1.500 after fair $1.800 


—‘ Veille d Armes’ and ‘Quand Minuit 
Sonnera. Around $4.500, big. Last 
week ‘Mr. and ‘Les Gaietes de 
turned in $4900, good for 


Slow’ 
Palace’ 


Lert. 


‘Robber Symphony’ Film 


tune. The latter in turn gave it to 
De Luxe for printing and distribu- | 
refuses to sur- | 
render the negative and prints un-| 


last } 


N. Y. Theatres Mull 


Returning 157 Cuts 
To Stage Hands Union 


Theatre operating executives are 
meeting tomorrow (Thurs.) with the 
wage scale committees of Local No. 
1, New York stage hands, and No. 4, 
the Brooklyn local, to consider the 
question of returning 15% cuts which 
were taken by the unions voluntarily 
two years ago. Whether or not the 
theatres of New York and Brooklyn 
will be amenable to granting the re- 
turn of any portion or all of this cut 
is not indicated in advance of the 
pourparlers tomorrow 


of Major L. E. Thompson at RKO, 
with Loew’s, Paramount, Warner 
Bros. and other chains represented. 

Stage hands in New York and 
Brooklyn are now scaled up to a top 
| Of $63 a week for the larger de luxe 
| houses. There are no existing con- 
| tracts with the unions, empolyment 
| at scales in force being on a week- 
to-week basis. 


$5,060,000 Fox Theatres 
Claims Settled for 407 


Referee 
| Thursday 











Courtland 
(18) 


Palmer on 
filed with Federal 


| ton a recommendation 
| of $1,393,800 
| aggregating 


that a total 
be allowed on claims 
over $5,000,000 
Fox Theatres Corp. As both 
have indicated satisfaction with the 
referee’s findings, Judge Manton is 


|expected to affirm the allowances. | 





Meeting will be held at the offices | 


—_ A 


Going Places ee 


By Cecelia Ager 


The Restrained ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 

It is comforting to see, in ‘The Last of Mrs, Cheyney,” that Joan Craw- 
ford has at last attained the manner she’s been striving for. She put up 
a good fight, against what to anyone less determined might seem utterly 
insurmountable odds, and her final victory is an inspiration to us all. Now 
everybody, Miss Crawford and her audience, can relax. She emerges from 
the struggle freed of nearly all her feeling of inferiority (though why she 
should have felt that way the least bit is baffling, since after all she is a 
picture star, and picture stars are absolutely top aristocracy today; purged 
of nearly all the little giveaways that used to worry her so and drive her 
to an enormous and stridently active elegance in her fierce longing to wipe 
them out. 

Now she quietly looks any actor, no matter how English, straight in the 


eye, confident of the mastered casualness of her own pronunciation. No- 
body’s coiffure is more cleanly swept-off-the-brow, more intent upon 
character and therefore disdainful of artificial coquetry, than hers; no- 


body’s wardrobe more starkly simple—but only on the surface, mind. That 


| calm and repose she’s now achieved, that feeling of firm ground beneath 


against | 
sides | 


| The claims and the amounts oked by | 


| Palmer include: 

| Halsey, Stuart & Co., $200,000 on 
request for $1,000,000 on two 
dated Sept. 1, 1930; 
Realty Corp., allowed $773,300 on 
claim of $1,074,028 for rental of St. 
Louis theatre; Trust Co., of Georgia 
recommended to be paid $400,000 on 
its bid for $1,053,646 for theatre rent- 
als. The claim of Adolphus M. Bur- 


; notes 


for rental of theatres in 
land was recommended disallowed 
| by the referee. 


Nix Credit 


(Continued from 

Kern numbers and there is no rea- 
son why the same can't be done for 
| Berlin, who, Link described as be- 
ing on top of the heap when it came 
to prestige. 

Berlin company’s demand is di- 
rectly tied up with the plugging of 
20th Century-Fox’s ‘On the Avenue,’ 
for which Berlin 








page 1) 


as unreasonable since 20th Century 
in all its billing refers to the 
filmusical as ‘Irving Berlin's ‘On the 
Avenue.’ 
Parity in Prestige 

CBS’ rejoinder to Berlin was that 
it would not adopt the credit request 
as a policy and that any air billing 





roughs and Louis Boas for $2,304,184 | 
New Eng- | 


Theatre | 


wrote the music 
| and the lyrics. Link told the net- 
works that in this particular case | 


the request could not be considered | 


would have to be left to the net- | 
work's discretion. Link admitted 
that the whole idea could easily de- 
i; velop into a nuisance, but, he 
| added, if the webs thought that the 
jattachment of Kern’s or Porter's 


name to a number lent glamour and 
| prestige they were certainly passing 
|! up an equally strong bet in Irving 
Berlin. 

Berlin firm advised Lord & 
Thomas last week that unless the 
| agency agreed to credit Berlin with 
the writing of ‘This Year's Kisses’ 
during the broadcasts of the Lucky 


Strike Hit Parade permission would | 


be denied for the song’s use on last 
Saturday night’s (20). Berlin firm 
claims that L & T promised that it 
would insert the billing. 
*BILLIES GO HOLLYWOOD 
Des Moines, Feb. 23. 


Al Clauser and Tex Hoepner, of 
Clausner’s Oklahoma Outlaws. a 
standard act on WHO for several 


years, will have two songs featured 
in the picture they will make with 
Gene Autry for Republic Productions 
in Hollywood in 


March. They are 
| ‘Trail of the Mountain Rose’ and 
‘Little Black Bronc.’ 

The Outlaws, accompanied by Ir- 


ving H. Grossman, director of the 
| WHO artists bureau, will leave Des 
Moines for Hollywood on Feb. 28. 
| While on the Coast they will make a 
series of radio transcriptions and 
phonograph recordings. Republic has 
peer for an option of a 
ond picture to be made 
| boys are on the Coast, or 


second pic- 
while 


next 


fall. 


| trust is hot, they also get cute. 


Far from it. It 
from knowledge, at last, gained the hard way. No 
more do ‘beans’'—for ‘beens’—jut out from her speech naked and terrified; 
no more do unresolved trimmings distract from the compact and 
contained silhouette of her clothes. Still self-conscious, but with a new 
self-assurance that shows her self-consciousness is only an expression of 
her awareness of her duty of high-class-example-setter to her public— 
instead of the mark of self-doubt it used to be—now Miss Crawford goes 
about doing right things, wearing right things, with deafening poise. Now 
her quality asserts itself from the inside out, instead of insisting on itself 


her feet, must not be mistaken for just pure simplicity. 
wells from knowledge- 


self- 


with externals: and the whole show is much more convincing, besides 
being a lot easier on everybody and-cosier to watch. 
True, she still keeps her eyes open to their widest range, but surely 


she has been severe enough with 
small holdover from her old ways 
ness in “The Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ 


herself to warrant indulgence in this 
There is enough blackboard correct- 
enough horror of vulgarity as it is. 


| . ° | fter Z 7 > ss ™ "¢ ft . "s "Os aS » stess ‘ESS t 
| Circuit Court Judge Martin T. Man- After all, only one of Miss Crawford's costumes, the hostess dress with 


the short Persian jacket, fits rather too tightly across the hips; there are 
no furs; her jewels, if large, are chastely set. There is enough restraint. 
Intensive Miss Larrimore 

The sulks are not a pretty thing, but they are arresting. People who 
make faces get more attention, doing it, than people who look pleasant, 
and so, fortunately for ‘John Meade’s Woman’ and for her own debut in 
pictures, Francine Larrimore turns out to be an excellent glowerer. 

In ‘John Meade’s Woman’ Miss Larrimore is supposed to be burned up 
all the time. Miss Larrimore burns splendidly, giving it a nice direct 
attack, zinging right into it and without any cooperation from the script 
either. Single-handed she gets everybody to keep looking at her and won- 
dering—since the script never explains, and she’s too choked up to— 
what's eating her, All through the picture she keeps them wondering, a 
remarkable feat indeed. 

From what goes on in ‘John Meade’s Woman,” it seems Miss Larrimore 
is cut out for a career of intensity. She hates hard and she loves hard 
and if they both look like the same thing, it’s because she’s so very in- 
tense she gets all tangled up. She's so intense, in fact, it’s a little difficult 
to tell in the picture when she's stopped being drunk and has gotten sober, 
and vice versa. However, the heroic degree of Miss Larrimore’s intensity 
is piquant and fetching in so petite a figure and delicate a face. She 
photographs nicely and in the future, no doubt, her knack for outbursts 
will not be so extravagantly exploited. 


Grace Moore's Mooching 
Grace Moore sings ‘Minnie the Moocher’ in ‘When You're in Love,’ 
the swingers will remain quite calm. 


but 
When prima donnas get what they 
They hit the notes on the head, but they 
also ‘interpret’ the lyrics as if they were doing ‘Mammy’s Little Coal Black 
Rose’ as a gracious encore on a concert program. They read it with ex- 
pression, which is nice, but it does interfere with the relentless beat of 
the rhythm. They pause to draw a well-trained breath before they're 
‘sent’ in a scat chorus, which throws the whole thing off, and they are 
also apt to want to sway with the frenzy of the music, to prove their 
common touch, but their tossing muscles are prim and maintain their in- 
hibitions no matter how desperately the prima donnas yearn for aban- 
don. Miss Moore's ‘Minnie’ is an adorable drawing room stunt; however, 
52d street can take it or leave it. 

Miss Moore’s make-up and camera men have done a fine job with her 
in the interests of youth, which Miss Moore herself seeks to augment with 
a plethora of fripperies and puffed sleeves everywhere. She wears at one 
and the same time a black-skirted, white-bodiced dress with a white loose 
coat that’s too long, white artificial flowers at the neck, a black muff bag 
with diamond clips on it, black suede gauntlets, and a black toque with 
a stiff airplane-propellor bow zooming across one eye. It’s a costume that 
has as much going on as the production number for Schubert's Serenade, 
which teems with girls walking about in ‘mood moderne’ strides, bearing 
swags of drapery over their outstretched arms, on a stage set with mount- 
ing zig-zag platforms, all very busy and Music-Hall-grand. 


The Badly Dressed Jessie Matthews 


Before ‘Head Over Heels in Love,’ one could think that Jessie Mat- 
thews dressed so badly because nobody around the studio dressed well. 


One can’t think that any more. Whitney Bourne dresses well in ‘Head 
Over Heels in Love,’ but Miss Matthews dresses worse than ever. Now 
some new explanations of the Matthews-bad-dressing phenomenon will 


have to be thought up, like only villiainesses dress good in English films 
(Miss Bourne plays an American picture star), or Miss Matthews is sweet 
but badly advised, or Miss Matthews is very headstrong and dresses that 
way because she likes it. Perhaps the last explanation is the right one, 
for Miss Matthews has been so very consistent about wearing nothing that 
does anything for her. All of which is a grave situation, since Miss Mat- 
thews happens to have a natural frame for style. 

It would almost seem in ‘Head Over Heels in Love’ that she louses up 
her possibilities on purpose. She has a bony chest, so she wears 
wide-V neckline to give every knob a break. She has a well-shaped head, 
so she coiffs her bobbed hair to stick out and away from the smooth con- 


deep 


tour of her crown and thus conceal it, even wearing a poke-bonnet with 
a shirred brim and no crown so that her hait can stick out good and 
| thoroughly. It’s been years since a chorus girl in a third rate floor show 


the } 


i 
| 
! 
| 


would even dream of tieing floppy bows on her tap-dancing slippers, so 
now Miss Matthews is just taking it up. She has a lovely waistline, grace- 
fully and accurately placed, so she wears white satin blouses and black 
velvet shorts that stop somewhere around her hips in an effort to move her 
down. Her dancing is delightful and her legs she 


waistline uperb, so 


sings all the time so that everybody,will be sure to note that her teeth 
are large and irregular and her lower jaw unequal to the arch of her 
upper. Fundamentally it’s so agreeable to watch Miss Matthews, it really 


ought to be made a bland delight. 


- A — — — 


ROSITA MORENO’S SPANISHER| B. & B. for WB Pic 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. Holly wood: Feb, 23 


John Rhinehart and William Gor- Buck and Bubbles, colored vaude 
don are producing a Spanish version] team, have been signed by Wa c 
of a story titled ‘1 Believe qn You, | Bros. for the Fred Wai vi 2. 


starring Rosita Moreno, Pair now appeari: wt Loew's State 


Rhinehart is directing the picture] N. Y.. 
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HORSE-SHOES: 


Another smashing M-G-M hit “THE LAST OF MRS. CHEYNEY” 


a 








4 commands industry attention! (following “After the Thin Man”, 





A ply —— atone 
a oe ee . ze - 


| the exhibitor for a profitable engagement. 


“Camille”, “Born To Dance”, “Libeled Lady” and many others.) 
| The element of luck has no place in the M-G-M scheme of - 


production. The true-and-tried producing personnel; the 
| wealth of Star names and the boundless.resources of the 
7 Greatest Studio in the World leave nothing to chance! 


; There are no horse-shoes on the theatres of our 10,000 
customers. They leave nothing to chance! The M-G-M name 
is the beacon of assurance to the patron for a swell show; to 





“THE LAST OF MRS. CHEYNEY” storring JOAN CRAWFORD * 
MONTGOMERY with FRANK MORGAN © Jessie Ralph * Nigel Bruce * From the play by Frederick Lonsdale 


Directed by Richard Boleslawski * Produced by Lawrence Weingarten 








WILLIAM POWELL + ROBERT 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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‘ Foreign Release Calendar 


(Continued from page 21) 


Ciboulette (Fr) (Franco). Operetta. Dir. Claude Lara. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Cieca di Sorrento, La (It) (Nuovo Mondo). From Mastriani’s classic. Dir. 
Nunzio Malasomma. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Aug. 5. 


Cletite Linde (Sp). Mexican made romance. Dir. R. O’Quigley. 


Drei Blaue Jungs (Ger) {Coetne). 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 13. 





80 mins. Rel. 


Nazi naval life. Dir. Carl Boese. 90 mins. 


Edes Mostoha (Hung) (Danubia). Kid’s yarn. Dir. Bela Balogh. 95 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec, 16. 
Ein Auto und Kein Geld (Ger) (Germania). Musical farce. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 


mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev Aug. 12. 


Ein Lied, Ein Kuss, Ein Maedel (Ger) (Germania). Cinderella again, with 


music. Gustav —, Martha Eggerth. Dir. Geza von Bolvary. 98 
mins. Rel. Dee. 1. Rev. Dec 16. 

Einmaleins der Liebe, Das (Ger) (Casino). Costume film. Dir. Karl Hoffman. 
93 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 


Eine Frau die Weist Was Sie Will (Ger) (Casino). From Oscar Strauss’ operetta. 
Lil Dagover. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 82 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22 
Ember a Hid Alatt (Hung) (Danubia). Heavy drama. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 15 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2 

Es Gibt Nur Eine Liebe (Ger) 
Jenny Jugo. Dir. Johannes Mayer. 

Eternal Mask (Swiss) (Mayer-Burstyn). 
Hochbaum. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Fahrt in die Jugend, Die (Ger) (Casino). 
mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Friesennot (Ger). Nazi propaganda. Dir 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Ganze Welt Dreht Sich um Liebe, Die (Ger). 
Susa. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Gesuzza La Sposa_Garibaldina (It). 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 

Glueckspilze (Ger) (Casino). Drama of adolescence. 
80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Grenzfeuer (Ger) (Zwicker). nig in the Alps. 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Gypsies (Russ) (Amkino). Saga of a farms. 
Goldblatt. 85 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 5. 


Harom Sarkany (Hung) (Danubia). Romance of collegiates. 


(Casino). Musical comedy. Louis Graveure, 


98 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 3. 
Psychological drama. Dir. Walter 
Rev. Jan. 20 


Farce comedy. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 


Werner Kortwich. 102 mins. Rel 
Mystery-romance. Charlotte 
Italian Joan of Are. Dir. A. Blassetti. 175 

Dir. Robert A. Stemmle. 
Dir. Hans Beck-Gaden. 85 
Dir Evgeni Schneider, M 


Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 


mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 
Heisses Blut (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic drama. Marikka Roekk. Dir. Georg 
Jacoby. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 


Heroes del Barrio, Tog (Sp). Kids do some acting. Dir. Armando Vidal. 80 


mins. Rel. 
Ich Sehne Mich oe Dir (Ger) (Casino). 
Camilla Horn. 90 mins. Dir. 
Sept. 16. 
Idealer Gatte, Ein (Ger). Domestic drama. 
pin. 82 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 


La Mala (Sp). 
Oct. 1. 


Backstage operatics. 
Johannes Riemann. Rel. 


Louis Graveure, 
Sept. 1. Rev. 


Brigitte Helm. Dir. Herbert Sel- 

Rev. Jan. 13. 

Irma, Marital mixups Dir. Rafael Sevilla. 80 mins. Rel 

Ist Main Mann Nicht Fabelhaft (Ger). 
Georg Jacoby. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9 

Jadzia (Pol). Romantic musical. Dir. M. Cwiklinska. 
Rev. Feb. 3. 

Junge Graff, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Light comedy with music. 
Karl Lamac. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 


Kakos Dromos, O (Gr). Heavy drama. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Kampf, Der (Russ) (Amkino). German-language story of Hitler cruelties. Dir. 
Gustav Wangenheim. 86 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16 


Kermesse we neo ’ (Fr) (Tobis). Comedy spec. Dir. Jacques Feyder. 95 
mins. Rel. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 


Koenigwaizer (Ger). (Uta). Operetta. Willi Forst. 
mins. Rel. . 15. Rev. Nov. 11. 


Lacrimme e ae y* (DuWorld). Martial mixups. 
57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 


La Paloma (Ger) (Casino). Musical. Chas. Kullman, Leo Slezak. Dir. Kar) 
Heinz Martin. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Legy Jo Mindhalalig (Hung) (Danubia). Life in a children’s school. 
Szekely. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Letzte Rose (Ger) (Casino). Operetta based on ‘Martha.’ 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 


Liebesleute (Ger) (Tobis). Drama of modern ie. 
Froehlich. Dir. Eric Waschneck. 95 mins. 


Liebesroman im Hause operas (Ger) ee). 
Wolff. 81 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 


Lied Geht um Die Welt (Ger) (Tobis). Senna ae Schmidt. 
ard Oswald. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 


Madres de] Mundo me A Romance, made in Mexico. Dir. Rinaldo Aguilar. 80 


Domestic comic complications. Dir. 
82 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Anny Ondra. Dir. 


Dir. Herbert Maisch. 80 


Dir. Raffaello Matarazzo. 


Dir. Istvan 
Dir. Karl Anton. 
Renate Mueller, Gustav 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7 
Historical item. Dir. Willi 


Dir. Rich- 


mins. Rel. Aug. 

Manewry Milosne (Polish), , SEee. Dir. J. Nowina-Przybylski. 70 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Maskerade (Aust) (DuWworid). Musical. Paul Weeselly. Dir. Willy Forst. 90 
mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 27. 


Mater Nostra (Sp) (Mexican drama). Dir. Gabriel Sora. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 


Mein Liebster ist Ein Jaegermann (Ger) (Casino), Old-fashioned farce. Leo 
Slezak. Dir. Walter Kolm. mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. 
Meseauto (Hung) (Danubia). Cinderella in Budapest. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 

Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
Miserables, Les (Fr) (Franco-American). 
Raymond Bernard. 162 mins. 


Mueder Theodor, Der (Ger). Backstage farce. Weiss Ferdl. 
lan. ‘® mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 
eS _— La (Sp).Life in Mexico. Dir. Arcady Boytler. 
ug. 
Mujeres de ome | (Sp). 
Rel. Dec 1. 


Mutiger og And Der (Ger) (Casino). 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Mysteres de Paris, Les (Fr) (Franco). Eugene Sue’s novel. 
85 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 3 

Mysteries of Notre Dame (Fr) (DuWor!ld). poenenny best described as a 
travelogue. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 

Natalka Poltavka (Russ) (Amkino). Ukrainian Sate. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Ne Sirj Edesanyam (Hung) (Danubia). Faith-healing at the Lourdes Shrine. 
Dir. Bela Balogh. 60 mins, Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Nightingale (Russ) (Amkino). First Moscow color-film. Dir. Nikolai Ekk. 95 


Hugo’s classic. muety Baur. Dir. 
Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4. 


Dir. Yon V. Har- 
70 mins. Rel. 
Melodramatic love story. Dir. Ramon Peon. 90 mins. 
Heavy farce. Dir. Hans Deppe. 90 


Dir. Felix Gandera, 


Dir. E. Kavaleridze. 


mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 11. 
Onore Della Figlia Del Popolo (It). Old-time silent fixed up. 71 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 13. 


Pa Solsidan (Sw) (Scandinavian). Romance. Lars Hanson. Dir. Gustaf Mo- 
lander. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 Rev. Sept. 16. 
Passaporto Rosso (It) (New World). It’s a hard life. Isa Miranda. Dir. Guide 


Brignone 90 mfns. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 9. 
Petits, Les (Fr) (Franco). Simple _ of child's love. Dir, Alfred Machard. 
80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 


Pofon Paul Javor. 


(Hung) (Danubia). Farce. Dir, 

Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 20. 

Prince Jean, Le (Fr) (20th). Royal intrigue. Natalie Paley. Dir. Jean de Mar- 
guenot. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 

Privatsekretaerin Heiratet (Ger) (Zwicker). Dolly 
Haas. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9. 

Radio Bar (Sp) (Par). SE i musical. Dir. 
mins. Rel Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 27. 

Rakoczi March (Hung) (Danubia). " Military drama. 
mins. Rel. Oct 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Raub der Sabinerinnen (Ger) (Casino). Dir. R. A. Staemmle. 90 
mins. Rel Jan. 

Revolutionists (Russ) (Amkino). History of early communist regime. 
Dir. Vera Stroyeva. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 


Bela Balogh. 85 mins. 


Romance in farce time. 
Manuel Romero. 82 
Dir. Steven Szekely. 82 
Comedy. 


100 mins. 


Sarga Csiko (Hung) (Danubia). Sob story. Dir. Bela Pasztor. 80 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 3. 
Schlussakkord (Ger) (Ufa). Drama. Lil Dagover. 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 


Rev. Sept. 16. 
Schuesterne Casanova, Der 


(Ger) (Casino). Romantic comedy. Dir. Car] 

Lamac. 60 mins. Rel Aug. 15. 

Serpente a Sonagli (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Murder in a girl’s school. Dir. Rafaelo 
Matarazzo. 85 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 Rev. Aug. 19. 

She-Devil Island (Sp) (FD). Mexican-made drama. Dir. Raphael Sevilla. 65 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug 16. 

a Aa: we (Sp). Mexican drama. Dir. Ramon Peon. 80 mins. Rel. 

Staleen” (Aust) (DuWorld). Dir. Arnoid Fanck. 67 


Life and love in the Alps. 

mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23. : 

Soderkakar (Sw) (Scandinavian) Musical. i Person. Dir. Weyler Hilde- 
brand. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 


Soldaten Karemaden (Ger) (Zwicker) ‘Teutonic propaganda. Dir. Turn Hup- 


pertz. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Song of China (Chinese) (MacLean). Drama in the Orient. Dir. Lo Ming-Yau 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. ' 
‘on of Mongolia (Russ) (Amkino) Propaganda of the Mongolian sector. Dir 
I. Trauberg. 105 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25 








Mexican Air 











(Continued from page 1) 


a first step the gentry who dis- 
count the lore of the ages three 
questions for a dollar in a plain en- 
velop have been kicked off the air 
altogether. Other reforms are in 
process of organization. Will take 
a little while because of the radical 
shift of policy. 

Cleanup is expected to take place 
within the next 12 to 18 months. 

In the last two years there has 
been a huge. jump in the amount of 
coin Mexico’s merchants and resi- 
dents have been collecting from 
American tourists. So much so that 
some of the cities are beginning to 
vie on nearly equal footing with 
Texas, Louisiana, California and 
Florida for the great American tour- 
ist dollar. 

A-ha, World’s Fair! 

Also in the general clean-up cam- 
paign is the new item of a World's 
Fair which Mexico plans to hold in 
Mexico Gity within the next several 
years. This Fair is planned as a 
concentrated drive to punch through 
in one big splurge the message of 
‘come to Mexico for your vacation.’ 


In order to build-up both the Mexico 
tourist trade and the coming World's 
Fair the present stations along the 
border which are regularly broad- 
casting primarily for the American 
listeners will be banned off the air 
entirely, according to the dope. 
These indeper.dently and privately- 
owned transmitters will be replaced 
by five super-power stations which 
will be owned and operated by the 
Mexican government. 


These five powerful stations will 
also be located along the border and 
will be directed essentially for 
American and Canadian listeners— 
but they will be entirely free of 
any objectional.: advertising mat- 
ter. Stations will accept commer- 
cial programs and copy, according 
to present plans, but the programs 
and accounts must be okayed ac- 
cording to the strictest rules and 
principles of American _ stations. 
These stations wil! not accept any 
programs which wouldn’t regularly 
be within the rules set up by the 
Federal Trade Commission, the Med- 
ical Association, the Communica- 
tions Commission and other bodies 
whose purpose it is to keep adver 
tising on the upside. 

In between these commercial pro- 
grams the Mexican government will 
spot periods of build-up for the 
coming World’s Fair, for Tampico, 
for Mexico City, the Popocatepetl, 
Floating City and tamales. Entire 
scheme is to cement friendship for 
Mexico and to put the Mexico on 
the tourist map of the continent, the 
feeling among the higher-ups in the 
Mexican government being that if 
the border radio stations can sell 
the Americans penny-a-day insur- 
ance, rupture cures, perfume pack- 
ages and similar items, they can also 
sell Americans Mexico as the con- 
tinent’s playground. 








METRO PACTS MELCHER 

Edward de S. Melcher, former pic 
and drama cric on Washington (D. C.) 
Star, has been pacted to a dialoging 
contract by Metro. 

Giving up his newspaper job in De- 
cember, Melcher wended west on 
spec. Got aboard the payroll last 
week, 


land a 


NAT’L VARIETY CLUBS 
CONV. APRIL 17-18 


Omaha, Feb, 23. 

A. A. (Ted) Mendenhall, chief 
barker of the Omaha Variety club, 
has announced plans and committees 
fer the third annual national con- 
vention of the Variety clubs of 
America to be held in Omaha, April 
17-18. Harry Shumow, last year’s 
barker, has been made_ general 
chairman of the convention commit- 
tee of more than 50 men. Publicity 
for the affair is being handled by Joe 
Jacobs, as sub-chairman, and enter- 
tainment is being arranged by Evert 
Cummings. 

Most of Saturday will be devoted 
to convention business, and climax 
will be banquet and entertainment 
on Sunday. Top for the banquet is 
set at $10 per person, and expected 
that upwards of 500 will attend. 
Good portion of the gross will go 
for entertainment with national acts 
nationally known ork being 
brought in by Cummings committee. 
Net proceeds, as always, will go for 
charitable purposes. 

Reservations committee already 
has notices from Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis and Pittsburgh and several 
other tents. Advance indications are 
for upwards of 200 delegates, more 
than twice the number in attendance 
in previous years, with special cars 
or trains being scheduled by more 
than a score of tents. 

Some rumors going about that the 
affair will be open to the fems, but 
Jacobs committee is putting the word 
about that like all strictly club af- 
fairs the convention will be for men 
only. 

Convention will be held in the 
Fontenelle hotel where the club has 
its new modernistic clubrooms. 








So Many Sunday Pix 
Squawks, Town Quits 


Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 23. 
Sunday films bow out of Bedford, 
Va., 4,000-pop. town near here, after 
two scant weeks. So much protest 
from churchgoers that Dan Wein- 
berg, manager, voluntarily quit. Pre- 
viously he had promised to hold no 
shows during church hours. 
Bedford, site of the national Elks 
Home, is first town in state to give 
up Sunday pix after getting them. 





RAY MASSEY’S U. S. PIC 


Hollywood, Feb, 23. 

Raymond Massey, English picture 
player, producer and director, will 
come over from England for a spot 
in ‘The Prisoner of Zenda’ at Selz- 
nick-International. 

Player is due here March 6 for his 
American debut. 





MISS GRANVILLE’S WB PACT 


Hollywood, Feb, 23. 

Bonita Granville, child actress, has 
received long term contract at War- 
ners, 

First assignment on the agreement 
will be in ‘The Story of Emile Zola.’ 
Then she'll go into ‘The Love Derby,’ 
with Leslie Howard and Olivia de 
Havilland. 





BIGELOW’S ADDED ‘TOUCH’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Samuel Goldwyn has assigned Joe 
Bigelow to write added dialog for 
‘The Woman’s Touch.’ 
Picture has Miriam Hopkins and 
Joel McCrea in the leads. 








Spain in Flames (Russ) (Amkino). 
Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 3. 
Stutzen der Gesellschaft (Ger) (Ufa). 


Detlef Sierck. 80 mins. Rel. Nov 


Szerelmi Almok (Hung) (Danubia) 


Travelog, English lecture. 


Franz Liszt’s life. Dir. 


65 mins. Rel. 
Ibsen’s oldie in a new version. Dir. 

Rev. Nov. 18 
Heinz Hille, 87 


Emil Jannings. Dir. Car) Froehlich 


mins’ Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan 13. 
Traumulus (Ger) (Tobis). Heavy drama. 
105 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 23 


Tras La Reja (Sp). 
Tredowata (Pol) 
Rev. Jan. 6 


Mexican drama. 


Dir. Jorge Dada. 
Heavy drama. Dir. Julius Gardan. 91 mins. Rel. 


Under Fals Flagg (Sw) (Scandinavian). 


70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 
Dec. 15. 


Drama with music. Tutta Rolf. Dir. 


Gustav Molander. 75 mins Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 3. 
Varan Pojke (Sw) (Scandinavian). Romance Edvard Person Dir. Arne 
Bornebusch. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 1 Rev Oct 21 
beeeee er? Sven. Propaganda. Dir. Kar] Ritter. 90 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 
ev. Jan. - 


Visages de France, Les (Fr) (Franco). 
Jan 15. Rev Feb. 3 
Waldwinter (Ger) (Ufa). 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
Walzer fuer Dich Ein (Ger) (Casino). 


Love in the Silesian forests. 


Travelog in four reels. 34 mins. Rel. 


Dir. Fritz Buch. 90 


Musicai fantasy Louis Graveure, Ca- 


milla Horn. Dir. Georg Zoch. 90 mins. Rel Sept 15. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Weiberregiment (Ger) (Ufa) Military comedy. Dir. Kari Ritter. 90 mins 
. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 16 
Wenn Der Hahn Kraeht (Ger) (Casino) Comedy romance. Dir. Carl Froeh- 


lich. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 
Yellow Cruise (Fr) (Tapernoux). 
Poirier. 90 mins. 
Yiddle with His Fiddle (Yid) (Green). 
Green. 92 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 


Key to Addresses 


Harold Auten, 1540 Broadway 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Casino, 240 E: 86th St. 

Danubia, 729 Seventh Ave. 
DuWorld, 729 Seventh Ave. 
European, 154 W. 55th St. 

Jos. Green, 1501 Broadway. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave 
Franco-American, 66 Fifth Ave. 


Travelogue, partly in English. 
Rel Nov 15. Rev Nov. 25 


Dir. Leon 


Folk musical. Molly Picon. Dir. Jos. 


Rev. Jan 6 


General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria, L. 1 
J. H. Hoffberg. 729 Seventh Ave. 
Inter-Continent, 50 E 42nd St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Jean Lenruer, 202 W 58th St. 
Mayer-Burstyn, 1501 Broadway. 
Martin Nosseck. 326 Audubon Ave. 
Metropolis, 260 Fifth Ave. 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W 42d St 
John Tapernoux, 126 W 46th St 





Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave 





Cal. Indie Theatre 
Owners Fight For 
Prod.-Distrib. Laws 


Los Angeles, Feb, 23, 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California have planned a 
drastic campaign to h-ve anti pro- 
ducer-distributor legislation adopted 
when the general assembly re-con- 


venes next month. Measures the in- 
dies want enacted include: Anti- 
block booking and blind selling; ban 
against producer-distrib ownership; 
control or management of theatres, 
and prohibition of designated play 
dates of percentag» pictures. 

Mass meeting of 75 indie exhibs, 
held in L.A. last week, was ad- 
dressed by William Mosley Jones, 
speaker of the California house; 
Assemblyman Ben _ Rosenthal, R. 
Dean Warner, an attorney, and Ber- 
nard D. Russell, former indie pro- 
ducer. Meetin; was called by Rus- 
sell on behalf of the California In- 
dependent Exhibitors Protective 
League, and is not officially identi- 
fied with the ITO of So. Cal. and 
Arizona. 

Exhibs voted to raise a fund to 
promote the campaign, based on 10c, 
per seat per theatre. Steering com- 
mittee of the Protective League, to 
distribute the fund, is compased of 
Lou Bard, E. S. Calvi, H. W. Gruen, 
Jay Sutton, Harry Vinnicof and Jack 
Berman. 


Ohio MPEA Reelects 


Cieveland, Feb. 23. 


Ernest Schwartz was elected to his 
third term as prez of Motion Picture 
Exhibitors Association here in last 
week's elections. Coincidentally, 
three other old officers were voted 
in again for holdovers. A. E. Ptak 
was named v. p. for third term; 
John Kalaf is beginning sixth year 
as treasurer, and George W. Erd- 
mann holds record by being re- 
elected secretary-manager for the 
eleventh term. 

Appointees to new board of direc- 
tors are Henry Greenberger, P. E. 
Essick, Morris Berkowitz, Frank 
Gross, L. G. Baldwin and Frank 
Porozynski. 


Trial by Soundfilm 


Washington, Feb. 23. 


Sound pictures would supplant 
stenographers and printed briefs in 
American court proceedings if Con- 
gress adopts a bill proposed last week 
by Congressman Samuel Hobbs of 
Alabama. 

Installation of sound apparatus in 
at least one court in each of the dis- 
tricts of the country is provided by 
the measure, which authorizes ap- 
propriation of whatever money may 
be necessary. The presiding judge of 
each district would designate the 
court to be turned into a_ studio, 
while the judge who presides over 
any trial shall stipulate whether the 
proceedings shall be recorded on 
celluloid or paper. Cost would be 
levied against the participants. The 
films and sound track would simplify 
appeals, in Hobbs’ view. 

With projection machines installed 
in each circuit, court and the U. S. 
Supreme Court, the judges would be 
spared the necessity of reading vol- 
umes of printed briefs and tran- 
scripts, while there could be no dis- 
pute between opposing lawyers about 
the way developments actually took 
place in the trial courts. 

















Erpi Producing Visual 
Educational Shorts Pix 


Demand for visual education sound 
motion picture has prompted ERPI 
Picture Consultants, Inc., a subsid 
of Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
to launch production on a group of 
films covering human geography. It 
is designed for use in elementary 
grades. Series will deal with 
changes in the earth’s surface as a 
result of the human race’s activity as 
well as the conditioning of man’s 
culture via his environment. 

New films are also being produced 
in the field of human biology in col- 
laboration with outstanding authori- 
ties on the subject and in co-opera- 
tion with the University of Chicago. 


Dr. V. C. Arnspiger, v.p. in charge 
of research and prodvction § for 
ERPI, last week said that the shak- 


ing off of the economic depression 
has found many schools and colleves 
incorporating the use of visual edu- 


cation films in their general instruc- 
tional program. 
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CURRENT 
_ RELEASES 


SINS of CHILDREN 


_ with Eric Linden and 
ee Parker 


HORSEBACK 
Ni Damita (Mrs. 
ynn) in color 


















1 Westerns 








‘234 HOURS LEAVE’ 
with JAMES ELLISON and TERRY WALKER 


The picture that skyrocketed Douglas MacLean to fame now produced by 
Douglas MacLean. From Mary Roberts Rinehart's brilliant Satevepost story. 


“GIRL LOVES BOY 


featuring ERIC LINDEN and CECILIA PARKER 


A Bennie F. Zeidman production. The sweethearts of “Ah. Wilderness!” 
and “Sins of Children” in a new romance of young love. 


* 
‘Fs eaeae Fee 


starring CONRAD NAGEL and ELEANOR HUNT 


Federal Agent Series. Produced by George A. Hirliman. 
Matching wits with spies selling navy secrets to foreign powers. 


“ROMANCE ana RICHES” 


with CARY GRANT and MARY BRIAN 


From the novel by E. Phillips Oppenheim. A fast-moving comedy of 
a rich young man’s quest for happiness. 


“KILLERS ¢ me SEA” 


featuring CAPT. WALLACE CASWELL, Jr. ss Sa ast 

Dialogue by LOWELL THOMAS i eee Alte, 
A Raymond Friedgen Production. Exploitation sensation of a ae 
1937 with Capt. Caswell fighting the man-eaters of the deep. 








ee SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT oA Victor Scievuinger. 


es Sod ay ee and directed by the: man we gave Sine “One: Night. of wore 3 


"THE THOUSAND DOLLAR BILL . A Dean = 


- Based on. ‘the: ‘Costnepolitan, Magazine: BOT: of {the “a 


” DYNAMITE, starring ‘Jauads Cagney. ‘ Foes oy the ee 
- “Hot Oil’. Produced. by Richard A: Rowland. The red- héaded dynam fo} the 


screen in ‘another great. ‘Cagney entertainment. Different thrilling—timely. 3 
3 : . 
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Alien Actor Bill 








(Continued 
neither of whom had ever sat through 
a Dickstein hearing before—appeared 
sympathetic to several witnesses who 
were shooed away from the table 
after disagreeing with the bill. Mrs. 
Caroline O’Day, Representative from 
New York and a close friend of Mrs. 
Roosevelt, and Representatives Green 
of Florida, and Kramer of California, 
also spoke up courageously in the 
face of committee blustering. Millard 
and. Massingale, of New York and 
Oklahoma, respectively, showed a 
tendency to ask questions when it 
appeared that reform element was 
geiting too bloodthirsty. 

Bystanders got their usual nickel’s 
worth. however, whenever Chair- 
man Dickstein, father of the alien ac- 
tors’ legislation, got in the saddle. 
Dickstein this year was ably assisted 
by Representative Schulte of Indiana 
who accomplished some first-class 
witness-baiting with Representative 
Mason of Illinois as pinch-hitter. 


Tibbett and Damrosch 


Star performers of the two-day 
session, with which the hearings led 
off. were Lawrence Tibbeit of the 
Metropolitan Opera and Walter Dam- 
rosch. conductor of the New York 
Symphony. Although the two cele- 
brated musicians were on opposing 
sides, onlookers gave them the big- 
gest hand among the various top- 
rank representatives of films, radio 
and music who testified. Jean 
Hersholt, Danish film star who took 
the part of Dr. Dafoe in “The Coun- 
try Doctor,’ remained in the menag- 
erie tent, after Chairman Dickstein 
had tossed him skilfully back into 
the audience following a brief state- 
meni. 


Film industry had its best support- 
ers in Gabriel L. Hess, general coun- 
sel for the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors of America, and Jo- 
seph H. Seidelman, general foreign 
manager for Columbia Pictures. Syd- 
ney M. Kaye, attorney representing 
the Concerts Association of America, 
also scored against the belligerent 
faction of the committee. 

Tibbett, appearing as representa- 
tive of the American Guild of Musi- 
cians and Artists, was ballyhooed as 
a friend of the bill which would re- 
strict the entrance of alien talent into 
this country. While insisting that 
he was a supporter of the bili, he 
recommended several changes, in- 
cluding the total deletion of the sec- 
tion limiting the number of actors 
and artists admissible to the U. S. 
to the number of American actors 
and artists applied for by foreign 
countries. He also asked that man- 
agers and producers should be al- 
lowed to present their case to the 
Secretary of Labor—who would be 
made the arbiter of all squabbles 
over imports and exports of talent 
under the legislation—and requested 
that they should be given the same 
break as the unions. Tibbett said, 
however, that it was his aim, and 
the aim of the A.G.M.A., to encour- 
age young artists who may potential- 
ly be great artists and to protect the 
‘small and, at present, unknowns.’ 

‘I fully believe that a free and un- 
hampered interchange of artists be- 
tween nations is absolutely neces- 
sary,’ the Metropolitan baritone de- 
clared. 

Damrosch, on the other hand, made 
no reservations in his statement. 
The ‘grand old man’ of the New York 
Symphony squared off before the 
committee and told them that if a 
ban is placed on foreign talent it 
would be equally sensible to include 
the music of foreign composers in 
the embargo. 


Why Not Restrict Mozart? 


‘Why not deny entry to Mozart, 
Brahms, Beethoven, Wagner and the 
rest, unless Europe agrees to play 
American numbers,’ Damrosch_in- 
sisted. Whole thing was very fool- 
ish, he indicated, pointing out that 
the U. S. needs the European artist 
more than foreign countries need us. 

‘The artist belongs to the world 
and should be free to enter any part 
of it,’ the aged conductor said with 
conviction. ‘He should be allowed 
every freedom—not restricted. No 
real American artist wants to shut 
out the European artist.’ 

Efforts of two representatives of 
the Lambs’ Club to show that Amer- 
ican actors were in need of protec- 
tion from alien araists ‘coming over 
by shiploads,’ and that foreigners 
were responsible for 789 legitimate 
actors at present on relief in New 
York City were promptly blasted by 
figures presented by witnesses on 
both sides of the argument. Accord- 
ing to Gilbert Miller, internationally 
known theatrical manager, and son 
of Henry Miller, 26 legitimate pro- 
ductions running in New York last 





from wage 3) 

week, employed a total of 1,121 in- 
dividuals, of which 52, or 4.7%, were 
aliens. These figures, Miller said, 
were compiled by the League of 
New York Theatres. 


Representative Kramer of Califor- 
nia, a member of the committee, vol- 
unteered information that only 61 
foreign actors are employed by the 
eight major studios in Hollywood— 
a figure backed up by the Hays or- 
ganization, which offered testimony 
showing 19,015 studio employees, ex- 
clusive of extras, employed in eight 
studios; 534 contract players, and 
only 61 actors coming under the 
visitors’ visas or quota regulations. 


Sidney Howard’s Stance 


Opinion of Sidney Howard, presi- 
dent of the New York Dramatists’ 
Guild, was that unemployed legiti- 
mate actors are suffering because of 
their inability to offer authentic tal- 
ent to theatre managers, rather than 
from any descrimination in favor of 
alien actors. 


‘I don’t know a single fine actor 
working on WPA,’ Howard stated, 
‘Such actors are out of work not be- 
cause of unfair competition but be- 
cause they are not as good as their 
fellow actors.’ 

Much talk was heard, during the 
two-day session, of the unwisdom of 
certain provisions of the Dickstein 
bill. Actors and artists were partic- 
ularly indignant at the idea of 
‘swapping talent’—producers offering 
an American of ‘similar professional 
qualifications’ for each foreign star 
brought into the country. 


‘We shall soon be trading Gladys 
Cooper for two American tap dan- 
cers, or George Bernard Shaw for 
a dozen pulp magazine writers,’ 
snorted Representative Celler of 
New York, who appeared as a wit- 
ness against the measure. 


Celler, who soon became em- 
broiled in a verbal free-for-all with 
Dickstein and Schulte, protested that 
the bill sought to erect artistic tariff 
walls. He also quarreled with the 
clause which would give the secre- 
tary of labor say-so as to whether 
an artist is eligible for admission 
into the country. The labor secre- 
tary is authorized, under the legis- 
lation, to approve alien applications 
after a hearing and investigation to 
determine that an American artist 
‘having’ qualifications similar to those 
of the alien seeking admission ... 
cannot be found in the United States 
among unemployed citizens or law- 
ful permanent residents.’ 

New York Congressman demanded 
an answer to his question as to the 
Secretary of Labors qualifications as 
a talent-picker. He furthermore in- 
sisted that Chairman Dickstein de- 
fine the ‘qualifications’ alluded to in 
the bill. For instance, would Madam 
Secretary Perkins or her successor 
have to choose actors according to 
their quality of voice, color or hair, 
shape, or number of marriages, Cel- 
ler wanted to know. Torch singers 
might have an edge on opera stars, 
he suggested, if Labor Secretary 
was ‘more fond of Gershwin than 
Schubert.’ 

With Dickstein’s dignified reply 
that flesh would be chosen according 
to ‘regulations based upon American 
standards,’ I. A. Hirschmann, vice- 
president of Saks-5th Avenue—ap- 
pearing as a ‘business-man and mu- 
sician’—picked up where Celler left 
off. 

‘Any Secretary of Labor would 
have to have some of the qualifica- 
tions of a God,’ Hirschmann de- 
clared, ‘to determine the ability of 
competing artists.’ 

Scoring the bill as an enemy of 
good music and an un-American 
piece of legislation, Saks official— 
who provides music for the masses 
out of his own pocket, staging con- 
certs at 25c. admission—warned that 
artists could not be exchanged like 
‘bricks or wheat.’ 

‘I can understand a tariff on maca- 
roni,” Hirschmann told committee, 
‘but not on Toscanini.’ 

Hess and Seidelman For Pix 

Big studios got their innings in 
spiels by Gabe Hess and Joe Seidel- 
man, who stymied House group with 
facts and figures showing the im- 
portance of foreign talent to the 
American screen; the danger of re- 
taliation by foreign countries, if 
artist barriers are erected in the 
U. S., and the general kopracticality 
of the bill itself. 

Hays lawyer's 25-page bombard- 
ment flatly stated that the ,bill 
should it be enacted, would ‘jeop- 
ardize or destroy artistic and earn- 
ing opportunities for American 
actors in American motion pictures, 
and furthermore would jeopardize 
or destroy opportunities for Amer- 
icans in other crafts and vocations 


to be employed in the production 
of American motion pictures.’ 

World distribution of pictures 
would be materially hampered, Hess 
predicted, and the ponularity of 
American films now existing abroad 
would suffer materially. 


‘The superiority of American mo- 
tion pictures which makes possible 
their distribution to all parts of the 
world would fall away,’ Hess de- 
clared, and the American market 
would be invaded with motion pic- 
tures made abroad in the English 
language with foreign entertainment 
personalities for distribution to the 
English-speaking peoples of the 
rworld. The talents of such foreign 
artists would be used to build up 
motion picture industries abroad in- 
stead of being utilized to maintain 
the leadership which America now 
holds.’ 


Columbia Pictures’ foreign man- 
ager said passage of the act would 
be ‘a very disastrous blow to the 
prosperity, success and prestige of 
American motion pictures. .. and 
would bring the United States gov- 
ernment into ridicule and contempt 
in the eyes of many foreign nations.’ 
Seidelman also stressed importance 
of the foreign market to American 
producers, declaring that between 
60% nd {&% of ali U. S. pix are 
exported abroad. Income to Ameri- 
can companies from foreign sources 
now approximates 40% to 50% of 
their total gress, he pointed out. 

Kaye’s Click 

Attack of Lydney Kaye on the 
Dickstein bill brought one of the 
biggest hands received during the 
hearings, with Representative Mason 
of Illinois—who formerly joined with 
Dickstein and Shulte in witness- 
baiting—leaving his chair to con- 
gratulate the Concerts Association 
attorney. 

Talking in behalf of concert 
groups, Kaye proceeded expertly to 
take the bill apart, section by sec- 
tion, showing up technical absurdi- 
ties which would develop, once the 
artist-swapping machinery was rut 
into action. Kaye took numerous 
pokes at the ‘similar qualifications’ 
stipulation in the measure, declaring 
that ‘there are no scales in which 
musical artists can be weighed to 
determine whether their qualifica- 
tions are, in fact, similar.’ 

‘Prosperity of the symphony or- 
chestra depends on drawing cards,’ 
Kaye said, ‘and we never have had 
enough drawing cards. If we could 
get twice as many aliens capable of 
appearing on the concert stage or 
conducting the great symphony or- 
chestras, we would not have half as 
much employment for all, but twice 
as much employment for all.’ 

Motion pictures were accused sev- 
eral times during the hearings of 
having seriousiy handicapped the 
legitimate stage, but New York the- 
atre groups—-with the exception of 
Equity—were almost unanimous in 
agreeing with film spokesmen on the 
point of letting in outside talent. 
Theatre managers are united ,almost 
without exception, in their opposi- 
tion to the bill, Milton R. Wein- 
burger, League of New York The- 
atres v.-p., told the committee, add- 
ing that the stage wanted an open 
market for actors because of Holly- 
wood talent-snatching. 

Warren P. Munsell, business man- 
ager of the Theatre Guild, agreed 
with Weinburger, and both stage 
reps pointed out that legitimate 
actors are in no need of Govern- 
ment. protection as long as Actors’ 
Equity remains at the wheel. 

Lambs For It 

Two Lambs Club members, E. J. 
Blunkell and John Seagar, pleased 
Dickstein, however, by assuring 
him that the country was flooded 
with alien talent and that deserving 
American actors were being dis- 
criminated against. 

Second day of the hearings was 
devoted principally to bill boosters, 


although Hess, Seidelman, and 
Hersholt opened the _ proceedings. 
Committee and audience had 


dwindled perceptibly by noon, with 
only four Congressmen sticking it 
out. Frank Gillmore, president of 
Actors’ Equity and Chorus Equity, 
and Gen. Samuel T. Ansell, general 
counsel for the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, were headliners 
offering kind words for the measure, 
but two hours were hogged by 
Charles Henry Freeman of New 
York, representing himself and a 
soprano he was managing, for a 
tear-jerking tale concerning ‘arbi- 
trary’ treatment received from the 
Metropolitan Opera Company. 
Gillmore’s Modifications 
Gillmore suggested several changes 
to the bill as its stands, but pro- 
nounced himself otherwise in favor 
of the measure. He asked (1) that 
unit companies, such as the Comedie 
Francaise, the Moscow Art Company 
and the Doyly Carte opera company, 
should be allowed to enter the coun- 





try; (2) that some provision be made 





for artists who wish to enter the 
U. S. without the intention of mak- 
ing engagements; and (3) that find- 
ings by the Secretary of Labor, as 
to actors’ qualification should not be 
made ‘immediately,’ as specified in 
the bill, but should permit sufficient 
time for Equity to register the names 
of prospects with the Labor De- 
partment. 


Charges by Representative Colmer 


of Mississippi that Gillmore sounded 
‘in favor of the bill, but not en- 
thusiastic’ were answered by Equity 
President's explanation that his or- 
ganization was ‘able by its own 
strength to control the theatre,’ and 
therefore not concerned with aliens. 
Equity members felt ‘as citizens,’ 
however, that there was a great deal 
of value in the Dickstein bill, Gill- 
more said. 


Saddest story told at the hearings 
was offered by Charles Henry Free- 
man, who identified himself with the 
concert business but explained he 


was not representing any particular | 


organization. 
After taking a couple of cracks at 
opposition witnesses and _ asking 


Dickstein not to let their number 
‘lead to the belief they represented 
the majority, Freeman launched 
into a two-hour tirade against the 
Metropolitan Opera Company. 

Sob story concerned the efforts of 
a coloratura soprano to win a Met 
engagement and charged famous 


opera company with discrimination | 


in favor of foreign talent. Starting 
with singer’s experience in 1928, 
when she assertedly was approached 
by an unidentified impresario who 
offered to get her a Met job for the 
sum of $30,000, Freeman held forth 
on the subject until Mrs. O’Day, 
Representative from New York, re- 
marked ‘your quarrel seems to be 
with the Metropolitan Opera.’ 
After the first half hour, the com- 
mittee discovered through question- 
ing that Freeman had been acting 


as manager for the disappointed so- | 


prano and was still hoping to get 
her the coveted job with the Met- 
ronolitan. 

Claiming his prima donna was su- 


perior to any foreign singers now | 


appearing on the operatic stage, 
Freeman’s chief squawk was that 
Lily Pons, ‘an alien,’ had snitched 
the job which rightfully belonged to 
his singer. He claimed that his so- 
prano, Galli-Campi, had a better 
right to a place in the spotlight by 
reason of her voice and her Amer- 
ican citizenship. 

Following Freeman’s attack on the 
opera company in particular, and 
alien talent in general, hearings 
wound up with a burst of oratory 
from Gen. Samuel T. Ansell, Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians’ chief 
attornev. Ansell, as usual, was look- 
ing out for his solo instrumentalists 
and orchestral conductors, and was 
against the bill only in that it in- 
cluded this type of talent in its 
swapping-list. 

The contract labor law of 1932 was 
taking far better care of America’s 
solo instrumentalists and orchestral 
conductors, than the Dickstein bill 
could ever do, Ansell pointed out. 
Bill, if passed, would become addi- 
tional to the law already on the stat- 
ute books, he told the committee, 
and would have the effect of legal- 
izing the admission of instrument 
soloists and orchestra leaders not of 
distinguished merit, in such numbers 
as would meet the International reci- 
procity clause. Words ‘solo instru- 
mentalists’ and ‘orchestral conduc- 
tors’ must be stricken from the 
measure wherever they occur, be- 
fore the American musicians’ federa- 
tion can be satisfied, he said. 


MPTOA and Others 

Other individuals who appeared 
before the committee included Ed 
Kuykendall, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, 
who expressed concern for the fu- 
ture of the industry if art was to be 
measured by a ‘sausage-mill’; Jean 
Hersholt, Danish film star, cut off by 
Dickstein after delivering not more 
than a paragraph of testimony; Dr. 
W. R. Brown, head of the musical 
department of the University of 
North Carolina, opposing the meas- 
ure; Alfred R. Allen, manager of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra Associa- 
tion, who claimed legislation, wou!d 
‘send the symphonies down hill’ and 
Mrs. Julian Olney, White Plains con- 
cert manager, charging the bill vio- 
lates labor laws of the U. S. by keep- 
ing out higher types of artists. 

Interest in the proceedings had 
dropped to zero, by the time the last 
witness had appeared, and commit- 
tee folded until Wednesday (24), 
Committee members who had ap- 
peared bright-eyed and alert the first 
day, were reduced to yawns the sec- 
ond morning, and many ducked the 
wind-up. Audience, fascinated at 
first by high-handed tactics em- 
ployed by Chairman Dickstein and 
Representative Schulte in bullyrag- 
ging witnesses, was unable to ke 
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(Continued from page 3) 


correspondents. Haysites answered 
that by a blast against ethics of cer- 
tain F.P.'s. 


Officers of the F.P.’s say the party 
isn’t off for good, but simply post- 
poned till Hays office stops sniping 
and the stars are either well enough 
or free enough to appear for their 
medals and bows. 


Whether that’s before or after the 


Academy awards is immaterial in 
the eyes of the F.P.’s, as they’ve 
announced their awards. 


Current Hays office slash in list 


| of accredited foreign correspondents 


is routine periodic paring of number. 
Widespread charges of chiseling and 
sale of stills for advertising purposes 
have been rumored, but charges are 
without foundation, insist officers of 
Foreign Press Society. 

Twenty odd correspondents who 
have been dropped were advised 
that reason was simply over-large 
number of foreign writers and in- 
adequacy of studio staffs to handle 
them. At same time, check is being 


made by Hays office with foreign 
editors regarding their Hollywood 
representation. All for. corrs. have 


been advised that their editors have 
been thus polled. 

Number of writers who were 
dropped are having their cases re- 
opened by Tom Pettey on presenta- 
tion of clippings and credentials. In- 
dividual correspondents who have 
been questioned on the subject seem 
to feel that all bona fide scribes who 
have been dropped can get back on 
list without difficulty. There is no 
alarm among them about the wildly- 
circulated rumors of chiseling, etc. 


Exploitation | 








(Continued from page 25) 





tre into the clear and assures an in- 
terested audience, which, for the 
most part, will go out and spread the 
word. Idea is building rapidly and 
seems likely eventually to return a 
small profit. 


Previews are given only on the 
last-half shows, so the ticket holders 
buy in for the first half show and 
remain over. This seems to help. sales 


more than the manager counted 
upon. It’s at least a novelty for a 
time. 
Plugging a Franco 
St. John, N. B. 
Film exhibiting history for the 


maritime provinces was made at the 
Mayfair in St. John last week, when 
an all French talking picture, ‘Par- 
lez-Moi D’Amour’ (‘Speak to Me of 
Love’), was screened for two days. 
This film was tied up with Mae West 
in ‘Go West Young Man,’ in a double 
bill program. 

Notices in French of the all French 
film were sent through the mails and 
over the telephone to temporary and 
permanent residents of French ex- 
traction. French organizations were 
also communicated with in behalf of 
the innovation. It was pointed out 
that here was an opportunity for the 
French to see and hear French 
screen players talking in their native 
language, for the first time. To the 
general English speaking public, in- 
vitation was broadcast through the 
local newspapers and on_ screen 
slides. to come to the Mayfair dur- 
ing the two days cited and brush 
up on the French they learned while 
at school, and since then, not used. 
Students of colleges and high 
schools were urged to take advan- 
tage of the opportunity of an ideal 
lesson in the French as it should 
be spoken. An effort wes made to 
interest the teachers, also. 


Mayo’s Howard Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
Archie Mayo’s next chore at 
Warners will be to direct Leslie 
Howard in a picture. Femme lead 
goes to Olivia de Havilland. 
‘Love Derby’ is the tertative title. 


the long-drawn out afternoon pro- 
ceedings and departed in droves. 

Dopesters, however, are figuring on 
a fuil house for the reopening, since 
local rags took Dickstein for a fine 
sleighride this year. 

Finai fate of the bill itself remains 
undecided; with the betting mostly 
on its collapse. New members of 
the committee, who represented an 
unknown quantity when the sterting 
pistol went off, appear to be scram- 
bling to the rescue of industry rep- 
resentatives and the guess is that 
they will be either too bored or too 
annoyed by Schulte and Dickstein to 
permit passage of the legislature 


when the shouting is over. 
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Now re-signed for the 3RD TIME 
to appear at the Chicago Theatre 
within the next 18 months at 


$8500 %2: 


OUR ENTIRE ORGANIZATION IS HAPPY AT THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO EXTEND TO YOU BOTH, YOLANDA AND 
FRANK, OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS 
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A. B. Momand Trying to 
Revive His Case Again 


Denver, Feb. 23, 


A. B. Moitend, whose case was 
tossed out of court by the U. S. dis- 
trict court in Oklahoma City, sub- 
mitted briefs and oral arguments to 
the U. S. circuit court of appeals, 
asking the higher court to order the 
district court to reinstate the case. 


‘ Momand, operator of theatres in 
Oklahoma, has around 15 claims 
aga:nst major producing companies 
and also some theatre chains oper- 
ating in Oklahoma, for alleged re- 
straint of trade and violation of anti- 
trust laws. 





Momand claims he was unable to | 


buy pictures on an equitable basis 
in several spots. Defendants, in their 
brief, make the charge that Momand 
is trying to make an investment of 
about $15 (said to have been paid 
for some of the claims) into a pos- 


sible judgment of approximately 
$5,000,000 (triple damages, in other 
words). 


The court heard the argument, 
giving each side about an hour each, 
and took the case under advisement, 
with no decision expected for sev- 
eral weeks. 

The case has been in federal courts 
since 1931, and was thrown out when 
Momand refused to make more par- 
ticular large portions of his bill of 
particulars. He is now contending 
the case should be tried on its merits. 

The case was transferred to Den- 
ver following the death in Oklahoma 
City of one of the judges hearing 
the case. 





Loew’s Rochester Rental 
Squabble; Asking Tilt 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 23. 


Clash over rental of Loew’s Roch- 
ester brought Joe Vogel to town to 
look over the Masonic Auditorium 
as alternative picture house. Audi- 
torium, 2,500 seater, is now used for 
occasional legit roadshows -under 
management of Will Corris, but Ma- 
sons are anxious to put it on regular 
income basis. It is more than a mile 
outside the main business district. 

The Rochester theatre, 4,500-seater, 
is owned by a Buffalo group with 
Fenyvessys here as minority. stock- 
holders. Rental was reduced during 
the depression and owners now want 
to put it back to former figure. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Robert Lord, writer-producer, 
given new producer contract at 
Warners. 

A. W. Sweatt, 13-year-old Arkansas 
moppet, optioned at Selznick-Inter- 
national. 

Republic renewed Ranny Weeks’ 
pact for six months. 

_Barbara Pepper received an op- 
tion lift on her acting contract at 
RKO. 

Warners took up the option on 
Joe May’s directorial pact. 

Dave Gould sigged new dance di- 
rector contract at Metro. 

Metro tagged Kenyon Nicholson 
and Mrs. Von Cube to writer con- 
tracts. 

_ Scott Darling sigged to term writ- 
ing covenant at Universal. 

Mary Maguire had her 
plucked at Warners. 

William Slavens McNutt sealed to 
term writing contract at RKO. 

Eugene Forde placed under direc- 
torial contract at 20th-Fox. 

Option pickuns on Geneva Sawyer, 
Paul McEvey, Phillipa Hilbere. Dor- 
othy Dearing. Shirley Deane, Easter 
Brodelet and Lynn Bari, plavers: Ar- 
thur, writer, and Robert Planck, at 
20th-Fox 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Metro has bought ‘Caprice,’ origi- 
nal by Dalton Trumbo. He’ll screen- 
play yarn for studio. Studio also 
took ‘Are You an Actor?’ original 
by Gunther von Fritsch, for a Pete 
Smith special. 

‘The Smiling Corpse.’ anonymous 
novel, taken by Warners. 

Mervyn LeRoy has purchased an 
unproduced musical comedy, ‘Return 
Engagement,’ which he'll produce for 
Warners. Piece was authored by 
Nancy Hamilton, James Shute and 
Rosemary Casey. 

‘Fight for Your Lady.’ original by 
Jean Negulesco and Isabel Leighton, 
bought by RKO as vehicle for Her- 


option 





Ohio ITO’s Attitude 


Columbus, Feb. 23. 


Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio passed a strong resolution at 
last directors’ meeting here opposing 
proposed conciliation board plan if 
boards are operated like the ‘arbi- 
tration’ boards which were outlawed 
by the Thacher decree. @ 








Erpi’s Two New Treasurers 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
has elected Charles Olajos and 
Robert A. Quinn as assistant treas- 
urers, 

The latter will be located in Los 
Angeles to handle contract, credit 
and financial details while Olajos will 





be headquartered in N, Y. 





| 
Seitz’s ‘Jimmy Valentine’ | 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. | 

George Seitz will direct ‘Alias |} 


Jimmy Valentine’ at Metro. Crook | 


epic gets the gun this week. 


Two Thrillers on Koenig, 


McRae Prod. Slate at U 


Holly wood, Feb. 23. 

Universal has selected twe action 
stories for itimediate production. 
Henry McRae and Ben Koenig, who 
will produce, will pick 
thrillers to complete the 
quota. 

First to go will be ‘West Coast 
Limited,’ based on an orig by Wads- 
worth Camp, and the second will be 
‘Night Patrol.’ 


two more 
season’s 


WB Lab Started 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


started 
two-story 


construction 
laboratory 


Warners has 
of its new 
building. 

Erection of the plant will eliminate 
shuttling of daily rushes from the 
Burbank studio to the present lab on 
Sunset boulevard in Hollywood. 





personally prefer 





bert Marshall. 

‘Headline Hunters.’ newspaper 
yarn by Lillian Worth and Edythe 
Zell, taken by 20th-Fox. 


- TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Columbia has changed ‘Women 
Are Poison’ to ‘There Goes My Girl’ 
and ‘Satisfaction Guaranteed’ to 
‘Too Many Wives.’ 
New handle on Metro’s ‘Skidding’ 
is ‘I Stand Accused.’ 











a light smoke. 








| trend 


Industrial and Educational Shorts 
Using More Professional Players 


A number of standard film and 
stage people, some of them formerly 


well-known stars, are finding more | 


or less steady employment in indus- 
trial and educational films, both as 
actors and directors. Producers of 
industrial subjects in and about New 
York this week reported a decided 
towards spotting these film 
vets in industrial pictures. 

Not only do manufacturers of 
commercial motion pix figure that 


| the names enhance the value of this 





An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women-—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated they 


Miss Anderson verifies the wisdom of this 
preference, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“It’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 


advertising subjects, but they have 
found that these satellites of former 
starring days quickly fit into roles. 
Makes a saving in elaborate 
tests and in preparing them for work 
in these,.productions, 

Numerous players of both silent 
and early talking picture days have 


screen 





A Light Smoke 


found a niche in the commercial 
film producing field, after having 
been screen-tested to re-establish 


their picture acting ability. 

Studios in the east making indus- 
trials estimate that 15 or more name 
players have landed steady jobs in 
the commercial producing division. 
In addition, a number of others have 
been set for bit parts. 


Charles Ray was tested while in 


New York a year or so ago. He is 
now playing in industrials on the 
Coast. Francis X. Bushman and 


Beverly Bayne, leads of silent cine- 
ma. also are prominent in commer- 
cial or advertising films Cullen 
Landis and Alan Forrest, also from 


(Continued on page 71) 


Judith Anderson says: 


“Luckies never irritate 
my throat” 


tA long successful run on Broadway 
is a ‘run’ on the actor’s endurance, 
as well. Particularly it’s a strain on 
our voices and throats. My present 
role in ‘Hamlet’ is a special strain 
because of the declamatory style of 
Shakespearian drama. Luckies were 
my choice when I began smoking... 
and today they are still my favorite 


cigarette. I enjoy their fine tobacco 
and I find my throat is much better 
off with a light smoke. Luckies never 
irritate my throat.” 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


hall 


“It’s Toasted”—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION AGAINST COUGH 
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9 HELD IN N.W’S 
PHONEY BANK 
DRAWINGS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 23. 
Nine persons have been rounded 
up and will be charged with grand 
larceny in a ‘bank night’ swindle that 
netted them more than $1,200 
fraudulent winnings from St. Paul, 





Stillwater, Little Falls, Minn., and | 
New Richmond, Wis., theatres. 
The scheme to beat the ‘bank’ 


old boy. Two women workers, mem- 
bers of the gang, registered at the 
theatres for the bank night prices 
and received tickets, the stubs of 
which were for future drawings. 
When the drawings were to take 
place the women would be in the 
audience as well as the boy who had 
been provided with a duplicate of the 


ticket stub in the drawing. When 
the theatre manager called for a 
child volunteer to make the drawing, 


the boy would rush up, stir his hand 
around in the stubs, and then pro- 
duce the one which he had held in 
his hand since entering the theatre 


in 


sys- | 
: | 
tem utilized the services of a 12-year- | 





| and which matched the ticket held 
by the woman, 

The arrests resulted from investi- 
gation of an attempt to defraud the 
Bluebird theatre, St. Paul, for which 
Theodore Sourek was sentenced to 
two-and-a-half years in the reforma- 
tory. Suspicion was directed to the 
gang, when the printer from whom 
Sourek had obtained the stub that he 
planned to use told police others had 
been buying similar tickets. 

It developed that the boy was paid 
$1 each time the group collected, ex- 
cept that he received a $2 bonus 
when a $300 prize was won. Those 
held by the St. Paul police include a 
former St. Paul theatre manager and 
| two WPA workers. 

All bank night gyps pleaded 
| guilty to second degree grand larceny 
| before District Court Judge Hugo H. 
Hanft. sentences to be pronounced 
late today or early tomorrow. Min- 
nesota Supreme Court Justice Harry 
H. Peterson several months ago, 
when Attorney-General, gave opinion 
|on bank night that it was a question 
of fact, each individual case to be 
taken up on its own merits and that 
every county attorney was to inquire 
after the facts and apply the law to 
tit. No prosecutions resulted from 
this side-stepping opinion. 

Conviction of this ring looks like 
lethal blow to banko here, since pub- 
lic credulity is shattered, and that 
peually apeia finis. — . 














































































HAYS SCOUT REPORTS 
A BULL-MARKET SOUTH 


A picture of humming exchange 
activity throughcut the South, South- 
west and Middle West was brought 
back by Arthur Dickinson of the 
Hays office after a tour of key city 
exchange centers to check the suc- 
cessful operation and handling of 
2,000-foot reels. He reported that 
branch managers attributed this un- 
usual activity to the better business 
in theatres and feeling that good 
prices would be paid for crops this 
season. Optimism was the keynote 
of all picture men he met. 

Dickinson visited Washington, 
Charlotte, Atlanta, New Orleans, 
Dallas, Oklahoma City, Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. He was 
absent from New York about three 
weeks. 
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Saunders Back at Par? 


Claude Saunders has resigned his 
executive post with the Ross Federal 
Bureau and, it is reported, may re- 
turn to Paramount. He was associ- 
ated with Par for many years in dis- 
tribution prior to the setup of Harry 
Ross’ checking company about eight 
years ago. 

Saunders was in cuarge of opera- 
tions under Ross, also formerly with 
Par. 








LUXER IN THE MIDDLE 


Femme Newspaper Groups 
For D. C. Dedications 





Rival 





Washington, Feb. 23. 
Trans-Lux executives stumbled 
squarely into the middle of a fem- 
inine feud last week in arranging 
plans for dedication of the local 
newsreel theatre going up in down- 
town sector. House is due for cham- 
pagning March 12. 
Taking sides between two warring 
groups of lady scribblers, Trans- Lux 
management’ invited Newspaper 
Women’s Club to sponsor the cele- 
bration at the opening. In doing so, 
Roland Robbins, manager of the 
house, snubbed the Women’s Na- 
tional Press Club, lustier body, 
which looks down the nose at the 
other outfit. 
Social war between the two gal 
organizations has been going on for 
several years. WNPC, which is 
bossed by working femme reporters, 
says NWC is gang of dilettantes 
whose fingers are never smudged 
with carbon paper and whose prin- 
cipal legwork is attending teas. In 
return, the NWC high-hats. the 
WNPC as group of crude wage slaves 
interested in sordid aspects of life. 


306-EMPIRE OPS. UNION 
MERGER NEXT IN LINE 


Absorption of Allied having been 
completed by Local 306, Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators of New 
York, plans are being discussed in 
connection with conferences looking 
to the absorption, also, of the Em- 
pire State Operators, the first of the 
independent booth unions to com- 
plicate the situation in Greater New 








York. A meeting may be held this 
week between Empire and 306 
forces, with members of Mayor La 


Guardia’s specially-appointed com- 
mission sitting in. Ben Golden, of 
that committee, a labor man him- 
self, is credited importantly-with the 
successful merger of 306 and Allied. 
Although Empire originally caused 
cross-picketing several years ago 
when Sam Kaplan was president of 
306, of late years this union was not 
near so troublesome as Allied, with 
Empire virtually confining itself to 
theatres in Brooklyn. 





Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Chicago exhibitors are readying 
for an old-time labor rumpus this 
coming fall when the question of a 
new wage agreement with the Mo- 
tion Picture Machine Operators come 
up again. There was the beginning 
of such a wrangle last fall, but it 
was quieted for the time being when 
the exhibs and operators decided to 
go along the present setup for an- 
other year. 


Metro’s Televish Short, 
Films’ First Recognition 
Metro is going to make television, 

and its advancement to date, the 

subject of a two-reel short. Will be 
first time pix have ever handled 
television. 

The short will seek to show pub- 
lic background of television, its 
gradual development to date, and 
what obstacles must yet be hurdled 
before it gets a fully sponsored 
broadcasting bow. 

Idea originated by Herb Morgan, 
Metro shorts exploiteer, who got o.k. 
from Coast. The p.a. is now re- 
searching around the East, mapping 
and detailing statistics in a script to 
be forwarded for final Coast polish. 
Flock of footage will be filmed in 
the television labs in East. 

Metro will give television to date 
its due and will not belittle nor 
begrudge what strides toward per- 
fection have been accomplished. 


7 . e 
Par’s Own Building 
Philadelphia, February 23. 
Paramount last week moved into 
new exchange quarters here, having 
built its own building. 
The company formerly 








leased 


Se 


Cinema de Paris, N. Y., 
Deal to Go Trans-Lux 
Temporarily Stymied 


No deal has been set between 
Franco-American Film Co., operat- 
ors of the Cinema de Paris, ma Wa: 
and the Trans-Lux Corp.- -Arthur 
Mayer, for latter two to acquire the 
theatre as a site for a newsreel 
house. I, Kaplan, head of Franco, 
says that attempts have been made 
by Lux group to negotiate a deal, 
but it is still pretty far off and can 
only be consummated at his price, 
Failing to get the property directly 
across the street from the Cinema, 
namely 55 Fifth Avenue, Trans- 
Luxers started to negotiate for the 
Cinema. 

Acquisition of the Cinema some- 
what simplifies the problems con- 
fronting the proposed buyers. In 
buying the theatre site it would re- 
quire only remodeling for increased 
seating from Cinema’s 260 to de- 
sired 600 and possibly other minor 
alterations. Site opposite is a regu- 
lar office building and would require 
complete reconstruction of lower 
portions to permit a theatre. 


Although Trans-Lux has been 
licensed by Commissioner Moss to 
start construction when and if it gets 
the landlord’s okay on the other 
property, it is reluctant to invest 
without the guarantee that the op- 
eration of the theatre will be per- 
mitted. Catch is the impending or- 
dinance that will prohibit additional 
theatres on Fifth, Park and Madison 
avenues. Ordinance now under 
consideration by the Board of Al- 
dermen and Board of Standards and 
is probable for okay very soon. Once 
established, it would eliminate the 
office building property as a theatre 
site and thereby checkmate Lux. 


Sale of the Cinema would leave 
N. Y. minus any straight French 
theatre for a time. Kaplan states 
that he would shop for an uptown 
location for his importations via 
Franco-American.. Deal has been 
reported set, but is only in the talk 
stage and has not, as yet, reached 
the figure stage. 


F&M Finds St. L. Bldg. 
Program Too Costly 


St. Louis, Feb. 23. 

With building costs soaring, re- 
vision of plans for altering and con- 
version of New Grand Central the- 
atre, owned by Fanchon & Marco, 
into Cinema Guild for showing of 
specialized features, will undergo 
drastic revision before work will be 
let.. Decision to defer completion of 
project was occasioned last week 
when Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v. p. and 
gen. mgr. of F & M, opened flock of 
bids for job and found them to range 
from $120,000 to $160,000 when orig- 
inal estimate was set at $75,000. 


Arthur tossed all bids into the bas- 
ket and is arranging trek to New 
York with Nat Koplar, another 
F & M exec, for a huddle with John 
Eberson, F & M’s architect, at which 
revision of plans will be made. 
Arthur asserts there will be no aban- 
donment of plans for conversion of 
house but the prohibitive cost has 
forced change in plans. Reopening 
of New Grand Central as Cinema 
Guild is expected to ease financial 
tap that F & M is undergoing in pay- 
ing rent on shuttered Shubert-Rialto 
and Orpheum theatres, both obtained 
last year when troubles with Warner 
Bros. were settled in New York. 














Allen Usher Upped 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Allen Usher, local exchange man- 
ager for Paramount, promoted to dis- 
trict managership. J. J. Donohue, 
Minneapolis branch manager, trans- 
ferred to head the Chicago exchange. 
. Promotion of Usher leaves the 
Film Board here without a president, 





since Usher had just been elected. 




















for 
| Hollywood and Para- 
} mount Pictures. 


Leaving Shortly 





Direction: 





Initial New York Theatre Appearance 


RUFE 
DAVIS 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
TWO WEEKS (Feb. 17th and 24th) 
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Doubling Hollywood Restaurant, New York | 
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Rollo Ogden Dead 
Rollo Ogden, 81, editor of the N. Y. 


Times since 1922, died in his apart-. 


ment at the Algonquin Hotei in New 
York on Feb. 22. Death was caused 
by pulraonary congestion, developed 
from a severe cold he contracted two 
weeks ago. 

When Ogden joined the Times edi- 
torial staff in May, 1920, he had 
already distinguished himself as edi- 
tor of the New York Evening Post. 
He became editor of the Times after 
the death of Charles Ransom Miller 
in 1922. 

Born in 1856 at Sand Lake, N. Y., 
Ogden was the son of a Presbyterian 
minister. He studied for two years 
at the Andover Theological Semin- 
ary and continued his training at 
Union Theological Seminary in 1879 
and 1880. In 1880 he went to Cleve- 
land as assistant pastor of Old Stone 
Church. At the age of 31 he decided 
to become a journalist and came to 
New York. He had four years of 
struggle to establish himself but in 
1891 joined the editorial staff of the 
Post. 

Ogden is the third of the major 
executives of the Times to have died 
in the past two years, the others 
being Louis Wiley and Adolph Ochs. 





Ad Solicitors Organize 


Formation of the Newspaper Ad- 
vertising Guild of Philadelphia and 
Camden to organize solicitors and 
other workers in advertising depart- 
ments on newspapers throughout the 
country was revealed last week. 
Charles P. Polk, president of the 
Newspaper Guild of Philadelphia 
and Camden organized the group 
meetings, which were held at Guild 
headquarters. Also active were 
Louis Hines, organizer for the A. F. 
of L. and Thomas McCarthy, chair- 
man of the Philadelphia Daily News 
Newspaper Guild unit. 

About 65 men and women have 
signed up since the first organiza- 
tion meeting, early in the monty, 
and application for an A. F. of L. 
charter has been made. It is even- 
tually planned to merge with the 
Newspaper Guild. About 500 are 
eligible in Philadelphia and the or- 
ganization will include not only so- 
licitors but all workers in the ad- 
vertising departments. 





D. C. Femmes’ Shindig 


Female Washington correspondents 
will stage their annual stunt dinner, 
counterpart of the swanky Gridiron 
Club blowout, Monday (1) before a 
bejeweled audience headed by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and a sprink- 
ling of grand dames from the diplo- 
matic corps. 

Besides women from official life, 
the distinguished guest list includes 
prominent businesswomen, including 
Margaret Bourke- White, photog- 
rapher; Dorothy Thompson, column- 
ist; Dorothy Kilgallen, reporter; Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner, monologist; An- 
tonia Brico, director of the New 
York Women’s Symphony, and Mar- 
cia Davenport, novelist. 

President of the club is Mary 
Hornaday of the Christian Science 
Monitor bureau. 





Woman Wants French Job 


For the first time in 100 years a 
woman has been nominated for the 
presidency of the important Societe 
de Gens de Lettres (Writers’ Society) 
in France. 

Mme. Camille Marbo, author of ‘La 
Station Voilee’ and ‘Celle qui Defiat 
l’Amour,’ has entered the race to suc- 
ceed Jean Vignaud in the election to 
be held on March 22. Oddly enough 
her hat was thrown into the ring by 
another candidate for the office, 
Maurice Renard. 

Stating that she had been in the 
organization for 10 years and that 
she had taken more than an active 
part during the last eight, she feels 
confident that she can handle the 
difficult position. 





rs UP Changes on Coast 


William Gordon has been named 
head of the United Press bureau in 
Los Angeles, succeeding Theon 
Wright, upped to a spot in the New 
York office. 

Other UP changes include resig- 
nations of Doug Harkness as Spo- 
kane, Wash., bureau manager to join 
the Visalia Times-Delta, and Mel 
Lord at Sacramento to become pub- 
lic relations counsel for the Cal. 
State board of equalization. 





L. A. Dailies Expand 


Los Angeles [Illustrated Daily 
News and Evening News is expand- 
ing. E. Manchester Boddy, publisher, 
has increased the outfit's space and 
plans to boost the mechanical de- 
partment. 

Both papers have increased circu- 
lation lately, necessitating the en- 
largement. 





Best Sellers 





‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) .... 


‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) . 





Best Sellers for the week ending Feb. 20, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 

Fiction 
seccccesscese BY Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) ...eeeeeseeee+-By W. D. Edmonds 
‘Late George Apley” ($2.50) ...ccccccccccscceees- BY John Marquand 
‘Street of Fishing Cat’ ($2.50). cccccccccccccccces 
‘Yang and Yin’ ($2.50) oeneee eee eeeeeeeeereeee 
‘Sound of Running Feet’ ($2.50) ....eesee0+++-By Josephine Lawrence 

Non-Fiction 


‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) .... 


ereeee ee. 


‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50)......By Dr. Victor G. Heiser 
‘Nine Old Men” ($2.50) ........ By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 
a eee re er By Marjorie Hillis 
‘Lancer at Large’ ($2.75) ...... 50 s00e 6eeeeee 
‘The Mundeed Years’ (63.00). dee sce dceeeiecss.... By Philip Guedella 


...By Jolan Foldes 
...By Alice T. Hobart 


BAe te By Dale Carnegie 


.By Francis Yeats Brown 








Cheaper Mailing—Maybe 

Authors would save money in at- 
tempting to peddle their output in 
the event Congress agrees to a bill 
offered last week by Senator Arthur 
Vandenburg of Michigan. 

Amending the present laws gov- 
erning classification of mail matter, 
Vandenberg’s bill would authorize 
the Post Office to carry manuscripts 
at the third or fourth class rates in- 
stead of the present first-class fee 
of 3c an ounce. Charge for third 
class matter is 1%4c. for each two 
ounces, while fourth-class__ stuff 
travels at much less, varying from 
7c per pound to $7.74 for 70 pounds, 
according to distance. 

Despite impression to the contrary 
widely held in scribbling circles, 
manuscripts must go at the 3c rate 
at present, except when accom- 
panied by proofs. This means that, 
until the author’s piece is accepted 
and galley proofs are returned, first- 
class rate applies to every mailing. 





Ernest Marshall Dies 

Ernest Marshall, 70, London cor- 
respondent of the New York Times 
from 1908 to 1924, died of a heart 
attack in London on Feb. 20. He 
had been suffering from a severe 
bronchial illness for several months. 

Since his retirement 13 years ago, 
Marshall had never been in good 
health, but continued to visit the 
places his London newspaper friends 
frequented, and kept up his associa- 
tions. Born in Leeds, he first con- 
tributed articles to the Catholic 
Times. Then he attracted the atten- 
tion of James Gordon Bennett and 
became a staff member of the Paris 
edition of the N. Y. Herald. In 1900 
he was sent to London to take charge 
of a new bureau created there by 
Bennett and remained for three or 
four years. Recalled to Paris, he 
was put in charge of the Herald. He 
had an attack of pneumonia in 1905 
and never fully recovered. After 
some free-lancing for British and 
American newspapers, he made a 
trip to New York in 1908 and re- 
turned as London correspondent of 
the N. Y. Times,, with a commission 
to set up a liaison with other capitals, 
and establish a Euvopean service. 
After the war he continued his work, 
but his precarious health forced him 
into retirement in 1924. 





Authors’ Guild Get-together 

Squawks from members that there 
isn’t enough social activity among 
writers in the east, brought the Au- 
thors’ Guild to inaugurate a test tea 
at the Algonquin hotel, N. Y., Thurs- 
day (18) with Fanny Hurst presiding, 
and Dorothea Brande making the 
speech. About 100 authors showed 
up and affair will be held once 
monthly now because considered so 
successful. 

Idea is to have one short talk 
and devote the rest of the afternoon 
to gossip and chatter. Authors’ 
League is not a social organization, 
activities being pretty much limited 
to business matters and offices hav- 
ing no space for chit-chat. 





Emerson Harris Dead 


Emerson P. Harris, 83, died at his 
home in Franklinsville, N. Y., on 
February 17. He retired 20 years 
ago as a publisher of trade journals 
and founder in 1908 of the Harris- 
Dibble Co., brokerage firm which 
specializes in locating property for 
publishers. 

Harris began his career as a writer 
and representative of engineering 
journals in 1878 and a broker in pub- 
lishing property in New York City 
in 1898. 





Life on the Set 


Ralph Steiner, photographer fer 
Life, is on the Coast to get a chrono- 
logical group of pictures covering 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Castle in Spain.’ 
He will sit in on every phase of the 
film’s production. . 

So far he has lensed Clifford Odets 
and Lewis Milestone, writer and di- 
rector, in collaborative story confabs 
with Wanger. 








Newspaper Guild and Stern 

Philadelphia Newspaper Guild is 
waiting a response from J. David 
Stern, Record publisher, to a letter 
demanding sweeping changes in his 
contract with the editorial em- 
ployees. 

Letter asks that the publisher ap- 
rly to the Guild when he needs to 
employ men; that men maxcing more 
than $4,500 per year be put on a 
five-day week, same as other em- 
ployees; time and one-third for 
hourly overtime, double time on day 
off; no docking for sick 
minimum for reporters 
years experience; $60 minimum for 
photogs with five years experience; 
$65 minimum for copyreaders, re- 
write men and reporters used for 
rewrite; all other employees, $22 
minimum, one year’s experience, 
$27.50 minimum. 

Letter was reprinted in full on 
front page of the Philly Sunday 
Transcript. It throws back at the 
publisher all the preaching he has 
been doing for the past several 
years in his editorial columns. 

What, it is understood, is par- 
ticularly irksome to Stern was the 
concluding paragraph: ‘...the Guild 
congratulates the management on its 
markedly successful year and hopes 
that the coming year will see the 
Record’s editorial employees having 


a greater share in the revenues of | 


this great enterprise, which their 


work has helped to build.’ 





Pictorial Folds 


Mid-Week Pictorial, which was 
purchased several months ago from 
the N. Y. Times by Monte Bourjaily, 
former general manager of the 
United Feature Syndicate, folds with 
the issue of Feb. 20. 


Temporary suspension was an- 
nounced, with Judge, humorous 


magazine bought by the same cor- 
poration, being offered to subscrib- 
ers as a substitute for refunds. Bour- 
jaily expects to revive Pictorial in 
the near future. 





Mrs. FDR’s Autobiog Set 


Publication of Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s autobiography will begin 
in the April issue of the Ladies Home 
Journal. A literary reception in her 
honor will be held by the editors 
this afternoon (24), in New York, in 
the Journal editorial offices. Receiv- 
ing, with Mrs. Roosevelt, are editors 
Bruce, Gould, Eeatrice Gould, Doro- 
thy Thompson and Alice Duer Miller. 
Number of prominent authors, ed- 
ttors and writers have been invited. 





Fawcett Alumni 


William Gibbs, executive editor of 
Fawcett’s Hollywood fan mags, has 
resigned, 

Edward J. Smithson, assistant man- 
aging ed, has stepped in to handle 
until John Leroy Johnston succeeds 
Harry Hammond Beall as manag- 
ing ed on March 1. Beall becomes as- 
sistant to W. H. Fawcett, publisher. 
Gordon Fawcett will become office 
manager in Hollywood. 


Two ‘Low Companies’ 

Mark Benney, who has just com- 
pleted a three-year sentence for 
burglary in England, will have his 
book ‘Low Company’ published here 
by Random House under the title 
‘Angels in Undress,’ Switch in title 


is due to the fact that a book with! 


the same title was published here 
by Vanguard last week. 

Author spent his youth in reform 
schools and prisons and his book is 
a frank description of the London 
underworld. 





Here Comes Milady 
Woman’s Digest. pocket-size mag, 
changes its name to Milady with the 
March issue. Every issue of the 


magazine will henceforth be a spe-| 


cial number, first dealing with Hol- 


lywood and titled ‘Behind the 
Screen.’ Next number will be de- 
voted to. working girls. Mag is ed- 


ited by Hugo Gernsback in New 


York. 


leave; $50 | 
with five | 


Anti-Cut Rate Bill where he has spent the past ten win- 
Left to the jaw, aimed at cut-rate| ters. His 25th novel, ‘Crucible,’ will 
book sellers, was delivered last week | be out next month. 
when Representative Bert Lord of Translation of Louis - Ferdinand 
N. Y. introduced a bill in Congres: | Celine’s second novel will be titled 
to prohibit sale of literature at); ‘Death on the Installment Plan.’ 
prices less than the original purchase | Constance Phillips, author of Pho- 
price. | topoems,’ has gone to London with 
Legislation to regulate the drug! her husband for the coronation. 
and department store sale of best-| Paul Coslowe out as radio ed of 
sellers at reduced prices stipulates | the N. Y. Daily Worker. Charles E. 
a fine of not more than $500, or a| Dexter, feature editor, moved over 
maximum jail sentence of one year | to Coslow’s spot. 
for first offenders. Second offenders May Sarton’s first volume of poems 
would be fined and imprisoned. | out this week. Author understudied 
Penalty would be imposed on} Eva Le Gallienne and founded the 
‘whoever shall deliver to any indi-| Apprentice Theatre in N. Y. 
vidual any book pursuant to the sale Nettie S. Tillett has edited a book 
thereof in interstate commerce with- | titled ‘How Writers Write’ with chap- 
out exacting frem such individual! ters by Joseph Conrad, Harold Nich- 
the full purchase price of such book.’ | olson and Somerset Maugham. 
Willie Snow Ethridge, wife of the 
general manager of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and Times, has writ- 
ten her first novel, ‘As I Live and 
Breathe.’ 

Lynton Hudson has 
Zsolt Harsanyis ‘Life and Loves of 
Franz Liszt.’ Author is the founder 
of a Hungarian weekly, Szinhazi Elet 
(Theatrical Life). 

Candido Galdo, head of the Inter- 
national Copyright Bureau of Cuba, 
is coming to N. Y. April 1, prepara- 


Wilson Hicks to Life 

Wilson Hicks, executive assistant 
in charge of the Associated Press 
news photo service, will resign 
March 1 to become one of the edi- 
tors of Life. Hicks is succeeded on 
the A.P. job by Edward Stanley, also 
an executive assistant to Kent Coop- 
er, general manager of the associa- 
tion. | 

Stanley has heretofore been in 
charge of the A.P.’s membership de- 


translated 





partment. Before that he had ex-|tory to a London trip for conferences 
perience in the A.P.’s feature and/on copyright laws. 
| foreign service, and was news editor ‘What Ho!’, written as a Gary 


in Kansas City for the southwestern! Cooper vehicle for Major Pictures, is 
division before taking over the mem- |} being issued in novel form by Min- 
bership job. | ton-Balch in New York and Robert 
Hale, I td., in London. 

Sonya Foss has succeeded Jerre 

Henry Powers, 79, one of the old-| Mangione as head of the publicity at 
est active newspapermen in the| McBride's. Latter has gone to Wash- 
| United States, died at his home in| ington as editor of the Resettlement 
Middletown, N. Y., on Feb. 19. He| Administration Magazine. 
had been in the business 64 years. Eve Currie, daughter of Mme. Cur- 

Powers began newspaper work‘ at| rie, has just finished her mother’s 
15 and never left it. He first served| biography. Book will be simultane- 
as a printer's apprentice and then as| OUSly Published in seven countries, 
a reporter on a weekly in Groton,| With Vincent Sheehan doing the Eng- 
N. Y., his home town. In 1898 he| lish translation. 
went to Middletown, and, until his Anna Roosevelt Dall Boettiger, 
illness and advancing age forced him | @aushter of President Roosevelt and 
to take an indefinite leave of absence | husband of John Boettiger, publisher 
last summer, he covered news in that | Of Hearst’s Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
vicinity. is an associate editor of that paper 
and will write a column for it. 

Andre Malraux, French novelist 
who has been leading the Interna- 
tional Air Squadron in defense of 


publisher, died in: St. Paul Feb. 19, | Saadrid, arrives here today (24) on 
from injuries sustained in falling and the Paris. The Nation will ove & 
breaking a hip a week before. He dinner for him and for Louis Fischer 
was 80 peers old. on Feb. 26 in N. Y. 

As a member of the Minnesota Jock Munro, stage manAgee Of 
House of Representatives, he intro- tour with ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ has 
duced the measure which prohibits written several juve books and last 
sale of liquor within two miles of week contracted for two more, 
the State Fair grounds. Random House will publish Ar- 
thur Kober’s new play ‘Having a 
Wonderful Time’ and ‘Brother Rat’ 
by John Monks, Jr., and Fred R, 
Finklehoffe. 

Robinson Jeffers will have a new 
book of poetry out in the Fall titled 
‘Such Counsels You Gave Me.’ 

Bernard De Voto has nearly fin- 
ished his new novel titled ‘Mountain 


Henry Powers Dead 











Charles Richard McKenney Dead 
| Charles Richard McKenney, early 
Minnesota newspaper editor and 





Busy Richard Carroll 

Richard Carroll, who has a serial, 
‘Hell Bent,’ currently in Liberty, will 
have a novel, ‘Mexican Gallop,’ com- 
ing out next month. 

Carroll, on the radio scripting staff 
of Lord & Thomas, has also sold a 
story, ‘The Lost Opera,’ to Sol Lesser | 





‘ Time.’ 
for a Bobby Breen picture. Harvey O’Connor is writing “The 
Guggenheims: The Making of an 


Conn, Correspondents’ Party 

Biennial gridiron dinner of the 
Laurel Club, organization of Con- 
necticut legislative correspondents, 
has been set for April 28 at the Hart- 
ford Club, Hartford, Conn. 

Only free ticket will be issued to 
Gov. Wilbur L. Cross. 


American Dynasty.’ 

J. P. McEvoy and his new wife 
left last week on a world tour to be 
gone a year. 


Studio Placements 


(Continued from page 21) 
Blystone. Robert Dudlev, Frank Ras- 
mussen, “Toast of New York.’ RKO. 

Russ Powell, ‘The Woman I Love,’ 








Aubrey Graves In Denver 
Aubrey Graves, former managing 
editor of the Fort Worth, Texas, 
Press, now has the same job on the 


Denver News. Both are Scripps- | RKO. 
Howard papers. Isobal La Mal, Blanche Rose, 
He was formerly on the N. Y. Mitchell Ingraham, Jerry Tucker, 


Mary Ellen Purcell, ‘Outcast of Poker 
Flats,’ RKO. 

Bruce Mitchell, Bud Jamieson, 
‘Satisfaction Guaranteed,’ RKO, 

Stanley Andrews, Roger Imhof, 
‘Hieh, Wide and Handeome.’ Par, 

Grady Sutton. Jeen Dixon. Avalon 
Boys, Albee Sisters, ‘Turn Off the 
Moon,’ Par. 

Jonathan Hale, Tommy Bupp, “The 
Yeors Are So Lone.’ Par. 

Mark Kellv, Clyde Bruckman, 
scriptin? ‘Cuckon Collese.’ Por. 

Ted Koehler. lyrics: Jerry Bergen; 
A. Edward Sutherland, direct ‘Artists 
on? Models.’ Par. 

Nina Camrans, ‘Night Kev,’ UJ. 
| Boyce de Gaw. Isabel Dawn, 
| scripting ‘Service De Luxe.’ U. 

Robert N. Lee, scrinting, ‘Armored 
Car,’ w. 

Adele Commandini. scripting ‘Live 
Alone and Like It,’ U. 

Alan Mowbray. Katharine Alexan- 
der. ‘As Good as Married.’ U. 

William Gargan. ‘Prescrintion for 
Romence’ and ‘Wines Over Hono- 
lulu.’ U. 

Nan Grey. Robert Wilcox: Lester 
Cols, «eriptin«s: Milton Carruth, di- 
rect. ‘The Cop, U. 

Gloria Holden. Cilbert Emerv. Jo- 
right, now heading Lyons & Lyons | seph Schildkraut. Barton MacLane, 


World-Telegram. 





Mag on Rare Books 

Reading and Collecting is a new 
monthly review of rare and recent 
books, edited and published by Ben 
Abramson in Chicago. H. B. Pettee 
and William J. Benneman are asso- 
ciates. 

Sells for 25c. a copy. 


CHATTER 

Joseph C. Lincolr in Florida. 

Maysie Grieg back in N. Y. from 
Haiti. 

Arthur 
| California. 
H. R. Knickerbocker leaving for 
| Europe again March 1. 
| Whitfield Cook, stage manager, has | 
| a piece in the March issue of Story. 
| Sale of Delineator to Pictorial Re- 
view has been formally ratified by 
stockholders. 

Ralph Roeder and his wife, Fania 
Mindell. have gone to Haiti for vaca- 
| tion. 
| Pete Cross, formerly with Live- 

















Guiterman wintering in 








story dept. Robert Barrat. John Titel. Donald 
Oliver La Farge has finished a new Cris ”. Baap wee ‘The Story of 
novel titled ‘The Enemy Gods. Deals | ~ nile rien Michael Mark. * 1 
with Navajo Indians Sonn WE. a picket naa 
* zurke, ; 
Ben Ames Williams has left Bos- | i Sheridon, ‘Madcap Heiress, 





ton for a vacation at Sea Island, Ga.. | 
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Mr 


to step up your grosses to new record highs in a 
laugh-sparking, sky-larking, kiss-and-run romance! - 











%, Tyrone of “Lloyds of London” fame, and lovely 
a Loretta are “that way’... with dashing Don 
Ameche, radio and screen favorite, as the third 


that makes a crowd. Every merry minute is good 





news for the good old ticket-machine ! 


TYRONE LORETTA DON 


POWER-YOUNG-AMECHE 


LOVE TS NEWS 


with 


SLIM SUMMERVILLE * DUDLEY DIGGES 
WALTER CATLETT * GEORGE SANDERS 
JANE DARWELL + STEPIN FETCHIT : 

PAULINE MOORE | 


Directed by Tay Garnett 


Associate Producers Earl Carroll and Harold Wilson * Screen play by Harry Tugend ; 
and Jack Yellen + Story by William R.Lipman and Frederick Stephani a 


Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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INTERNAL REVENUE DOES TAX THE HARD 
WAY AND WONT HELP ITSELF OR RADIO BIZ 





Security Tax Contradictions Numerous—Confusion 
General — Buck-Passing Universal — Many Per- 
formers Not Being Protected 


a 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Confusion in the radio business 
about who is responsible for Fed- 
eral old-age-benefit taxes will con- 
tinue indefinitely, as far as the U. S. 


Internal Revenue Bureau is con- 

cerned. 
With broadcasters uncertain 

whether they must pay for all talent, 


whether the buck can be passed to 
booking agents or sponsors or act or 
orchestra leaders or some other 
party government is reluctant to is- 
sue any general interpretations of the 
law or rulings which will serve as a 
policy guide for radio or any other 
branch of show biz. So far nothing 
resembling a precedent has been 
established, and Federal lawyers are 
not disposed to set up any yardsticks 
which will help out harrassed em- 
ployers. 

As declared by Variety several 
weeks ago, each particular case of 
doubi must be submitted to the gov- 
ernment via internal revenue collec- 
tors in the various districts before 
any positive declaration can be made. 
This means endless correspondence, 
long delays and general dissatisfac- 
tion. Although swamped with re- 
quests for rulings, the Federal au- 
thorities refuse to simplify their own 
work, as well as the work of em- 
ployers, by promulgating advisory 
opinions. 

A year may be required to bring 
some regularity and establish the de- 
sired standards. Every controvesy 
will have to go through numerous 
hands, with Washington having the 
final say. 

Secrecy, Too 

So far a number of disputes have 
been settled, but the Revenuers will 
not publish the particular decisions. 
Position is that since every case de- 
pends upon exact circumstances, no 
special good wculd come from dis- 
closure of the rulings made to date. 
In some of the problems already set- 
tled conflicting interpretations have 
been made. 

Confusion is typified by the situa- 
tion relating to vaudeville acts and 
orchestras. With final answer de- 
pending upon precise contracts in 
each case, Federal lawyers have re- 
plied both ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in response 
to questions whether hotels, niteries 
and theatres are liable for the tax 
on compensation paid these enter- 
tainers. If the act owner or band 
leader contracts with the hotel or 
theatre, he and not the hotel or thea- 
tre generally is the person who must 
pay the tax. This is not a clear-cut 
policy, however, as the government 
in some cases has held the individual 
performers and musicians were em- 
ployees of the theatre or hotel. 

Its all wound up in the question of 
who is an ‘independent contractor’ 
under the law, which cannot be an- 
swered easily. Radio entertainers, 
vaude actors, band members, film ex- 
tras, dancers, etc., may or may not be 
‘independent contractors.’ They may 
or may not be ‘employees.’ Even 
when they are ‘employees’—which is 
not easily determined—the question 
still remains, who is the ‘employer’? 

They’re Bored 

Washington is very, very bored 
with it all. The Revenue people will 
not talk for publication about the 
situation and will not give any writ- 
ten advice to employers who ask for 
help. Some experts have handed out 
informal oral opinions, but in a num- 
ber of incidents different Federal 
‘ex certs’ have taken conflicting posi- 
tions.. It’s all a terrific muddle as far 
as sovernment is concerned. 

As a result of this situation, nu- 
merous practices are being followed 
in different industries and even with- 
in the same industry. In radio, the 
networks and majority of stations 
have mere or less adopted a policy 
of passing the buck. Webs appear to 
be paying texes only for the clerical 
and technical forces employed on a 
weekly basis and talent carried on 
the rayroll. This means regular staff 
announcers, entineers, house orches- 
tras. and small number of artists are 
considered employees, but the bulk 
of talent is left out of the picture as 
‘indonendent contractors.’ 2 

Even though they may be under 
contract to appear for prolonged se- 
ries of programs, artists generally 

are not regarded by the networks as 





‘New Bedford Speaks’ 


New Bedford, Mass., Feb. 23. 

WNBH, New Bedford, has a 
sponsored man - in - the - street 
broadcast which uses a_ goat. 
When those quizzed err on an- 
swers, manny’s tail is tugged 
and animal emits a raucous 
‘baa,’ which serves as an elim- 
inating gong. 

Program is called ‘New Bed- 
ford Speaks.’ 











their employees. If they go on sus- 
taining programs they are considered 
‘independent contractors’; if they are 
on sponsored programs they may be 
either ‘independent contractors’ or 
‘employees’ of the agency, the spon- 
sor, the concert bureau, or somebody 
else, but, at any rate, they are not 
network ‘employees.’ 





Los Angeles, Feb. 23. 
Just who should have the worry 
of deducting the California state un- 
employment insurance tax and book- 
keeping it over to the proper cof- 
fers has musicians, niteries and radio 


workers irked here. ; 
California Unemployment’ Re- 
serves Commission, which handles 


this stuff, held a meeting here last 
week. Union musicians argued 
hotels, radio, agencies, sponsors and 
niteries should divide the responsi- 
bility of paying off for bands, etc. 
Hotels and network mouthpieces 
passed the buck to the music con- 
tractors and ork leaders. Agencies 
somebody should pay, but not they. 

Commission members indicated 
that various units would be classed 
as employers, therefore forcing them 
under the law to deduct the duty 
and payoff. 


$250 MAGAZINE STORY 
FOR BARRYMORE SKIT 


Radio dramatization made from a 
magazine story will be heard on the 
Bayer Aspirin program over NBC- 
blue tonight (Wed.). Ethel Barry- 
more will do radio playlet fashioned 
from a yarn by Erika Zastrow, which 
appeared in the January issue of 
Pictorial Review under title of ‘This 
Is Tomorrow.’ 

Blackette - Sample - Hummert, 
agency on account, purchased air 
dramatization right for $250. No 
shortage of available plays for ether 
purposes prompted buy of the mag 
story. Just figured it was a good 
piece for Miss Barrymore to enact. 











Pederson Manages KOL 


Hollywood, Feb, 23. 
Elmer Pederson, KNX national 
sales manager, has been named 
manager of KOL, Seattle. 
He succeeds to thé position va- 
cated through the death two months 
ago of Norman Storm. _ 





(gan will be changed 





WGN DROPS TRIB PLUG: 


NOW ‘VOICE OF PEOPLE’ 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Complete divorcement of the Chi- 
cago Tribune name and label from 
WGN goes into effect immediately, 
with the station removing the tag, 
‘Tribune Square, Chicago,’ from its 
station-break identification. 

It will use in the future, ‘WGN, 
the Voice of the People.’ However, 
there is a possibility that this slo- 
if something 
more suitable comes along. Station 
has requested its listeners to send in 
their suggestions. 


CHIROPRACTORS 
IN NJ. SEEK N.Y. 
BIZ VIA AIR 








Group of New Jersey chiroprac- 


| tors have bought 15-minute program 


for each Sunday night at 6:45 o’clock 
on WNEW, N. Y., figuring it an easy 
way to attract business in Greater 
New York area. Chiropractors are 
not banned in New Jersey but they 
long have felt the need of obtaining 
additional business in forbidden 
N. Y. area. Figured radio most log- 
ical means of doing it. 

Vincent Burns, not a chiropractor, 
conducts the broadcasts in behalf of 
Chiropractic Information Bureau. 
Prospective patients are obtained by 
inviting listeners to write in regard- 
ing more data on this method of 
treatment. 





400 Singers Go 400 Miles; 
KSL Special Show May 30 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 23. 

Utah will be radio focal point of 
the nation’s Memorial day observ- 
ance May 30. Salt Lake City Cham- 
ber of Commerce Monday (22) ap- 
propriated $4,000 for the Mormon 
tabernacle choir broadcast from 
Zion’s national canyon. 

Community ‘bee’ will have 400 
choristers, singing at the base of the 
Great White Throne, most famous 
scenic attraction in park, will pre- 
sent a one-hour concert of sacred 
and patriotic music. KSL-CBS af- 
filiate here, will pipe songfest from 
site over a national hookup. 

Park is 400 miles from here. 


They Like Dickens 


Buffalo, Feb. 23. 

Charles Dickens is clicking with 
Buffalo air fans. So successful have 
been serialized presentations of ‘A 
Tale of Two Cities,’ ‘Barnaby Rudge’ 
and ‘David Copperfield’ that ‘Bleak 
House’ is now being readied for an 
early March hearing. 

Herbert Colin Rice, producing 














manager, will direct and star. 





McCann-Erickson Decision Echoes 
Door Slams for Radio Freelancers 





Freelance program ‘idea’ men are 
finding the doors of the New York 


agencies virtually sealed to ’em. 


Even the established creators are 
running up against an insurmount- 
able wall of ‘no.’ Agencies silk- 
glove the writers but refuse to look 
at their brainchildren. 


What scared the agencies was the 
recent court decision which award- 
ed a woman $2,000 from McCann- 
Erickson after she had sued for $18,- 
000 on grounds an idea submitted by 
her to agency (claimed not even 
been looked at), later popped up as 
a program. Fact that she was 
awarded a-slice of coin in’such a 
precedent-setting court decision has 
the agencies jittery and consequent- 





ly leery of looking at anything sub- 





mitted by other than own staff mem- 
bers. 

Freelancers are finding selves fur- 
ther blocked by agency ideas of 
prestige which dampen possibilities 
of using small indie’ stations in the 
New York area, to showcase pro- 
grams and in this manner bring ’em 
to agencies’ attention and mayhap 
achieve sales for big-league com- 
mercial use. Agencies are reluctant 
to take programs after indie small- 
ies have had ’em first as sustainers. 
There have, of course, been some 
exceptions. Standard reply, how- 
ever, is that airing on the small sta- 
tions takes the newness off the pro- 
grams, and hence virtually invali- 
dates ’em for subsequent big-league 
use. 

‘Idea’ men may find a way out of 
their dilemma, but haven't as yet. 





SS 


— 





tax commitments that way. 





Radio Stars’ Income Taxes 


Radio stars are now mulling the idea of having their contracts paid 
off in installments over a term of years. 
the highest income brackets and thus stand off the very stiff tax raps, 

Authors of one current Broadway stage hit are known to have 
worked out a similar arrangement with a film company which can’t 
screen the play until next year anyway. Authors get so much this 
year, another installment when picture starts shooting, and two other 
payments in the two years thereafter. Idea is to stagger the income 


Idea, frankly, is to avoid 








JACK DEMPSEY DISCS 
- FOR NEHI SOFT DRINK 


Jack Dempsey is star of series of 
13 waxed half-hour shows spotted 
on 41 stations around country for 
Nehi, Inc., soft-drink manufacturer. 
Series, run off on weekly basis, gets 
under way March 15. First time in 
five years that the ex-champeen has 
been on commercial radio on other 
than single-shot guestee appearance. 

Transcribed programs will each 
contain two dramatizations of differ- 
ent phases of Dempsey’s career from 
back in day of his Gunboat Smith 
fight to current era which finds him 
in the eatery biz. Guest entertain- 
ers also on periods, among ’em Han- 
nah Williams (Mrs. D.), Irene Bor- 
doni, Jean Sargent, Benay Venuta 
and Willard Robison. 


Programs produced by Jean V. 
Grombach, Inc. James A. Green 
agency, of Atlanta, set account. 


Show will be billed ‘Idol of Millions.’ 

Stations which will carry series 
are WSB, Atlanta; WHO, Des 
Moines; KMOX, St. Louis; WDAF, 
Kansas City; WJDX, Jackson, Miss.: 
WKY, Okla. City; KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh; WMC, Memphis; WFAA, Dal- 
las; WRVA, Richmond: KGO, San 
Francisco; WJAX. Jacksonville; 
WDAE, Tampa; WTOC, Savannah; 
KWKH, Shreveport; WGY, Schenec- 
tady; WDOD, Chattanooga; WTAR, 
Norfolk; WDBJ, Roanoke: WBRC, 
Birmingham; WWNC. Asheville; 
WIS, Columbia, S. C.; WTAM, Cleve- 
land: WOAI, San Antonio; WSFA, 
Montgomery, Ala.; KTUL, Tulsa; 
WJAR, Providence; WSM, Nashville; 
WENR, Chicago: WBT, Charlotte; 
WLW, Cincinnati: KTAR, Phoenix: 
KFI, Los Angeles; WDRC, Hartford: 
WJSV, Washington; WIOD, Miami: 
WHAS, Louisville; WWL, New Or- 
leans; WFBC, Greenviile, S. C. and 
KPRC, Houston. 





New Television School 





Kansas City, Feb. 23. 

Arthur B. Church and J. Leslie 
Fox, prez and commercial manager, 
respectively, of KMBC, Kansas City, 
are among the directors named in 
the application for a charter cover- 
ing the newly created Television In- 
stitute of America. Purpose, as 
stated in the articles of incorpora- 
tion, is to operate a television and 
radio school. 

G. L. Taylor is president of the 
institute. He was v.p. and head of 
the training division of First Na- 
tional Television, Inc., an affiliate of 
WXBY, K. C. high fidelity outlet, 
from which Church was discon- 
nected following a court battle. 


WGN-Union Sign Pact 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

WGN has just completed new con- 
tract with the local Electrical Work- 
ers’ union which calls for an increase 
in wage scale and a decrease in 
working hours. 

Engineers’ wages have been 
hopped from $1.25 an hour to $1.50 
per, with the working hours sliced 
to 40 each week. New deal is for 
two years. 


Camel, Sans Oakie? 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Discussions are now going on with 
a view to keeping Jack Oakie’s col- 
legiate show for Camel on the air 
through the summer. 

If sponsor okays, it will be 
stripped down with only a frameup 
of the present setup retained. Oakie 
would give way to a less expensive 
ringmaster. 














MARRIED OVER THE AIR 


Waycross, Ga., Feb. 23. 

George Tucker, dance orchestra 
leader, and Gwendolyn Griffin, his 
singer and swinger, were married 
in the main studio of WAYX here 
and the marital ceremonial was 
aired. 

Both have been heard in commer- 
cial programs over WAYX. 





Criminal Clause 


In Advertising 
Law Looks Cold 


Washington, Feb. 23. 

Control of food and drug advertis- 
ing by the Agriculture Department 
was recommended last week by the 
Senate Commerce Committee in a 
lengthy report urging passage of the 
Copeland bill putting new teeth in 
present statutes against misbranding 
and adulteration. 

With the measure hitting radio 


specifically, as well as publications 
of all types, the committee advocated 
enforcement of proposed ban against 
misleading propaganda by injunc- 
tions rather than criminal action. 
This change from prior bills is ex- 
pected to quiet much of the opposi- 
tion from radio, newspapers and 
magazines. Remarking that there is 
no dispute deceptive patter should be 
eliminated, committee said injunc- 
tion method is most equitable way 
of handling the situation. . 

Under the bill, both the Food and 
Drug Administration, an Agricultural 
Department bureau, and the Federal 
Trade Commission would ride herd 
on broadcasters and sponsors. The 
F. T. C. would be able to proceed 
against advertisers using unfair 
means of competition while the Food 
and Drug outfit would take action 
against persons whose activities may 
injure public health. 


UNIVERSITY STUDIES 
RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Detroit, Feb. 23. 
Garnet Garrison’s class of students 
at Wayne University here have been 


assigned the task of doing a show- 
manship survey of Detroit radio sta- 
tions. Class studies, in general, two 
broad subjects: why certain pro- 
grams click and others don’t and why 
certain stations are successful and 
others not. 

Reprints of VaRieTy’s recent and 
annual showmanship survey are be- 
ing studied by the class before em- 
barking on its own research. 














ALIEN EARS COUNTED 


WEBENX, Bronx Station, Pegs ’Em By 
Nationalities 








WBNX, Bronx, N. Y., broadcaster, 
which carries a carload of foreign- 
lingo programs, has made survey of 
listening audiences. 

Combing Greater New York City, 
WBNX has completed charts which 
indicate that less than one-third of 
the 10,901,424 population in area are 
native born or native parentage; that 
out of total 2,347,500 radioed homes, 
1,187,721 are so-called ‘foreign,’ 
469,074 are native born of native 
parentage, 620,551 are foreign and 
mixed parentage. ‘ 

Jewish market is pegged at 1,890,- 
300 persons, Italian at 1,522,946, Ger- 
man at 1,236,758, Spanish at 200,000, 
Polish at 661,691. 





WBNS, Col., Withdraws 
Use of Disputed Title 


After receiving a protest from 
Publicity Associates, New York, that 
it held priority rights to ‘Family 
Counselor’ title and idea, WBNS, 
Columbus, Ohio, has agreed to with- 
draw program using that name and 
featuring talks by the Rev. George 
Burkhardt. 

Allen D. Grigsby had used the 
title and idea out of New York for 
Checkmaster Plan. Although it is 


not being broadcast currently, Pub- 
licity Assoc. still retain rights. 
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ing as the result of the recent 


tough time getting the agency’s 
matic show idea of his, and even 
gram he had to undergo gibes and 
radio staff. 


ing bows. 





Inscription for Loving Cup 


Much talk the past week in New York ad agency field about the 
discomfiture which the radio personnel of a major firm is experienc- 


executive to script authority over the department. 


Months later when the radio department objected further to new 
angles for the show he called for a showdown with the top bosses 
and he was told that his resignation would be accepted. He remained 
because the sponsor said he would or else. 

When the dramatic show became an actual click his former jibers 
in the radio department jumped on the bandwagon and started tak- 
But the account remembered and when the program got 
up among the top in rating it reminded the agency’s big bosses that 
success plus tenacity ought to be rewarded. Hence the promotion. 


promotion of an. assistant account 
Said guy had a 
radio department to accept a dra- 
after the account okayed the pro- 
opposition from among the agency’s 








CBS Buys Film 


Theatre Outright 
ln Hollywood. petelilewect Bitten, wileus oun 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Balked in its attempt to lease 
Hollywood Playhouse and El Capi- 
tan as remote spots, Columbia 
Broadcasting went out and bought 
up the only other legit house in 
the cinema city, the Studio theatre, 
formerly the Vine Street. William 
S. Paley engineered the deal at this 
end personally which led to reports, 
which were promptly denied, that 
he bought the property as a personal 
investment. 

Studio Theatre was operated as 
a picture house by Dave Bershon, 
whose lease still had four years to 
go. Bershon was paid off and the 
chain also had to square a $230,000 
mortgage in the deal. Someone 
guessed that $500,000 changed hands 
in the transfer and this was prompt- 
ly pegged a bad guess by CBS execs. 
Paley was reticent on the details. 
Property is situated in the heart of 
Hollywood, on Vine Street just south 
of Hollywood boulevard. 


Remote will house the three Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan shows. Gillette Come 
munity Sing christened the spot last 
Sunday (21). Others to follow in 
are Al Jolson for Lever Bros., and 
Joe Penner for Cocomalt. Latter 
pulls out of Figueroa Playhouse 
downtown and closes out the site as 
a CBS remote. Chain still uses Wil- 
shire-Ebell in the city’s class resi- 
dential district. Eddie Cantor will 
be sole occupant of that spot after 
Jolson pulls stakes March 2. 


Columbia’s acquisition of the Vine 
street house makes it perfect for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan outfit as it is of- 
ficed just across the street in the 
Taft building. 

Columbia’s million dollar studio, 
a few blocks down the street, will 
be ready in October. Plant’s capac- 
ity will take care of current out- 
put of commercials from this end. 
Added to this is the leasing arrange- 
ment with CBS Music Box and Wil- 
shire-Ebell, both ample in their ca- 
pacity. 


BAIRD SLASHES SET 
PRICE AS ANSWER 


London, Feb. cc. 

Baird Television reply to recent 
knock from British Broadcasting Co., 
which jettisoned the Baird trans- 
mitter in favor of the Marconi- 
E.M.I. installation, is to announce 
drastic cuts in retail prices of re- 
ceivers, Televisors are now re- 
duced to selling figure of $275, work- 
ing out $25 better than competing 
concerns. 


B.B.C. 








decision produced _ im- 
mediate general results, lowest 
priced receivers previously rating 


around $450, but the modified figure 
is Claimed due to economies in pro- 
duction of sets consequent on the 
B.B.C. standardizing on one trans- 
mitting equipment. 





Ed Jacobs, WFBL, Syracuse, upped 
from ainouncer to news ed. 


SAMUEL BECKER RESIGNS 


Was 





Under Fire for Conduct of 
A. T. & T. Investigation 





Washington, Feb. 23. 
Long campaign to shake up forces 
directing probe of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. drew 
last week when the F.C.C. 


sel attached to the telephone divi- 
sion. Becker, principal target of 
criticism about conduct of the in- 
quiry, -.was allowed to resign sud- 


|denly Saturday (20). President 
| Roosevelt promptly accepted the 
resignation. 


Becker’s departure climaxed pro- 
longed bickering within the Com- 
mish in which so-called ‘liberals’ 
have declared the telephone trust 
was trying to hog-tie the investiga- 
tion. Conservatives complained that 
the special counsel was too biased, 
a poor administrator, and _ inex- 
perienced. One of the recent issues 
related to termination of the probe, 
which is slated to wind up by June 
30 and which Becker is charged with 
having tried to drag out. 

In quitting, Becker said the work 
has reached the stage where he can 
be released without weakening the 
probe. He pointed out much data 
has been collected for use in laying 
down ‘a wise communications policy’ 
while numerous rate reductions have 
been brought about as result of dis- 
closures about Bell System practices. 








Lessee Sues WJBW Owner 
Claiming He Interferes 
With Biz and Prestige 


New Orleans, Feb. 23. 

Southern Broadcasting Corp., op- 
erators of WJBW here, brought suit 
in civil district court Thursday (19) 
against Charles Carlson, from whom 
the station is leased for $200 
monthly, to enjoin him from further 
interference: with the operation of 
the broadcaster. Petition claims 
Carlson has caused over $12,000 ‘me- 
chanical and commercial’ damage 
since last April. 

Petition alleges that Carlson has 
at times seized the station, one time 
changing all locks, another time 
stopping broadcasting for several 
hours. It also alleges that Carlson 
has permitted political figures to 
broadcast over the station to make 
personal attacks on foes against their 
wishes, which has resulted ir the 
station ‘losing listeners, prestige and 
business.’ 

Several contracts have been lost 
through Carlson’s actions, the plain- 
tiffs claim, and they wanted the 
courts to stop him. 


AMOS ’N’ ANDY NEED 
ANTI-SLUMP SCRIPT 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Frantic search is understood to be 
on for a fresh Amos ’n’ Andy script 
idea. Lord & Thomas execs are 
known to have approached several 
ace script writers for a new vehicle 
ito resuscitate the blackface team. 
Minstrel show on Friday nights was 
dropped when it failed to bring the 
desired results. 

Several comedy writers in the film 
studios are burning the midnight oil 
las the bounty on an acceptance is 
| said to be tops for radio coin. 

















} Petry, station rep, and Percy Deutsch, 





EUTSCH ALLIANCE 





TRANSAMERIGAN 
INSPIRES MOVE 





Gathering Together of 80 
Leading Markets to Be 
Sold in a Basket with) 
Recording Job Tossed In| 


] 


Is Goal of Working Deal 


NO MERGER 








Broadcasting industry is watching 
with mixed curiosity and alertness 
Edward 


the negotiations between 


World Broadcasting System prez, for 
an alliance which would leave each 
organization intact but at the same 
time strengthen their positions in the 
spot broadcasting field. Move by | 
Petry and Deutsch to effect what 
they term a working arrangement for 
mutual benefit has been prompted 
by the competition which the operat- 
ing policies of the Transamerican 
Broadcasting & Television Corp. 
threatens. 

Petry and Deutsch are determined 
to do something to offset the possi- 
bilities of sharp inroads on their re- 
spective businesses which Trans- 
american offers through its absorp- 
tion of all costs of commercial tran- 
scriptions running from manufacture 
te actual delivery. Thre:t from 
Transamerican has been intensified 
by that company’s pending hookup 
with a method of film recording 
which would bring down the cost of 
transcription-making appreciably. 

Under the proposed Petry-Deutsch 
alliance each organization would be 
committed to engaging in extensive 
expansion of their station representa- 
tion lists, so that between them they 
would be in a position to offer choice 
facilities in at least 80 of the coun- 
try’s top markets. It is reported that 
Jerry King, head of the Standard 
Library Service, has been  ap- 
proached with the proposition of 
doing the station rep expansion job 
for World, and at the same time serv- 
ing as the chief contact between the 
Petry and the Deutsch organizations. 
As part of the deal King would have 
to give up his interest in Standard 
(West Coast) radio library. 


Through the entente cordiale the 
Petry and the Deutsch organization 
would be pledged to intensify their 
efforts at creating spot business and 
in meeting the Transamerican gratis 
angle place the account under obliga- 
tion to use their joint lists. Another 
large library service has been ap- 
proached by an officer of-the Petry 
organization with a view to enlarging 
the proposed setup’s operations in 
that particular field. 


NBC’s Position 


Trade is curious as to what steps 
NBC’s transcription division will take 
if the Petry-Deutsch alliance goes 
through. NBC and its sister affili- 
ate, RCA Victor, last year did a com- 
mercial transcription business 
amounting to $600,000. 


John L. Clark, Transamerican prez, 
has been aware of the various de- 
velopments in the Petry-Deutsch 
project, including a conference in 
Chicago the week before last, but 
he has refused to disclose what 
IGS Sikes ss slake to counteract it. 
Competitive stations reps, other than 
Clark, have revealed themselves as 
wondering whether the Petry- 
Deutsch putsch, if actually carried 
out as now planned, will not take on 
the aspect of a monopoly and leave 
itself open to combination in re- 
straint of trade litigation. Those who 
are privy to what Petry and Deutsch 
actually have in mind give it as their 
opinion that such speculations are 
groundless and that the two organ- 
izations are engaging merely in a | 


} 


co-operative and protective venture | 








that the trend, of spot broadcasting | counts, and to assist Omaha branch, 
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Vallee Raps Critics as Envious; 
Says Press’ Anti-Radio Spleen 
Vented on Him as Symbol 





Split-Act 


East and Dumke’s agent ne- 
gotiated with a Pittsburgh 
guest star program, but the 
price was too high for local 
commercial. 

Sponsor countered with prop- 
Osition that Ed East come one 
week alone and Ralph Dumke 
come the next week alone, 
thereby spreading the salary 
over two weeks. 


NEW YORK FAIR 











WANTS SPONSOR 


BUILDING 


Since no appropriation has been 
made for broadcasting studios at the 
New York World’s Fair for 1939 the 
heads of the project want the net- 
works to induce some bigtime com- 
mercial to subsidize such a_ struc- 
ture. This idea was outlined last 
week at a meeting to which Perley 
Boone, the fair’s director of press 
and promotion, invited representa- 
tives of NBC, Columbia and Mutual. 

Perle explained that no provisions 
had been made by the bosses of the 


fair for broadcasting facilities and 
the thought had occurred to him 
that- some major commercial such 


as Gulf Oil might be sold on the 
idea of putting up a building which 
would house all the broadcasting 
studios. Network reps declared that 
the thing sounded impractical, be- 
cause even if they were able to win 
over Gulf there was doubt whether 
Lowell Thomas, Sunoil commentator, 
or City Service would cotton to the 
proposition of airing their programs 
from a place which carried the name 
of a competitive/product. 

It was suggested to Boone that he 
inquire how the broadcasting setups 
were handled by the recent Cleve- 
land and the Chicago fairs. Each of 


‘these projects had its own radio de- 


partment and things were worked 
out on an even basis for all broad- 
casters concerned. 


‘HUMANIZE ME’ PLEA 
FROM LANNY ROSS 


Lanny Ross is campaigning around 
Benton & Bowles to get different 
treatment on scripts he handles and 
role he plays on Maxwell Coffee 
hour over NBC on Thursday nights. 

Tenor has come to conclusion that 
dialog given him makes him appear 
too stiff and formal, and is hurting 
his rating with his followers. Fans 
have been writing in telling him to 
unbend a bit, so Ross figures to fol- 
low advice, some of same having 
also reached him from the trade. 

Ross wants his radio role ‘human- 
ized.’ 


Hunber’s ‘Gibson Girl’ 

Dick Himber’s new signatory, 
Freddye Gibson, 18-year-old song- 
stress, is getting a Warner screen 
test. 

Being billed solely as ‘The Gibson 
Girl’ hereafter, with her first name, 
Freddye, omitted. 














Bozell & Jacobs in Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Bozell & Jacobs ad agency is 
cpening a new radio department in 
its offices here, both for Chicago ac- 


has made inevitable if they are to|which is especially active in radio. 


hold their present positions of dom- 
inance in their respective fields. 


Agency also has offices in Hous- 
ten, and Indianapolis. 


+ 


Buffalo, Feb. 23. 
Rudy Vallee in a 15-minute spot 
over station WBEN, launched a 


verbal attack at the boys who had 
reviewed his week's appearance at 
Shea’s Buffalo. Among other things 
Valee declare: 


‘Irate editors who resent radio's in- 
roads on their newspaper advertising 
order their writers to go after me be- 
cause I typify radio.’ 

This was taken to mean editors in 
general rather than Buffalo editors 
specifically, Buffalo News owns 
WBEN. 

Although Vallee named no names, 
his criticisms of the critics obviously 
included Ardis Smith of The Times 
and Rollin Palmer of The News. 

Smith had written: 

‘.. .Mr. Vallee ought to be ashamed 
of himself. If his airshows didn’t 
have such a high and customer-fetch- 
ing rep, he might be excused, But 
the Punch Bowl Revue, as it is called, 
is commonplace to deadly. . .about 
like a dressed up Bowes show with 
harsh singers, fuzzy harmonists and 
unfunny clowns. . .Mr. Vallee holds 
the all time box office record at the 
Buffalo. ,If he wants to hold it, he’d 
better comb out some of his awful 
current stuff and get in there and 
work instead of lazying in the shad- 
Ows.’ 

Rebuttal 

Vallee’s rebuttal was: 

‘So I am lazying around in the 
shadows? I am actually on the stage 
talking or singing 26 minutes out of 
a 51-minute show. That’s not count- 
ing my directing. One song alone 
takes ten minutes.’ 

He further asserted that it was 
rather ridiculous to compare his 
theatre show with his Thursday night 
program for Royal Gelatin as the 
latter has a budget of from $3,000 to 
$4,000 for one hour and that to bring 
Paul Lukas alone to Buffalo for a 
week would cost $12,000. 

Rollin Palmer in the News had 
written: 

‘The wavy-haired Rudy Vallee, 
who seems to have acquired either 
by ballyhoo or merit, or a combina- 
tion of both, the secret of eternal 
popularity, comes to the Buffalo this 
week with a show that is likely to 
give at least some of his well-wishers 
a few uneasy moments.’ 

Of the troupe’s comedians Palmer 
said, ‘Some of the noises are the kind 
regarded as funny only by the im- 
mature.’ And he pointed out that ‘All 
Points West’ seemed ‘rather a strain 
on the maestro’s familiar monotone.’ 

Vallee’s defense was that critics 
don't like a man who tries something 
new, that the audiences liked the 
funny noises and maybe the critics 
were immature, that newspapermen 
are notoriously underpaid and hate 
him because he makes more money 
than they. 

Raps Authorities, Too 


Vallee made a double header of 
his verbal onslaught by lashing at 
the Children’s Aid Society and ‘blue- 
nosed busy bodies’ who won't let a 
child make an honest living on the 
stage. He had wanted to present 
10-year-old Carl Curtiss, singer and 
dancer, at the theatre but authorities 
interpreted the law strictly and 
wouldn't permit it. 

It was for similar reasons that 
Katharine Cornell cancelled an ap- 
pearance of “Tiict Wincless Victory’ 
in Buffalo, her home town. 

Town still is chattering about Val- 
lee’s double-barreled blast, even 
though it was delivered at a com- 
paratively poor radio time, 4 p.m. 


Paley Due Back March 1 





William S. Paley, who has been on 
the west coast the past several 





weeks, advised his home office last 
| week that he is figuring on coming 
| back to New York March 1, 
| Lawrence Lowman, CBS v. p. in 
charge of operations, starts for the 
Coast either March 10 or 12. 
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NETWORK SPONSORS 


FORD MOTOR 
9-Tu-WABC 
Al Pearce 
Arlene Harris 
Monroe Upton 


Nick Lucas 
Bill Comstock 
Wm. H. Wright. 


Larry Marsh's Ore 
9-Su-WABC 









































PEBECO 


(Lehn & Fink) 
12 Noon-M to F- 
‘The Gumps’ 

Agnes Moorehead 
Wilmer Walter 
Jackie Kelk 
Himan Brown, Dir. 
* Lennen & Mitchell 
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| 
| 
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EEK OF FEB. 24-MARCH 2 ey Rg Me 
° “ Hephzibah Menuhin 7:45-M to F 
Victor Kolar, Cond. | Boake Carter 
(ALL TIME EST) *N. W. Ayer * Hutchins 
. P p rad a iEN 5 PHILLIPS 
Commercial program are listed alphabetically under the adver- Cee when PACKING CO. 
tiser’s corporate name, Asterisk indicates advertising agency han- Guy Lombardo (Soups & Foods) 
} dling program. i* Ss. BD. & @O. ie) 
: GENERAL MILLS G ag nee 
Where sponsor has more than one network program they are (Wheaties, Ris- Pad A pee 
liste -onsecutively. quick, Gold Medal} 2 ville : 
; on ere | Flour, Softasilk) *Compton Adv. m 
All time is P. M. unless otherwise noted, | 10 a.m.-M to F-, | PHILLIP MORRIS 
‘5 | ‘Betty and Bob’ 8:30 p.m.-Sa-WABC 
Abbreviations: SU (Sunday); M (Monday): TU Tuesday); W ‘ pine vg Reller ‘Zonnete Presents’ 
r av): 4 —aaw)* ti rid: : : “as | Lester Tremayne Russ Morgan's Ore 
7 (Wednesday); TH (Thursday); F (Friday); S (Saturday). | 56:88 e.ascll to Os | charles Beartin 
| ‘Modern Cinderella’ | Phil Duey 
_ 0 ano ~ | Rosemary Dillon *Biow Co 
Eddie Dean PONTIAC 
NATIONAL Marign jordan Gardner yey | ide ae at tow | M-WAE-WABO. 
I Seas Wa ? rn Saxo “| ‘News ‘Through a 
| Johnny Wolf (Gen. Food) | Betty Crocker : ee eee 
Thor Ericson 8 p.m.-M-WJZ 10:36 a.m.-M to -Th- | |. Woman's Eyes 
Red—WEAF Blue—WJZ Merrill Fugit ‘Rambi’ ‘Hymns of All — dealt Davee & 
j Harry Kogen Ore | Helen Hayes ee —_ — . Adams | 
: RALSTON: James Meighan | SOS _eMerseo : -_ 
! 4 > “ | Fred Jacky, Dir RKINSO 
‘ME Robe ; Linley ] (Purina) ——_— | Wilmer Walter | _ > | ahaa 
5:30-Se-WEAF | Ocsie Nelnon Ore eee Oe Sere eee oe k- ~ © apageeth allan 11:30-M to Fe 
; 7; . oT Serial’ aura Bowman - ‘ - ‘Rio Sieter’ 
Ba McConnell * J. W. Thompson a _ Serial Mark Waraaw' Ore | John K. Ww atkins Big Sist t 
i Irma Glen FORD ay _.oeleen *y ce & Rubic: 10:45 a.m.-F Alice Frost 
y . . — . mn Harold Peary oung «& subicam N nies > »’ Junior O' Dav 
\ talmer Clark Ore 9 p.m.-F-WJIZ ~ : : - Musical Interlude Junior 
*H. H. McDonald ‘) _. , bercy Hemus SHELL Eric Sagerquists Or | Heila Stoddard 
‘ ANACIN Red Chandler Ore | Ranch Boys 3 (Petroleum) GILLETTE Martin Gabel 
f ANAC *N. W, Ayer | Jane Webt 9:30-Sa-WEAF eB BLELE% 2 silie sauferty 
(Am. Home Prod.) | Gey | ELECTRIC | * Gardner. Pte wie 10-Su-WABC iyo pct 
7 p.m.-Ta-W-Th- 4-M-WEAF R. C. A. Frank Buck Community Sing 3.80-Te-WABC 
AZ ‘Hour of Charm’ } 2 p.m.-Su-WJZ Ernie Watson Ore Milton Berle a) . - J 
\ ‘Easy Aces’ +a . 4 7 D-M.~t =— * '- TY - Wendell Hall Al Joison 
® Blackett-S-H Phil SpitalIny Ore | ‘Ma'zic Key of RCA’ J. Walt Thompson elie Sanae Sid Silvers 
siIACcCKe -: - : . } MMe sts . . ' . s : N 
ALLEGHANY ~ pe Kai |} * Lord & Thomas eT eahiag Ernie Hare ‘ Peete’ dia 
STRHIEL 3 Little Words BEAL SILK ;: © p.m.-Su-W EAE Sane G iihette vlan ° Ruthr Luft & Ry an 
y -15-}’- y 4 > . ‘ | 9:45-! Be Ry | : Jolly ; ette i | 
ance. oo sola. & Recalls | cae a2 = | Opera Auditions Tommy Mack K. J. KEYNOLDS 
Stainless Show Glee Club Kdwin ¢ Hill | ri > a | 
Ford Bond * Maxon | Harry Sosnik Or< n itred : ouietiee | Pert Gordon |; (Camel Cigarettes) 
Mario Cozzi ee MAP * Burnett | °C. W. Cecil |* Ruthrauff & Ryan| 9:30-'Tu-WABC 
*Walker & Downing IVORY SOAP | REGIONAL ADV | ee eee GRANGER Jack Oakie 
AMERICAN CAN 11 a.m.-M-F-Blue 11:30 a.m.-Tu-Sa- | \ hee oi ee: ae (Liggett) Shaw & Lee ea 
a - B “ e > y Ms | 7%:30-Tu-Th-W.: : § a 
9-Tu-WAIZ 3:45 p.m -WEAF WEAF | Me von y Btines 7:30-Tu-Th-WABC | Georgie Stoll Orc =f 
. . aie lmine ehes nate. ” . os Muriel Dickson | Alexander Woollcort | Benny Goodman Orc | 
Ben Bernie & Lads| The O'Neills Mystery Chef Mor = , oa : te . 
. : - ; Morton Bowe | © Newell-Emmett Wim. C. Esty Co. 
Jack Benny Kate MeComb John McPherson Cavaliers 4 | P “ ee . 
*Fuller-Smith-Ross | Jane West * MeCann-lrickson Victor Arden Ore | GROUP OF BANKS SPRY 
AMER. TOBACCO| Violet Dunn ROYAL GEL. |* Brown-Torcher | ,,,, 10-F-WABC 1:45-M to F-WABC 
10 p.m.-W-WEAF | Jimmy Donelly (Stan. Brands) TENDERLEAF | Phila. Orchestra 1:45- o F-W: 
tob Haring Ore Jack Rubin 8-Th-WEAF aa TEA. : | Eugene Ormandy Aunt Jenny s Real 
Edith Dick Chester Stratton G. Thompson, Dir. Stan, Brands) neta sewer a 
‘4 Ruddy Clark Jimmy Tansey Rudy Vallee Se W-WEAF *Wessel Co. *Ruthrauff & Ryan 
j Songsmiths 4 Janice Gilbert : Jean Sablon One rane tena | GULF STEWART-WARN, 
} * Lord & Thomas 11:45-Daily-WJZ | Jean Hersholt aman 2. . Mores 7:30-Su-WABC (Alemite) 
. ¥ ‘Gospel Singer’ Hilaire Belloe : Ps ; The Gasette 8-M-WABC 
; eR. j M. P- tlalr € t | 
AMER RADIATOR | Edward MacHugh Edgar Bergen author Ss » | Phil Baker Lysbeth Hughes 
i" 7:30-Su-W EAE 9:45- > Sur BF § I. Anthony Smythe | ‘ t 
Wiuvantte Tharitate 9:45-M-Th-F-WJZ * J. W. Thompson tte ‘lle | Harry McNaughton ! Bob McCoy 
Fireside Recitals Capt. Tim Healy Minetta Ellen | Reeti pate 1 TER 
q Sigurd Nilsse ‘ ‘ — *-K SP Kathleen Wilson eetic carr’ Otto 
; Sines Marshall ° Blac kman “Baietont Michael tadette | Agnes Moorehead Horace Heidt Ore 
A Frank St. Leger (G bag ge >a 1s) 5-5:30-Su-WEAF Walter Patterson Artie A uerbat h Ernie Passoja 
* Blaker Advt. 7-8u WEAF Marion Talley Barton Yarborough rat A bh a Zell 7 avacemeteuen 
- ey —e~ we ef Koes y’ * , 7 +331 ut smattle . npetee 
AMER, ROLLING | Jack Renny Jonet Koeatnere Ort * J. W, Thompos | Foy alien ferry Bane 
10-Tu-WIZ Andy Devine | Csear Bradley’s Ore | Alvino Rey 
» Armco Bd Don Wilson 7 G's * Hays MacFarland 
Frank Simon, Cond] phil Harris Ore 


Bennett Chapple 
°N. W. Ayer 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spud) 
8-Sa-WIZ 
Ed Wynn 
Jacques Fray 
Mario Braggiotti 
Graham McNamee 
Don Voorhees Orc 
* Young & Rubicam 
BAYER 
(Sterling) 
8:30 p.m.-W-WIZ 
Ethel Barrymore 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
‘American Album’ 
Frank Munn 
Lucy Monroe 
Arden & Arden 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
Bert Hirsch 
* Blackett-S-H 
BI-SO-DOL 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:30 a.m.-M-F-Red 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
Effie L. Palmer 
Joe Latham 
* Blacket-S-H 
CALUMET 
(Gen. Foods) 
56-Su-WIZ 


4 





TE eee 


"We, the People’ 

William Hess 

Reniamin Potter 

Phillips Lord 

Mark Marrnow Ore 

* Young & Rubicam 

CAMAY SOAP 

(Pr. & G.) 

M to F-10:30-WJIZ 
to ¥-5-p.m,- 


“as 





‘Pepper Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Retty Wragge 
Marion Berney 
Jack Roseleigh 
*Pedlar & Ryan 

CHIPSO 

(P. & G.) 
11:15 a.m.-M-F-Blue 
M to F-2:45 p.m.- 

VEAF 

Column 
Air’ 


‘Tersonal 
of the 
*Compton 
CRISCO 
(P. & G.) 
3:30-Daily-Red 
11:30 a.m.-Daily- 





i Blue 
i} Vie & Sade 
i Art Van Harvey 


Billy Idelson 

? Rernardine Flynn 

; * Blackman 

DIAMOND SALT 
(Gen. Food) 
3-Su-WAZ 

‘Adventures of Capt 

Diamond’ 
Alfred Swanson 
* Benton & Bowles 


DR. LYONS 
(Sterling) 
215 .-VM-F-Read 
32:85 a.m 1 EoRest 
et™% Stace Wife 
——e Vivian Fridell 
Ken Griffen 
4 Hilda Graham 
Henry Saxe 
Forrest Lewis 
Norman Gottschaik 
Alice Patton 
/ 11:30-M-W-F-Red 
‘Jlow to Be Charm- 
ing’ 

Reatrice DeSylvera 
9-Su-WEAF 
*"Manhattan Merry- 

Go-Round®’ 
Tierre Le Kreun 
Rachel Carlay 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 

8 p.m.-W-WIZ 
FReatrice Lillie 
Al Rickey'’s Ore 
* Blackett 

FLEISCHMANN 

(Stan. Brands) 


7:30-Su-WJZ 


* Young & 
KRAFT-PHENIX 
10 p.m.-Th-W EAF 
Bing Crosby 
Jimmy Dorsey 
Bob Burns 
Jimmy Cagney 
Sidney Skolsky 
Mary Garden 
*J. W. Thompson 
LOG CABIN 
(Gen, Foods) 
8 p.m.-Tu-WJIZ 
Louise Massey & 
Westerners 
Jackie Cooper 
Dott Massey 
Allen Massey 
Milt Mabie 
Larry Wellington 
Cameron Andrews 
Jim Babcock 
* Benton & Bowles 
LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:15 a.m.-M-F-Red 
‘John’s Other Wife’ 
Hanley Stafford 
Irene Hubbard 
* Blackett-S.-H. 
MAXWELL 
(Gen. Food) 
9-Th-WEAF 
Show Boat 
Lanny Ross 
Ruth Chatterton 


\. 


Ore 





Mary Small 
Marjorie Edwards 
‘Molasses ‘n’ Jan’y’ 
Pat Padgett 


Pick Malone 
Al Goodman Ore 
* Benton & Bowie 
MINUTE 
TAPIOCA 
(Gen. Food) 
5:30-Su-WJIZ 
Stoopnagle & Budd 
George De Sys 
Don Voorhees Ore 
* Young & Rubicam 
MAR-0-OIL 
4-W-WEAF 
Henry Busse Ore 
* Baggoley, H. & H 
OLD ENGLISH 
WAX 


(Am. Home Prod.) 
10-M-F-Red 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of Cab- 

bage Patch’ 
Retty Garde 
Robert Straus 
Andy Donnelly 
Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Bill Johnstone 
Marjorie Anderson 
Estelle Levy 
Pat Ryan 
* Blackett-S.-H, 
OXYDOL 
(P. & G.) 
3:15-M-F-Red 
10:15 a.m.-M to 
- Blue 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Payne 
Marjcrie 
Lay 
- relson 
Hilda tijraham 
Charner Batson 
John Mathews 
Corine Dearth 
Butler Mandeville 
Ken Griffin 
|} * Blackett 
PHILLIPS 
(Sterling) 
9-F-WEAF 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Mary Eastman 
Frank Munn 
8:30-M-WAZ 
‘Sweetest Sone 
Ever Sung’ 
Frank Munn 
Natalie Bodanya 
Victor Arden’s Ore 
* Blackett 
QUAKER OATS CO 
5:30-Sa-WEAF 
‘Kaltenmeyer'’s kin 
dergarten’ 
Bruce Kamman 


F- 





s 





Rubicam | 


i 





COLUMBIA 


WABC 





AFFILIATED 
(Edna Wallace 
Hopper Cosmetics) 
12:30-M-F-WABC 
‘Romance of Helen | 

Trent’ 
Virginia Clark 
Marie Nelson 
David Gothard 
(Jocur, Kissproof, | 
Outdoor Girl, Del- 
ca-Brow Cosmetics) 
12:45-M to F-WABC 
‘Rich Man’s Darling’ 
Peggy Allenby 
Ed Jerome 
Ona Munson 
* Blackett 


re Ry 
8-Th-WABC 
Kate Smith Band 
Jack Miller's Ore 
Walter Hampden 
Henny Youngman 
Ronald Tiff 
Ted Collins 
Le Brun Sisters 
Ambassadors 4 
* Paris & Peart 
AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
10-Sa-WABC 
Carl Hoff Ore 
ozio Pinza 
Buddy Clark 
Edith Dick 
Songsmiths 4 
* Lord & Thomas 
ATLANTIC REF. 
7:15-M to F 
‘Ma and Pa’ 
Parker Fennelly 
Margaret Dee 
Ruth Russell 
Harry Humphries 
cH. W. ayet 
BENEFICIAL 
5-Su-WABC 
‘Unseen Friend 
M. H. H. Joachim 
Arlene Jackson 
Harry Salter’s Ore 
* Frank Law 
BI-SO-DOL 
(Am. Home Prod) 
8-F-WABC 
‘B'way Varieties’ 
Oscar Shaw 
Carmela Ponselle 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden'’s Ore 
* Blackett-S-H 
CAMPBELL 
(Soup) 
9-F-WABC 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ 





Money’ 
tarbara Stanwyck 
Joel MeCrea 
Fred MacMurray 
Frances Langford 
Anne Jamison 
Louella Varsons 
ne 


ERD o> eel ie Ceaeed eee, o 
oli | Raymond Paige Ore 


Igor Gorin 
(Tomato Juice) 


8:30-W-WABC 


Burns & Allen 
Tony Martin 
Henry King’s Ore 
*r. W. Armstrong 


CARBORUNDUM 
7:30-Sa-W ABC 
| ad. Anna, Cond 
| ancis Bowman 
Ss » Be & 
| (MBS TREK LD 
| (Liggett) 
8:320-F-WABC 
Kay Thompson and 
Rhythm Singers 
Hal Kemp's re 
9-W-WABC 
| Nino Martini 
| Andre Kostelanetz 
| ore 
* Newell-Emmett 
CHEVROLET 
6:30-Su-WABC 
Rubinoft 











‘Internes Can't Take | 


Jan Peerce 
Virginia Rea 
*Campbell-Ewald 
CHRYSLER CORP. 
9-Th-WABC 
Bowes’ Amateurs 
* Ruthrauff & Ryan 
COLGATE 


(Dental Powder and | 


Cream) 
10-Th 
‘Your True 
tures’ 
Floyd Gibbons 
(Palmolive Soap) 
9:30 p.m.-W 
‘Beauty Box The- 
atre’ 

Jessica Dragonette 
Al Goodman's Ore 
(Shave Cream) 
10 p.m.-W 

‘Gang Busters’ 

Phillips H. Lord 

Alice Rineheart 

Erik Rolf 

Dt 

vrka Lewis 

*Benton & Bowles 
CONTINENTAL 

BAKING 

(Wonder Bread) 
6:45 p.m.-Daily 


Adven- 


Chester Stratton 
Joan Baker 

Hanley Stafford 
* Benton & 


(Travel Service) 
2:45-Su-WABC 
Malcolm LaPrade 


(Karo and Linit) 
1-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Five Star Revue’ 
Morton Bowe 
Meri Bell 
Bill Johnstone 
Ray Sinatra’s Ore 
*E. W. Hellwig 
CUDAHY PACK, (¢ 


9:45 a.m.-M to F- 
Sachelor’s Children 
Patricia Duntap 
Marjory Hannan 
Hlugh Studebaker 
|} Olan Soule 

Roche, Williams 
Cunnyngham 














mund MacDonald 


Bowles 
THOS COOK & SON 


(Old Dutch Cleanser | 


& | 


* Young & Rubicam 
HIND’S CREAM 
(Lehn & Fink» 

| 12:15-M to F- 


| ‘Between Bookend’ 
Ted Malone 
Fred Feibel 
* William Esty Co 
|H. J. HEINZ CO. 
It a.m.-M-W-F- 
Virginia Hamill 
| Mrs. (C. S. Littledale 


| Gretta Palmer 

; Delmar Edmundson 

Ann Elstner 

Elsie Mae Gordon 

Jerry Macy 

Reed Kennedy 

Carleton Young 
tita Allyn 

Dorothy Lowell 

Gretchen Davidson 

Ted Reid 

B. A. Rolfe’s Ore 

* Maxon, Inc 


ILL. CENTRAL 
7:30-Su-WBBM 
‘Headin’ South’ 
Rich, Czerwonky 
tuth Lyon 
Chevaliers 4 
Norman Ross 
*Caples Co. 
KNOX GELATINE 
11:15 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
Ed Fast 
Ralph Dumke 
Helen Carroll 
Dick Ballou's Orc 
* Federal 


‘Renfrew of the 
Mounted KOLYNOS 
Laurie York trs- | (Amer. Home Prod) 
kine, Au. 9 p.m.-Tu-WARC 
House Jameson Ted Hammerstein 





Lucy Laughlin 
Jerry Mann 
Helen Morgan 


Del Casino 
Lucille Browning 


LADY ESTHER 
10-M-WARBC 


Lew White pet ziee* On 
*L. D. Wertheimer LUX SOAP 
CORN PRODUCTS Aiever? 


9-M-WABC 
‘Radio Theatre’ 
Cecil B. DeMille, 
Charles Winninger 
Lou Silvers Ore 
J. Walter Thompson 


LYSOL. 

(Lehn & Fink) 
} 09:45 a.m.-M-W-F- 
Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe 
° Evelyn MacGregor 
* Lennen & Mitcnell 

MANHATTAN 
(Sweetheart Soap) 
9:30 a.m.-W-F 
‘The Wife Saver 
| Allen Prescott 


» 





SUPER-SUDS 
(Colgate) 
2:45-M to F-WABC 
‘Myrt and Marge’ 

Myrtle Vail 
Donna Damerel 
Geo. Damerel, Jr, 
Jean Paul King 
Gene Morgan 
| Ray Hedge 
Billy Artzt Ore 
* Benton & Bowles 
SWIFT & CO. 
| (Sunbrite) 
5-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Junior Nurse Corps’ 
Lucy Gillman 
Sunda Love 
Helena Ray 
Donald Weeks 
Fran Carlon 
Parker Wilson 
Jack Brinkly 
Robert Romaine 
Jess Pugh 
William Amsdell 
* Stack-Goble 
TEXAS CO. 
8:30-Su-W ABC 
‘Texaco Fire Chief’ 
Eddie Cantor 
Harry Savoy 
Deanna Durbin 
Robby Breen 
Jimmy Wallington 
Jacques Renard’s Or 
* Hanff-Metzger 
TIME, INC. 
10:30-Th-WABC 
‘March of Time’ 
William Geer, 
Mditor 
BR. B. & O. 
U. 8S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
8:30-M-WABC 
Pick & Pat 
Kdward Roecker 
Renny Krueger's Or 
*Arthur Kudner 
VICK CHEM. CO. 
8-Su-W ABC 
Nelson Eddy 
Nadine Connor 
J. Pasternack’s Ore 
* Morse 


WARD BAKING 
6:15-M-W-F- 
‘News of Youth’ 
Laddie Seaman 
* Fletcher & Ellis 
WHEATENA (¢ 
7:15-M-W-F-WA 
‘Popeye, the Sailor’ 
Floyd Buckley 
Olive La Moy 
Charles Lawrence 
Jimmy Donnelly 
Ernie Watson, 
ranger, 
Vie Irwin 
Kelvin Keech 
* RNohrabauch 


WM. WRIGLEY 








* 


ar- 











me gf James Wilkinson 7-M Thru Th- 
R. y Redden $ 0. | Oswald Jack Fulton 
: * Peck , rene “rank Mac- 
eee ah Ce ee Boney | ee 
Joe Penner | NASH MOTORS | ginny Mille’ Ore 
oe 9-Sa-WABC ity Mittin Ore 
Joy Hodges Pe yt A 7-F-W ABC 
-fpene Austin eS Flos: Gibheo ‘Mor. cheer tnet 
Coco and Candy , Ww. & E. Howard Bob lailey 
| Jimmie Grier'’s Orc Vincent Lopez Ore 1 P ro 
| ° > om ouise Fitch 
| * Ruthrauff & Ryan J. W. Thompson Clair Baum 
DUPONT | NATIONAL ICE | Al Hatlis 
8-W-WABC | 10:30 p.m.-W-WEAF | John Van Crinkhite, 
Cavalcade of Amer. | Gladys Swarthout Author 
John Meltntire Frank Chapman Louis Jacobson 
| Jeanette Nolan R. Armbruster Ore '! Producer 
| Georgia Backus *Donahue & Coe * Neisser-Meverhoff 
| Ted de Corsia 
| Frank Readick 
| Rav Collins 
Ned Wever MUTUAL 
Carl Swenson 
Sam Repp WOR 
Dwight Weist 
Wm. Johnstone 
Frank Singiser, Nar 
Arthur Pryor, Jr ARMIN VAKADY | CRAZY WATER 
Din 12:30-Su-WGaN HOTUL CO. 
Kenneth Webb. Au! perry Como | W-9:15 p.m.-M-W-F- 
Don Voorhees’ Ore i Kimo Tanner WOR 


FELS-NAPTHA -« ('try Washburne 
1-Tu-Th-W ABC Red Ingle 
Jack Berch Vierre Andre 
Mark Warnow'’a O17 Tel Weems Ore 
Young & Rubicam * Sedlers 


| ‘Music from Texas’ 
Jack Amlung Ore 
Mary lHingman 
* Luckey Bowman 


RP | 
BU 








|* Lennen & Mitchell 
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casting system.’ 


in on production of sound effects, 
thing. 





More Tipping Off 


Broadcasters apparently can’t get over the urge to tip off listeners 
on the inside operations of their business. 
mechanical and whatnot lines is a program which NBC has scheduled 
on the red (WEAF) link starting 8 p. m. this Saturday night (27). 

Purpose of the show, states a publicity flimsy, is to make the lis- 
teners ‘familiar with the behind the scenes doings of a great broad- 
It will explain ‘the mysteries of the control board, 
the mixing panel and other intricate apparatus, and also translate 
into English the meanings of the gestures made by engineers to the 
production man in charge of broadcasting performances.’ 

Columbia not so long ago put on a series which let the listeners 
WOR, Newark, has done the same 


Latest tipper-offer along 








~ Affiliated Revival Hinges on Atlass 





Latter Lukewarm—Mrs. Hannah M’Cormick 





Withdraws From Leadership 


ARGUMENTS OPEN IN SUIT 


Philco-R.C.A. Mutual Grimacing 
Reaches Chancellor 


Wilmington, Del., Feb. 23. 

Argument opened before Chancel- 
lor Josiah O. Wolcott in Chancery 
Court on the petition of Philadelphia 
Storage Battery Co. tor ah injunc- 
tion to prevent Radio Corneration 
of America from erding a licensing 
agreement giving Philco use of basic 
RCA radio patents. 

Philco counsel argued <2cision for 
RCA would ‘greatly affect’ the busi- 
ness of the parent company. Philco 
Radio & Television Corp. 

Testimony taken last September. 
Briefs have been filed. RCA, cross- 
suiting, claims the right to spindle 
the agreement and charges it has 
not been paid p-oper royalties. Phil- 
co attorneys are Robert H. Richards, 
Caleb S. Layton, former Judge Hugh 
M. Morris, C. J. Hepburn, Charles 
S. Morris, Jr., and. Philip Deckert. 

RCA counsel includes Clarence A. 
Southerland, John W. Davis, Man- 
ton Davis, Porter R. Chandler and 
Robert D. O’Callagham. 





Clarice Mayer, KYW’s Woman Re- 
porter, has been handed an addi- 
tional program, known as ‘A Woman 
Looks at the News,’ aired Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, at 
9:55 a.m. She’s also heard at 6:25. 





CROWN OVERALL 

7:45) p.m.-Th-WLW 

‘Pleasant Valley 
Frolic’ 


McKESSON & 
ROBBINS 

9:45 a.m.-Th 
‘Beauty Forum’ 


Charles Seel E. V. Meadows 
Dan Carson * Brown & Tarcher 
Chas. Dameron MENNEN 
Betty L. Arnold 10-M-WOR 
Florence Golden ‘Famous Jury 


Charles Wayne 
Devore Sis 

William Greene 
Claire Grenville 
Joe ugar Ore 


Trials’ 
Harold Carr 
Kileen Palmer 
Sidney Slon 


af . lLu‘se Squire 
* H. W. Kastor Nikel Kent 
FELS NAPTHA Franklin Bingman 


1:45-M-W-F-WGN 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
Gordon Vandover 
Bud Vandover 


Don Morrison 
Louis Levy 
Chas, Doherty 
Bess McCamuinon 


Marlin Hurt Harry Lang 

Carl Hoetle Richard Keith 

Ed Allen * Kieswetter 

* Young & Rubicam MURINE 
FENDRICK 8 :30-Tu-WGN 


(Denby Cigar) 
1:30-Su-WLW 
‘Smoke Dreams’ 
* Ruthrauff-Rvyan 
GENERAL MILLS 
12:45 p.m.-M-to-F- 
WaN 
‘Love Song’ 
Anne Davenport 
Ethel Owen 


‘Listen to This’ 
Jack Brooks 

Kay St. Germaine 
Lew Diamond Ore 
Liars Club 

Vie Smith 

Gill Shaw 
Florence Grower 
Clare Baum 
Cecile Roy 


Chas. Eegles Ken Griffet . 
j ny Push or: * Vanderbee & R 
Henry Saxe NO, AMER, ACCI- 


avid Gotthard DENT INSURANCE 


Donna Creed 9°30-Su-WOR 
* B. S. Hummert Gabriel Heatter 
he pe -Vi ~ .~ 

GORDON Franklin Bruck 


OLSON RUG CO. 


BAKERIES 3:30-3:45 p.m.-Sun- 
WGN 


7:30-M-F-W-WAYZ 
Lone Ranger ‘Romantic 


* Sehl , nail 
enaders 
GOSPEL B'OCT Presba, Fellers, 
ASSOC. Presba 


10-11 p.m.-Su-KHJ 
Evangelical Talks 
No Agency 
HEALTH 
YRODUCTS 
6 p.m.-Su-WOR 


PURE MILK 
CHEESE CO. 
11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
Writ. 
‘Petticoat Philoso- 

phy’ 





1937 Radio Show Isabelle Manning 
Kay Knight Hewson 

Arnold Johnson Or | * Hanff-Metzger 
* Wm. Esty 


SSs CO. 


LEHN & FINK (SSS _ Tonic) 
1 p.m.-M to r- 8:30-W-W LW 
Wan ‘Music for the 
‘Life of Mary Family’ 
Sothern’ Ellis Frakes 
Minabelle Abbott Harold Carr 


| Flora Blackshaw 





le ° . an \ Marucei Ore 
LOCAL DEPART- "earner . 
MENT STORE oe 
; 9 a.m.-Th-WOR 2-M to F-WGN 
Morning Matinee ‘ ; pa 
lal«G : Molly of Movies 
d woodman ‘ore > 
| Sette Sinwtoed Ray Jones 
hat 7 Sgr rae Henrietta Tedroe 
raed . Wi say Catherine Campbell 
* Dort sane Jeanne Juvelier 
rman Kirby Hawke 
LUTHERAN | Gene Byron 
1-4:30-Su-WiLW | * Blackett-S.-H 
* Kelly Stahiman | WASEY PROD. 
McFADDEN PUBS. 3 p.om.-7:30 a.m. 


10 p.m.-Tu- WOR | Su-M-Tu-W-F-WOR 


9:30-Tu-WLW Jacob Tarshish 
“True Detective ‘The Lamplighter’ 
Mysteries’ * Erwin Wasey 





Chicago, Feb. 23 
Any action for a comeback by the 
Affiliated Broadcasting Company, 
regional which folded under the 
guidance of T. E. Quisenberry, Ota 
Cygi, et al. will have to be made 
without Mrs. Hannah McCormick of 


Rockford, who was originally ex- 
pected to bankroll the new ABC 
setup. Mes. McCormick has ap- 
parently stepped away from the 


thing completely, and the station 
managers who are interested in re- 
viving the midwest regional are 
pounding around in the bush trying 
to stir up new pulmotor angles. 

In the forefront of the drive to 
pump new life into the network now 
steps H. J. Newcomb, head of WRJN, 
Racine, Wis. He nominally replaces 
Lloyd Thomas of WROK, Rockford, 
Illinois, who was the bellwether for 
sometime due to his connections 
with Mrs. McCormick 

Atlass as Hub 

Latest angle which the_ stations 
are trying to work on is a deal with 
Ralph Atlass of WIND and WJJD. 
Atlass so far has backed clean away 
from all tie up with the ABC re- 
vival movement, claiming that he 
is sticking to his two stations. But 
the regional boys feel that the net- 
work would have a major chance 
should Atlass be induced to lend his 
hand, prestige and sales organiza- 
tion to ABC. 

They see in Atlass’ WIND outlet 
an answer to Chicago coverage 
which was always the main thorn in 
the ABC side, and they feél that 
Atlass’ present sales organization, 
augmented perhaps, would be ideal 
for the promotion of a new ABC. 
Up to now Atlass has backed away 
from all overtures, but it is under- 
stood that a conference will be set 
for next week for at least a little 
talk-over of the possibilities of 
Atlass tying up with the regional. 


GABRIEL HEATTER BUSY 
GUY FOR THREE WEEKS 


— 





Gabriel Heatter wil! sub for Phil- 
lips Lord for three weeks starting 
Sunday (28), while latter recuper- 
ates from illness in Florida. Heatter 
will handle Lord’s ‘We, the People’ 
weekly web show for General Foods. 

Added duties will probably make 
Heatter one of air’s busiest boys on 
Sundays, for, in conjunction with 
subbing during next three weeks, 
will also continue to do own com- 
menting job for North American In- 
surance. That job is done on three 
different periods each Sunday eve- 
ning, spieler getting as many sepa- 
rate remunerations. Talk goes over 
Mutual net at 8:30 p.m., and an hour 
later over WOR, N. Y.: WGN, Chi, 
and CKLW, Detroit. Does same on 
solo station, WLW, at 6:30 p.m. each 
Sunday. Other and previous com- 
mitments prohibit all stations linked 
on Mutual from carrying the com- 
mentator at same time. 

These Sunday chores will be in 
addition to Heatter’s Friday after- 
noon half-hour ‘Special Edition’ 
show for Borden on WEAF. 

Heatter also does lecture work, 
putting on four or five platform 
purrs each week in and around New 
York 





Broun, Jr., an Air Actor 
Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 

Kin of two of. country’s literary 
brighties appear together in tabloid 
sketch to be aired from WFIL Fri- 
day (26). 

* Heywood Broun, Jr., and Joan 
Woolcott, niece of Alec, both studes 
at Swarthmore College, are in cast ol 
play presented on Lee Frank pro- 


gram. 
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PROTESTS RADIO 
PRESENCE: IS 
EJECTED 


San Francisco, Feb. 23. 

Installation of a KYA mike at the 
official inquiry into the Golden Gate 
Bridge accident of Feb. 17 which 
caused the death of 10 workmen 
brought an attack last week from 
Senator Walter McGovern of the 
state legislature. Probe, which was 
conducted by the California State 
Industrial Accident Commission, was 
carried for an hour 





and a half over | 


the station. 
McGovern, attorney for the em- 
ployers of the dead men, assailed | 


the presence of a mike before he had | 


made several efforts to examine wit- 
nesses. Commission informed him 
that he could not take any official 
part in the proceedings, 


and when | 


McGovern persisted in his interrup- | 


tions and slaps at the broadcast 


phase of the inquiry he was ejected 


from the inquiry room. 


ALBERT ROSS AGENCY 





OBJECT OF RUMORS: 





| jamin Potter, 
| Mott, 


All-around denials made yesterday | 
(Tuesday) afternoon to rumors that | 
the Albert M. Ross agency was plan- | 


ning a radié dept. Reports men- 
tioned Jack Overall, of Mutual net’s 
sales staff, and Jimmy Appel, 
CBS radio dept., as joint bosses of 
radio expansion of the Ross com- 
pany. 

Agency handles Father Coughlin’s 
air biz, and Overall is Mutual’s man 
on the account. Before CBS dropped 
the priest off its web, Appel handled 
for that chain. 

Albert M. Ross of the ad agency 
made a mild, good-natured denial 
that the Rev. Charles Coughlin, 
whose air account agency handles on 


~ Mutual web and added stations to 


full total of more than 30. broad- 
casters, has any financial interest in 
agency. 





Re: Harry Savoy 





Beverly Hills, Feb. 20. 
Editor VARIETY: 


If I didn’t love you muggs I would 
never take issue with the paragraph 
in last week’s radio section concern- 
ing Harry Savoy on our show. 

Not mentioning his name was just 
in case. After all we have a big 
listening audience—I hope. If the 
guy was a flop why hurt his future 
theatrical engagements? 

However, Harry has made good. 
We got a great response from all 
over the country and so last Sunday 
he started to get the same treatment 
in the way of building as Parkya- 
karkas, Breen, Durbin, et al. 

Eddie Cantor. 


WHAT, NO OPTIONS! 


Jack Benny Document Claimed Free 
of More Mind Changes 











New contract with Jack Benny 
which General Foods has okayed 
through the Young & Rubicam 


agency is a straight three-year prop- 
Osition. It takes effect the fall of 
1937 and expires in June, 1940. 

Benny will go on taking his sum- 
mer vacations from the air during 
the three-year period. 





Fran Heyser to L. A. 
Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Fran Heyser, program director of 
KMBC, Kansas City, hopped the 
Chief last week for a flip to Holly- 
wood where he will huddle with Ar- 
thur Church, head of KMBC. 


Understood that Heyser’ and 


of | 





Guest List | 





AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—-WJZ) 

Mar. 2—Jack Benny, 

a &: ¥. 
(Th. 8—-WABC) 
Feb. 25—Walter Hampden, Donald 
Liff, Henry Youngman. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Feb. 27—Fray and Braggiotti, 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 

Feb, 24—Bobby Gilbert. 
lonna, Three Stewart Sisters, 
Kelso and Hildegarde Halliday. 

CAMPBELL 


Jim 


Jerry Co- | 





(Fri. 9—-WABC) 
Feb. 26—Barbara Stanwyck, Joel 
McCrea. 
Mar. 5—Victor McLaglen Peter 
Lorre, June Lang, Burns and Allen 


FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 


Mar. 1—Margaret Speaks. 
FORD 

(Su. 9—WABC) 
Feb. 28—Same as is. 


Mar. 2—Myra Heff. 

FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—WABC) 

Mar. 2—George Stone, 

GENERAL FOODS 
(Calumet) 
(Su. 5—WJZ) 

Feb. 28—Frank Bradley, Dorothy 
Selden Warner, William Hess, Ben- 
Mrs. Amy Guy, Joseph 
Gabriel Heatter. 

GROUP OF BANKS 

(Fri. 10 p.m.—WABC) 

Feb. 26—Raymond Moley. 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 


Feb. 24—Virginia Hamill. 
Feb. 26—Mrs. Clara Savage Little- 
| dale. 

Mar. 1—Gretta Palmer. 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
(1847 Rogers Bros.) 

(Su. 4:30—WEAF) 
Feb. 28—Arnold Eidus. 
KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 





Church are planning to dig up some 


Screen personalities to appear 
new KMBC disked program. 





Scripps-Howard Huddle 


Cincinnati, Feb. 23. 
William A. Clark, manager of 
WCPO, and eight associates from 
that station and its affiliate news- 


paper, the Scripps-Howard Cincin- 
nae Post, put in the week-end in De- 
roit. 

Understood here that Continental 


plans acquisition of a radio outlet in 
Detroit 


| 





+e o 
on a} Gang 


Feb. 25—Sidney Skoisky, 

Cagney, Mary Garden. 
KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 

Mar. 2—Helen Morgan, Del Cafino, 

Lucielle Browning. 
LOCAL DEP’T STORE 
(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 

Feb. 25—Al Goodman and orches- 

tra, Betty Lawford. 


Jimmy 


LUX 
(Mon. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 1—Chas. Winninger, Richard 
Arlen, Sally Eilers. 


MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—-WEAF) 
25—Mary Small, Ruth Chat- 
Marjorie Edwards. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—-WEAF) 
Feb. 27—Donald_ Dickson, 
Graeser, Bobby Dolan. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Feb. 27—Willie and Eugene How- 
ard, 


Feb. 
terton, 


Lucia 


ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 
Feb. 25—Jean Sablon, Jean Her- 
sholt, Edgar Bergen, Hilaire Belloc. 


RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Feb. 28—Jessie Matthews (broad- 
casting from London), Didu Sayao, 


Ruth Davis, 
Evans. 


Henri Deering, Maurice 
SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 
Feb. 27—Frank Buck. Donald 
Duck, Fr. Bernard Hubbard, Cave- 
liers Quartet. 


CBS’ D. C. Press Show 





Washington, Feb. 23. 


President Roosevelt and Washing- 
ton scribes will b>: entertained Sat- 


urday (27) night by eight CBS acts, 
which will provide entertainment 


for annual White House Correspon- 
dents’ Association dinner. While po- 
litical bigshots don the feedbag, they 
will be amused by contingent head- 
ed by Lanny Ross and Jane Froman. 
includes Mark Warnow’s or- 
chestra, Al Pearce, Red Dust (dog 
act), Three Speeds (skaters), Dor- 
othy Young (Dancer) and Signor 
Wenches’ (ventriloquist). Rest 
program, from which speeches are 
banned, will be a gag newsreel 
directed by Art De Titta, Fox Movie- 
tone rep. 


Vim Show Folds 
‘Jack Arthur revue’ (Vim Radio) 
drops off WOR, N. Y., after next 
Monday's (29) broadcast. 
Show has run 65 weeks. 








|cer & Brewer, 


—— | 





‘SOAK RADIO’ LEGISLATION SPREADS; 


STRONG NEED FOR DE 





First Sock Rights 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Race between the House and 
the Senate to see which branch 
will take first crack at the FCC 





and broadcasters was shaping 
up last week. As agitation over 
radio gained speed in both sides 
of Congress, House group want- 
ing to turn its guns on the Com- 
mish and licensees began trying 
to prod the slow-moving Rules 
Committee, which is sitting on 
the Connery res9dlution 
Speed-up resulted from tips 
that two or three Senators are 


playing with the idea of launch- 


ing a probe, now that Senator 
Burton Wheeler, of Montana, 
has focused attention on the 


press-broadcaster topic. 











PEARCE ON HOP 
FOR FORD'S 
AM SHOW 


Al Pearce will commute to Mich- 
igan weekly to act as m.c. of an 
amateur program sponsored by Ford 
dealers of that state. He will rotate 








Many of Proposals 


Fantastic But Others 


FENSE MEASURES 


More 


Threatening—State Associations Revived Under 


General Alarm 


the 


state 


than 
ention from 


Radio is getting 
usual amount of att 
and national politicians 
nominated for the role of burden- 
carrier for tax-desperate authorities 
Its reputation as an industry 
panding prosperity coupled with the 


more 


and looks 


of ex- 


publicity of the salaries paid to the 
big radio stars has had its due effect 
upon the politicans who are usually 
well informed on who's got the 
marbles 

One result of the recent outcrop- 
ping of tax and censorship legisla- 
tion aimed at radio is to revive 


snoozing broadcasting trade associa- 
tions in various states. Fortunately 
for the radio biz most of the political 
measures thus far have been gro- 
tesque and radical and 
likely to be self-defeating 
job of lobbying against 
tough. 
is no 


but the 


central unit to send 
to scattered battle 
adverse legislation is 
National Association of 
Broadcasters and the several state 
associations lack funds and aggres- 
sive policies in this regard. 

If the recent trend of thought 
among the tax-the-other-fellow deep | 


strong 
shock troops 
fronts when 
threatened. 


| organization is connected, came on 
from Washington for the pow wow. 

State association will handle mu- 
tual problems of its members, make 
decision upon acceptance or rejec- 
tion of programs dealing with social 
diseases, afford a general exchange 
of business ideas and pass upon 
maintenance of rates Membershiy 
dues, it was agreed, will be $75 per 
station annually. 

Among others attending the meet- 
ing were C. W. Hayes of WHBC, 
Canton; Sidney Ten Eyck, WSMK, 
Dayton; J. Leonard Reinsch,. WHIO, 
Dayton; Vernon Pribble, WTAM, 
Cleveland; H. K. Carpenter, Cleve- 


therefor | 


them is | 
Unlike the film business there | 


j}ments 
| Ohio 


|duce 
| broadcasting companies to 2%4%% 


| thinkers continues the industry will | 


| 


between the eight towns of the 
King-Trendle Michigan network. In | 


addition to a half hour on the air, 
an extra hour stage show for invited 
audiences will be provided. 


harder. With an F. C. C. investiga- 


‘tion in the works the guerrilla tac- 
| tics among the states is alarming. 


Pearce will do a straight m.c. with | 


no characterizations. 


Michigan deal 


is additional to his regular NBC net- 
work program for Ford. N. W. Ayer | 


is agency in both instances. 
WSPD, Toledo, will be added to 
the Michigan group. 


Station Reps Talk Merger 


Talk 








is on between Small, Spen- 
newspaper reps, and 
Westen, Frykman & Allen, station 
reps, about merging their interests. 
Both outfits have stations in Wis- 
consin. 

S-P-B figures that the consolida- 
tion would give it an already organ- 
ized rep office, while W-R-A sees an 
expansion of its station list. Latter 
organization has a setup in Chicago 
as well as New York. 


Cincinnati, Feb. 23. 
Ohio Broadcasters’ Association was 
|reborn here Thursday (18) at a 
special session in the Netherland 


| by Representative 


Plaza hotel, called principally for 
organized opposition to bill recently 
introduced 
Joseph Duffey, 
Democrat of Cleveland, to tax all 
Ohio stations 10% on proceeds from 
commercial programs. Body had 


| been inactive for some time. 


John Patt of WGAR, Cleveland, 
who served as chairman and issued 
the call for the meeting, was elected 
president. Richard A. Borel of 
WBNS, Columbus, was made vice- 
president, and W. P. Williams, Jr., of 
WKBN, Youngstown, became secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

James W. Baldwin, managing di- 
rector of the National Association of 
_ Broadcasters, with which the Ohio 








Me, Too, Prall Told Senate 


Favors 


Strictness, Agrees with Criticisms, 


But Lacks Authority to Do Much 


Washington, Feb. 23 

Tightening up of several features 
of the Communications Act, giving 
the F.C.C. authority to supervise 
character of programs, prevent traf- 
ficking in licenses, suspend fran- 
chises for limited periods, and 
of stations, urged 


tion was 


ning S. Prall, Senate Appropriations 


ex- 
|ercise closer supervision over opera- 
upon | 
| Congress recently by Chairman An- 


| effect on the industry 


Committee records revealed last 
week. 

Receiving an _ intensive grilling 
from several committeemen, Prall 
| defended chains and doubted the | 
|; wisdom of a uniform scale of li- 
cense fees but surprised industry 


| Administration 


PFU. 


| duct of the industry. 


people and lawmakers by agreeing 
that more teeth in the present law 
would be desirable. With Senator 
James Byrnes of South Carolina, an 
spokesman, setting 
the pace, several solons indicated 
they share spreading feeling that the 
is delinquent and should take 
a more aggresive stand toward con- 
On most points, 


| Prall countered by suggesting the 
j|law be amended to give the Com- 


of | 





mish ample enforcement powers. 
Chairman’s opinion that the Com- 
mish should have broader authority 
to supervise the performance of li- 
censees was elicited by Senator 
William G. McAdoo of California, 
who appeared displeased over the 
conduct of the industry. Explaining 
the law prohibits censorship and al- 
lows the F.C.C. only to renew or 
cancel franchises as punishment, 


Prall told the legislators, ‘I feel per- 
sonally that if we were authorized 
under the act to quiet a station or 
delete it for a temporary period 
if we might close the station for 
two weeks for a violation or six 
months—it would have a salutary 
as a whole.’ 

This sentiment on the part of the 
Commish head extended to the ques- 
tion of more direct program super- 
vision. Replying to questions from 
Senator Carter Glass of Virginia, 
Prall said he believes it would be 
desirable for the Commish to be 
able to dictate ‘the use of the time 
they are selling to advertisers.’ Al- 
theugh he recalled the Commish is 


probably have to hit the line a lot | Legislature 


jand 


land; William S. Hedges, Frank M. 
Smith and Bob Kennett of Crosley’s 
WLW and WSAI, Cincy; John Me- 
Cormick, WKRC, and William A. 
Clark, WCPO, Cincinnati. 


Feb. 23. 
Rep. Joseph Duffy of Cleveland is 
reported to be considering amend- 
to his bill introduced in the 
Legislature which would re- 
the franchise tax on _ radio 
of 
the gross sales. Bill originally called 
for 10% of gross. 

Another bill introduced in Ohio 
would require ASCAP 
organizations of a similar na- 


Columbus, 


jture to be licensed by the state and 


| pay 


| 





a tax of 5% of gross collected. 


Seattle, Feb. 23. 
Censorship of radio programs and 


| a two per cent tax on local business 
| of radio stations were asked in two 





| 


in the State Legislature | 





bills introduced in the Washington 
state senate last week. 

Proposing establishment of a 
board of three members, one to be 
appointed by the governor and the 
others to be the secretary of state 
and the state auditor, the censor bill 
would appropriate $5,000 to initiate 
the board. Salary of the governor's 
appointee would be $6,000. 

‘It shall be the duty of the board,’ 
the bill reads, ‘to censor radio broad- 
casting programs originating within 
the state to the end that only moral, 
educational or amusing and harm- 
less programs shall be placed on the 
air...in such a manner as will create 
the least interference with the busi- 
ness and not in any way interfere 
with any programs originated out- 
side the state.’ 

Censor bill provides for an assess- 
ment against the stations of one-half 
of one per cent on income received 
from local advertisers not primarily 
interested in advertising outside the 
state, to £0 for maintenance of the 
censor board. This one-half of one 
per cent assessment would be ab- 
sorbed by the second bill, calling for 
a two per cent occupations tax, 
when that measure took effect on 
April 1. 


Dellas. Feb. 23. 


Texas Broadcasters Association last 
week circularized its members to get 
busy in contacting their local legis- 
lators on several measures which 
threaten the interest of the trade. 
Pending bill which the TBA letter 
particularly scored would permit no 
radio station to employ a technician 
unless he was a member of the ‘Mas- 
ter Union Electricians.’ 

Letter also advised the Texas 
broadcasters to express their oppo- 
sition to two other pending measures, 
one of which would bar dentists 
from advertising other than their 
own and individual names and an- 
other which would make it unlawful 
for non-Texas brewers to sell their 
products in that state without pay- 
ing a 5% levy. With such law in 
effect the Texcs broadcasters feel 


| that they would be prevented getting 


against statutory allocation of time 
for educational and cultural use, 
Prall was of the opinion that the 
_ Commish ‘would be able to accomp- | 
lish things in communities where | 
| very little time is given or can be 
given to local broadcasting.’ 

With several Senators indicating 
'they favor imposition of fees for} 
| broadcast licenses, Prall gave this 
idea qualified backing. He said the 


sition, 





Commish has considered the propo- 
not with the view of submit- 
ting a bill, but from the standpoint 
that broadcasters are making money 
under present conditions and should 
bear some of the cost of regulation. 
He discussed with Senator McAdoo 
and Senator Theodore F. Green of 
Rhode Island the possibility of a tax 
on gross profits, which he said would 
be more equitable than a fiat rate 
system. 









advertising from out of state beers. 
They also believe that the bill's pass- 
age would result in other states re- 
taliating against Texas-made prod- 
ucts. 


MARY SMALL’S PIX BID 


Universal, Grand National and 
Paramount have made.overtures for 
services of Mary Small, 15-year old 
radio warbler, says Ed Wolf, her 
manager. “e 

Wolf is 





holding out for a feature 
rather than just a bit 


spot in a film, 
in a pie. 
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F.C.C. Traces ERPI Radio Role 
Back to 1933 N.A.B. Convention: 
Suppression of Criticism Motive 





Washington, Feb. 23. 
Although its entry into the radio 
field was belated and subsequent ac- 
tivities have been limited, Electri- 
cal Research Products Ine., has 
taken more than $1,250,000 from 
makers and users of transcriptions 


for broadcasting, F.C.C. revealed 
Thursday (18). Huge proportion 
was velvet. 

Growing importance of ERPI’s 


connection with the broadcasting 
business was reflected clearly in the 
three-volume report on this phase 
of the Bell telephone system pre- 
sented by Commish researchers as 
part of the $1,200,000 probe of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
monopoly. Previously the F.C.C. 
showed that through wire charges, 
A.T.&T. pocketed more than $35,- 
000,000 from networks and stations. 

Declining royalties from phono- 
graph business and discarding of the 
sound-on-disc technique by the film 


industry led ERPI to enter the radio | 


transcription business several years 
ago, report emphasized. Since that 
time the Bell system subsid has been 
taking advantage of every new op- 
portunity to increase its hold on the 
radio field, although curbed to some 
extent by limitations imposed by 
Western Electric, its parent, and the 
cross-licensing agreements negoti- 
ated in 1926 with makers of broad- 
casting equipment. 


Recent History 


At first ERPI’s entry into broad- 
casting was checked by agreements 
which gave Graybar a monopoly on 
all sound recording and reproduc- 
tion business not related with mo- 
tion, pictures, but exception was 
made to enable ERPI to get a clutch 
on the disc business. F.C.C. noted 
that bitter dispute was waged be- 
tween Graybar and ERPI over the 
latter’s alleged usurpation of the for- 
mer’s exclusive field. The equip- 
ment, no longer needed by film stu- 
dios and theatres, was a white ele- 
phant, although it could have used 
in the fields delegated to Graybar. 
ERPI feared that if the apparatus 
were exploited by Graybar it might 
get into hands of competitors in the 
sound picture field, Commish stu- 
dents said. Consequently, surplus 
machines were withheld and ERPI 
went into radio business. 

Although it first began leasing and 
selling equipment for recording and 
reproduction in the broadcasting 
field in 1930, ERPI did not jump in 
with both feet until two years ago, 
F.C.C. review pointed out. Since 
June, 1935, however, ERPI has been 
doing the recording and processing 
for World Broadcasting and for 
Wired Radio. 

Broadcasting stations have pro- 
duced the bulk of the ERPI revenue 
from broadcasting. Commish tabu- 
lation showed payments on pur- 
chases and leases of reproducing 
equipment brought $879,681 from 
stations up to Dec. 31, 1935. This 
business has slumped since the start. 
Total yield was $245,870 in 1930 and 
$284,176 in 1931, but dropped to $88.- 
742 in 1935. The profit in this field 
has been heavy, however, aggre- 
gating $556,251 over a six-year pe- 
riod, or more than 63%. Gravy in 
1931 was $181,829 and in 1935 was 
$62,908. 

Disc makers have paid $206,821 
for service rendered by ERPI under 
the agreements to record and pro- 
cess programs for World and Wired 
Radio. This is, a new field for the 
Bell subsid and showed promise of 
being a neat source of profit. In 
1934, the first year, total receipts 
were $11,256 and a deficit of $1.376 
was incurred, but in 1935 the vield 


jumned to $195,565 and a profit of | 


$8.191 was enjoyed. 

Equipment leases and sales to wax 
studios at the outset of ERPI’s ex- 
cursion into radio brought $182,856, 
while royalties, mostly from World 


have aggregated $27,113. Biggest 
year for installations in shops of 


disc-makers was 1930, when gross 
revenue touched $65,795. With ERPI 
doing the bulk of the recording and 
processing in Jater years, this source 
is drying up and produced only $14,- 
195 in 1925. 


Influenced Publications? 


ERPI’s efterts to stave off criticism ! 


about ifs contracts with broadcasters 
several years ago care in for dis- 
cussion in ¥.C.C. history. Bleats 
were so strony that in 1933 ERPI 


covered, reporting that the Bell sub- 
sid ‘used its contacts with officials 
of the National Associaiion of Broad- 
casters and radio publications to at- 
| tempt to suppress widespread airing 
| of the grievances of radio stations.’ 
, Memo from an ERPI official un- 
| earthed by the F.C.C. sleuths said 
unidentified N.A.B. executive tried 
to silence talk about telephone 
charges at one convention while the 
undistlosed document further point- 
!ed out that no official action was 
taken by N.A.B. members on the 
subject. 





Washington, Feb. 23. 

Five film studios have been li- 
censed to produce discs for broad- 
casting, F.C.C. revealed last week in 
report on activities of Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc. 
Competing in limited way with 
| World Broadcasting and even ERPI, | 
| Hollywood has paid total of less than 
$5,000 in royalties for the right to 
make transcriptions. Biggest sum 
came from Paramount which coughed 
up $2,325 for discs recorded in a 
single year. Metro paid $1,377 over 
two years, Columbia $182 over two 
years, and United Artists and Fox 
$150 and $75 respectively for one 
year. 





— 


Network Chart 


CBS RENEWALS . 

Gulf: ‘Phil Baker,’ beginning Feb. 
21; for 52 weeks. Albany, Baltimore, 
Boston, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Hartford, Indianapolis, 


| spring and summer 





Louisville, New York City, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Providence, Syra- | 
cuse, Washington, Akron, Columbus, 
Dayton, Rochester, Worcester, Toledo 
(through April 25 only), Atlantic 
City, Bangor, Binghamton, Harris- 
burg, South Bend, Springfield, Utica, 
Wheeling, Youngstown, Atlanta, Bir- 
mingham, Chattanooga, Knoxville, 
Memphis, Mobile, Montgomery, Nash- 
ville, New Orleans, Pensacola, Jack- 
sonville, Orlando, Miami, Tampa, 
Charlotte, Durham, Greensboro, 
Richmond, Roanoke, Savannah, Win- 
ston-Salem, Dallas, Houston, Little 
Rock, San Antonio, Shreveport, 
Tulsa, Waco, Denver. 

American Home Products (Koly- 
nos, Bi-So-Dol): ‘Hammerstein Music 
Hall’ and ‘Broadway Varieties,’ be- 
ginning Feb. 25; for 52 weeks. (Koly- 
nos: Tuesdays, 8 to 8:30 p.m.; Bi-So- 
Dol: Fridays, 8 to 8:30 p.m.), Basic 
21, Akron, Columbus, Dayton, Roch- 
ester, Worcester, Springfield, Topeka, 
Charlotte, Richmond, Atlanta, Bir- 





mingham*, Memphi, New Orleans, 
Dallas, Oklahoma City*, Jacksonville. 
Orlando, Minneapolis, Denver, Salt 
Lake City, Pacific Coast Group. (*get 
Bi-So-Dol only). 

General Baking (Bond Bread). 
‘Guy Lombardo and His Orchestra.’ 
beginning Feb. 21; for 52 weeks. Al- 
bany, Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Hartford, Indian- 
apolis, Kansas City, Louisville, New 
York City, Philadelphia, Providence, 
St. Louis, Syracuse, Washington, Co- 
lumbus, Rochester, Worcester, Toledo 
(through April 25 only), Springfield, 
Utica, Wheeling, Wichita, New Or- 
leans, Oklahoma City, Tulsa. 


MUTUAL NEW PROGRAMS 
North American Accident Insur- 
ance Co: ‘Gabriel Heatter,’ Sundays, 
9:30 to 9:45 p.m., beginning Feb. 21; 
for 52 weeks. WOR, WGN, CKLW. 











Note: New programs or renewals 
for more than 13 weeks are gener- 
ally cancellable in cycles of 13 
weeks on 30 days’ notice. 








| 
_Baby Rose, Now 13, Back 


Rose Marie Curley returns to the 
air after a long absence on a new 
sustaining program for CBS called 
‘Grand Palace of the Air.’ Show, in 
rehearsal now, expects to be aired 
within two weeks. 

Now 13 years old, kid was on the 
air steadily for over five years split 
between Grossman Shoes and Tas- 
tyeast. 





‘Hour of Cheer,’ weekly variety 
| half-hour originating at WTIC, 
Hartfora, and piped to WICC, 


Bridgeport-New Haven, renewed by 
Hull’s brewery. Live music will be 





tried to apply pressure, experts dis- used frora now on instead of E. T.’s. 








Score 1 for CBS 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Lita Hiebert of KNX pub- 
licity staff, assigned to get some 
art of Victor Moore and Helen 
Broderick, was told the lensing 
would have to be done at NBC 
studio during rehearsal. 

With a CBS camera under her 
arm, Miss Hiebert ventured into 
NBC studio and there had the 
pictures shot. 














STANDARD OIL'S SPRING | 


FANCY TURNS TO RADIO 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
With the motoring season heading 
’round once more, the Standard Oil 
company of Indiana planning a 
radio program 
McCann 





through the 
agency here. 


| 


Erickson | 


Program being figured on consists | 


of Pat O’Malley as m.c. plus addi- 
tional talent on a once weekly 30- 
minute shot. O’Malley clicked on 
the S.O. show last year when he 
appeared as soloist with the Jack 
Hylton orchestra aggregation. 


CHEVROLET DUE BACK 








Strike Truce Likely to Revive Can- | 


celled Series 





Indications are that the Chevrolet 
‘Musical Moments’ platters will be 
resumed within about two weeks, 
following the recent truce between 
General Motors and the C.I.0. Chevy 
wax campaign, hitting some 385 sta- 
tions with three and five quarter 
hours per week, was one of the big- 
gest jobs that ever came down the 
spot alley, and termination of sched- 
ules during the strike raised havoc 
with station ledgers. 


Campbell-Ewald, agency on the 


account, is currently staging a 
buildup for resumption of the 
spinners. On every station on the 


old schedule, 3 daytime and 3 night- 
time announcements have been or- 
dered to run for 14 straight days, or 
84 all told. Looks like the ‘Musical 
Moments’ will be ushered in imme- 
diately after. 

World Broadcasting, cutters and 
piacers of the wax, currently are 
not worried about the choice Chevy 
spots having been sold elsewhere 
during the ‘strike lapse. Isolated 
checks have shown that the station 
men kept ’em open in the majority 
of cases. 


Trade Commish Says Nix 
To Deilar-Crystal, Omaha 


Washington, Feb. 23. 

Another producer of laxative crys- 
tals. felt the sting of government 
censorship whip last week. Federal 
Trade Commission cracked down on 
Dollar Crystal Co., Omaha, for mis- 
leading propaganda broadcast in 
programs plugging ‘Genuine Texas 
Mineral Crystals’ and ‘Texas Mineral 
Water Crystals.’ 

Commish told the company to 
quit claiming in broadcasts that the 
cure-alls are not habit-forming and 
have value_in treating numerous ail- 
ments. 


‘Actor’ Looks Set 


Indications yesterday (Tuesday) 
were that Chase & Sanborn Coffee 
would continue ‘Do You Want to Be 
an Actor?’ in its Sunday night hour 
on NBC after the expiration of the 
present 13-week cycle, March 14. 

Several changes will be made in 
the routining of the program. 


Ed East’s One-Timer 


Special one-time combination re- 
vival-audition of Ed East’s ‘Tin Pan 
Alley Troubadours’ is scheduled for 
10 p. m., March 9, over NBC. By a 
coincidence East and Dumke are in 
it. 

Others include Agnes Moorhead, 
Peg LaCentra, Cavaliers Quartet and 
Harold Levey’s orchestra. 

















Boake Carter Continues 
Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 


Boake Carter has just signed an- 
other termer to begin fifth year of 
spieling for Philco. He also began 
last Monday (15) writing daily col- 
umn for Ledger Syndicate. 

This will be commentator’s seventh 
year of continuous broadcasting over 
WCAU. He has never missed a 
scheduled airing, even gabbing into 
a mike slung over his hospital bed 
while confined for foot operation, 


| 


| 








Inside Stuf—Radio 





Trying to keep three contracts from overlapping kept Buddy Rogers 
on the hop last week and gave Jack Hasty, producing the National Biscuit 
airshow on the Coast, a case of leaping jitters. Up to three hours before 
last Friday’s (19) broadcast, Hasty didn’t know whether Rogers would 
be cut in from New York, appear in person or show up at all. 

Seems that British International Pictures was getting impatient for 
Rogers to make good the one picture he owes them without any more 
postponements. When he hauled east Hasty let out a yowl and things 
began to look dark for Rogers. Threats flew thick and fast. Then came 
the settlement with Rogers sailing for his English picture and National 


~ Biscuit postponing a week its swing over to Columbia from NBC, His 


picture work at Columbia also marks time until his return from the isle. 





Ireene Wicker, the ‘Singing Lady’ (Kellogg) over NBC, is quite perturbed 
over what is described as an erroneous story that appeared in a radio 
fan mag. Yarn intimated that Miss Wicker recently shifted her scene of 
mike operations from Chicago to New York because of alleged marital 
rift. Actually it is said she came east solely because Kellogg wished her 
to originate her programs from N. Y. 

Walter Wicker stayed behind in Chicago because he is collaborating on 
a book at present and his co-scribbler could not make New York base of 
their writing. 

Miss Wicker was quite annoyed by the wrong idea yarn planted among 
her juvenile air fans. Quite a few clipped the piece from periodical, 
mailed it to her and asked if such a thing were true. 


Although NBC was quick to retract an announcement that Bobby Breen 
had been signed by its artists’ bureau for a episodic series by Gertrude 
Berg, it is understood that the deal is all cut and dried and the singing 
moppet will be heard in the Berg script over NBC. When the story broke, 
Sol Lesser, picture producer, to whom Breen is under contract, let out a 
yelp denying everything. Lowdown is that the arrangement was com- 
pleted orally and that the story was released before the pen was passed 
around. 

Lesser has a deal with CBS Broadcasting for the young singer which 
runs out April. It is also known that RKO studio is interested in Breen 
so that should clinch it for NBC. 





Courts and clinics have been multiplying for some time. Meanwhile, 
bar associations don’t like the word ‘court’ in radio program titles and 
medical associations frown upon the designation ‘clinic’ applied to enter- 
tainment, 

Some of the current samples of these courts and clinics are WNAC, 
Boston’s ‘Marriage Clinic’; WBAL, Baltimore’s ‘Crime Clinic’; WBT, Char- 
lotte’s ‘Court of Current Events’; KRMT, Des Moines’ ‘Cupid Court’; 
WBNX’s ‘Public Relations Bureau’ and ‘Life Insurance Forum.’ 

WBRY, Waterbury, Conn., has a ‘Youth Court of Character. WFAA, 
Dallas, has ‘Law for Laymen’ and WMCA has its ‘Good Will Hour,’ from 
which the word court has been eliminated. 





WGY, Schenectady, had its 15th anniversary Feb. 20, but formal observ- 
ance of the birthday was postponed until next summer when the Schenec- 
tady station opens its new studio building. Three men on the staff when 
the G. E. put the transmitter on the air for an hour program the night of 
Feb. 20, 1922, are still at WGY. They are Kolm D. Hager, manager; Wil- 
liam T. Meenam, director of publicity, and Willard J. Purcell, chief en- 
gineer. Hager, his wife, and Robert Wiedaw, now connected with the 
Hartford Power & Light Company, comprised the original program de- 
partment. 





Brain trust to supervise preparation of government radio programs was 
formed last week by Federal Education Commissioner J. W. Studebaker. 

Enlisting small group of pedagogs to advise on educational features 
being aired by more than 50 CBS stations, Dr. Studebaker appointed Dr. 
Herbert Wright, professor of internatonal law at Catholic University, and 
Dr. Ben A. Arneson, head of political science department at American 
University, to edit scripts and make policy suggestions. First chore is in 
connection with the ‘Let Freedom Ring’ series which opened Monday (22), 
dramatizing the writing of the Federal Constitution. 





Corporations holding key radio patents cannot be forced to make them 
available to other radio manufacturers, the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled in Philadelphia last week. 

Suit brought against Radio Corporation of America by F. D. A. Andrea, 
radio manufacturer of Woodside, N. Y., was dismissed. Andrea charged 
R.C.A. violated Sherman Anti-truster because it has ‘monopoly on nearly 
all vital patents’ on receiving sets. It asked that the corporation be made 
to grant Andrea a license to use those patents. 





Columbia found last week that it had made an $18,000 error in its com- 
putation of the network’s January income from time sales. According to 
rey —* figure that network topped the gross for NBC’s red (WEAF) 

y $4,000. 

Where Columbia’s statistical department got jammed was in failing to 
figure Rinso as a five-times-a-week account. Prior to Jan. 1 the soap used 
four periods a week and in making up the gross for last month treated 
this account as still doing a foursome. CBS’ revamped total for the past 
month is $2,378,620. The red link grossed $2,374,663. 





After a few thousand years of plodding along without such aid, p.a. 
systems have been installed in the towers of some of the more preten- 
tious mosques in and around Iraq, Persia. Used to amplify the ‘Muezzin,’ 
the sundown call to prayer issued nightly to the natives of Mohammedan 
faith. The wires are strung out of the towers, and the amplifying horns 


are spotted distances away to carry the prayer chant beyond the range 
of natural voice. 





Pile of bills restricting radio advertising mounted higher last week with 
introduction of still another proposal to outlaw broadcasting of booze 
propaganda. Companion to the stringent Capper bill was fathered in the 
House of Representatives by Congressman Francis D. Culkin of New York. 
Measure hits newspapers, magazines, films, and records, as well as radio 
stations. Punishment could be fines up to $1,000 and sentences up to a 
year for first offense, with jail term doubled for subsequent violations. 





On one of the network script shows both scripter and leading man 
were goofy about leading lady. Author didn’t notice cooing in program 
was softer than he wrote it and didn’t even know they were married 
last Christmas. But he found out. 

That made the leading man incompetent. In due time he was written 
out of the script. So far the girl has stayed in. She has the title role. 





Federal Social Security Board stands out as one of the biggest govern- 
ment grabbers of free air time. Without spending a dime for station fa- 
cilities SSB, during first six months of its operations, grabbed off an ag- 
gregate of 60 hours. Much of it was network time with major chains kick- 
ing in liberally last fall when the registration feature of the old-age- 
pension system went into operation. 





Adrian James Flanter, for several years with World Broadcasting, has 
established an organization in New York City to supply a specialized sales 
promotion service to radio stations. 
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Press Invited, Press Agents Show 
Up, And It's a Problem at NBC 


4 


Columbia Broadcasting System is 
keeping ‘round-the-clock watch in 
its publicity department and, in- 
versely, NBC has chopped its late- 
trick force to one man, John 
McTigue, and shuts up shop at 1 
a.m. NBC formerly maintained 
three men on night duty, but unless 
something especially hot and timely 
is stirring or about to break, 
McTigue will handle alone. 

McTigue, now the lone evening 
watchdog at NBC, has started a one- 
man campaign to make his quarters 
sort of a press-shack for the news- 


paper radio columnists, trade press, 
and other drift-ins who can show 
some connection with publications. | 


McTigue idea is that if he can get the | 


boys coming he may be able to sink 
some shafts of NBC publicity that 
might not otherwise be planted. 
Out-of-Towners 
NBC quarters also to be 
into a hangout for out-of-town news- 


paper crew. Radio editors up and |} 
down the Atlantic seaboard have | 
been contacted and, since most of 


‘em trip into New York every sev- 
eral weeks for some visual viewing 


of broadcasts, McTigue figures he 
can also get through to them for 


NBC publicity’s gain. 

One angle remains which McTigue 
finds a bit baffling. That is how to 
keep personal press agents of radio’s 
w.k. performers from also 
ing around the premises and annoy- 
ing the newspapermen with items 
about their clients. Doesn't want to 
offend the p.a.’s, however, by 
couraging ’em in coming around, be- 
cause the flacks are, after all, work- 
ing for performers aired over NBC. 
Just how situation 
remains to be seen. 





Gabriel Heatter, who has been rid- 
ing over. WOR, Newark, for some 
time commentating for North Amer- 
ican Insurance, branches out over 
couple other Mutual stations, CKLW, 


Detroit, and WGN, Chicago, with his | 


weekly talks. 


turned 


loung- | 
dis- | 


| 
will be handled | earried by WCOP, Boston; 





Literature 


Complaint of radio scriptists 
on financial returns for their 
brainchildren is dramatized by 
circular of the Hollywood Radio 
Productions offering radio sta- 
tions 13 scripts for $10, or if 
bought piecemeal at $1 each. 

Offers mystery, musical, 
comic or what have you for the 
blanket fee. 














Here and There 


WOR, Newark, celebrated 15th 
anni on Monday (22), WHN, New 
| York, takes bows on its same birth- 
| day next month. 





Ray Perkins now under manage- 
| ment of Frank Cooper of Curtis and 
Allen. 


| Armand Tokatyn, opera singer, 
signed by WOR, Newark, and gets 
|; series of air buildup. sprints over 


Mutual net beginning late in March. 


Bert Hale, who formerly chirped 





casters, now on announcing staff at 
WFBL, Syracuse. 


announcer, announces engagement to 


| 
Bob Provan, Jr., WDRC, Hartford, 
| 
| Ruth Gustafson, non-pro. 

| 





Rev. Howard O. Hough’s Radio 
Parish Church of America, emanat- 
ing from WCHS, Portland, Me., now 
WELI, 
New Haven; and WNBC, New Brit- 
ain, Conn. 


Vera Cruz, pop songstress, off 
WELI, New Haven, to join Charlie 
Barnet’s band. 





John Farnsworth and Helen Wag- 


series of interpretative music titled 
‘Legend Airs’ this week on WCOL, 
Columbus. 





lately at WBRY, Waterbury, 
Haven, now at WELI. 


New 





over mikes at several W. Va. broad- | 


George A. Patridge, recently asso- 


ciated with Bob Emery’s spelling bee | 
|} at WOR, Monday (16) opened adult | 
| wordfest 


series at 


WICC, Bridge- 
port. 





Joseph Turin, former Chicago Civic 
Opera tenor, has joined the Ruvinsky 
Trio for a weekly program of songs 
on WHKC, Columbus. 

Union Co., Columbus, has switched 
transcribed kid show, ‘Tim’s Rancho 
Adventures,’ from WHKC to WCOL 


Mary Irene Warner, of Albany 
Evening News, is scripting a sketch 
‘East of Nowhere,’ which brought the 
WGY Player. back to the air lane 
on a late-evening spot. Chester D 
Vedder directs. 

Harry Grattan, New York writer. 
has been eng.uged by. the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission to give a 
serious of talks on America each 
week over the national chain. 

WHN, N. Y., plotting flock of spe- 
cial features for st: tion’ 15th 
which will be celebrated in 
March. 


anni 
mid- 


Cedric Foster, mgr. of WTHT. 
owned by the Hartford Times, has 
returned to his desk following an ill- 
ness. 

Harry Hartman’s 
sports spieler for 
| (originally WFBE) 


tenth year as 
WCPO, Cincy 
observed last 


miker from city officials, big league 
ballplayers and prominent athletes. 

Ralph Kanna left announcerial post 
at WELI, New Haven, for copywrit- 
ing job at Chase Brass, Waterbury. 
Edward J. Lush succeeds at mike 
stint. 





Earl Lawrence, orchestrator 
\the Firestone program, in 
after taking his dog for a_ walk. 
Hound ran between Lawrence’s legs 


for 


| ner, two-piano team, begin a weekly |when he was chasing him. Tangle 


Sid Goluboff, news chatterer until | 


| week with blurbing bouquets to the | 


hospital | 


| 





° 
Colossal Minnow 
Los Angeles, Feb. 23. 

Many freak stories have come 
out of the flood zone but few 
can top the one vouched for by 
Harrison Holliway, KFI-KECA 
manager Hard by KFI’s 
transmitter runs a creek a few 
feet wide.* Lyman Packard, 
chief engineer, saw something 
wiggling in the water and went 
down to investigate He came 
with a salmon trout, 28 
inches long, which he withdrew 
with his bare hands. 

Holliway says he saw the fish 
and also knows Packard to be 
a very truthful lad. 


back 











caused Lawrence to run head on into 


a building. Result was broken 


+ glasses, busted hand, face lacerations 


and a badly knocked head. 


Abe Lyman has cancelled his date 
at the Biscayne Kennel Club, Miami, 
and replaces Bob Haring on the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade, March 3. 

Baltimore’s six leading advertis- 
ing agencies presented with Western 
'Union electric clocks by WFBR. 
Each clock has emblazoned on it 
‘WFBR—The correct station for all 
time.’ 


Ralph Powers from WHN, New 


York, new to announcing staff of 
WFBR, Baltimore, and Gibbs Pen- 
rose, legit, acting and writing at 
WBAL. 





Anice Ives goes with Publicity As- 
sociates. Bettie Glenn will handle. 
Hal McIntyre done as maestro at 
| WNBC, New Britain, Conn., to join 
|Glenn Miller’s new  Rockwell- 
O’Keefe band as arranger-clarinet. 





Young & Rubicam Attacks 
Hitch-Hiking Chain Break 


Blurbs, Demands Elimination 


+ 





VARIETY 


Flurry of self-justification for the 


practice has resulted from a letter 


which William R. Stuhler, director 
of radio for the Young & Rubicam 
agency, addressed to various sta- 
tions demanding that they cease iIn- 
serting sponsored chain-break an- 
nouncements before or after Y & R 
network programs Some of the 
contacted stations have taken the 
position this is a_ trade practice 


which can’t be eliminated overnight. 
Also that, there is a tion 
as to just what segment of time the 
network customer actually buys, 
who is going to reimburse the sta- 
tions for the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars a year in this class of ad- 
vertising if they toss it overboard 
while yielding to the wishes of net- 
work accounts. 


since que 


Stations that seek to argue it out 


hold that all contracts for network 
time read ‘approximately’ and that 
if the affiliates are to give up this 


revenue from chain-break an- 
nouncements there will have to be 
an upward revision of network 
rates, with portion of the tilt passed 


extra 


along to the associated stations. 
Some stations are inclined to agree 
with Stuhler that the chain-break 
causes confusion among listeners as 
to what account is supporting the 
network show, but they also ad- 


vance the thought that the way the 
network commercials are handled 
may have a lot to do with the 
problem. 
List of Offenses 

Stuhler’s letter declares that the 
agency had recently completed a 
check of stations which are interpo- 
lating commercial chain-break an- 


|/nouncements before or after Y & R 


| chents’ 


network programs. Ap- 
pended to each of the letters is a 
list of alleged station-break delin- 


quencies tagged against the station, 
(Continued on page 50) 
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ome-loving Philadelphians 


spend more time with their radios than 


average big-city dwellers. There are 


more homes in Philadelphia than any 


other city in America... and they listen to 


a 





50,0090 WATTS 
Philadelphia 


ROBERT A. STREET +: Commercial Manager 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 





Outstanding Stunts: 





AUDIENCE JURORS 
‘HOMICIDE SQUAD’ 








KGW, PORTLAND, ORE. 





Picks Jury Among Audience 
Portland, Ore. 


Getting the visible audience 
become part of the radio program 
is Showalter Lynch’s new idea for 
‘Homicide Squad.’ Program is a 
mystery thriller sponsored by Com- 
munity Credit, Inc., local financial 
house, and has been on KGW four 
years. 

Sponsor gives out 120 studio ad- 
mission tickets for each show. 
Latest gag is for announcer to pick 
out at random 12 persons from this 
audience to form a jury. Their 
names and addresses are miked as 
part of the program. Mystery show 
then proceeds with regular cast of 
performers. 

At conclusion of this half-hour 
program, the jury men and women 
selected from the studio audience 
are called upon to deliver brief 
opinions on the solution. Or an 
opinion on whether characters in 
the script were guilty or not guilty. 
Much of continuity is written from 
genuine police cases of the past, in 
which case the actual verdict on 
record is given after the radio 
jurors have voiced their views. 

Stunt works up a lot of interest 
among dialers. Possibility of some 
acquaintance being picked for a 
juror is one angle. Seeing how well 
a radio jury tallies with actual so- 
lution is another. ‘Homicide Squad’ 
is among the better known pro- 
grams on the local air. 





Junior Reporter Contest 


San Francisco. 
Portable typewriter, a candid 
camera and a pen and pencil set 
awarded as prizes three times a 
week in the S. & W. Junior News 
Parade, to be aired starting Friday 
(19) over the coast NBC-Red net- 


work from the web’s local studios. 
Shows,)} sponsored by Sussman- 
Wormsgr (food products), will offer 


the prpfzes for the three best news 
stories concerning boys and girls be- 
tween eight and 18 years of age, 
submitted by juve listeners in the 
same age group. 


Stories will be dramatized by 





—_——-- 


to | 





7. 


Caryl Coleman of Botsford, Constan- 
tine & Gardner agency, with a cast 
of NBC actors and Eddie Firestone, 
Jr., juve player, as the star reporter. 
All entrants in the contests will be 
made ‘junior reporters,’ receiving 
badges and copies of a semi-monthly 
miniature newspaper in which will 
appear outstanding stories not wsed 
on the air. Coleman will edit the 
sheet. Material for initial broadcasts 
was secured. in advance through 
|schools and Parent-Teacher associa- 
tions. 





Week 

New York. 
National Music Week Committee 
|has picked the week of May 2 to 8 
ifor its annual celebration. This 
|year’s slogan is ‘Foster Local Music 
Talent.’ 


National Music 








WBIG’s Promotional Folder 
Greensboro, N. C. 

WBIG, Greensboro, N. C., has dis- 
tributed to the advertising trade 
promotional folder, containing facts, 
data and pictures about the station. 
Info about the outlet’s trading area 
reflects thorough detailing. There 
is also a popularity survey and a 
series of coverage maps. 

Talent picture section contains one 
showing the members of Fred 
Steele’s Hillbilly show. Two of them 
are in blackface. 





WHIO’s ‘Humanity’ Felder 
Dayton, O. 

WHIO has put out a folder, ‘On 
the Air for Humanity,’ containing 
reproductions of news stories com- 
menting on the station’s work dur- 
ing the recent midwest floods and 
also pictures showing the WHIO 
staff at their relief efforts. 





Mutual’s Coast Piece 
New York. 

Mutual Network plays up its Don 
Lee connection as a source of pro- 
gram material in a promotional 
piece, ‘Hollywood Moves,’ which was 
distributed to the trade last week. 
Text is illustrated by a couple of 
manikins and relates how ‘Soap 
Boss,’ employer of ‘Miss Mabel,’ 
stenog, pulled himself out of a sales 
slump by buying a Mutual coast-to- 
coast hookup and originating the 
program from Hollywood. 





Window Display on News Casting 
Columbus, O. 
Cussins & Fearn, sponsors of Fred 
Bennett’s news broadcasts on WCOL, | 

















PROOF of POPULARITY’ 











Actual recorded facts from 
recent station check: 
No. of No. of 
KSTP Accounts StationB Accounts 
Local .. 55-64% Local .24-44.5%, 
Nat'l . 31-36% Nat'l .30-55.5% 
Total . 8 Total ...54 
MINNEAPOLIS 


For Rates and Schedules, Address Ray C. 
KSTP, Minneapolis—Saint Paul, Minnesota, 
In New York, Chicago. Detroit and San 








AND VARIETY IS 


RIGHT! 


The Annual Variety Survey again 
establishes KSTP as the leader 
in showmanship in the Twin 
Cities area. 


Another reason why MORE local 
and national advertisers select 
KSTP.* 


Another reason why KSTP as- 
sures MORE listeners per dollar 
.». which means the BEST BUY 
in the entire Northwest. 


SAINT PAUL 


Jenkins, General Sales Manager, 
or our National Representatives: 
Francisco—Paul H, Raymer Co. 


EDT PEDAL ENE LONE L LITE LTO ALT LL LELELL SETI T 


| only 





Leo in Radio 





Loew-owned WHN, N. Y., has 
commenced using ‘Leo,’ the 
M-G-M trademark lion, on all 
station advertising. 

In past theatres and other 
enterprises operated by Loew 
have refrained from adopting 
‘Leo,’ leaving figure in M-G-M’s 
exclusive possession. 











worked up a lot of interest in the 
program through a window display 
illustrating the gathering of news by 
INS and the way it’s put on the air. 
Center of the display was a teletype, 
surrounded by four panels of pic- 
tures illustrating handling of King 
Edward’s abdication and a resume of 
the manner in which Jimmy Kilgal- 
len covered a double execution at 
Sing Sing. 

Emphasized was the beat Bennett 
scored on other local stations on the 
abdication and on a number of other 
news events in recent months. 





Santa Barbara Heard From 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 

KDB, Santa Barbara, helped hypo 
donations town accorded Red Cross 
flood relief by hitting air with an 
hour program that used a_ cash 
register as a novel appurtenance. 
During course of program, phone 
call pledges of donations were 
solicited and public was asked to 
drop their dough at any bank or Red 
Cross agency. 

During program account was kept 
of the swelling tide of donations by 
ringing up the sums on the cash 
register and announcing over air 
each amount. 

Santa Barbara bettered its quota 
to flood-relief by more than 100%. 





‘Constant Repetition of Theme’ 
Cleveland. 

WTAM, local NBC owned and op- 
erated outlet, got itself a little pub- 
licity by announcing that it had 
banned all use of theme music from 
its programs. Dance bands were 
included in the order, which can be 
applied only to local programs. 

Vernon H. Pribble. Cleveland di- 
vision mgr. for NBC, was respon- 
sible for the edict, holding that the 
‘constant repetition of theme de- 
stroys the effectiveness of a pro- 
gram.’ 





Where It Matters 


On WDAY, Fargo, N. D., ‘ 
gart filling stations air daily periods 
on which conditions of highways 
and country roads are announced. 

Gets listener attention in a region 
where snow piles up as high as 12 
feet in drifts that naturally impede 
traffic. 





Noses vs. Ears at NBC 

New York City. 
NBC combines a plug for its studio 
tour business and the red and blue 
networks in a throwaway which 
stresses the fact that the Statue of 
Liberty now is third as a poirt of 
interest to New York visitors. NBC 
studio tours are tabbed first, with 
the Empire State building second. 
(Metropolitan Museum and Natural 
History ditio evidently not in run- 
ning.) 

Broadcasting company’s pamphlet 
asserts: ‘Yet to NBC, counting noses 
is only incidental. We take our 
greatest pride in counting ears. 
Through its blue and red networks, 
the National Broadcasting Co. can 
reach and command the attention of 
more ears than any other institution 
in the world. 





Pirogue Races on WWL 
New Orleans. 

Annual pirogue races at Bayou 
Barataria will be broadcast over 
CBS and WWL this spring. Inas- 
much as newsreel cameramen are 
sent here annually for the event, the 
airways believe it will be a good 
novelty. 

Participants in the race are trap- 
pers and fishermen of the bayou sec- 
tion of the state. Pirogues are speedy 
little boats carved from hollow logs 
and propelled bv double blade pad- 
dle. Jimmy. Willson, WWL an- 
nouncer. who recently described the 
Mardi Gras over CRS, will get the 
assignment. 





Sidewalk Doughnut-Eating 
Atlanta, Ga. 

WGST’s Sidewalk Snoopers aired 
swallow-by-swallow description of a 
doughnut eating contest. Boys got 
themselves a couple of dozen 
crullers and selected from the crowd 
a couple of young ladies, who not 
said they were hungry, but 
were fond of doughnuts and felt like 
they both could eat a dozen each if 
necessary to win the prize promised 
by the Snoopers. 

After the doughnuts were eatén 
and the race described by the Snoop- 
ers, the award was made to the win- 
ner: 

A dozen doughnuts! 





Theatre Stunt by WNBR 
Memphis. 
Going over big is the Kroger- 
Piggly-Wiggly-sponsored ‘Question 





| Night’ of Radio Station WNBR and 


the Orpheum theatre. Paul Hodges, 
naster-of-ceremonies, strolls up and 
‘own the aisles in the Orpheum for 
30 minutes every Monday night be- 
ginning at 9, asking sane, simple 


New York’s Labor Station Out of Red 





WEVD Holds Within Income—Trade Unions 


Developing as Sponsors Buying More Time 





WEVD, New York, for first time 
has eased out of the operating red 
and is now jogging along within con- 
fines of its income. Station, how- 
ever, is not entirely in clear in that 
interest and amortization on invest- 
ment is not being made. 

The 1,000-watter, licensed on cur- 
tailed time as it is, was taken over 
by present owners—group financially 
interested in the Jewish Daily 
Forward, N. Y., newspaper—six 
years ago. When group acquired, 
$250,000 was invested, much of it 
being plowed into new equipment 
and rehabilitation of studio quarters. 
During first years of tenure, group 
is said to have lost around $50,000 
per annum on operation. Gradually 
grooved in as a broadcaster chiefly 
championing labor and trade-union- 
ism. Though publicizing self as a 
station desiring above all to offer 
educational and ‘commonweal’ pro- 
grams, regardless of the cost or in- 
convenience, WEVD has managed 
through the last few years to make 
its stand for trade-unionism more 
or less pay. In New York, where 
militant trade unions abound like 
peanuts in Virginia, unions have 
gotten into habit of buying time at 
straight rates for self-propagandiz- 
ing and, more often, for calling 
strikes and maintaining morale dur- 
ing their duration. 

Special Niche 

WEVD still airs sustaining periods 
for trade unionism, but now only 
when some particular phase of it 
looms largely in public prints and 
consciousness. Also, these sustainers 
are now confined to merely one or 
two shots, and only when some w.k. 
figure can be obtained to pull heavy 
listening audience. 

Broadcaster still keeps pop music 
off its wavelength almost entirely. 
In that way squares its own con- 
science that it is an educational 
force rather than a sheer commercial 
enterprise. There is at present only 
one program on WEVD’s sked using 
pop and syncopated music, and that 
is a sponsored show with a pattering 
announcer playing records. 

WEVD—the final three letters are 
derived from Eugene V. Debs’ in- 
itials—was originally founded back 
in the cradle days of radio by a 
socialist organization that promoted 





questions, such as ‘What are the 
streets between Linden and Gayoso?’ 
or ‘What is the date of today?’ ‘How 
many commissioners has Memphis?’ 
A gong strikes 10 times while 
questions are answered. Orchestra 
in the pit plays one or two numbers 
while questioning proceeds. Much in 
the fashion of pupils, theatre patrons 
raise their hands, beg Hodges to ‘ask 
me one.’ 





Union Label Tie-Up 
New York City. 

Plug on ‘The March of Labor’ 
series over WEVD, New York, is 
limited to: ‘this program is made pos- 
sible through the cooperation of 
Avalon, the union made cigaret.’ It’s 
a Brown & Williamson product. 

Series consists of a weekly review 
of events in the field of organized 
labor by Chester M. Wright, editor 
of the International Labor News 
Service. 





KXBY Covers Spring Training 
Kansas City. 

For first time locally radio is go- 
ing into the sports ballyhoo field 
heretofore exclusive with newspaper 
guys. Station KXBY is sending their 
ace sports announcer, Walt Lochman, 
to McAllen, Texas, March 14, where 
he will cover spring training activi- 
ties of the KC Blues, American As- 
sociation baseball outfit. Lochman 
will remain with the team two 
weeks. His assignment calls for daily 
wire reports to be used on station’s 
‘Sports Review.’ 

Coming season marks third year 
KXBY has aired baseball for Gen- 
eral Mills. 

Invite Out-of-Town Visitors 
Detroit. 

WWJ is putting out thousands of 
throwaways in local hotels and spots 
where out-of-town visitors congre- 
gate, inviting visitors to give sta- 
tion’s new building the 0.0. while in 
town. 

Cards contain pix of WWJ studios 
and its parent, Detroit News, and 
gives visiting hours and time re- 
quired to see buildings. 





Educational Angle 
Kansas City. 
‘Through the Symphony Orches- 
tra’ is billing of a new twice a week 
sustainer aired by station KMBC. 
Program spots a solo musician 
recruited from Philharmonic ork for 
j}human interest interviews and gab 








| (Continued on page 50) 








$15,000 via the nickel ard dime 
plate-passing route among ardent 
admirers of the late Debs. When 
radio began to grow out of the 
spoon-feeding age, it became evident 
that the $15,000 was far too tiny a 
sum to hold the fort. Just before 
completely foundering was peddled 
to its present owners. 


Washington, Feb. 23. 

Drive of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor to mobilize support for its 
application for 50 kw for WCFL is 
providing laughs due to discrep- 
ancies between recent and previous 
statements by Ed Nockels, general 
manager of the union-owned Chi- 
cago transmitter. 

Conflicts have been brought to 
light by comparison of complaints 
by Nockels about inability of labor 
groups to obtain a break in radio. 
Last December Nockels averred edu- 
cators, labor organizations, and other 
non-profit outfits were being badly 
used by commercial broadcasters, 
Yet at the F.C.C. education hearings 
in 1935, testimony submitted by 
Nockels showed WCFL, labor’s own 
outlet, then was devoting less than 
one-five-hundredths of its time to 
labor programs. According to his 
figures, only 196 hours went for 
educational talks in six months 
(2,912 hours) and only 6% hours of 
this was for labor speakers. 





San Francisco, Feb. 23. 

Designed to give the public an 
unbiased picture of labor activities 
during and following recent im- 
portant strikes, a series of thrice- 
weekly, half-hour programs are be- 
ing presented over KGGC by 382 dif- 
ferent locai labor unions. Shows 
are planned 26 weeks and are 
aired Monday, Thursday and Friday 
nights at 9:15 p.m., PST. 

Paid cast is used in the dramatiza- 
tions, built around labor meetings, 
anti-picketing activities, etc. Com- 
mercial sponsor is being sought for 
the series, labeled ‘Voice of 
Progress.’ 


fey% 
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It’s Your Baby! 


®@ When Young & Rubicam, 
Inc., started telling Fels 
Naptha’s “billion bubble” 
story in Nebriowa, they se- 
lected WOW’s own show 
— Mr. Dooley’s Curiosity 
Club—in order to capitalize 
on a proved WOW audi- 


ence for Fels Naptha. 


Mr. Dooley “heads” Curi- 
osity Clubs in six Midwest- 
ern states. His entire show 
is based on listener ques- 
tions, and is built to mer- 
chandise the market for 
Fels Naptha. Another ex- 
ample of typical WOW 


showmanship ! 


WOW 


Omaha, Nebr. 


590 KC 5000 Watts 


John Gillin, Jr., Mgr. 
On The NBC Red Network 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





J. Walter Thompson has taken for 
Atlantis Sales Corp. (Colman’s 
Mustard) five-minute participations, 
thrice weekly, 26 weeks, in WGY’s 
Household Chats. 





Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady, 
has spotted for A. L. Parsons & Son, 
Central Bridge, N. Y. (new and used 
cars), a daily musical clock for 12 
weeks on WGY, Schenectady. 





Cramer-Krasselt Co., Milwaukee 
agency, has started cutting the 39 
quarter-hour discs for Norge refrig- 
Campaign will run for 39 
starting April 1. Talent 


erator. 
weeks, 





while the yeast aecount will use 
five-minute discs on some 38 stations 
across the nation, 


Baggaley Horton & Hoyt, Inc., 
Chicago advertising agency, opening 
a Hollywood office middle of March. 





Hudson Coal is placing with NBC 


; renewals in two-week stretches for 


booked for the series through Rock- | 


well-O’Keefe, Inc., includes Ray 
Noble, Annette Henshaw, Barry Mc- 
Kinley, Mills Bros., Aunt Jemima, 
Louis Armstrong, Victor Young, 





| tion’s 


| weekly 


‘Beneath the Surface,’ half-hour 
Sunday afternoon red rim ride by 
Jim Healey and the Landt Tris, the 
first one being for March 21 and 28. 


Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady, is | 


the agency. 

Household 
WNBH, New 
twice-weekly 
chatter periods for one year. 
program manager Sol 
does the spieling. 


Furniture Co., 
Bedford, Mass., 
quarter-hour 


on 
with 
film 
Sta- 





Brown-Dunkin, Tulsa, Okla., dept. 
store on KTUL, Tulsa, with new 
30-min. script show 


| live talent. 


Connie Boswell, Josephine Dum- 
minia, Cliff Edwards, and Tim and | 
Irene. 

General Drug Co. New York 
manufacturer of Midol, is making 
inquiries about the possibility of | 


getting the product on the air. Un- 
der consideration are minute drama- 
T zed announcements. 


Hollinshead, 
sales manager 


K. J. formerly as- 


sistant 


of Brennan | 


Cole Corporation, N. Y., has joined | 


the staff of Roesler and Howard, Inc., 
N. Y. office, as contact man. 

Is a brother of M. A. Hollinshead 
of Campbell-Ewald. 

Montgomery-Ward has decided on 
a special ether spot campaign in a 
build-up drive of its retail stores 
throughout the nation. Will use three 


' shoes and shoe stores. 


15-minute platterized shows weekly, | 


spotted during the afternoons or 


morning for particular home-and- 
wife covering. To be piaced through 


Le rd & Thomas, Chicago, and book- | 


ed to start around March 15. 





Hays MacFarland, Chicago, setting 
stations for two spot series, Wind- 
Charger machine and for Yeast- 
form. Both campaigns are spot 
shots, and recorded in Chicago by 
RCA Victor. Wind machine is tak- 
ing a series of one-minute plugs 








Manchester’ Biscuit Co. 
WDAY, Fargo, N. D., for 
with five-a-week ten-min. 
Street’ broadcasts. Placed 


aboard 
one year 


by 


NeisserMeyerhoff, Inc., of Chicago. | 





Schwimmer & Scott agency, Chi- 
cago, has been appointed radio han- 
dlers for the Melville Shoe company 
of New York for the Thom McAn 
Sehwimmer & 
Scott agency has sold the account ona 


nation-wide spot announcement cam- | 
paign, tying up the commercial copy | 


with sports news flashes. 


Jimmy Evans, sports commentator, | 


will be given the by-line on the 
sports flashes. Announcements will 
start on March i and hit some 16 sta- 
tions across the country. 


Wrigley’s ‘Scattergood Bains’ script 
show starts Coast swing Feb. 28 over 
Columbia chain. Goes five times a 
week in 15 minute stanzas. 





Alabama-Georgia Syrup Co. has 
recorded a 55-second preview for 
the 26 quarter-hour transcriptions it 


Chain | 


using 


‘Man on | 


is placing on 10 stations in the 
southeast. Title of the series is 
‘Alaga Melody Meetin’.” Samples of 


the various acts in the series were 
crowded into the trailer, Fitz- 
gerald Advertising Agency, of New 
Orleans, handling. 





Hastings Clothing Co. has signed 
Dick Newton, ‘Singing Salesman,’ 
for a new series of Sunday evening 
quarter-hour shows over KGO, San 
Francisco, beginning Feb. 28 at 5:45 
p. m., PST. Agency is Sidney Gar- 
finkel. 

Safeway Stores, Inc., will plug its 
‘Julia Lee Wright Lread’ in a series 
of one-minute live talent announce- 
ments over KGO, San Francisco. 
Sidney Garfinkel agency. 


Hudson Motor Car, through 
Brooke, Smith & French, is using 28 
one-minute announcements Feb. 20 
| to March 5. 





| Growers Fertilizer Co. through 
| Gerth-Knollin, San Francisco, 
| one-minute announcements for ‘Gro- 
zit.’ 

| ion 

| E. P. Reed (Matrix shoes) through 
| Geyer, Cornell & Newell 
| Relax,’ starting Feb. 25. 


Precter & Gamble pulls its ‘Drene | 


shampoo’ programs off KPO, San 
| Francisco, after Feb. 25. Live talent 
| shows used Irving Kennedy, tenor, 
| and Janet Baird, speaker. P. 
| Will plug same product on the coast- 
| to-coast NBC-Red network broad- 
casts of ‘Story of Mary Marlin’ be- 
ginning Feb. 28. 


| 


‘Riddle Me This,’ which started as 
a WGR, Buffalo, sustainer, has spon- 
lsor. Lang's Hy-an Dry ginger ale 
| is bankrolling. Addison Vars set the 
| deal. Jack Gelzer and Radcliffe Hall 
continue handling puzzler biz. 
| Leavitt & Sons has sprouted a 
| weekly quarter-hour series on WOR, 
New York. Program uses John Mun- 
dy’s ore and Bert Roggan baritone, 
Agency is Frank B. Johnson. 

Alkine Laboratories, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. (Flemolyn), is placing a 
spot campaign through Street & 
Finney. 








airing | 


placing | 
| quarter-hour disc shows, “Time to | 


& G. | 





Craig & Hollingbery Man 
To Tour From Jacksonville 


Craig & Hollingberry, station reps, 
,opens an Office in Jacksonville, 
Florida on March 1. Harry E. Cum- 
mings, formerly of WJAX, Jackson- 
ville, will service Jacksonville, New 
| Orleans, Atlanta, Savannah, Tampa, 
Orlanda and Miami. 





| y . 
}and now has three NBC stations in 


Florida WFLA, St. Pete, and WJAX, 


| Jacksonville, are others. 


| WBIG. Greensboro, N. C and 
| WREN,. Lawrence-Kansas City, now 
Hollingberry also. 


| with Craig & 
. 
Sponsor George Hamilton 
Chicago, Feb. 23. 

| a network spread to start early this 


| spring. Figuring on a 30-minute 
shot once weekly with George Ham- 





Rep has just added WIOD, Miami, | 


No Particular Significance to Line Deal 
With KMA, Shenandoah, Says Lawrence 


+ 


oe 


Des Moines, Feb. 23. 

Craig Lawrence, of the Iowa 
Broadcasting System, denied last 
week that his organization was ma- 
nuvering to strengthen its coverage 
position from the angle of competi- 
tion with WHO. He asserted that the 
IBS has made no move to effect a 
network alliance with KMA, Earl 
May’s outlet in Shenandoah. All that 


| has happened here is that May has 


| bought 
|} as part of the Iowa regional. 


other 


| tacted 


lines to carry two programs 
IBS is 
Des Moines Register 
Tribune statehouse news and 

special events merely as a 
cooperative measure, 


KMA 


feeding 
and 


Lawrence said that he has not con- 
other Iowa: stations, such as 


| KGLO, Mason. City, with a view to 
| Miller Hi-Life beer firm readying | 


ilton orchestra, now at the Empire | 
Room in the Palmer House. 
| Planning an NBC ride, though 


| whether it's to be red or blue and 
what time still depends on what time 
| and stations can be cleared. 

| Placed through the Roche, Will- 
iams & Cunnyngham agency here. 


| Sonny Kendis’ Commercial 
| Sonny Kendis replaces Stuff Smith 
'on Lucidin program over WMCA 
| beginning Monday (1). Contract, for 
| five weks, with usual options, han- 
|dled by Platt-Forbes agency. Pro- 
| gram is 15 minutes Morday, Wednes- 
day and Friday nights, will be 
straight dansapation medly, with 
lanneovne enly at open and 
/ close 

Kendis plays at Stork Club. 
gram will originate in WMCA 
dios. 


“nienmi 


Pro- 
stu- 


Nelson Case replaces Milton Cross 
on National Broadcasting’s Vox Pop 
show. Change is effective March 8, 
and was made because Cross’ sched- 
ule of days-off interfered with pro- 
gram alignment. 





bringing them in on an expansion of 
the IBS hookup. Lawrence added 
that the IBS is doing a good cover- 
age job and the business proves that 
the customers are wholly satisfied. 


DEPT. STORE SHOW'S 
FATE IS UNDECIDED 


‘Morning Matinee,” WOR-Mutual 
program sponsored by various local 
department stores in several cities 
on a participatng hookup, winds up 
under its present contract on 
March 4. 

Possible that program will be re- 
newed before the closing date but 
no indication of that at present time. 


Great Bend, Kansas Starts 
Wichita, Feb. 23. 

New 100-watt radio station opens 
at Great Bend, Kans., March 1. Owned 
by E. E. Ruehlen, retired Great 
Bend merchant. 

Chester L. Gowen, formerly with 
Station KCRC, Enid, Okla.; KGNO, 
Dodge City, Kans.; and KWBG, 
Hutchinson, Kans., will be program 
director. 














A b AL is easily the outstanding 


testing ground for good program ideas. 


The Nation’s Station delivers the perfect cross- 


section of America...urban, rural, and “in-between.” 





* 
alert advertisers will find, today, new program 


* *%& And incidentally, at WLW, 


ideas and personalities worthy of careful and 
immediate attention. 
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tinue to listen depends entirel on 
¢ , 
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the contribution the artist makes to “ M _ H 

radio entertainment, Weiss declared, Gossip entions earst 
citing the cases of a number of ° 

high priced stars who had been Behind WMEX, Boston 
flops before the mike ‘You can pine 

count the top radio names on one 
hand, and most of them are on the 
air on Sunday night.’ 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Question of who actually owns 
W MEX, Boston, is troubling the FCC 


Wa ave 7. an: is > 
S averrea tna { ize 
a , oa a I ue has been raised coincident with 
program doe not denote succes . . 
- . ; ations application for power boost 
He pointed to the record of the to 5k 
{ . 


Blackett, Sample, Hummert agency 
which has placed more radio adver- 
tising than any other agency in the 
business. This agency, Weiss said 


Licensed in name of Northern 
Corp.. station is largely foreign 
language outlet whose real owners 


are suspected to be other than the 
has never bought one big name fo! 


its shows and yet it has been noted 
for the number of hit shows which 
it handles. It has created its own 
talent, he continued, and has gone 
out and bought artists to fit the 


names on file as officers of the com- 
peny. Commish is interested primar- 
ily in knowing where the corporation 
got $100,000 cited as evidence of 
financial ability to put up a high- 
power station. 

characters it had in mind for its Gossip is that William Randolph 
programs. Bearat 


is in the background. 


Weiss said, ‘The public always will 


fe, ce annie a em rar 

find as much enjoyment in discover-| Graces In, Dorings Out at WGN 
; yr r *<c Vs > a ¢ > . J *"* 
ing at personalitic S aS we lave Chicago, Feb. 23. 
satisfaction in ‘making big names oi Femme singing trio. Three Graces 


little ones. It is the ‘broadcaster's | have signatured as staff warblers 
responsibility to be alert to neW! with WGN. Graces were former] 
voices and new entertainers.’ with the Bob McGrew orchestra 


While in Northern California,! here 


saltimore, Feb. 23 

WFBR, now carrying three of 
burg’s bigger laundries, snapping 
Regal outfit last week for series of 
five-a-week quarter-hour shots. 

In Balto there is a Laundry Assn. 
which. embracing all the larger 
cleaneries in its membership. buys 
air time and plugs _ institutionally 
the rag-washing biz Assn. was on 
WFBR but dropped off to _ hop 
abeard WBAL 

Nettled, WFBR put emphasis on a 
campaign to get laundries as indi- 
vidual accounts Before the Assn 
withdrew, WFBR had been coasiing 
along content with just the Assn, 
biz. which consisted of series of daily 


five-min. periods. 


WFBR’s Special Events Dept. 
Baltimore, Feb. 23 
WFBR, always casting around for 
a stunt, has lined up a Special 
Events Dept., which is more or léss 
just a name for a sort of thing sta- 
tion has long been doing as interest- 
promotion for broadcaste1 
Stewart Kennard, vet announce! 
and sports spieler at WFBR, has 
been pulled off those duties and as- 
signed to handle dept. exclusive of 


Weiss is negotiating for the addition They replace Doring Sisters trio; all else. polis at the Butler field-house. Ed. Smith, new continuity and 
of three new outlets to the Don Lee | who have been in the station for ee Sponsor for the broadcast of the script chief at WNEW, N. Y. Takes 
system, KHSL, Chico; KCVV, Red-| many years. Doring trio moves ove1 Syd Dixon chairmaned L. A. Ad finals here will be Ford Motor Co., the place of Paul Rafael, who re- 
ding, and KFHL, Eureka. | to the NBC studios locally. Club luncheon: salute to NBC. signed on a national contract basis. signed a few weeks ago. 





x=: od ~~ ne er — ———e ——__——__—_ > 
W t( t N t k F p t JAP GUDE’S NEW JOB ‘ . 5 R | 
eS 0aS e wor ec epreca eS Branching Into Station Reiations Lost Horizon e tia 
Under Akerberg 
3 » ’ ee ete cise aa 
Hi h-Priced Radio Personalities Edward Klauber, CBS executive 
v.p., last week assigned John G.| Portland, Ore., Feb. 23. 
| (Jap) Gude to the newly created | If the Pacific slope is the lost horizon of broadcasting as snippily 
eo. > | post of manager of the station re- | suggested by Variety to whom, asks the grammatical radio entrepre- 
San Francisco. Feb. 23. The Softer Side lations department. Gude will oper- | neurs hereabouts, is it lost? Portland sor one ernpnaticalty disclaims 
ate under Herbert Akerherg, v.-D. | being a radio Little Bo-Peep looking for anybody. Business is swell, 
Big names may draw radio listen- ——— ‘in charge of station relations. Other|| thanks, and what are all these silly cracks from Variety? 
ers to loudspeakers by the millions, Buffalo. Feb. 23. contact man in the department is | Granted—and it is—that the eastern advertising agencies may not 
but it’s the humble personalities that talph Hubbell, WBNY sports Lincoln Deller, who came over from | know much about them the point seems to be that the west coast 
will continue to capture and hold chatterer, who spiels nightly of Radio Sales, Inc., CBS subsid, last agencies are better informed and a lot closer. Which isn't a bad sub- 
the hearts of dialers. General Man- the gory gladiators of the ring, year. vi stitute for national fame. They may be ghosts of the lost horizon of 
ager Lewis Allen Weiss of the Don also doubles in the afternoon Gude had been manager of Co- broadcasting out here but they’re only scared of the lack of time to 
Lee network told a San Francisco is a mooer of poetry with lumbia’s publicity division for over sell not of the big bad eastern agency wolf. sae } 
Ad Club luncheon last Thursday n accompaniment three years. Don Higgins has been From the West Coast stations’ point of view, it’s the East that’s th 
H n to Jim: Sla ade acting head of the department distant horizon—a place where some chain programs originate 
We s said that the general opinio | { ynce great Buffalo te stopover privileges at San Francisco 
of advertisers is that if they can/] 144 Sjats said, ‘Say, | Not With N. ¥. Coin | 
tine up 4 big name I ke Jack Ber broad WEBR LOSES AN ASS’N KGW is closing a deal for 80 acres of unencumbered ground aro i 
Eddie Cantor, Kate Smith, Ps i Ol ports,’ said Ralph " its new transmitter. KALE has finished erection of a new 600 
whose name is a house 1 » | “an that poetry stuff MEMBERS iteereceitihentons” tmieass General chorus of opinion ron asa : ieee 
they have an attract : that od tuff BUT GETS ITS . percentage of eastern business helped to build these stations, and 
Wit sutemnatically ¢ | they can’t find them on the map back east, they'd better get a n 
‘Whether the audience ( . a map 


KOIN’s C. W. Myers, president of NAB, is too diplomatic to adn 
the fact that he was practically commandeered to sit in NAB’s No. 1 
chal He was not a candidate for that honor. NAB came to the 
Northwest Coast for a president, and that sets the pace for the gen- 
eral attitude on radio time. 

A strong champion of the Pacifie Northwest's radio independence 
is Showalter ‘Bud’ Lynch of MacWilkins & Cole Agency. Lynch has 
22 programs currently on the Poriland and Seattle ether. 

‘The problem is not to get the advertiser, but to get the desirable 
time and the right kind of show,’ says Lynch 











BASKETBALL BROADCASTS Breaks Up WGST Exclusive | 


Ford Sponsors Indianapolis’ Annual 


: ’ : tlant 74} 99 
High School Insanity Atlanta, Feb. 23 


As the result of a protest 
WATL, Atlanta, WGST has lost 
Indianapolis, Feb. 23. exclusive rights to broadcasting al 
WIRE has planned a total of 31 |the road games of the Atlanta Cract: 
broadcasts during the next five | ©TS: yuthern Association Cluod 


WGST had the thing tied up until 
J. W. Woodruff, Sr., owner of WATL. 
High School annual basketball tour-| who is interested in Coca Cola. 


ney, which is undoubtedly one of which holds control of the club 


-eks devoted to the Indiana State 


the hottest biggest, and best in the | Started asking questions 

world. Almost 800 teams are an- As the arrangement now stands 
nually entered, and through sectional @!! three local outlets, which in- 
tourneys in 64 high schools through- | Cludes WSB, will have a crack at 
out the state, winners go to regional, | Picking the games up from the side- 
semi-final, and final tourneys. Finals | |!nes 
are annually held here in Indian- 
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DECISIONS HANDED DOWN BY TH 
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From Community Showmanship Survey. 
for Year’ 1936, VARIETY, Feb. 10, <1937. 


Affiliated with the Oklahoman, the Times and the Farmer-Stockman 
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Year aiier year, WEY wins by a 
mile” in VARIETY’S annugi: summary 
oh Moteseebcelthatinaecsclehuacele tts} tt of 

Had VARIETY surveyed station 
popularity among listeners .... or 
ro tu elebate Me (oh'd-1 as (-1-) ¢- Ml ole] i oll oleledies elo ibelote 
ional .... . the answer in Oklahoma 
City would likewise have been: “WKY 
by a mile.’ 


'. OKLAHOMA CITY 


Obdnhoned x Onl Pull: bizye NHC Station | 


Representative.” at 
Rone: nd yee 5 
£. Kats Special-) Advertising’ Agéncy a 
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Sunday Games Omitted in 
New Season Broadcasting 


Schedule of Cincy Reds 


Cincinnati, Feb. 23. 

General Mills has signed with 
WSAI for broadcasting of Reds’ 
sames in National League this sea- 
Coniract permit pon to 

re commercial 1 th anothe 

ind lt € ( that tine 

) \ le re V 1} I to Sor 
Vacuum which held excl ve spi 

rship last year, pluggil Mobiloil 
General Mills will blurb Wheatie 
I agen¢ Kn Reeve Mir 

ypolis 

Red Barbe! v | do the nike 
chores for the station, ame a for 
the past three years. 

This season, for the first time, 
WSAI holds rights to air blasts of 
the Reds’ games. Consideration is 
believed to call for payment of 
$25,000 by the station to the Cin- 
cinnati Baseball Club Company. 
Powel Crosley, Jr., head of WSAI 
and WLW, also is pre dent of the 
ball club 


General Mills 
are allowed to take on other stations 
for the series of play-by-play dia- 
mond programs. Under this setup 
WCPO, Scripps-Howard station, will 
undoubtedly be included, as last 


and it co-sponsol 


son, with its own sportscaster, 
Hartman, doing the airing. 

A difference in this year’s broad- 
casting contract is that Sunday home 
games are omitted. Telegraphic de- 
scriptions of away-from-home games 
are called for, except from New 
York and Brooklyn, where the club 
managements anti-radio 
minded. 


Harry 


are still 


Penn Tobacco on Races 

Penn Tobacco and Webster-Eisen- 
lohr cigar have bought up the race 
results consuming a half-hour daily 
(six days a week) over WIND, Gary. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan handles the 
former, while N. W. Ayer steers the 
cigar account, 


sea- | 





Revive Old Trick 


Jack Berch, Mutual Broad- 
casting singer, and Mark War- 
now, CBS-~ orchestra leader. 
were nearly taken over the 
coals on a gyp scheme newly 
revived in Manhattan radio 
circles. 

Shell game, an ancient 
works thus: a phoney voice, 
purporting to be Berch or 


Warnow o Ome otner victin 


one, 


ashean, and the victim neve 


had been near a clothing store. 


TELEVISION PUBLICITY — 
NOW HITTING AUSTRALIA 











EB. Tait broke nto the news 
papers here with statement th 
ations 
control the 
television 
tion in 
port 
conjunction with Williamson-Tait 
and others, would be financially in- 
terested project. Mentioned 
that E. J. Tait had witnessed a dem- 
onstration in Berlin 
years and had 
rights for this territory. 


a at ne- 
were on for a company to 
Australasian 


Invention now in 


fol 
rights of a 
opera- 
and England. Re- 


stated that the Tait 


Germany 


Brothers, in 


in the 
some three 
ago obtained the 
A message from Melbourne states 
| that television could not be used in 
Australia without the permission of 
the Federal government, and that no 
| private enterprise would be given 
the exclusive rights of television. 


| George Fields, publicist at WEVD, 
iN. Y., gave blood transfusion to 
three-and-half year old dotter. Tot 
now recuperating. 














Mutual network has come forward 
with its first progra 
a two months’ headache getting it to- 
gether because of the many sources 
of information and the various spe- 


m folio. It was 


cial tie-ins and pick-ups invclved. 
Hereafter network will release 
schedule every Monday, which will 


cover programs two weeks ahead. 
First folio attracted lot of atten- 


tion yesterday (Tuesday) in New 
York as giving the broadcasting 
fraternity its first glimpse of the pro- 


Pram organization of the new coast- 
oast el Foll ‘ tatio p 
ted as Mut fac { are d de 
NORTH ROUND ROBIN 

WGN, Chicago, ji 
CKLW,. Wir Det 
WGAR ; O 
WOR iT r J 


SOUTH ROUND ROBIN 
WOR, Newa N. J 
WFIL, Philadelphia, Pa 
WBAL, Baltimore, Md 
WOL, Washington, D. C 
WRVA, Richmond, Va 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, Pa 


WLW, Cincinnati, Ohio 
WSAI, Cincinnati. Ohio. 
WSM, Nashville. Tenn 
KWK, St. Li Mo 
WGN, Chi , au 


WEST COAST SECTION 
KSO,. Des Moines, la 
WMT, Cedar Rapids, Ia 
KOIL, Omaha, Neb 
KFOR, Lincoln. Neb 


WHB, Kansas City. Mo 
KFEL, Denver, Colo. 

KHJ, Los Angeles, Calif 
KDB, Santa Barbara, Calif 
KGB. San Diego, Calif. 
KFRC, San Francisco, Calif. 
KGDM, Stockton, Calif. 


KDON, Monterey, Calif 
KPMC, Bakersfield, Calif. 
KFXM, San Bernardino, Calif 
KVOE, Santa Ana, Calif. 
KXO, El Centro, Calif. 

COL®NIAL NETWORK 
WICC, Bridgeport, Conn. 
WTHT, Hartford, Conn. 
WBRY, Waterbury, Conn 
WSPR, Springfield, Mass. 
WFEA, Manchester, N. H. 
WAAB., Boston, Mass. 
WLNH, Laconia, Mass. 
WLBZ, Bangor, Me. 
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BREAKDOWN OF MUTUAL NETWORK SHOWS 


AT 


—— 


VARILTY 





WRDO, Augusta, Me. 

WLLH., Lowell, Mass. 

WEAN, Providence, R. I. 

WSAR., Fall River, Mass. 

WNBH, New Bedford, Mass. 
‘Florida Contest,’ conjointly spon- 
sored Ly Mutual Broadcasting and 
the Miami Jockey Club, has pulled 
to a close with 43,639 entrants after 


five weeks. About a quarter—10.434 


were femmes. Mutual will now 
sift its tabuletions, and use the 1 
sults fodder in peddling time to 

.Y P no » Of the conte 

é VI J ( 
¢ { 
Le€ 
( VA ] 
} 

ourney 

Program folio follov tne daily 
ndex ystem with each progran 
ustaining and commercial, annotated 

to origination point and numb?! 


Tutual is 
1? ne LA 


of stations receiving it N 
j 
ict 


informed by A = & ib { 
nakes more tche than eithel 
NBC or CBS n of the 
tl listril 


iollo reveal Line 


Breakdo 
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TOTAL OF ALL TYPES OF PRO- 


GRAMS ORIGINATING FROM 
WEEN ccc 124 
WES os 0544 102 
abe deena 8 
fer rrre 25 
WHEE 26040048 10 
KWK R l 
DON LEE...... 6 
CANADA. sscoces 10 
Wem es esedece 3 
WUAS s:vcceses 8 


297 programs a week 
COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS 
WEEKLY 
SUASEN. 640 0504045 08 


WOR 4400000008 14 
ih, Serre eee 10 
Wis 190s0e0es 3 
MVP AM) g00004008 2 
BHI ccccccsccs ] 
2) rrr 1 


63 programs a week 


DANCE BAND ORIGINATING 
FROM 


WGN 38 
WOR 21 
KHJ tesiaak oe 
WLW seeseee 2 
WASAB , 
WriL Dev ma ae 
WCAE Perr 
Cues 


77 programs a weck 


SUSTAINING PROGRAMS FROM 


1 A i) 
WGN M2 
A 
‘, 

A 
Wy 
1 ‘ 

v¥ \ 
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1 
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WOR PROGRAM 
REVAMPING ON 


239 programs 


WOR, New York, contemplating a 
veeping revamp in program sched- 
ule mostly sustaining Slated for 
exits are ‘The Grummit Melody 
Treasure Hunt,’ ‘Music for Dancing’ 


and Welcome Lewis. 

Meantime Dr. Charles M. Courboin 
boosted out of 
his Sunday morning niche onto Mon- 
s, 8:30 p. m Othe 


classical organist, gets 


day ev¢ changes 
pending. 
Among those who may join station 


are Broadway personalities, includ- 


ing Georgie Price. Talks on coin in 
progress 

WOR, New York, has extended re- 
newals on contracts held by singers 


| Tex Fletcher and Corrina Mura. 


Also pacted some new faces, so- 
|}prano Sylvia Cyde, tenor Raoul 
| Naedu and tenor Leo Fuld. 

> a ne en a 











SUPREME COURT OF 


KLZ is proud of this recognition by 


the high court of showmanship . 


but more gratifying to KLZ (and more 


eehelebatesetm@coMetohu-satt-l-t¢-) 


is the success 


Sa deb} oLohiipeeletet=}ebh eM bolted oLe soles tele ms Coyote ts 


standing listening habits 


Rocky Mountain region 


of the Denver- 
fogeXe Mole gelartatetes 


top position in the preference and es- 


teem of listeners. 


Helin: 


_DENV 


ER 


TTF Pioneer Radio. Station of the West 


N 


Representative 


v 


From Community Showmanship Survey. 


for Year 1936, VARIETY, Feb. 10, 1937. 


E. ‘Katz Special Advertising Agency 


- 





@ Now affiliated in 





this station before 


KVOR — Colorado Springs 


management with 


WKY and KLZ, KVOR has had new 
life, energy and showmanship injected 
into its veins. Plenty will be heard from 


another year rolls 


ground, VARIETY editors, please note! ’ 


Affiliated. in Management with WKY and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 
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By ARTHUR SETTEL 
Jerusalem, Feb. 6. 
A British official unearthed wealth 
of talent in one of the most colorful 


communities in the world, the Sa- 
maritans of Nablus. A group of 
these Samaritans proved a dig suc- 


cess. Demands for engagements in 
Tel Aviv. Haifa and Jerusalem have 
been pouring into the Palestine 
3roadeasting studios and the High 
Priest of the Samaritan community 
in the bandit-ridden town, called in 
the Bible ‘Schem.’” but on the statute 





‘Nablus.’ 
Samaritans, 


books 


number about 100 


souls, are a remnant of ancient Je 


who believe only in the Pentateuch 
(first five Books of Moses). They 
speak Arabic, live cloistered lives, 
avoid intermarriage with Jews or 


Arabs or anyone else, complain con- 
stantly of a shortage of marriageable 
women and make a living from a 
little farming. They hold their an- 
nual Paschal sacrifice (on Passover) 


in strict accordance with Mosaic laws 
and in the presence of the High 
Commissioner and the public who 


are soaked a shilling for admittance. 
The cash goes a long way to keep 
the home fires burning. 

Songbirds are the Samaritan High 
Priests themselves, and the program 
consisted mainly of Passover chants. 
A drinking song and the circum- 
cision song were part of the secular 
program. 

Most striking aspect of Samaritan 
music is the relative unimportance of 
melody or rhythm, variations of tone 
being the chief means of expression 
—a perfect hangover from ancient 
times. Liturgies have been pre- 
served intact for centuries. 

H. A. Fry, the British chief of the 
Broadcasting Service, will preserve 
on records the Samaritan music. He 
didn’t say it, but it is well known, 
that the community is on its last 
legs. Persecuted by the Arabs be- 
cause they are Jews (which they 
deny), and themselves scorning to 
mix with Jews whom they regard 
as wanderers from the straight and 
narrow path of biblical injunction, 
the Samaritans have been hard 
pressed to make a living. Radio 
dates will tide them over for many | 
a hungry day. 

sisi 

Charlotte Ridley, former stude of 
Curtis Institute, will soprano twice} 
weekly, at 7:45 p.m. over KYW, | 
Philly. 








Fantastic Samaritan Sect in Holy Land 
Proves Big Hit on Jerusalem Station 


| preme Court is the third undertaken 





Follow-Up Comment — 











| 

Julius Tannen sounded good and 
tallied quite a few giggles on Ben 
Bernie’s beer can program, Tannen 
hasn’t been active on the air for 
years, although he once had a com- 
mercial series in Chicago for a meat 
packer. He stepped up to the mike 
this heartfelt, generous 
and frank credit from 5 


time with a 
Bernie that 25 
was Tannen that pushed 
a stuttering and uncertain fiddler out 
to talk line Seldom does one actor 
publicly acknowledge gratitude in 
There was 
phraseology. It 


years azo 


takable terms 


the 


uch unmis 
no hedgl , in 
vaS a rave 

Bernie's rendition of ‘Slumming on 


Park Avenue’ is in his idiom. It’s 
the way he does the ‘King’s Men,’ 
and the type of thing that fits his 


eccentric verbal emphasis. 


Gloria Swanson did a guestee on 
last week’s edition of the waxed 
series on WOR for Blue Coal Deal- 


ers, which regularly uses young 
Jackie Cooper. Film players sev- 
erely handicapped by dull and—at 
times—downright stupid script giyen 
her. Her diction was swell com- 
pared to the careless, slurred pro- 
nunciation characteristic of young 


Cooper. 

Miss Swanson gave her soprano 
singing voice a workout, but was too 
ambitious and chose ‘None But the 
Lonely Heart,’ which was far beyond 
her vocal range for adequate han- 
dling. 


Roger Sweet, WGY, Schenectady, 
standby, and Virginia Murdock are 
newly teamed. Selections are from 
musical comedy, light opera and films. 
Sweet is a trained tenor with a flair 
for ballads; Miss Murdock is a high 
soprano. 

Sweet sings with skill and smooth- 
ness, albeit with a certain sameness; 
he is a vocalist sometimes sounding 
the real McCoy and at other other 
times average—under pressure of 
competition he probably would | 
maintain a higher standard, Miss} 
Murdock’s voice is not big, but it} 
is pleasant-toned and fairly rangey. | 
A Friml number in which she joined | 
with Sweet came through the best! 
on broadcast heard. 

Dr. George Gallup, director of the 
American Institute of Public Opin- 
ion, led off a series of thrice-weekly 
broadcasts heard at supper time over 
the NBC blue band in a timely tie- 
up which makes available to listen- 


ers the latest results in the Insti- 
tute’s current poll on President 
Roosevelt's proposal for the reor- 


ganization of the Supreme Court. 
In a 10-minute tee-off, Dr. Gallup 
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Dominating the Rocky Mountain region from the 


eminence of Denver, KOA has a proven record for 


high returns to advertisers. Its power, prestige and 


popularity can send your sales charts to new peaks, 





50,000 WATTS 
DENVER 


Completely programmed by NBC 
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| posals. 


With 


WABC, 


several 
wieldy to carve down into less than 
|an hour’s time on air. 


| screen 





Wednesday, February 24, 1937 

















gave the first figures from the vate- 
taking in six New England States 
and outlined the Institute’s ‘weight- 
ing’ plan which, he said, made its 
poll on the November national elec- 
tion the most accurate of all at- 
tempted. 

Current measuring of public opin- 
ion on plans for reorganizing the Su- 


by the Institute in the last three 
years, first reports revealed a de- 
crease in the opposition to such pro- 
Initial returns from New 
Eng!and and New York showed the 
‘antis’ leading by about four per- 
cent, a figure in marked contrast to 
the high percentage of opposition 
messages reported in newspapers to 
have been received by members of 
Congress. Relief workers and others 


RADIO REVIEWS 





in the low-income levels are in-| 
cluced in the Institute’s canvass, re- | 
sults of which appear in _ 60-odd 


dailies 


Broadeasts of the poll are to con- 


tinue for several weeks, announcers 
handling some of them on five- 
minute stanzas. 


New York, is smartly and ingratiat- 
ingly directed by its presiding per- 
sonality. Emery has a clear, pleas- 
ant vocal style, knows his grammat 
and his phonetics, and inserts a va- 
riety of related items and light 
touches. His tomfoolery about 
word ‘meow’ is an example. 

In pushing a word like ‘calliope’ 


at bank clerks from Brooklyn it 
micht be just as well for Emery to 
also include the common—presum- 
ably wrong—pronunciation. 


the | 


Girard Cigar overplugs itself dur- | 


ing the Transradio evening session 
on WOR. So bad is this, the long 
dose of blah-blah at the start may 


lessen the number still tuned in by | 


the time the news begins. 





EPROL FLYNN 
Olivia de Haviland, Herbert 
Marshall, Henry Stepvhanson, Don- 


ald Crisp, Basil Rathbene 


‘Cantain Blood’ 
60 Mins. 


LUX 

Monday, 9 p. m. 

New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
‘Captain Blood,’ as penned by 

Raphael Sabatini, and made _ into 

pix versions, is pretty un- 


It’s an ac- 
tion yarn, also, which makes it dif- 
ficult subject to handle on ozone. 

Those angles somewhat defeated 
Lux purpose, but the trouving was 
fine. Flynn, Miss De Haviland, 
Rathbone and Stephanson worked 
roles they essayed in most recent 
pic version of ‘Blood,’ the Warner 
release of last year. 

Cecil B. de Mille, who regularly 
m.c.’s the Lux shows, is down in the 
bayous of Louisiana getting locale 
backgrounds for his forthcoming 
‘Buccaneer.’ and consequently had 
to be replaced. Herbert Marshall, 
with his crisp, measured British 
pronunciations. was okay selection, 
and charted the hour course well. 
De Mille will be back next week. 

Doug MacLean, one-time silent- 
actor, and now boss of a 
producing unit at Grand National, 
did a guestee, talking briefly near 
finale and putting in the plugs for 
the product. Subject was growing 
up of pix and Hollywood, and Mac- 
Lean, who has been in the biz for 
20 vears on Coast, knew his theme. 

Charles Courtney, locksmith who 
opens vaults when the owners for- 
get the combinations, was picked up 
from New York and had a few 
words to say about his sort of work. 
Not uninteresting, but could have 
impressed more with a better script. 
Bert. 





‘CURRENT HISTORY EXAMS’ 
With M. E. Tracy 
Questionnaire 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

If the succeeding 
planned along lines of the initialJer, 
good idea would be to split time in 
half and concentrate the fine points 
in a quarter-hour. Tracy is editor 
of the mag Current History, and has 
reciprocal plug deal with station. 
Latter gets space in periodical in 
return for ballyhoo mag gets out 
of this airing. 

Teams of four are pitted against 
each other in a quizzing-bee on cur- 
rent events that loom large in the 
news. Contestants chosen are 
picked with an eye to their natural 
rivalry. First program found lads 
from New York WU. brandishing 
brains against quartet from Teach- 
ers’ College of Columbia. When 
they err, an ‘oracle’ intones the cor- 


broadcasts are 


rect answer. 
Quiz consumed but final half of 
program. Prolog was an interview 


Tracy conducted with one Moham- 
med Nazir, native of Iraq, who talked 
of his home loam. Tracy kept re- 
peating. ‘that’s very interesting’ to 
most of Nazir’s. disclosures. In 
truth, it was the reverse of ‘inter- 
esting.’ Interview portion deadened 
the period. 

This sort of show is not type that 
usually expects to attract sponsor- 
ship. But there’s a definite audience 
for the current events’ quiz among 
scholars, schoolmarms and the gen- 
eral erudite fringe of Manhattan. 

Bert. 














CROSBY GAIGE 


With Joe Viviano, Bill Farron 
15 Mins. 
Cc. F. MUELLER MACARONI 
Daily, 10:45 a. m, 
WJZ, New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhart) 
‘Pepper Young’s Family’ (which is 
having family will trouble at the mo- 
ment) is followed on the NBC blue 
outlet in Manhattan by a program 
entitled ‘Kitchen Cavalcade.’ It is 
important to cite ‘Pepper Young’ in 
connection with Cavalcade, Radio in 
the mornings and in the afternoons 
is crowded with Pepper Youngs and 
family wills, so that a program of 
radically different formula must in- 
evitably seem to many a welcome 
change, and should, on that basis of 
reckoning, get its share of listeners. 
Those who habitually listen only to 


‘DINING WITH GEORGE RECTOR’ 
With Marcella Shields 

Culinary Advice 

15 Mins. 

PHILLIPS PACKING CO. 

Wed., Thurs., Fri., 1:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 


(Compton) 


Famed restaurateur and son of 
master chef Rector is a logical selec. 
tion for this account. He has the 
background and the big-blown rep 
that will enhance the selling of Phil- 
lips’ products, which are pegged just 
fractionally beneath other pop-price 
canned food. Rector name is associ- 
ated with creme-de-la-creme eateries 
and fact he is out selling this 
cheaper-price product should have 





nighttime radio would label ‘Kitchen | 
| Cavalcade’ a radio clambake, and dis- 


miss it. As a production job it squirts 
water at the seams. It is neither 
very funny when it tries to be funny 


odd facts. Its merit consists 


one ear while cleaning up the parlor. | 


It should be as capable as the aver- 
age morning show in postponing the 
vacuum cleaner, enemy of all spon- 
sors. 
Here’s_ the 
quarter hour: 
Opening—dishpans 


way they routine the 


and accordion 


intro. 

Credit announcement—what’s to 
come. 

Fanfare—alternating voices. 

Short accordion solo (one chorus). 


Sound effect—boiling water. 

Commercial—what goes in 
water. 

Action—Crosby Gaige. 

Interpolation—Snoop, a 
monger. 

‘The Food Reel’—with dialects. 

Breakfast table—disguised 
mercial. 

More Crosby Gaige. 

Unimportant facts in history. 

Bill Farron—signoff. 

It's a jumble of odds and ends. 
With the virtue that nothing 


the 


com- 


gossip- | 


Ny | vis-a-vis in a Jittery Jill role. She 
nor very bizarre when it goes in for 
in the | 
. , , -~y | faintly silly character of the proceed- 
30b Emery’s spelling bee on WOR, | ings to which housewives can devote 


its effect on the buying public. Rec- 
tor has done chores for A&P and 
other food accts. 

Chef has a rich, booming pair of 
pipes that definitely establish the 
right air personality for him. Has 
Miss Shields doing good job as } 


plagues him with questions and paces 
his palaver. 

Rector obliges each broadcast with 
a recipe that should appeal to the 
middle-class. When caught on the 
first fling, he explained ‘Pork Chops 
Florentine, which are merely the 
chops fancily garnished with spinach. 

Periods are ushered on and off 
ozone by banjo renditions of ‘Dixie.’ 
appropriate air for Phillips’ canned 
goods, made as it is in deepest Mary- 
land. 

For the sponsor this is a laudable 
aboutface in 


advertising In past 
Colonel Albanus Phillips has always 
been known in ad circles as a per- 
sonal publicity-grabber, character- 
izing his newspaper and magazine 


copy in that manner. This departure 


in his first big chain air ad adven- 
|} ture is welcome and results should 
| be accordingly happy. Bert 


| KFWB STUDIO DEDICATION 


lasts | 


very long and nothing is taken too | 


seriously. And without being a model 
of humor, silly or otherwise, 
probably close to the 
mood of the gals who confront the 
evening meal six hours later as their 


biggest problem next to a little 
dressmaking and bridge. 
Crosby Gaige is in strange sur- 


roundings. That’s typically radio. A 


it’s | 
10:45 a. m.| 


dramatic producer talking about food | 


and at a time of day when other dra- 
matic wroducers are still home in 


bed. When heard Tuesday (23) there | 


wasn’t much for Gaige to do and not 
much to say about what he did or 
how he did it. 


not distinctive. His diction is good. 


His material had practically no point | 
to it, and his performance was not 


memorable on any score. Again 
radio. the uniaue, hires a stage per- 
sonality, and then talks about Holly- 
wood. 

Joe Viviano’s accordion helped. 
Some of the dialect stuff pretty ter- 
rible, but over in a hurry. Land. 


‘HOUSE PARTY’ 


With Bradley Kincaid, Annette Mc- 
Cullough, Billy Rose and the Ban- 
joleers 

30 Mins. 

SAVE-THE-BABY 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 

(Leighton & Nelson) 
William W. Lee & Co. is shooting 
for buyers of cough remedies with 

this new evening program by a 

group of WGY acts. After two tests, 

it supplanted sponsor’s coffee-hour 
chant on which Kincaid and Rose 
had alternated. This program runs 
longer and carries more talent than 
usual local here, but the entertain- 
ment does not always fuse. 
Resisting elements are two types 
of music tending to rub and the 
chatter. Too much talk or at least 
too many voices popping. Speaking 
pipes of none of the entertainers are 
distinctive, those of agency man 
handling announcements, doing a bit 
of wisecracking, and, last week, a 
recitative chorus for a Red Cross 
nurse number, are stronger, Kin- 
caid, the emcee, is a friendly, homey 
type, but he does not have a. voice 
that stands out when a group of fel- 
low singers are throwing in lines 
Some pruning and longer rehearsals 
if such be possible, would make ; 
good program a better one. 
Individually, the specialties are 
adequate to excellent, and the script- 
ing, partly in a joshing, inside stuff 
vein, is all right. Banjoleers, Don 
and Lee Hancox, with Steve Hall at 
the piano, are an ace turn. Han- 
coxes have added a special guitar 


He was all right, but | won. g p. m. 


| 





and a xylophone to their instru- 
ments, all played well and _ the) 
banjos spankingly. Whether in ac- | 
companiments or solos, the boys | 


mesh in a way which indicates abil- | 


ity to zoom in faster company. 
Miss McCullough is a smooth ar 
expressive singer of pops—the best of 


the femmes on air waves hereabouts. | 


Rose tenors a ballad rather smartly, 


albeit he had little opportunity last | 


week. Might be well to hook him in 


a duet with Miss McCullough, to get | % 
away from the string of singletons. | 3 


Kincaid’s numbers and style of sing- 
ing will appeal strongest to older lis- 
teners. He yodels well. As emcee. 
he kids interruptions by the sales 
messenger, of which there are too 
many, even though some are brief. 
Jaco. 


With Al Jolson, Dick Powell, Rosa- 
lind Marquis, Johnny Mercer, Mary 


Treen, Johnny Murray, Haven 
MacQuarrie, Beverly Roberts, 
Allen Jenkins, Frank McHuch, 
Eddie Peabody, Walter Cassell, 
Anita Louise, Olivia deHavilland, 
Patric Knowles, Joan’ Blondell, 


Ruby Keeler, Connie Boswell, Ed- 
ward G. Roebinsen, Henry O'Neil, 


Billy Mauch, Vera Van, Jeanne 
Madden, Gus Edwards, Bert 
Wheeler, Lila Lee, Benny Baker, 


Armida, Grace Hayes, Lind Hayes, 
J. L. Warner, Arthur Ungar, Mer- 
vyn LeRoy, Mayor Frank Shaw, 
Harry Maizlish, Dudley Chambers 
choir, Leo Forbstein’s Vitaphone 
orchestra 

2 Hours, 45 Mins. 


KFWB, Hollywood 
Any of the major networks would 
have been proud to sign off this gala 


program dedicating the Warner 
transmitter’s new studio. Shame it 


was that it couldn’t have carried be- 
yond these limited precincts. Few 
(Continued on page 51) 
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We know a Salesman 


We know a salesman who never makes a call unless he is 
invited. Yet he is such a personable fellow that he has been 
invited —and welcomed — into nine out of every ten homes 
in cities throughout the length of the land. He has never held 
a door open with his foot, never had to wait in a reception 
room, never written for an appointment, never rung a door- 
bell. When the day’s work is done, and families are assem- 
bled in the privacy of their homes, he is summoned to speak 
his piece before them. He is a tireless worker—on the job | 
sixteen hours a day, seven days a week. And he is lightning 
fast—often calling on as many as ten million prospects within i 


an hour. He carries out his boss’ instructions to the letter — 


7 “4 
and works for a mere pittance per home. 
. / 
Maybe you think there is no such salesman. Well, there is. 
} 


What’s more, we are in position to put you in touch with 
millions like him. They are the thirty-four million radio sets 


of America. And... 


“This is—the Columbia Broadcasting System” 











Speaking of sales, you may be interested in the following facts about Columbia. They suggest that Columbia be made part of your selling organization, too! 
B. In 1936, CBS carried the greatest dollar volume of advertising for any network in the history of radio. 2. In 1936, CBS gained the greatest snerease in dollar 


volume, among major networks, for the year. B. In 1936 (as in previous years), CBS was the first choice in networks by most of the leading advertisers of the nation. 
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Coin for Educational Radio Programs | 
May Come From Two Foundations 


with date, network client and spot; 





Major committee on Radio in Edu- 
cation, with John Studebaker, U. S. 
Commissioner of Education as chair- 
man, is slated to meet in Washing- 


ton Mar. 17 to consider a group of | 
Latter will come | 


broadcast projects. 
as the recommendation of a subcom- 
mittee which together in the 
Canital next week. 


gets 


This subcommittee will look over 
the ideas for advancing education by 
radio which had been worked out by 


WBT Rates Push-’Em-Up 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 23. 


WBT is upping 
March 1. Station’s basic evening rate 


its rates 20% on 
of $250 an hour now goes to $300, 
with similar increases all along the 
line. Only exception is daytime 50- 
word service announcements, whic 
continue at $50 per week of seven. 

Present advertisers may sign new 
the old 
New rate 


contracts at 
March 1. 


rates 
card 


prior to 
is No. 11. 








JERRY 
COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 


ee" Woldiys ‘at’ 16:30 PM. 
WEAF - NBC 
DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wetnesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 
Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WAZ - NBC 

Management 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 

















Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 


* * 








riser C HERNIAVSKY| | 
vical Cameraman 


1847 






Every Sunday 
at 4:30 p.m., EST 
COAST-TO-COAST 
Red Not--ork NSC 


| 
| 


' 


a second subcommittee during a se- 
ries of recent conferences in New 
York. Figuring on _ broadcasting’s 
side of these talks were John Royal, 
NBC v.p.; Frederic A. Willis, assist- 
ant to the CBS prez, and James W. | 
| Baldwin, managing director of the | 
| National Association of Broadcasters. 





Among the projects under consid- 
eration calling for an elab- 
orate survey primed, to develop in- | 
formation which would be of aid in 
making education by radio most ef- 
ficient and effective. Involved with 
this project is the question as to 
where the money to underwrite it is 
to come from. Indications are that 
the Carnegie and Rockefeller Foun- 
dations will contribute along with 
the broadcasting industry. 


is one 





Examiner Walker Ignores 


. Congressional Furore on 
Franchise Bookkeeping - 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Congressional yelping about sale of 
broadcasting stations at fancy prices | 
was entirely disregarded last week | 
by Examiner Ralph L, Walker in re- | 
port advising the. Federal Communi- | 
cations Commission to ratify pur- 
chase of KMPC, Beverly Hills, by 
George Richards, of Detroit, chief | 
owner of WJR and WGAR. . 
In report which nose-thumbed the 


Senators nd Representatives who} 
are agitating for curbs on station 


transfers, Walker found no objection | 
to the plan to swap control of Bev- | 
erly Hills Broadcasting Corp. for a | 
bundle of cash representing three 
times the claimed worth of the com- 
pany. Examiner said public interest | 
would be served by allowing Rich- | 


*% jards to pick up 1,909 shares of no- 


par paper currently held by. Pacific | 
Southwest Discount Corp., firm et- } 
gaged in automobile financing. 

Report showed Richards has prom- 
ised to cough up $125,000 for control | 
of the license-holdin ‘ company which 
lists its total assets as having a book 
value of $40,839, of which fixed as- 
sets are worth $13,832 although re- 
placement cost is given at $48,225. 
Disregarding furore over question of | 
whether licensees can claim cash for 
good-will, Walker approved an item | 
of $20,584 representing losses sus- 
tained during early days of opera- | 
tions. Station has only recently | 
been a good thing, net profit during | 





ROGERS BROS. Francis 


| manager, claims another first for his | 





_ ee oe . 


two years prior to June 30, 1936, be- | 
ing only $1,000. Last fall business | 
picked up until report at the end | 
ie November showed $8,200. gravy | 


| for five months. 


| 
| 





Handball—A First? 


Memphis, Feb. 23. 
S. Chamberlain, WNBR 
| station in the Memphis 
Championship Match 


| Handball 
| broadcast Feb. 20. 
| 


which he 


Description was handled by Sam 
Atcheson, holder for the sixth time 
of the National YMCA handball title. 
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The Trumpet King of Swing 


Lou.s Armstrong 


> 


**Pannies From Heaven’ 


JOE GLASER 
ROCKWELL - O'KEEFE, Inc. 
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Chain Breaks 
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account mentioned. 


Declaring that in the long run the 


chain-break practice will hurt the 
broadcasting industry, Stuhler’s let- 


ter takes the view that an advertiser 


who buys chain-break announce- 
ments is capitalizing upon the cir- 


culation which Y & R clients’ pro-| 


grams have created. 

Letter reads in full as follows: 

‘We know beyond any question of 
doubt that one of the toughest jobs 
that faces the radio advertiser is 
establishing his identity as the 
sponsor of the program which the 
listener is hearing. A chain-break 
commercial announcement thrown 
in directly before or directly after 
a network show creates a very real 
possibility of confusion as to who 
the sponsor of the network show 1s. 

‘In addition, the insertion of these 
chain - break commercials means 
that they are relatively close to 
either the opening or closing com- 


mercials of the network shows 
which they precede or follow. 
Thus. the listener is asked to ab- 


sorb two advertisers’ messages on 
two different products within the 
space of three four minutes, 
Our own extensive studies have 
proved conclusively that this is 
almost impossible. 

‘It usually means that the lis- 
tener gets neither message clearly. 
And this, in turn. means that both 
the chain-break advertiser and the 
network advertiser suffer, although 
it is important to bear in mind that 
the injury to the network adver- 
tiser is far greater since his in- 
vestment is far greater. 

‘The time which you are now 
using to make chain-break an- 
nouncements was originally estab- 
lished by the old Federal Radio 
Commission for the purpose of 
station identification. Radio ad- 
vertisers have always known that 
although rate cards quoted prices 
on the basis of a full 15-, 30-, or 
60-minute period, the stations, or 
the network, never delivered more 
than 14 minutes and 40 seconds for 
a quarter hour, 29 minutes and 40 
seconds for a half hour, and 59 
minutes and 20 seconds for a full 
hour. 

‘Advertisers and their agents were 
wiiling to accept this as long as the 
lost time was devoted to the pur- 
pose for which it was intended. 

‘However, should this practice of 
using this time for chain-break 
announcements persist, it seems 
only fair and equitable that there 
should be a complete downward 
revision of rates, so that the ad- 
vertiser will pay only for the ex- 
act number of minutes and sec- 
onds which he gets. 

‘In view of these considerations, 
it seems self-evident that, in the 
long run, a continuance of the 

practice of inserting chain-break 
announcements between network 
commercials is going to affect the 
entire broadcasting structure ad- 
vervealy. 

‘For that reason we are asking 
you to immediately discontinue in- 
serting any chain-break announce- 
ments before or after any of our 
clients’ programs.’ : 


or 





The Barnum Influence 


——————- 


Arnold Johnson, musical director 


of the Feenamint (Mutual 


show 


| Broadecsting), hos signatured Chris- | 


tina Lind. pop sinzer, and the Am- 


bessadors trio (erstwhile with Kate | 


Smith) to appear with his band on 


| the stanza. 


Peculiar twist arose in getting a 
suitable monnicker for Miss Lind. 


Real nome is Jean Petersen. which is 
Swedish, just like its bearer is. 
Everybody concerned, however. 
wanied it still more Swedish to 
match Johnson's Scandinavian 
handle, so it was changed to Chris- 
tina Lind. She’s a grad from the old 
Feenamint am hour. 


WWNC’s Decade 


Asheville. N. C., Feb. 23. 
Asheville, celebrated 
10th anniversary tonight 
with an hour’s show which included 
a symphony orchesira, choirs and 
two dance bands, which appeared on 
the station that many years ago. 
Among that partici- 
pated were Don S. Elias, prez of the 
Citizen-Times Co., Ezra McIntosh, 
iormerly of NBC. New York, pro- 
gram director, and Dr. Bob Bingham. 
formerly of WMCA, New York. 


WMNC, its 


the others 


(Tuesday) | 


: Radio Showmanship 





(Continued from pag@ 44) 


concerning the Instrument, Tie-In 
is via a waxer of a symphony where- 
in the musicians particular instru- 
ment is dominant. Show, while 
peddled to listeners, and justly so, 
as a musi¢e appreciation and educa- 
tional feature, is actually a promo- 
tional gag for the Philharmonic. Cur- 
rent stanza is for 13 weeks and will 








probably be revived for similar 

stretch next winter. 

‘Meet the Missus’ 
Cleveland. 


WHK has a ‘Meet the Missus’ pro- | 


gram, with Food Craft Shop offering 


free luncheons at women’s clubs. Ad- | 


vertised brands head menu. 


For entertainment there’s a pro-| 


gram contributed by Kitchen Klenser 
and Announcer Gil Gibbons asking 
tricky questions. 


Taplinger’s ‘Casey Jones’ Stunt 
New York City. 
Bob Taplinger’s office tied itself 
in with the general release for per- 


|formance of song ‘Casey Jones,’ by 
setting its client Robert Ripley in | 


| cab of a locomotive with ‘Mrs. Casey 

Jones’ 
widow of the composer) 
pulled for press mugging in 
of L. I. R. R. at Jamaica, N. Y. 

Tune’s renewal of copyright 

taken over last week by 
| Bernstein, Inc.. which will 

on the unrestricted list. 

California Music Co. 
| originally. 


Stunt 
yards 


was 
Shapiro, 
place it 


held 


Word-Building Game 
Boston. 

| Ce-lect Baking Co., broadcasting 
over WNAC, Boston, has picked on 
a word-building game for cash give- 
aways. Letters for Bred-O, one of 
the sponsor’s products, are picked 
| from song titles, with original slo- 
gans made a supplementary, but es- 
|sential, angle of the contest. 
| Cards for participation 


| grocers. 





Small Town Angle on WMCA 
New York City. 


| are ob- 
‘tained without obligation from indie | 


Southern | 
rights 





| 


| Barney's Clothing store is framing | 
an institutional 15-minute broadcast | 
|for Sunday afternoons over WMCA | 


| that will 
| country newspaper editors a break. 
| Present plan is to invite repre- 
|sentative daily and weekly publica- 
| tions in area adjacent to N. Y. to 
conduct the brief program on dif- 
ferent Sundays. airing their griev- 
j;ances, national developments or 
other topics which they view as 
pertinent. 





Arrange Big Day at Expo 
Cleveland. 
United Broadcasting group of Ohio 
stations, WHK-WJAY, Cleveland; 
| WHKC, Columbus, and WKBN, 


| Youngstown, are going to have a 
| when Broadcasting Day’ this spring 


when the Great Lakes Expo gets 
| Soing on its h. 0. vear. Stations will 
ichip in with all their available acts. 
| plus others, and will have perhaps 
jas many as 100 to trot out on the 
| Expo grounds. 

Also all four stations will arrange 
| to have as many of their regular 


| Ready for Next Flood 
| 


New Orleans, Feb. 23. 
Permission by the FCC to or- 
ganize an emergency flood commu- 
| nication ‘system between 
leans and Memphis, comprising 
amateur stations in the Mississippi 
Valley, has been 


| here, officials said Saturday (20). 


give the small-town and | 


| 2 


New Or- | 
19 | 


granted WDSU | 


| The system will be put into effect | 


only in case an emergency arises. 

All the stations will 
| through W5FPO here, owned and 
operated by Jean Treadaway 
| Alfred Thomas. The amateur station 
| is linked to WDSU studios 
Monteleone hotel through the use of 
local telephone wires. 


be keyed | 


in the | 


and | 


IMARGE 


programs as possible originate from 
Expo lot on ‘UBC Day.’ Regional 
net now casting around trying to get 
guestees of some radio note to ap- 
pear, 





Skits Dramatize School Life 
Rockford, II], 

WROK is airing Sunday evening 
musicales with talent from various 
organizations and departments in 
burg’s public schools. Rounding out. 
skits from school life are put on by 
the studes. Idea is to show Rockford 
what is happening in the schools 
| they are supporting by taxes. 
| . Idea of putting emphasis on the 
|} music end of stude life came after 
| success of using high-school dramatic 
|classes for air enactments of what 
goes on in classroom sessions of 
same course of study. 





Duplicate Commercial 

| Los Angeles. 

| Two sets of commercials are being 
| used on Union Oil’s ‘Thrills’ with the 
addition of a Honolulu station to the 
| NBC coast array. Copy for the coast 
| harps on ‘quick starting in winter 
weather.’ That’s no go for Hawaii's 
balmy climate so the petrol gets a 


(Dorothy Elizabeth Newton, | different sendoff across the Pacific 


| on the station break in Frisco. Show 
| goes out from the Hollywood NBC 
studio under Jack Runyon’s 
\-for Lord & Thomas. 
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“The Musical Teast of the Southland” 


—NICK KENNY 
is C RA I G 


N.Y. Daily ror 
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By JANE WEST 
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(Continued from page 48) 
This one rang the 
bell steadily. 


Show was mostly Al Jolson. He 
was in snappy form. He ribbed, he 
sang, he gagged and held on to the 
emceeing spot for more than an hour. 
It was the old Jolson, and what an 
evening he made of it! Prior to that 
Dick Powell did the honors in smooth 
style. ; 

A:though a script occasionally was 
seen, most of the show was in ex- 
temporaneous vein and happy mood. 
With such expert ad libbers to set 
the pace, it made for better enter- 
tainment than strict adherence to 
starchy parchment. 

Credit list atop this notice should 
vive fair inkling of what went on. 
Not merely a greeting, but almost 
everyone did a turn. For instance, 
Anita Louise plucked away at a harp; 
Joan Blondell did a monolog; Jen- 
kins and McHugh re-enacted a scene 
from one of their pictures; Olivia 
DeHavilland and Knowles did a se- 
quence from ‘Light Brigade’; Rosa- 
lind Marquis warbled a ditty, and so 
it went. 

Gus Edwards was given a nice spot 
and the studio gang (mostly in dress) 
joined in to sing with him some of 
his old tunes. He then brought on 
Bert Wheeler, Lila Lee, Benny 
Baker, Armida, proteges of his. They 
obliged. and Edwards beamed. 

Leo Forbstein’s Vitaphone crew of 
35 provided rich music, as did Dud- 
ley Chambers’ mixed ensemble of 30 
voices. That’s the setup that will be 
heard in Dick Powell’s new radio 
show. now being auditioned on wax 
in the east. 

Dedication  speeches—short and 
sweet—were delivered by Jack War- 
ner. Arthur Ungar, editor of DarLy 
Variety; Mervyn LeRoy and Mayor 
Frank L. Shaw. 

Too, too bad the show didn’t carry 
east. It was the best 24-sheet that 
could be hung for what a film studio 
can do for a local station. Helm. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 





© Script and publicity writer 
with station, agency, and net 
work experience—Promotion and 
Program ideas—Executive and 
organization ability — Unusual 


commercial ideas and presenta- 
tions, 


© Desires connection with pro- 
gressive station or agency in 
New York, Detroit or Chicago. 


Will accept authentic program 
assignments. 
New York. 








Box 91, Variety, | 








Aw JOLSON 

With Lionel Stander, 
Martha Raye, 
chestra 

30 Mins. 

RINSO 

| Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC, New York 

(Ruthrauf & Ryan) 


Program has been having comedy 
‘trouble, which makes it a whimsical 
slant that the comedy deficiencies 
are being partly solved by introduc- 
ing a heavily dramatic interlude. 
Dramatic sequence looks like it 
might be what’s needed to stimulate 
the program’s red corpuscles and 
|curg, its anemia. Al Jolson did a 
sockeroo four minutes or better of 
high voltage sentimentality. It was 
hoke, but punchily put across, tightly 


Sid Silvers, 
Victor Young Or- 





sustained from the first line to the 
final sob. 

Bill Bacher is due to doctor this 
program, which needed attention 
after floundering around with limp 
humor and an interruption routine 
that got no place. On the program 
caught (16), with Jolson’s quivery 
chin session as its climax, the com- 
edy clicked off some giggles and 
avoided some of the worst faults 
previously noted. Always a swell 
voice for radio and one that could 
be further developed, is Lionel 
Stander, dese. dem and dose dialec- 


tian with a golden ignorance in his 
“Manner and delivery. Land. 
‘THE SILVER BULLET’ 

Drama 


25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 6:15 p. m., 
WNYC, New York 
Stage and Radio’s Experimental 


Workshop is responsible for this and 
other dramas over 





LUCILLE MANNERS 
With Robert Simmons, The Revellers, 

Chorus, Rosario Bourdon’s Orch. 
Sengs and Orchestra 
60 Mins. 

CITIES SERVICE 

Friday, 8 p. m. 

WEAF, New York | 
(Lord & Thomas) 

Familiar pattern that 
time’s test for more than nine years ! 
continues with Lucille Manners re- 
placing Jessica Dragonette, who has | 
switched over to Palmolive’s Wednes- 
day evening show. 

Miss Manners was quite obviously 
chosen with an eye to retaining as | 
much as possible the characteristics | 


| 


of program over so long a stretch. 
She does it. Fits the assignment 
snugly. 

Last week's edition suffered a bit 


from a far from brisk getaway. what 


with opening being the ‘Phedre’ 
|overture by Jules Massenet, a long 
piece that was not too holding and 
might have caused some listeners 


to dial over to something else rather: 
than await the core of the program 

Miss Manners, possessed of pierc- 
ing pipes, did the heavy duty, strid- 
ing through ‘Zigeuner.’ from Noel 
Coward’s ‘Bittersweet’; ‘When I Was 


17,’ Kern’s ‘Song Is You,’ dueting 
|‘Looking for a Little Boy’ (Gersh- 
win) with tenor Robert Simmons. 
running through a ‘Merry Widow 


| middle-class folk 
city-owned | 


WNYC. Bunch of youngsters got to- | 


gether couple of months ago, and 
planned an outfit similar to the 
Group Theatre functioning in legit 


medley with the Revellers. Selections | 
gave her a wide-range vocal work- 
out, and pieces had something for all 
types of listeners 

Simmons, Revellers and ore backed 
up strongly. This program, which 
claims bulk of audience from sedate, 
still holding up its 
in Bert. 


head company. 


OBERAMMERGAU 
Passion Play 


PLAYERS 


| Twe Hours 


stage realms. Experimental Work- 
shop avers dual aims: (1) experi- | 
mental break-in stuff; and (2) com- 


| Sunday, 3 p.m. 


mercial production for sponsors. Lat- | 
ter phase hasn’t come to pass.as yet. | 


Chief criticism of the bunch’s 
WNYC efforts is that the crew is too 
ambitious in the face of equipment 
and facilities not suited to drama 
presentation. On program caught 
| the sound effects were enough to 
cause shudders. More rehearsal ap- 
parently also needed, with stuttering 
here and there pretty evident. May- 
be they didn’t have apy place to re- 
hearse, in which case the bunch 
ought to have taken another play— 
one, for instance, in which Spanish 
dialect was not heaped atop other 
difficulties. 

There is a continual call from big 
stations for talent that’s been broken 
in right. and some of these giants 
even make annual trips to New York 
to hunt for new faces (WLW is one) 
That’s one of radio's paradoxes. 
Talent isn’t generally broken in too 
carefully over little stations, because 
it takes money to tide over tyros 
who are non-commercial. And big 
stations don’t want talent unless it 
has experience. So where is the 
talent to come from? There 
are a number of answers, but Stage 
and Experimental Workshop, for all 
its efforts. probably will be only a 
very minor one. To be trained right 
requires good direction and facilities. 
And that gets back to money again. 

Experimental group. however, 
might try more in the direction of 
absolute simplicity. than toward 
pretentiousness. Nothing is more ob- 


going 


viously heartrending that an am- 
| bitious attempt being murdered. 
Edga. 

‘YOU BE THE JUDGE’ 
With Judge Ralph W. Liddy 
D‘scussion 
15 Mins. 
Fridays 
Sustaining 
WJIBK, Detroit 

Designed to acquaint people with 


the law, this program affords listen- 
ers chance to figure out tough legal 
problems. No prize given, but listen- 
ers should like it if for no other 
reason than fact it gives "em some- 
thing to argue over and try to solve. 

Judge Ralph W. Liddy, who con- 
ducts the weekly forums, has a suit- 
able voice and condenses cases nice- 
ly. But could be more clear, on 
principals in the litigation. After 
reviewing previous week’s case and 
giving solution. jurist briefly re- 
counts circumstances in another liti- 


Sustaining 
WHN, New York 
Group of parishioners at a 
City, N. 
nually been putting on an elaborate 
Play. Biz hasn't 


Union 
J.. Catholic church have an- 
too 


Passion been 


| terrific this year, so the Rev. Joseph 


| ment 


Grieff lifted his ban on airing the 
spectacle, and WHN ran in a wire 
and picked up from auditorium. It 


proved to be good gesture and nice 
stunt for station, but program was 
rather disappointing from entertain- 
end. Station had to let go 


after two hours, due to other time 


| commitments. before play concluded, 





Maurice 


| Sustaining 


gation and leaves decision until fol- | 


are fictitious. 
been settled 


lowing. week. Names 
but cases have actually 


and that made for letdown from lis- 
tening end. 

Pickup was swell, getting in all 
action and talk clearly. Trouping 
was strictly Smithfield, with cast uni- 


formly overacting with zealousness 
characteristic of amateurs. 3ack- 
ground music, most of it by Anton 
Rubenstein, whose ‘Kamenoi’ was 
plaved thematically, was arranged 
by Dorothy Divine and the job she 
turned in was first-rate. 

Adam Hats got a plug at end of 
program, because firm relinquished 
its air time for event. Hatters reg- 
ularly on WHN Sunday afternoons 


with ‘Bowery Mission’ program. 
Maybe this whirl on air will stim- 
ulate the b. o. during remainder of 
spec’s Lenten run. At least it seems 
quite evident it was with that idea 
in mind, Father Grieff invited in the 
radio wire. Dropping off the air as 
it did before conclusion might also 
exercise some lure in that some lis- 


teners might be tempted from the 
tease viewpoint, and hop over to 
Union City to visually catch the 
show. 


Cast leads: Frank McCarthy. Joseph 
Lussgen, Joseph Stack, Albert Frech, 
Stack and George Waldman 

Bert. 


‘THROUGH THE STAGE DOOR’ 
With Ray Migeley 

Dramatization 

15 Mins. 


Tuesday, 10:30 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 


RABIOG REVIEWS _ 


| Now billed as ‘Songs for You.’ 


' slot 
'more readily than later 
| first spotted. 





Weekly series of case history stuff 
itemizing allegedly accurate 


ace | 


counts of careers of chorus girls gets | 


better production than ideas. 


Time | 


of broadcast not too fortuitous, 
either. Late evening more likely to} 
find listeners in mood other than 


blubbering crocodile tears over raw 
deals career-crazy gals get when 


trekking into the Big Burg from the | 
pasture lands. 


Piece caught last week was so sen- 
sationalized and flamboyant it 
grew incredible and tedious long be- 


SO 


fore conclusion. Titled ‘The Hostess,’ 
and was claimed it faithfully re- 
icounted the vicissitudes encountered 


by an anonymous nitery hostess be- 
i|fore she snuggled into her present 
niche. Story started well, but got 


in court. Pete. 
THE REVELLERS 
With Jack Costello 
15 Mins. 
‘RICHARDSON & ROBBINS 
M-W-F; 6:30 p. m. 
WIZ, New York 
(Charles W. Hout) 

Agency has done a simple, yet 

logical thing in fitting up this ac-| 


count with a twilight quarter hour to 
further the penetration of the metro- 
politan market. Has taken the long- 


out of hand. 


A shrilly played organ separated 
the sequences, and was effective. 
Claire Niesen was nifty in the Jead- 
ing assignment. Larry Mé€nkin 


| scripted. 


standard vocal ensemble of NBC's | 
}roster and told them to do their 
stuff. At appropriate intervals, Jack | 


Costello says he thinks all the 
people listening in will probably like 
Richardson & Robbins boneless 
chicken and why not try it very 
| soon. 

It's polite. it’s pleasant, 
6:30 p. m. its a relief from 
otherwise available. 


and at 
what's 


Lend. 


nice | 


Ray Mizeley is a 


institute. and he poses the series. 


prof in a hoofing 


When caught he was bit too loftily | 


|authoritative. It’s oke for him to get} 
dramatizations off as he dos but | 
devices of him cutting into story | 
with superfluous explanations of | 
progress of yarns isnt good. Stories | 
can explain selves. Bert. ' 





RALPH KIRBERRY 


With Al and Lee Reiser 
Songs, Music 

15 Mins. 

LIPTON TEA 


| Mon., Wed., Fri., 12:50 p. m. 
| WEAF, New York 


(Frank Presby) 


Originally framed a year ago with 


has stood! Ralph Kirberry, this musical cock- 


tail, still backed by same _ spons.r, 
adds Al and Lee Reiser, piano duo. 
Lip- 
ton just renewed pact, with new 
program title and shift to noon-time 
where it catches housewife ear 
hour where 
low-register 


Kirberry’s elegant 


baritone is given full sway, with the } 


VARIETY 51 


‘LET FREEDOM RING’ 
Patriotic 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

Columbia Broadcasting System and 
the U. S. Dept. of Interior (Office of 
Education) are giving out with a 
half hour of remember-what-you've- 
got-to-be-grateful-for stuff. It comes 
Mondays at 10:30 p.m. and is one of 
a variety of radio programs, educa- 
tional in classification, patriotic in 
intention. As written, rehearsed and 
presented, the results are fairly ab- 
sorbing, judged cold bloodedly. But 
beyond that, when the listener is al- 
ready a little receptive to the theme, 
it’s likely to ten-strike. 

Example one dealt with consider- 








Reiser combo furnishing colorful] able historic sidelight with the early 
musical background for  ballading.| agitation to amend the original con- 
Very neat quarter hour for mid-day. | stitution to include a Bill of Rights. 
Wear Familiar names, such as Washington 
| Jefferson Franklin, Madison are 
|}mentioned, along with others best 

ROY SHIELD’S REVUE | Known to scholars 
With Vivia Della Chiesa, Edward| Free assembly, press, religion, trial 
Davies, Gale Page, Roy Shield’s | by jury and similar blessings are due 
Orchestra n successive weeks for dramatiza- 
Musical tion. I*’s all obviously and honestly 
30 Mins. counter-dictatorship in implication 


Sustaining 
Wednesuay 9:00 P.M. CST 
WENR, Chicago 

Much better than usual sustainer, 
with Roy Shield’s orchestra sup- 
plying special modern symphonic ar- 


rangements both as numbers, and 
as accompaniment to several of | 
NBC’s staff singers Music leans 
toward light opera and popular stufl 
with Vivian Della Chiesa _takins 
vocal hone: Came through in fine 
style here with ‘Road to Paradise,’ 
and one other number. 

Program allows each of the three 
singers two solo spot, and orchestra 
alone doing. three Vocalers are 
varied enough in style to keep the 
program moving at a_ good rate; 
Gale Page doing popular stuff, Ed- | 
ward Davies, baritone, supplying 
favorites of male repertoire, and 
i Vivian Della Chiesa, the concert 
tunes. Orchestra’s arrangements are 
slick, using a full orchestral sym- | 
phonic effect at times which en- 


hances the value of the popular and 
the concert music both. ‘You're 
Laughing At Me,’ spotted in the mid- 
dle, was especially good. 

Fully “expect to hear commercial 
copy on a shot which shows so much 
talent, and much evidence «f 
proper building as does this 
Probably won't be a sustaine 
shouldn't be, at any rate, for 
quality and names will grab a 
owing for it quick. 


uile, 
long: 
both 
fol- 


‘DRAMATIC MOMENTS FROM 
REAL LIFE’ 
With Myron Golden 
Drama 
5 Mins. 
UNITED SAVINGS BANK 
Tues.-Thurs.; 7:15 p. m. 
WWJ, Detroit 
Short dramatizations of daily new: 
events have plenty of punch and 
me it. Roles nicely enacted by WWJ 
players, and stories 
densed by Myron 
only the ‘goodies.’ 
On program caught story 
with dust storms in wheat belt 


expertly 
Golden to 


con- 


dealt 


anda 


| new device being used to combat the 


| plague, 
Commercial is choice, but too 
iengthy for short period, Pete. 


leave | 


Reminding the boys and girls to 

cherish what democracy gives them. 
Nicely done, barring a few minor 

production flaws. Land. 


HOLLYWOOD EXTRA ON THE AIR 
With Francis X. Bushman 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Fri., 9:30 p. m. 

KFI, Les Angeles 


Francis X. Bushman here is offered 
as the kindly counsellor, one who 
would give a lift to a_ struggling 
voung thes». Program given a court- 
room effect with one of those ‘tell 
your story to the judge’ intro’s. 
| Bushman presides at the ‘court of 
| public approval,’ : 

On opening night three sets of 


players were used. Not likely that 
any of them will get a studio tumble 
even though station each week wires 
| casting directors and talent scouts to 
get a load of the undiscovered talent. 


| Dialers are asked to mail in their 
| votes. That means if the postman 
|rings twice with one load it will 


make first-rate sales ammunition. 
Pattern is pretty much the same as 
Haven MacQuarrie's stunt. Helm. 


NANCY TURNER 
‘WOMAN’S NEWS REPORTER’ 
[15 Mins. 

ELITE LAUNDRY 
| Daily 9:50 A.M. 

WFBR, Baltimore 

Well known locally for her 
Turner’s Studio Party’ a 
taining feature on this station, Miss 
Turner brings to this new commer- 
cial a practiced voice and mike per- 
sonality. Ballyhood as a ‘different, 
dramatic program about women, by 

woman, for women’ show presents 
Trans Radio news flashes edited for 
femme interest Additional local 
litems are also garnered with cash 
prizes offered for local news breaks 
vith woman's angle. 

Using a conversational style and 
personalizing as much as_ possible 
the story behind the news Miss Tur- 
|ner, covers a lot of territory and 
|breezes through her continuity in 
|good style. When caught. interest 
seemed substained throughout and 
| period passed pleasantly. 

Commercial plug by male ane 
|nouncer at opening, middle and close 
| of program. 


‘Nancy 
daily 


SUS- 
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ifiiliated with 


Money Talks ! 


Colorado Springs is a_ city 
of big spenders! Per capita 
retail sales ($424) were more 
than twice the U. S. average 
in 1933; and 88% greater than 
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PACIFIC COAST RADIO NOTES 


master. 


Mary Livingstone ordered by her 





Heirbe-t Marshall took a crack at; however. 
(Captain | 


producing a Lux show 
Blood’) in the absence of C. B. De- 
Mille, on location junket in the 
south for his méxt super colossal. 





Lynne Overman will be the studio | 


guide on Boris Morros’ Paramount 
on Parade, debutting March 14. Ed- 
die Moran will do the scripts. 





Leo Shepard named guardian of 
KNX (Hollywood) transmitter. 

Bing Crosby will pour James 
Cagney into the Q and A griddle on 


the Kraft airer Thursday (25). 
Ben Bernie dresses down (ver- 
bally) filmdom’s fashion plate, 
Adolphe Menjou, on his March 9 
broadcast. 
Lewis Allen Weiss, top kick for 
the Don Lee network, foraging 


through the northern part of Cali- 
fornia to see how many more trans- 
mitters he can add to the web’s cur- 
ren ten. 





Raymond Paige gets the music 
spot if and when that Marx Bros. 
commercial reaches the inking stage. 

Audrey Mays, artists model, writ- 
ing continuity at KRKD 
Angeles). 





Guy Earl now receiving his mail 
at L. A. offices of Transradio Press. 
Says theve’s no official connection, 












COMBI NATHON! 


(Los | 


- | physician to forget about radio for 
Her part in Jack Benny 
show will be kept alive by lefters 


- ;} two weeks. 
Just a place to hang his : - 


hat. 





|and telegrams. 
| . 


| 

' 
Tex Rickard draws title of general | 

| manager of KMTR_ (Hollywood). | wate Stee 

Abe Corenson riding herd on the} 

| sales force. 


ne lest rating of 
dramatic 


| 
| Elza Schallert had Mary Astor on 
these years. 


her program for a quizzing two days 
| after her elopement. | 


; James 
Pete De Lima headed for New chequer for 
York after resigning as_ artists 
bureau head for Columbia on the 
Coast. 


Harry Savoy 
George Jay interviewing kilocycle 
new over 


somebodies in a 
KEHE (Los Angeles). 


series 


J. Donald Wilson, L. A. announcer, | ture work. 
has turned his tagline to read the 
other way around. As a gesture to | 


| Don Wilson to avoid confusion. 


Watson 





a | cisco. 
Burns and Allen tossed a _ back- 

stage shindy for the L. A. radio eds 
|!to commemorate their fifth anni- 


| versary on the air. 





aneimanara | Francisco. 
Tom Harrington took a flier to the | Heidt in Chicago. 
home office and back in time to 
| handle the Jello show. 

at ae 


| gets 


from Alfred G. Vanderbilt and his 


; , | cisco on Mondays at 1:30 p. m. PST, 
They'll be his | beginning this week. Rhythm combo 
| batoned by Walter Kelsey in sup- 
Martin 
goes nationwide over the same web 
Mondays 


trainer, Bud Stotler. 
guests on tonight’s (24) program. 
ome | port. 
| Jack Hasty, producer of National 
Biscuit opus on the Coast, passed out/at 1:00 p. m. 
| credits to his scripters on the air. | March . 





2aul 


Drama staff at 
cisco, now 


Dick Foran will do the warbling 
|for Burns and Allen when they | 
| swing over to Grape Nuts in early 
| April. | to radio. 





| Ed Lowry is gagging his Holly- | 
| wood Community Sing with a skit,| KSFO, San 
i*‘Do You Want to Be a Heckler?’ | Hurlburt, 
| They’re picked from the audience, | formerly 

|}a la Haven MacQuarrie. 
| 





Leon Churchon 
| production staff at KYA, San Fran- 
Humphrey 
while Churchon was east. 


He’s a former Radio City chorus 





press 
Thompson 
|claims to have figures to prove that 
| the Lux show has achieved the high- 
any 
offerings 


Seward, boss of 
Columbia, 
few days at the Hollywood plant. 


contract by Eddie Cantor. 


Morton Downey in Hollywood for 
a few guest shots and possible pic- 





Paul Rosen, clarinetist, now with 
| Claude Sweeten’s ork at KFRC, San | 
Formerly 


Johnny O’Brien, harmonica tooter, 
a coast-to-coast 
| Ben Bernie will learn about hosses | NBC-Blue network from San Fran- 





KYA, San 
includes 
| active in little theatre work but new 


Arranger for Earl Towner’s ork at 
Francisco, is 
blind 
with Tom 
Appointment made last week. 





Leon Rosebrook takes over the Richard Wynne, mikeman at KYA, | ter-hour evening broadcasts for re- 
1; baton from Salvatore Santaella as|San Francisco, subbed for Ernie| lease over the Don Lee net. Cox 
director of KEHE (Los Angeles).|Smith last week on the_latter’s (Continued on page 70) 


is back on 


_ begin a semi-weekly series of quar- 





— Canada Agin’ Advertising 


Winnipeg, Feb. 23. 

Gladstone Murray, general manager of Canadian government radio, 
makes it abundantly clear that he is no friend of commercial radio, 
While in Winnipeg conferring with his superior, Leonard Brocking- 
ton, chairman of the C.B.C. board, he is quoted: 

‘We are entirely against advertising in radio but present conditions 
force us to take a certain amount of it. Policy, however, is to keep 

of the 2.000 it absolutely to a minimum. We are looking forward to the day 
on the air all when there will be no advertising programs on our network. 


head for J. 


on the Coast, 











a, 


| 





| _—-.- 


‘Sportlites’ programs 
the ex- was down with flu. 
spending a 


Joseph Henry Jackson, San Fran- 


Complaints have been received th 
Sydney stations can’t be gotten a 
too well in this Federal territory a) 


Ernie Smith’s Sportlites has been 
signed by Roos Bros., clothing store, | 
for thrice-weekly broadcasts starting 
April 1 over KYA, San Francisco. 

| Smith’s talks will be aired Mondays, | 
the | Wednesdays and Fridays from 7 to | 

7:15 p. m. PST. Store holds options | 
| for Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
| ‘Sportlites’ at the same hour. Shows 

are currently on KYA as sustainers. 


about it. 
Licenses cost the fans $5 year 


filled in and they want to hear all they c: 


in decision to erect a new station. 








New KJBS studios in San Fran- 
cisco were formally dedicated last 
Saturday and Sunday with a series 
of special broadcasts arranged by 
Production Manager Harry Wicker- 
sham. Station held open house Sat- | 


urday afternoon, sending invitations | ‘ 
. ‘ ° : the 
in the form of a leather keytainer | A.B.C. operates the national cha 
|with a gilded paper ‘key’ to the and refuses advertising. Sydney st 


studios. 


Melbourne, Feb. 1. 


iorace ‘ f 
i Australian Broadcasting Commi 


with 


2 ing erection this year. 
building to house 16 studios, intima 


spot on the 


and His Music sonticiccengit 

Dick Deasy, Keith Kirby and Bob | @tre that was, and these studios a 
Struble. mikemen at KSFO. San | 0w too cramped and obsolete, hen 
Francisco, got their fill of fire | the decision to build own home 
crackers last week when they han- | N. S. Wales and Victoria. 


dled the Chinese New Year broad- 


starting 


Fran- 


while Smith | Australian Govt. Erecting 
Station in Federal Zone 


cisco radio author, returned last Canberra, Feb. !. 
sisned to 13-week' Week after four months in Guate- Government proposes erecting new 
sae mala. local station here in near 


futun e. 


at 


lV 


id 


the air mob wants something done 


lv 


in 


for the dough. Complaints resulted : 


S< 


sion is readying plans for own build- 
Plans call for 


te 


theatre and provision for television. 


in 
u- 


dios are at present housed in a por- 
tion of the old Her Majesty’s the- 


re 
ce 
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Jane Hoey, | cast from Frisco’s Chinatown for the 





Coast CBS web. 





Ione DeLuce, formerly of Seattle, 
Wash., added to biz staff at KSFO, 
San Francisco. 





Glenn 
pianist-arranger 
Coakley’s ork. 





Coleman Cox, philosopher, returns 
to KFRC, San Francisco, Feb. 25 to 








F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Alabama: WBRC, Birmingham, daytime power boost 
from 1 to 5 kw. 

California: KHSL, Chico, granted frequency change 
from 950 to 1,260 kc., change power from 250 watts 
days to 250 watts nights, 250 watts days, and increase 
hours of operation, Commish sustaining Examiner 
R. H. Hyde; KGB, Don Lee Broadcasting System, San 
Diego, denied petition to reconsider and grant with- 
out hearing, application for authority to increase day 
power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Minnesota: Albert Lea Broadcasting Corp., Albert 











OPENING FEB. 19 v 
HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK 





Lea, granted new station to be operated on 1200 ke. 
with 100 watts, days only, Commish upholding Ex- 
aminer R. H. Hyde; Winona Radio Service, Winona, 
granted new station to be operated on 1200 ke. with 
100 watts, daytimes, sustaining Examiner Hyde. 

New York: National Broadcasting Company, Inc., 
granted extension of authority to transmit programs 
to Canadian stations CFCF and CRCT and the Canadian 
Radio Broadcasting Commission. 

South Carolina: O. Lee Stone, Florence, reaffirmed 
grant for new station to be operated on 1200 kc. with 
100 watts, days, which was suspended and set for 
hearing because of protest filed by Don Lee Broad- 
casting Co., now withdrawn (petition of WAIN to 
intervene dismissed ). 


SET FOR HEARING 


Alabama: John C. Hughes, Phoenix City, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1310 ke. with 100 watts, days 
only. Archie E. Everage, Andalusia, new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

California: KFXM, San Bernardino, boost day power 
from 100 watts to 250 watts; KGFJ, Ben S. McGlashan, 
Los Angeles, change frequency from 1200 to 1170 kc., 





Per. Rep.—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD | power boost from 100 watts to 250 watts nights, 500 | 


1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Mgt.—M.C.A. 





watts days, and install new antenna (to be heard be- 
fore Broadcast Division). 
Maryland: Frank M. Stearns, Salisbury, new station 








GULF REFINING 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 

7:30-8 P.M., EST 
WAC 
CRS 





Minnesota: George W. Young, St. Paul, new station 


days, using directional antenna nights. 
Nebraska: Clark Standiford and L. S. Coburn, Fre- 


watts. 
New Jersey: Press-Union Publishing Co.. 
City, new station to be operated days on 1200 kc. with 
100 watts. 7 

Ohio: Summit Radio Corp., Akron, new 
broadcast station to be operated on 1530 ke. 
kw.; WHK, jump day juice from 2' to 5 kw. 
Oklahoma: G. Kenneth Miller, Tulsa, new station to 

| be operated on 1310 kc. with 100 watts. 
Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Radio Broadcasting Co.. 
, Philadelphia, new special station to be operated on 
' 1570 ke. with 1 kw. 


special 
with 1 








| to be operated on 1200 ke. with 250 watts. days only. | 


to be operated on 920 ke. with 1 kw. nights, 5 kw. | 


mont, new station to be operated on 1420 ke. with 109 | 


Atlantic | 


South Dakota: KGDY, Huron, authority to transfer 
control from F. Koren, Robert J. Dean and M. W. 
Plowman, to Greater Kampeska Radio Company. 

Texas: KTEM, Temple, change power from 100 watts 











days to 100 watts days, 250 watts nights. 
Virginia: Arlington Radio Service, Inc., Arlington, 
new station to be operated on 850 ke. with 250 watts, 


days only, 
New Petitions 
Alabama: R. W. Page Corp., Phenix City, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1240 ke with 250 watts. 


California: KRE, Berkeley, change frequency from 
1370 ke to 1440 ke, increase power from 100 watts 


TH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Opens Limited Engagement at 


March ‘th 


tra—March 16—Playing Own Composition: 
“SPANISH RHAPSODY” 


(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 





MARIO BRAGGIOTTI 


Normandie Ballroom, Boston 


Soloist with Providence Philharmonic Orches- 


Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. 








nights, 250 watts days, to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days. 








Hawaii: Honolulu, change frequency from 1320 to 
580 ke. 


Illinois: Key City Broadcasting Co., Kankakee, new 
station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts. 

Iowa: Leon M. Eisfeld, Burlington, new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 

Maryland: WTBO, Cumberland, authority to transfer 
control of corporation from Roger W. Clipp and Frank 
V. Becker to Delaware Channel Corp., 250 shares com- 
mon stock. 

Michigan: Washtenaw Broadcasters, Inc., Ann Arbor, 
new special broadcast station to be operated on 1550 
ke with 1 kw. 

Montana: Gallatin Radio Forum, Bozeman, new 
station to be operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts, day- 
times only. 

Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury, boost power from 
100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Texas: North Texas Broadcasting Co., Paris, jump 
power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Utah: Richfield Broadcast Co., Richfield, new station 
to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts; Provo Broad- 
cast Co., Provo, new station to be operated on 1210 ke 
with 100 watts. 

West Virginia: George W. Taylor Company, Inc.. 
Williamson, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with | 
100 watts daytime power. 


CARL 
HOFF 


LUCKY STRIKE 
“Your Hit Parade’ 


Saturday, 10 p.m., EST 
WABC - CBS Network 




















Examiners’ Reports 


California: Establishment of a new station in Pasa- 
dena was nixed by Examiner Ralph L. Walker on the 
ground the Los Angeles section already is amply served 
by existing transmitters. Pointing out 14 stations now 
lay down satisfactory signals in the suburban city, 
Walter recommended denial of the application of Loyal | 
E. King, newspaper publisher, for permit to erect sta- | 
tion using 1320 ke with 250 watts days. No need for 
additional service was visible. 


Florida: Daytime power jump for WCOA, Pensacola, | 
was favored by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. Sug- | 
gested commish let the station, subsidiary of the News | 
Journal, jump from 500 watts to 500 night and 1 kw 
days in order to cover rural sections and meet evident | Dir.: 
needs for additional service. 


“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WJZ-9:30 P.M. E.S.T.—Monda)- 
NBC Network 
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Won't Ask, but Would Like to Receive 





Music Biz, Facing Code, Thinks Orchestra 
Leaders’ Opinions Might Be Helpful 





While it will not make any formal 
bid for the information, the music 
industry committee which has 
charge of negotiating a code of fair 
trade practices with the Federal 
Trade Commission would like to get 


the views of orchestra leaders and 
radio singers on the anti-bribery 
pledge which went into effect last 
August. Committee feels that the 
batonists and vocalists might have 
suggestions dealing with the pro- 
posed federal code which ought to 
be considered. 

There will be some sort of meeting 
with the F. T. March 3. It will be 
in either Washington or New York 
and it is yet to be decided whether 
the industry’s delegation will be 
composed of members of the code 
committee or a duo comprised of 
John G. Paine and Joseph V. McKee, 
board chairman and general counsel, 
respectively, of the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association. 

Paine has found that some of the 
code violation complaints filed with 
him reveal misunderstandings on the 
part of performers which could 
easily be straightened out if the lat- 
ter were made aware of the prob- 
lems involved. Paine thinks that if 
these things were made clear to per- 
formers they could avert being 
mixed up in investigations of code 
violations and also probable court 





TWO TOP 
TEMPO TUNES 





Walter and Qnrangta byW\LL-HUDSON 


MR.GHOST 


GOES TO 


TOWN 





Now a World-Wide Swingsotion / 
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GRINDER’S 
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THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RAOIO CITY) 


















“AMERICAN TTT IN (0: 
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actions. Committee concurs in these 
sentiments and it would like to make 
the leaders and singers conscious of 
their concern in the forthcoming 
F. T. C. code without making it ap- 
pear that a stick is being held over 
them. 


IRVING MILLS: 








MASTER OUTHIT 





Irving Mills, having severed his re- 
cording contract with American 
Record Co. (Brunswick, Columbia, 
Vocalion, et al.) has formed a part- 
nership hookup with the Herb Yates 
organization whereby Master Rec- 
ords, Inc., will utilize the Brunswick 
recording laboratories and operate 
as a separate entity. Thus, former 
Brunswick, Columbia, Vocalion and 
other disk artists will be exclusively 
waxed through Mills’ Master Rec- 
ords, Inc., outfit which will have 
two labels—a 75c. brand (Master) 
and a 35c. disk (Variety record). 

First release slated for April 1 and 
already a catalog of some 200 num- 
bers have been set. 

Some of the artists, many of them 
new on the disks, who will can for 
Mills, will be Clyde Lucas, Cale 
Burke, Duke Ellington, Ben Pollack, 
Tommy Thompson, Lucky Millin- 
der’s Blue Ribbon, Jan Savitt and 
Top Hatters, Jack Denny, Ray Scott, 
Larry Lee from the Beverly-Wilshire 
hotel, Cab Calloway and those other 
Mills bands when their contracts 
lapse with the other recording com- 
panies. 

Entire Consolidated Radio Orches- 
tras’ roster will go on the Master 
label. CRA and Mills are now part- 
nered. 





Robbins-Metro Start 
Buildup of Its Olman 
And Miller Catalogs 


With its recently acquired Leo 
Feist, Inc., now on a parity with the 
Robbins Music: Corp., the Metro- 
Robbins management is now starting 
to build up the Abe Olman Music 
Corp. and the Miller Music, Inc., 
catalogs. Latter firm was a recent 
buy-up. Olman Music has been per- 
mitted to lie dormant while Abe 
Olman, v.p. and g.m. of Feist’s, de- 
voted himself to that catalog. Now 
they’re ready to expand both firms. 

Among the new tunes which Ol- 
man will tee off will be ‘Everything 
You Do,’ just acquired from Irwin 
Dash Music Co., Ltd. of London. 
Dash is now in America. Song is 
by Newell Chase (American) and 
Holt Marwell, nom-de-plume for Eric 
Maschwitz, director of variety en- 
tertainment for the British Broad- 
casting Corp. 








Henry King’s Wax Quickie 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Decca Recording Co. planed Henry 
King’s ork down from San Francisco 
for an all-day session with the discs 
yesterday (Monday). Band had to 
make quick in-and-out due to en- 
gagement at the Fairmont hotel. 

Decca also completed four platters 
with Connie Boswell do-re-meing to 
Ben Pollack’s accompaniment. 





Mal Hallett’s orchestra set for 
Junior Hop at Lafayette College on 





March 12, 

















To paraphrase the saying—“Good Things Come in 4s.” 
For example, here are 4 big songs from 4 big pictures: 


A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU 


From the Walter Wanger preduction, 


SMOKE DREAMS 


From the Metro-Goiawyn Mayer production, 
“After The Thin Man”™ 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 


From the 20th Century-Fox p-- 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Banjo On My Knee” 
KJU3BINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. 


“You Only Live Once” 


‘ction, “Stowaway’ 


¢ NEW YORK 




















Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night, Feb. 14-20. 
*This Year’s Kisses 
*Goodnigit My Love 

On Little Bamboo Bridge 
*May I Have Next Romance? 
*With Plenty Money and You 

When My Drezmboat Comes 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm 

Trust in Me 
*Love and Learn 

Please Keep Me in Dreams 

I Can’t Lose That Longing 

Serenade in the Night 
*There’s Something in the Air 

He Ain’t Got Rhythm 
*Slumming on Park Ave. 
tNight Is Young 

When Poppies Bloom Again 
*You’re Laughing at Me 
*Smoke Dreams 

Gee, But You’re Swell 

Boo Hoo 
tLittle Old Lady 

Swing High, Swing Low 
*Pennies from Heaven 

Mood That I’m In 





“Indicates filmusical song. 
tIndicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 











General Motors 
Shows Up Again 
As Strike Ends 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

General Motors, now that the sit- 
down strikers have gotten on their 
feet, has gone into a huddle on re- 
newing its plans for orchestras and 
name talent for its various individual 
auto shows throughout the country. 
Have been in confab with Maurie 
Lipsey of Music Corporation of 
America which was to have handled 
the spotting of $175,000 worth of 
band and p.a. talent. 


General Motors has unqualifiedly 
called for any and all auto shows 
for the time  being—its major 
problem at present being to supply 
the orders now on the books, and 
not how to sell ’em. This being the 
case the auto firm is planning a 
series of auto shows this coming fall, 
around September and October. 


Also understood that the shows 
will be on a somewhat smaller scale 
than originally set up, and will call 
for an expenditure of around $85,000 
for about six weeks of shows. 


ONLY TWO NEW FACES 
ON ASCAP COMMITTEE 


Official electees to the publishers 
availability committee of the Amevi- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers will not be known 
until tomorrow (Thursday) though 
the ballots are in and the count has 
begun. Election’s results will come 
before the regular monthly meeting 
of ASCAP’s directorate which is 
slated for tomorrow. 

Indications are that the new avail- 
ability committee will consist of: 

Saul H. Bornstein. 

Walter Douglas. 

Louis Bernstein. 

Gustave Schirmer. 

Carl Fischer. 

Max Dreyfus. 

Jack Bregman. 

Last two would make the only 
newcomers to the committee, with 
Dreyfus replacing Bobby Crawford, 
who sold out his company to the 
former some time ago, and Bregman 
moving into the spot formerly heid 
by Edward B. Marks. 


Self-Perpetuating 

Considerable number of the 
smaller publishers took no part in 
the balloting, contending that their 
votes would be of no marked sig- 
nificance since each ballot would be 
valued according to the number of 
points the voter rated in the way of 
catalog availability. This insurgent 
group has charged that members of 
the availability committee controlled 














among them 84% of the available 





‘Moon and June’ to Order! 


Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 

Duke Rorbaugh cops Philly’s Tin 
Pan Alley prize for speed in grind- 
ing them out, 

On ‘Music Box Revue’ program 
over WFIL each week he asks listen- 
ers to suggest song titles. Picks best 
one aiid writes music and lyrics for 


it. Following week Howard Lanin 
ork plays it on program. 

Rorbaugh has brainstormed four 
this way to date. 


PUBS LEERY OF 
DISC SET-UP 


Board of directors of the Music 
| Publishers Protective Association re- 
| fused last week to give its blessing to 
the amendment to the copyright law 
as drawn up by counsel for the Na- 
tional Association of Recording Art- 
ists until it has seen the final draft 
of the amendment and had time to 
study it. Maurice Speiser, counsel 
for the NARA, had sought this 
formal approval before submitting 
the amendment for introduction in 
both houses of Congress. 

Publishers want to take their time 
about consenting to any support of 
an amendment which would give the 
performing or interpretative artists 
recognition under the copyright law. 
They are leery about another licens- 
ing system being added to those now 
in existence. Speiser has assured 
them that his bill will not in any 
way encroach on the rights of the 
copyright but merely reduce to 
tangible form the right of an artist to 
property ownership of his interpre- 
tation. 

Speiser rates his new bill as some- 
what softening the demands for rights 
which were contained in the amend- 
ment that was introduced last year 
in the House of Representatives. 
Through recognition under the law 
the NARA hopes to have a weapon 
which will prevent radio stations 
from broadcasting phonograph rec- 
ords without first obtaining permis- 
sion from the artists involved. 

















Salabert Due March 15 


Paris, Feb. 17. 

Francis Salabert, French music 
publisher, will arrive in New York 
March 15 for two weeks’ stay, to 
negotiate new contracts for French 
rights of American tunes. Heavy 
load of pic tunes makes a jaunt out 
to Hollywood a possibility, though 
at present Salabert believes he can 
handle everything from New York. 

Mme. Salabert, who has been in 
Hollywood for past couple months, 
joins her husband in New York, to 
return to Europe with him begin- 
ning of April. 





points and that they suspected that 
the next move of the committee 
would be to toss the whole matter of 
determining this phase of royalty al- 
locations back into the publishers’ 
faction on the ASCAP board. 

Proponents of the system of avail- 
ability committee voting by the 
number of availability points as- 
serted that this only can serve as 
the logical and businesslike method. 
They base this argument on the 
usual procedure jin corporations 
whereby votes are counted according 
to the number of shares held by each 
stockholder, 


John Paine Reminds Publishers 
That M.P.P.A. Is Their Organization 


In a circular letter addressed to 
the trade, John G. Paine, chairman 
of the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association, last week chided pub- 
lishers who make a practice of clear- 
ing synchronization rights directly to 
the picture producer or through a 
Hollywood clearance agency. Paine 
scored the procedure as unfair on 
the part of the publishers since it is 
to the MPPA’s mechanical rights 
bureau that they invariably look for 
protection when it comes getting full 
performing credits from the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers or obtaining license 
recognition in foreign countries. 

Stressing the foreign angle as an 
important one, Paine’s letter re- 
minded the publishers that. the 
MPPA’s bureau follows up the issu- 
ance of a license by filing a copy 
with the various mechanical or per- 
forming rights associations in Eu- 
rope and other places so that the 
film company licensed will not be 
embarrassed by having the picture 
held up at the port of entry. Or 
refused distribution until the music 
clearances have been certified. 

Publishers’ Own 

Paine also reminded the pubs that 
this class of service requires a con- 
siderable amount of clerical work, 
large expenditures for material and 
trained and experienced clearance 
personnel. He wrote that the pub- 
lishers ought to realize that the 
MPPA’s clearance bureau was their 
own organization, not part of a film 
organization, and that it could be de- 
pended upon to do best by the pub- 
lishers’ interests. 

Paine’s letter recalled the jam that 
the publishing industry found itself 
in in 1932 when the agreement with 
ERPI expired and how the MPPA 
stepped into the breach and by 
sending reps to Europe and Australia 
straightened out the mess. 








| fone | 
itimark Presents | 


The Sensational Ballad 


When My | 
Dream Boat | 
Comes Home 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring Dick Foran, ‘‘The Stogiae | Cowbey’’ 
The Greatest Western Ballad Years 


MY LITTLE 
BUCKAROO| 


M. WITMARK & SONS | 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y¥. 
CHARLIE WARKEN, Prof. Mer. | 














ik 














Remick 
Warren dnd Dubin at Their Best 
in These Two 


| HOW COULD YOU? 
SUMMER NIGHT 


A New, Sere Hit! | 


GEE! But You’re Swell 


from “SING ME A LOVE SONG’ 
A Cosmopolitan Production 
LITTLE HOUSE THAT LOVE BUILT 


YOUR EYES HAVE TOLD ME 80 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Prof. Mer 
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Gordon & Revel’s Greatest Score ... From ‘Head Over 
Heels In Love’...A Gaumont-British Picture 


“May I Have the Next Romance With You’ 
‘Lookin’ Arcund Corners for You’ 
‘There's That Look In Your Eyes Again’ 


‘Head Over Heels In Love’ 
1629 BROADWAY °@ 


NEW YORK 
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ACTION ON WAX 
EXPECTED AT 
MIAMI 


Miami, Feb. 23. 


Armed with a pocketful of data 


and notes on the local musicians’ 


ban against recordings, and backed 
up with resolutions and the good 
wishes of locals throughout tne 
country, James C. Petrillo, 
the Chicago Federation of Mus ins 


is in Miami this 


head of 


week to att al the 


meeting of the Executive Board of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. Reported that he \ ’ 


a terrific campaign to secure an im- 





OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 
GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 


YOU’RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 


IT’s STILL 
BEING DONE 


‘ 
’ 
' 
ng 
7 
t 


TRY TAPPIN’ 
IT’S NO SECRET 
THAT | LOVE YOU 
(Waltz) 


os 
ped oe he 


<«> 


THE LADY LIKES 
TO LOVE (Rumba) 
Orchestrations 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—<en. Prof. Mar. 











Announcing a New 
KALMAR-RUBY 
SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY”’ 


ESTABLISHED FAVORITES: 


“UNDER YOUR SPELL” 
“YOU DO THE DARN- 
‘DEST THINGS, BABY” 


nt IOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


. SAM. FOX PUBLISHING CO, Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


& LOING (RADIO CITY) 


NEW YORK 








mediate national 
recording matter. } 

Petrillo has messages of coopera- 
tion and the adoption of anti-record- 


resolution of the | 


| ing resolutions from locals in New 


| York, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, St. Louis, 
Farm Minneapolis, St. Paul, New 
Orleans, Detroit, Cleveland, Boston 
and San Francisco. 

Petrillo has also been flooded with 
requests from locals seeking to find 
out just how the Chicago local is 
going about its anti-recording cam- 
paign and what rules and regula- 


| tions the local is setting up to handle 


those recordings which are to be 
permitted. Petrillo himself had not 
ettled the final details. on these 
ind regulations, and likely 

ll hold off the final de 

etup until he has d 

he matter fully with the re 


Petrillo Meet 
Chicago, Feb. 23 
Local recording organizations are 
back waiting for the general 
meeting with James C. Petrillo to 
find out just where they stand in 
the recording affair, and under whot 
conditions they will be permitted 
to make musical platters. Meetings 
of recorders and the Musicians’ 
Union has been on the schedules for 
but has been 


postponed from time to time due to 


Awaiting 


sitting 


1 couple of weeks now 


the absence of several of the leadc- 
ing recording men, particularly Jack 
Kapp, head of Decca, who has been 
detained on the Coast and who hi: 

asked that the meeting be delayed 
until he would be able to sit in 
That being the case, it now appears 
that the Petrillo-recorders round- 
table will not be held until after 
the meeting in Miami. 

Meanwhile the general recording 
ban has had little effect on the com- 
mercial radio disking in Chicago 
ince most of the recordings now be- 
ing turned out were contracted for 
‘rior to Feb. 1 when the local nix 
rder went into official effect, and 
*etrillo has flatly stated that where 

e Union had previously okayed 
cording contracts -that these deals 

ould be permitted to run the. full 
jlength of their agreements and 
| would not be killed off because of 
any later Union ruling to the con- 
| trary. 

Popular recordings have been 
| stopped entirely for the time being 
}and the Chicago bands at present 
are making no pop phonograph 
discs. However, several of the re- 
cording companies and orchestra 
leaders are readying to go to the 
| Union in an effort to obtain permis- 
sion to make additional pop discs 
|This is perfectly within the rules 
originally set up by Petrillo, in that 


permission would be granted in spe- 


| cific instances for the making of 

| certain recordings where such discs 

are justified. 

aie 

| Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. is not 
planning on a coming-out party for 
the 80-foot mural which adorns the 
publishing firm’s home oftices Louis 
Bernstein cut his Florida vacation a 
few days short for a look-see ait the 
completed job. 





IRVING BERLIN’S. (GREATEST SCORE 


‘‘ON THE AVENUE’’ 


(20th Century-Fox Release) 


THIS YEAR’S KISSES 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 
PVE GOT MY LOVE 


TO KEEP 


ME WARM 


THE GIRL ON 
THE POLICE GAZETTE 


SLUMMING ON PARK AVENUE 
HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM 


THERE’S A SILVER MOON 
ON THE GOLDEN GATE 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 Seventh Ave.. N. Y. C. 





HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


Wednesday, Fe bruary 





24, oat 











Last Week’s 25 Best Sellers 








[The trade will be 
the most-played-on-the-air 
department. 


When 
“Goodnight My Love 
Trust in Me ... 

Chapel in the Moonlight. 
*This Year’s Kisses +t 
*Rainbow on the River ..... 
*Pennies From Heaven 
Moonlight and Shadows 

May I Have the Next Romance” 

i've Love to Ke Dp Me Warn 


On a Little Bamboc Bridge 
‘Little Old Lady 
With Plenty Money and You 


Serenade in the Night 


You’re Laughing at Me 
Night Is Young 
There’s Something in the Ali 


Love and Learn 

*‘Slumming or Park Ave 

When the Poppies Bloom Again 
What Will I Tell My Heart 

*One, Two, Button Your Shoe... 
Girl on Police Gazette 
300 Hoo se sate 

*Who’s Afraid of Love 


* Indicates filmusical song. 


others are POps. 





interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
tabulations, 
Song title and publisher of the best selling 25 are 
included; only the title of the song ts recorded in the air plugs.] 


My Dreamboat Comes Home.. 


+ Indicates stage production song. The 


shown elsewhere in this 
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a Gerlach Dies 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

Joseph J. Gerlach, 36, professional 
manager for Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co. in the Cleveland-Pittsburgh 
area, died Feb. 18 from cancer of 
the spine. Louis B. Bernstein, S-B 
prez, had him flown to New York 
last November for treatment after 
Pittsburgh medics had failed to 
diagnose the case. 


Gerlach had been with Shapiro- 
Bernstein for four years coming 
from Famous Music Corp. He is sur- 


vived by his wife. 

Cleveland music boys have a bene- 
fit show set for Gerlach’s family at 
Trianon Ballroom, Cleveland, March 
3. 


Dave Rubinoff is doing a series of 
special arrangements for violin and 
piano for Mills Music, Inc. First 
two, now on ithe press, involve ‘So- 
phisticated Lady’ and ‘Stardust.’ 


Simon Van Lier, head of the popu- 
lar music division of Keith Prowse 
& Co., is due over from London Mar. 
). During his stay he will contact 
various American publishers. 


Dallas Band Shifts 
Dallas, Feb. 23. 

orchestra opens 
today (24) in 


Will Osborne’s 
month’s engagement 


Century Room of Adolphus hotel, 
succeeding Joe Venuti. Latter 
doesn’t have immediate date in 
sight, due to agent snarl, so will 


one-night for time. 

Herbie Kay brings his band to 
Baker’s Mural Room Saturday (27) 
night, following Joe Reichman. 
Reichman goes to San Antonio for 
two weeks, then goes to Cocoanut 
Grove in Los Angeles. 

Sonny Schuyler Bankrupt 

Sonny Schuyler, musician, in pri- 
vate life Selif Shaftel, filed petition 
in bankruptcy in Federal Court 
N. Y., listing liabilities of $4,289 and 
no assets. 

Debts are both personal and also 
in connection with a clothing firm 
of which he was a‘partner. 


Morris to L. A. in April 

Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, gen 
mgr. of the Warner Bros. music pub- 
lishing interests, will swing back to 
Hollywood the first week in April. 

He returned last week from a 
several weeks stay around the pro- 
| Gucer's studios. 





~ Inside Stuf—Music 


C. W. Clay, president of the National Typrint Co., declares that his or- | 
ganization has developed a complete and practical music typewriter on | 
the market which is manufactured by Remington Rand, Inc. 
he says, is also distributor for the Rundstatler 

| a German mechanism, in this country. 


| models of the Nototyp are slightly faster in operation that the Remington 


| the German machine does not contain the alphabet for writing words to 
This is in line with a recent story 


music. 
musical typewriter. 


| 
| 


| bell-Connelly, London music 


REG CONNELLY DICKERS 
FOR CATALOG RIGHTS 


Back -from a flying trip to the 
Coast Reg Connelly, head of Camn- 
pub- 


| lishers, is slated to return to England 
| next week. While in Hollywood the 


pub huddled with Jack Robbins and 
there’s every likelihood that C-C wil] 
become British agents for Robbins’ 
recently acquired Miller Music and 
now the Olman Music Corp., both of 


| which catalogs are to be developed 


His company, | 
Nototyp (music typewriter), | 
Clay adds that although the various | 


in VARIETY on a new German | 


Lou Diamond, Paramount's shorts head and music impresario, figured 
out something new as an exploitation gag for a song number that’s coming 


in ‘Waikiki Wedding.’ 


around 200 people in and out of show 


were signed Rudy, 


business. 


‘Sweet is the Word for You.’ 


In some cases there were squawks so Diamond is now following the wire 


up with sheet copies of the song. 





Some songsmith-members of the American Society of Composers, Au- 


thors and publishers have raised a 


squawk at an alleged short dividend 


payoff on British Performing Rights Society income, due to a discrepancy 


between the ASCAP point system 


British PRS turns over to ASCAP on songs by American writers. The | 
reconciliation doesn't jell due to ASCAP’s own idea of divvying, via the | 


point performance system. 


and the actual revenue which the 


Info has been received by Emanuel Cohen on the Coast from the Lon- 
don rep of the Select Music Co. that more British orks have recorded the 


title song from Bing Crosby’s starrer for Cohen, 


than any other since the advent of 
recordings. 
never 
has been released and for 10 weeks 





From the business that the score 
figures that the sheet turnover on 
over that of ‘Top Hat.’ 
first four weeks of release, 
‘This Year’s Kisses’ 
with a call of 29,600 copies. 


‘Avenue’ 


Written by Arthur Johnston and John Burke, 
fallen below fifth place in sheet music records during time picture 


‘Pennies From Heaven,’ 
sound pictures. Companies made 14 
‘Pennies’ has 


was never below third place. 


has done already Irving Berlin, Inc.. 


‘On the Avenue’ will go considerably 
Latter score sold around 600,000 copies. 


In the 
has almost reached the 200,000 mark. 


led the six numbers in the ‘Avenue’ score last week 


Sam Coslow’s ‘Mr. Paganini’ song (‘You've Got to Swing It’) introduced 
first Paramount filmusical chore, 
Toscanini,’ 


by Martha Raye in her 


Range,’ was originally titled ‘Mr. 


a while, on getting formal permission from the maestro for the use of his 


name. 


It was later decided as not worth the bother. 


James C. Petrillo last week revealed that he had given William Green. 


| president of American Federation of 
Federation of Musicians, following 
| Workers union. 


Labor, a membership card in Chicago 
Green’s rumpus with United Mine 


He sent out telegrams on Valentine Day forms to 
Those to the femmes 
those to the men were signed Virginia, text of the 
message simply being title of the song, 


‘Rhythm on the 
and the studio was intent, for 


to approach the present parity of the 
Feist and Robbins music companies. 

Since the split with Jimmy Camp- 
bell, the latter is concentrating on 
Cinephonic Music Corp., the Gau- 
mont-British subsid. Connelly con- 
trols C-C exclusively and is also in- 








terested in Irwin Dash Music Co 
Ltd. 
Bie 
Harms Presents 
From 
“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


Too Marvelous 
For Words 


Just a Quiet Evening 


Sentimental 
and Melancholy 


Cafe Continental 


European Hit 


Vienna Dreams 


When Old Friends Meet Again 
Trouble Don’t Like Music 


Greatest “Gold Diggers’ Score 


With Plenty of Money 
and You 


(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 
All’s Fair in Love and War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together 


Speaking of the Weather 
From “Gold Diggers of 1937" 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 

























Love Song of 
Two Continents 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


Smart Dance Music—Just Released. 


SUPPOSING 








From Will Hudson— 
The Sophistocrat of Rhythm 
LL NEVER TELL YOU 
I LOVE YOU 


MOON IS GRINNING 


E 


THE 


From “With Love and Kisses” 
THE TROUBLE WITH ME 
Is YOU 




















Songs for the Millions from 
the 20th Century-Fox 


Picture 
“ONE IN A MILLION” 


‘ONE INA MILLION’ 


‘WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE’ 


‘ntl Senja Henie’s Wal. 
Favorite 


“THE MOONLIT 
WARTS" 


b SONG 35m 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 














f 
C 
V 
] 


~ 


th 


> ya et em As 


oo © & 


—as mw ot A -o oh ot & ot ot ot be tO COU Ct mm lh 


o> D =. 


Qodus, BD oaoowxrs te oS 


Ss 7 Tho A et © 














Wednesday, February 24, 1937 











VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 5$ 











Lipstone (B&K), as Chi Booker 
And Agent, Drawing Fire From 
Other Salesmen; Old Keith Tactics 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Tactics of the old Keith regime, as 
far as handling actors and agents is 
concerned, seems to be the vogue 
with the booking office of Balaban & 
Katz, of which Lou Lipstone is the 
nominal head. Stalling on auditions 
and other things inspired not to 
create good will are being created. 

Lipstone, as B&K booking head, 
is trying to ride two horses, both as 
buyer and seller at the same time. 
As head of B&K’s booking office, he 
is also head of the Theatre Booking 
Office agency, which is representing 
acts. 

Starting off the agency, Lipstone 
sent for all the other agents in town, 
and made various promises. But, 
from subsequent agents’ complaints, 
Lipstone has failed all around, 
Through his own agency, he learned 
the various salaries of performers, 
insofar as working independent 


dates, and the amounts they asked, 
or were willing to take, for club 
and hotel dates. A_ performer’s 
salary, which Lipstone fully knows, 
is flexible, especially when they can 
get a cafe date and work four or five 
weeks without transportation or ex- 
pense, 

Lipstone has been using this 
knowledge of salaries as a lever to 
force the acts into one of his two 
theatre spots, Chicago or the Orien- 
tal, at their cafe or club salaries; or 
he could have his agency office hold 
out a cafe or hotel date to the actor, 
and refuse to give it to them unless 
they played a B. & K. house at the 
same salary. 

Lipstone personally promised rest 
of the agents around here that if 
they gave his agency the right to 
represent their acts in nite clubs, 
cafes and hotels, that those acts 
would not be kept, or induced to 
leave for theatre bookings. Accord- 
ing to the agents, however, this 
agreement has been broken many 
times. 

Quite a few complaints have been 
entered direct to Lipstone. The last 
complaint was a letter written by an 
agent direct to the B. & K. officials, 
with the letter turned over to Lip- 
stone. 

Although Varrety knew that this 
letter was on Lipstone’s desk, and 
that he had sent for and had a meet- 
ing with the agent, VARIETY queried 
him as to the latter and as to his 
decision. Differences over the act 
were that it was booked and handled 
by an independent agent, and had 
signed contracts for the Tower the- 
atre, Kansas City, while the Lipstone 
booking agency had set the same act 
for a night club. 

Lipstone, when interviewed, de- 
nied that he had received the letter, 
denied that he had a meeting with 
the agent, denied that he had sent 
for the act, or the act’s personal 
manager. In fact, Lipstone denied 
knowing anything about the matter, 
although it was necessary to call in 
an attorney to protect the Tower 
theatre and its contractual rights. 
After getting legal help, the act is 
playing the Tower, Kansas City, and 
be play four weeks at a local night 
club. 





Virginia Bacon Flash 
Sails for Aussie Dates 


Virginia Bacon and Co. flash, which 
also contains Blanche Lewis and the 
Falla Sisters, sailed last week from 
Vancouver, B. C., for 10 weeks on 
the Tivoli time in Melbourne and 
Sydney. Opens late in March. 

Another Hal Sands’ flash, Don 
Smith and Loretta Twins, opened in 
Australia this week for a course over 
Same route. 





Ray Dawley’s 15G Suit 


Denver, Feb. 23. 

Raymond E. Dawley has sued the 
Denham here for $15,000 damages he 
claims to have incurred when he 
tripped over loose iron pipe at the 
rear of the stage. 

Dawley, stage manager of one of 
the units which recently played at 
the theatre, claims to have been 


severely injured as result of the acci- 
dent 





+| 








Jane Miller’s Divorce 





St. Louis, Feb. 23. 
Mrs. Jane DiPardo, 19, local nitery 
dancer, was awarded a divorce and 


$500 alimony from Anthony DiPardo, 
tooter of Hotel Chase nitery band 
by Circuit Judge Padberg last week. 
She charged husband was cold and 
indifferent and forced her to live 
with his parents. Couple met while 
she was doing dance act at Mounds 
Country Club, East Side nitery and 
were married Cct. 8, 1935, separating 
last Nov. 25. Her maiden name, 
Miller, was restored. 


STEEL PIER'S 
EASTER NAMES 


Steel Pier, Atlantic City, is splurg- 
ing over Easter weekend. Set so far 
are Hal Kemp and Shep Fields bands 
and Sally Rand unit, which, aside 
from the fanner, embraces William 
and Joe Mandel, Nell Kelly, Roye 
and Maye and line of 20 girls. 

Five additional acts, one of which 
will be a name, are yet to be set. 
Show will play a two-day stand, 
Easter Sunday (March 28) and day 
previous. 


ITALIAN VAUDFILM 
AT BROADWAY, N. Y. 


Broadway theatre, N. Y., formerly 
B. S. Moss’ Colony, will reopen Feb. 
27 as the Cine-Roma by the Nuovo 
Mundo Film Co. with a full week 
policy of Italian vaudeville and pic- 
tures. Initial pic is ‘Loyalty of Love’ 
with Marta Abba, who is now ap- 
pearing on Broadway in play ‘Tova- 
rich.’ 

Italian government - subsidized 
Nuovo Mondo has been looking for 
a showcase for its importations since 
losing the original Cine-Roma, erst- 
while Warner theatre to Mort 
Minsky. Theatre is now the Oriental, 
burlesk. Nuovo acts as exclusive 
American agent of all Italian prod- 
uct and as such is assured of a 
choice as well as a supply of prod- 
uct. 

Understanding is that the govern- 
ment is also aiding in maintaining 
the house since it is anxious to retain 
Broadway exhibition of native 
product for the 2,000,000 Italian 
speaking people of N. Y. C. and to 
attract American audiences. ‘Loy- 
alty’ has superimposed English titles. 

Spot was last occupied by Gus 
Edwards with a two-a-day vaude- 
ville policy last year which lasted 
about a month. Since that time it 
has been dark. 

















Sheila Barrett to Double 
From Det. Club to Vaude 


Sheila Barrett opens two-week 
engagement at the Detroit Athletic 
Club Friday (26). Mimic will double 
into the Fox theatre there during 
the second week of her stay. 

Dick Krakeur, of Leo Morrison 
office, agented. 





Stripper’s Vaude Dates 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

June St. Clair, burly stripper un- 
der option to Paramount, has been 
booked into the Balaban & Katz 
Oriental here week of March 12, 
following March 5 and 6 at the 
Stratford (Warners). 

Both deals negotiated by Milton 
Schuster. 





SALT LAKE’S NEW SPOT 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 23. 

Harry McKenzie, former operator 
of the Blue Danube at Seattle has 
been named manager of the Rendez- 
vous, Hotel Utah taproom. Besides 
introducing change in policy, Frank 
Del Mar’s four-piece combo, replaced 
Wally Williams’ music. 

Spot is one of three night haunts 
operated by hotel. 


Ellington Ork, Waters 
Set for New C. C. Show 


New Cotton Club show opening 
March 14 will have Duke Ellington’s 
orchestra succeeding Cab Calloway, 
with Ethel Waters and the Nicholas 
Bros. also going in. Ellington and 
Reginalde Foresythe, West Indian 
composer, are fashioning the new 
tunes. 

Herman Stark, managing director, 
is currently in Chicago oncer-over- 
ing the field for further colored 
talent and choristers. 


DET. OVERRUN 
WITH EMBRYO 
ASTAIRES 


Detroit, Feb. 23. 

Although less than 1% ever reach 
vaude, legit or pix, more than 
10,000 persons are taking danc- 
ing lessons in Detroit, at rates rang- 
ing from 50c to $10 weekly. Three 
schools of more than 25 in town 
have more than 500 students. One 
institution has an enrollment of 
1,120. 

There are 50 individual instructors 
with studios, in addition to the 25 
schools with regular staffs, the sur- 
vey shows. Approximately $150,000 
is invested in dancing school equip- 
ment, exclusive of that used in high 
schools, universities and private edu- 
cational institutions, which are not 
included in any of these figures. 

In the larger schools, this equip- 
ment includes wardrobe mistresses, 
two to four piano players, dress- 
makers, six to eight instructors, di- 
rector, office help, stenographers, 
etc. Students are enrolled from 
practically every town in Michigan 
and many from Indiana, Ohio and 
Ontario. A _ single amateur stage 
presentation last year employed 
more than 350 students. 














Vaude Going Back Into 


3d Run Denver House 
Denver, Feb. 23. 
Vaude is going back in the Tabor 
after being out for several months. 
Seven: acts will be used. Howard 
Tillotson, old-time vaude pix direc- 
tor, will lead a six-piecer. 
Tabor is a 2,000-seat downtown 
third-run. 





Leon-Mace Re-Marriage 


Detroit, Feb. 20. 

Editor, VARIETY: 

Last week you carried a statement 
about Gary Leon and Marcia Mace. 
We sincerely wish that you will 
publish our explanation on_ said 
article as, while it is true we were 
married in Buffalo, it is a _ re- 
marriage as we were married in 
Mexico two years ago last Feb. 10. 
I was divorced from Mary Mitchell 
three years ago. 

As you know, some states do not 
recognize a Mexican marriage and 
so we were merely being on the 
safe side. 

Gary Leon and Marcia Mace. 








Hungary's Trick Pengo Payoff 
Joins Reichsmark in Complicating 


Things for Acts Playing There 





Kruger, Jory Due Back | 


Otto Kruger and Victor Jory sail 
from London Feb. 24 after complet- 
ing their assignments for British In- 
ternational Picts. Kruger 


main in N. Y. on his arrival to ne- 
gotiate with John Golden regarding 
a role in the new Rachel Crothers 
play ‘Susan and God,’ opposite Ger- 
trude Lawrence. 

Jory will proceed directly to Co- 
lumbia studios in Hollywood. He 
made three pictures for B.I.P. with 
Kruger doing his bit in the last 
of the trio. 


CALLOWAY'S 12 
VAUDFILM WKS. 





will re- 





Longest vaude route laid out in 
many seasons is the 12-week ad- 
vance booking for Cab Calloway 
through the east and midwest start- 
ing March 18. 

Opening at the Memorial, Boston, 
on March 18 he follows with Apollo, 
in Harlem, N. Y., March 26; Earle, 
Philadelphia, April 2; Capitol, Wash- 
ington, April 9; State, N. Y.,, April 
22; Loew’s, Montreal, April 30; 
Shea’s, Toronto, May 5; Fox, De- 
troit, May 14; Palace, Cleveland, 
May 21; Palace, Chicago, May 28; 
Mainstreet, K. C., June 4, and 
Orpheum, Minneapolis, June 18. 

Spaces between several dates will 


be filled with dance dates. All but 
the Kansas City, Toronto, Montreal 
and Apollo, N. Y., dates net straight 
figure of $7,000 for the week. Other 
four are for a lesser guarantee and 
a percentage. 

Calloway closes at The Cotton 
Club, N. Y., March 15. 


PARTY-ACT BOOKINGS 
ON UPBEAT IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 23. 

Taient bookings for banquets and 
private parties, brutal during the 44- 
day General Motors strike, appears 
to be picking up. With coin scarce 
and future uncertain, this phase of 
show biz was practically nil for six 
weeks. Sales meetings, conventions, 
ete., chief users of talent, poured 
cancellations into the booking offices. 

Bookings for floor shows and bands 


have more than doubled since strike. 
A record number of conventions are 
set for Detroit this spring and sum- 
mer, 











WB Stanley, Pitt, Willing But Can't 
Find Suitable Names for Vaudfilm 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 23. 

Efforts of Warner Bros. to return 
deluxe Stanley to stage shows Fri- 
day (26) after a month of straight 
pix were balked here over week- 
end when Harry Kalmine, zone man- 
ager for circuit, admitted he was un- 
able to book a name _ attraction. 
House was unwilling to book in or- 
dinary show for the occasion, feeling 
something meaty for marquee was 
essential. 


As a result, Stanley will go back 
to flesh just as soon as hookings can 
be arranged. Pittsburgh is a pecu- 
liar situation for presentations since 
only a name means anything. Reg- 
ular units have been consistently 
unprofitable and Kalmine is deter- 





mined to keep policy flexible so films 





only can be resumed whenever big 
shows aren't available. 

Stanley has always been a push- 
over for name bands and although 
house has held undated contracts 
with Guy Lombardo, Eddy Duchin, 
Hal Kemp and other for more than 
a year, orchestras have been unable 
to fix a time because of radio com- 
mitments. Management is unwilling 
to assume line charge. and costs of 
standby musicians, thus dimming 
possibilities of ever corralling these 
outfits. 

Negotiations are now under 
for George White’s ‘Scandals’ unit 
and Ritz Bros. although latter ray 
be called back to the Coast bél>re 
La ae a sence to 


in a i 


samé_houge — turned 
$1,750. 


way 











London, Feb. 14. 

Recent expose of the money ramp 
for acts working in Germany has 
caused plenty of talk in the business, 
and position has now reached a stage 
where even the Variety 
Artists’ Federation has decided that 
something must be done. 

It is now practically certain that 
any future acts booked in Germany 
will only go over on condition that 
at least 70% of their salary will be 
deposited in a London bank, with 
the balance held in Germany for 
acts to use as living expenses while 
working. 

Germany is not the only culprit. 
Hungary, which consumes a fair 
amount of medium-priced acts from 
other countries, has what has be- 
come known as ‘the pengo racket.’ 
Acts are paid in pengoes, the local 
currency. When they leave the 
country they are allowed to take 
the pengoes with them. But that’s 
where the sleight-of-hand happens. 
They are given a different kind of 
pengo, of much less value than the 
pengo used in Hungary. 

This, they generally find, after 
they try to change them into other 
monies. But then it is too late, and 
nobody, except the artist, cares. 


lethargic 





Vienna House Folds 


Continental bookings for vaude 
acts continue to be _ troublesome, 
especially where independent houses 
are concerned, Trouble seems to be 
spreading throughout European cap- 
itals. Latest is the Ronacher, Vienna, 
which has been running for the past 
three years, booking independently, 
and employing numerous foreign 
acts, including Americans. 

While playing Paris the current 
month, the Dolinoffs received a wire 
notifying them the Ronacher is clos- 
ing down and their date for next 
month is off. Act immediately got in 
touch with the Variety Artists 
Federation, which is taking up the 
matter on its behalf. 

Law which does not permit taking 
out of part earnings from continental 
countries by foreigners now seems 
to be prevalent. Italy is apparently 
more amenable than most, there 
being two examples at the moment. 
Maria Gambarelii, dancer, is wanted 
for a leading part in a film depicting 
the history of that country, and it is 
understood Mussolini offered to fore- 
go the ruling to the extent of per- 
mitting her to take all her earnings 
out of the country. 

Another instance is that of Ribaldi, 
prominent producer of Milan, who 
offered Cinda Glenn a six month 
contract to star in a show at his 
house and indicated a willingness to 
deposit the full amount of the con- 
tract in a London bank in advance. 


Nitery Op’s Shootings 


Fitzgerald, Ga., Feb. 23. 

Horace Bagley, 40, former nitery 
operator here, fatally wounded Ruth 
Browning, 18, with a shotgun and 
then ended his own life with a blast 
from the same weapon. 

Described as ‘a jealous suitor,’ 
Bagley is said to have driven to 
Miss Browning's home, called her to 
his car and shot her in the abdomen. 
He then turned the gun on himself. 











Jay Howard, Ex-Booker, 


Forms Kan. City Agency 
Kansas City, Feb. 23. 

Jay Howard, former Chicago 

booker and publicist, has opened 

theatrical and publicity offices here 

in association with Hubert McClain. 

McClain rates as one of the top 
news cameramen in the midwest. 





Wedding Rings, And Out 


Chicago, Feb. 23. ° 
Lorraine Santschi and Josephine 
Buckley, now at the Chez Paree, 
are quitting the business with the 
culmination of their present engage- 
ment, to get married. 
Josephine . Buckley, is marrying 
gdward yey .. Francisco 
) be sé rg A e Santschi 
itzpatrick, 
Francis in 
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Night Club Reviews 


SCHEHERAZADE 


(PARIS) 
Paris, Feb. 13. 
In the swanky, upper-reaches of 
the night clubs in this town, the 
Scheherazade still holds the lure it 
has always possessed for a distin- 
guished clientele who wish to pay 
the tops for champagne, dance and 


be entertained in an intimate, classy | 


little spot. 
Little known and 


after-dark amusement, this exclusive 
club grabs for the money boys who 
demand and usually get the best of 
entertainment. 

On the entertainment side, singers 
fill the bill, with dancers, outside of 
the customers, being given the cold 
shoulder. Hachem Khan, just back 
from America, tops and pleases with 
Russian, German and English offer- 
ings, but fails to put over the en- 
thusiasm expected with an American 
number. 

With him go six other singers who 
represent four nationalities and pre- 
sent as many more interests. Yo- 
landa, Italian, back after a month’s 
absence, has always been liked in 
this club with her songs, along with 
Raphael Medina, Spanish’ guitar 
player and singer who specializes in 
numbers from his native country. 

Then there is Anna Marly, young 


less frequented | 
by the greater raft of those seeking | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


fullest values. No big names (save 
when Davis is on the scene, as man- 
ager-star), but lots of variety, tempo 
and spice. 

Reed, m.c.’ing the proceedings 
smartly, tees off with the Barancos, 
Negro rhumba combo, with a bongo 
assistant on the twin drums (New 
Acts). Next, Haywood and Allen, 
| another dusky pair. This piangolistic 
combo marks its third or fourth re- 
turn to Leon & Eddie’s. Highlights 
are Allen’s wicked whipping of the 





unique style of song-selling. More 
or less all teeth, her molar display is 
an-effective portion of her personal- 
ity, and, after Allen gets through be- 
rat ng her for alleged sloth in song- 
salesmanship, she warms up. 
ture of her vocal rev is ‘This Is My 
Last Affair.’ which the team introed 
in ‘New Faces’ (legit revue) and 
which tune has since caught on. 
Follows the Royal Duo (New Acts), 
extraordinary cafe act. 
on the heels of the Olympic Trio’s 
click in the Rainbow Room last 
month, and, working in an even more 


compact space, this two-man combo | 


registers handily for nitery consump- 
tion. The cafe field is very carbon 
copy in many respects. 
tennis exhibitionists. 


book in table 


| The Barancos follow on the heels of 


Russian girl, who composes her own | 


numbers in three languages and ac- 


companies herself with a_ guitar; 
Lebedeva and Zaroudna, two Rus- | 
sian femme _ singers, and Jeanne 


Manet, who is French. 
under New Acts. 

For entertainment that is made up 
entirely of singing, the bill offered 
here is just about as diversified and 
interesting as can be found in this 
town and tops most in quality. A 
six-piece Roumanian . string’ band, 
batoned by Popesco, furnishes an- 
other example of diversification, pro- 


ducing the types of music needed for | 


the attending international clientele. 
Under present arrangement, show 
is broadcast every Thursday night 
over Poste Parisien, a hook-up few 
niteries here have. Hugo. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


With Eddie Davis, chief funster of 
L&E’s West 52 street madcappery, on 
vacation, Leon Enken has groomed a 


Mlle. Marly | 


other hotcha colored rhumba combos. 
Now it’s roller skaters. 

Lee Perrin (get it?) follows with a 
spicy strip-tease. 


| nique is deftly worked by Miss Per- 


rin, skillfully aided and abetted by 
Reed’s m.c.’ing for the peeling build- 
up. 
it certainly wouldn’t do to make it 
too rough—and withal she’s an ex- 
pert interlude. * 

Then come Lane, Tree and Ed- 
wards (New Acts), another new 
nitery combo, and the top-off is Isis 
Adrian (New Acts), alumna of the 
Hollywood restaurant, who evidences 
lyrical possibilities, if her lyricist 
mixes up her stuff a bit. 

Per usual, Willie Farmer's crack 
dance combo gives out those terp 
rhythms plus an alternating combo 
for the show and rhumbas. Daytime 
show has Dr. Arthur Marcus, magi- 
cian, counterpart of Dr. Sydney Ross, 
who dittoes at the Rainbow Room, 





with Jack Berger’s orchestra and 
fortnightly changes of variety acts. 


bright variety show to take up the| Leon, per usual, is not the least of it, 


slack paced, as ever, by the inde- 
fatigable Billy Reed. 
evidences anew to what 
vaudeville has gravitated 
niteiies or, rather, to what degree the 
prime salvation of the vaudevillian’s 
future is in the hoof-and-quaff joints. 

If not the niteries, of course, the 
big league variety acts have their 
innings on the air and in filmusicals. 

But certainly, for direct audience 
values, and a barometer on the im- 
mediate flesh-and-blood values. 
there’s nothing like a madhouse 
nitery to best gauge things both from 
the acts as well as the managerial 
viewpoint. 

This show, of course, is primed for 
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MAYRIS EDWARD 


UIA (0X 


“Artists of the Dance” 


Selected as the Officia! Dancers 
for the San Francisco 


‘1939 Golden Gate Exposition’! 
‘PLEASURE ISLAND’ 


Theme Prologue presented on 
Thursday, February 18, 1937, to 
members of Senior and Junior 
Chambers cof Commerce and ex- 
position officials! 

Now 80th Week, San Francisco’s 

Exclusive CLUB DEAUVILLE 











with his ever-watchful eye on the 


This layout | door to give the customers that per- 
_ extent) sonal touch. Claims he knows 75% 
into the | of the customers; looks like 90% is a 
evi- | 


more accurate approximation, 
dencing anew that the bonifacing 
racket depends chiefly on the proper 
glad-handing of the trade. 


New show plays well and looks in 
| for money, judging by the opening 
pace. Abel. 


PARADISE REST. 


(NEW YORK) 

New show at this Broadway 
perennial might well be called one 
of its best, except for one omission, 
lack of a talking comedy act. On 
| the other hand, few gab-acts or 
|actors have ever made much head- 
way in this large room, one of the 
rarities being Milton Berle, so per- 
haps this presentation’s dereliction 
is forgiveable. 

In production accoutrements, 
girls, dancing, singing by Irene 
Beasley and comedy by Barto and 
Mann, this Georgie Hale effort rates 
as a topnotch staging and booking 
job. There’s nothing by way of 
strong b.o. in the talent lineup, but 
they’ve all got something to hold 
the customers once they're seated. 
Added to the entertainment end for 
| yokel-stimulators are the ponies and 
showgirls, 








good-looking, and showing plenty 
in several fine routines. One of the 
| highlights of the show, in fact. is 


that ensemble takeoff on comic strip 
characters. 





j}and rather long as a result, but 
|never lagging. That’s to the credit 
|of Hale’s expert pacing. 
two dance teams, both completely 
| different. First, Richard and Car- 
|son (New Acts), novelty hoofers; 
|second, Florence and Alvarez, ex- 
| pert ballroomers. Two singers in 
| the show also differ, but 
| Johnny Russell handles the show 
|songs, and very well, while Irene 
| Beasley, with a male piano accom- 
| paniment, socks in her own manner. 
|!This femme torcher, whose buildup 
started in radio about seven years 





ivories and (Miss) Billie Hayward’s | 
Fea- | 


They come | 


Let table | 
| tennisters click, and the other spots | 
| 


The Minsky tech- | 


She looks well. works suavely— | 


plenty of them, plenty | 


Show is heavily laden with talent | 


There are | 


in genre. | 








BILLY and BEVERLY BEMIS 


“Youthful Sophisticates of the Dance”’ 
NOW 
DETROIT ATHLETIC CLUB 
ALSO APPEARING AT FOX, DETROIT 


Exclusive, Management: WM. MORRIS OFFICE 











Nitery Placements 





Andy Iona and his Hawaiians 
'move into New Yorker hotel Feb. 
|25, replacing Arthur Ravel's band. 
|Peppino and Beatrice, terpers, suc- 
ceed Wilkins and Walters, who move 
| to the Congress hotel, Chicago, same 
| week. Leon Belasco’s crew take the 
|baton from Abe Lyman’s' band 
| March 4 at same spot. 

| Jack Denny band returns. to 
French Casino, N. Y., March 1. Cur- 
doing shorts for Warner 


| rently 


Bros. 
June Lorraine, mimic, joins Ray 
Noble’s band for vaude dates at 


Loew’s, Montreal, and Shea’s, 
Toronto. 

Chick Endor and Charles Farrell 
bow at the Hollywood Country 
Club, Hollywood, Fla., tomorrow | 


(Thursday ). 
Jerry Lee, baritone, joined Joseph 
| Zatour’s band at the Shelton hotel, 
N. Y. 
Dorothy Jeffers added to show at 
the Park Central hotel, N. Y. 
George Snowhill. vocalist, has re- 
turned to Ray O’Hara’s band at the 
| Governor Clinton hotel. N. Y. 
Marion Morgan held over at 
Harry’s New York Bar, Chicago. 
June St. Clair renvlacing Faith 
Bacon at Colisimo’s, Chicago, March 
| 19. 
Mario 
Fields into 
March 7. 
Charlie 


Bravgiotti follows 
the Normandie, Boston, 


Agnew’s band 


week. 
Casino as 


risien, Chicago, this 
Breese stays on at 
show band. 

| Barney Rapp opens at Chase hotel, 
St. Louis, March 9, for four weeks. 


A. B. MARCUS SHOW'S 


the 





| AUSTRALIAN TOUR 





Sydney, Feb. 23. 


local indie film 
Fullers, have com- 


Snider- Dean, 
chain, and the 


bined to import the A. B. Marcus | 


unit for a tour of New Zealand and 
Australia. 

Will go on from here to Japan and 
then China. 





ago, has plenty to offer 
of song salesmanship. 

Comedy punch of the show goes to 
Barto and Mann and they take it 
in stride. Vet vaude male team 
loses some of its illusion on a nitery 
floor, difference in height between 
the two boys being less exaggerated 
up close, but not enough to really 
hurt them. Their knockabout biz, 
in fact, anpears better suited for the 
niteries than it ever did for vaude. 
For one thing, some of the little 
girl bits. which perhaps were a bit 
rough for family audiences, are 
legitimate howls for the _ sophisti- 
cates or would-be sophs who make 
places like the Paradise. It’s not 
improbable, in fact, that Barto and 
Mann will find a better living in 
| niteries than they ever did in vaude, 
| where they always worked steadily. 

Show’s box-office novelty is a 99% 
nude dance by Janice Andre, wind- 
ing uv in a Lady Godiva nose on a 
live horse running a treadmill up- 
stage. Her dance isn’t much, and 
| it’s all done behind a scrim, but the 
nudity is a publicity angle that 
usually works in favor of a_ spot 
which attracts so many hinterland- 
ers as this one does. 

Costuming is smart, never at- 
tempting to show evervthing and 
always in good taste. It differs from 
shows here in the past in that the 
firls are never actually stripped. 
| thouch some of the braz-nnd-panties 
effects sive a pretty good idea. 

Jav Freeman’s orchestra continues 





in the way 





| 


| 
| 
| 











}on the musical end. both for the 
|show and_ customer-hoofing. and 
turns in a forte job. Scho. 





MAISONETTE. RUSSE 


(ST. REGIS, N. Y.) 


Now that the competitive Maison- 
ette Russe (nee House of Morgan) 
has gone Merry-Go-Round, under 
Nick Bates’ direction, the Hotel St. 
| Regis’ Maisonette has the field to 
itself again. And it remains, with 
the Russian Eagle in the Sherry- 
Netherland, the two classiest vodka 
environments in town. 





Akin to the original Parisian | 
Maisonette Russe, -where_ interna- 
| tional divertissement obtained, a 


| ing away tas tokay, the blinis to 


the new motif. Later, it is prom- 
| ised, it will shift to Arabian, thence 
to Spanish, etc. In all, a good and 
showmanly idea of switching things 
about to relieve the straight Rus- 
sian background. 


: . , | 
It’s another wrinkle in the show- | 


manship which has distinguished 
this Vincent Astor property ever 
since his ex-brother-in-law, Prince 
Obolensky became director of enter- 
tainment and general manager of 
that pvhase of it. 

With the Maisonette now gone 
Magyar, Charles Nary, formerly of 
the Royal Opera in the Hungarian 
capital, sings native songs. 
| Codolban, Roumanian gypsy, 

maestros, manifesting excellent 
| Showmanship and versatility as he 
switches from. straight American 
(Continued on page 58) 


Shep | 


succeeded 
Jimmy Garrett’s at the Casino Pa- | 
Lou | 


new policy now sees the vodka giv- | 


paprikash, for ‘Budapest Soirees’ is | 


Cornelius | 
again | 


-_——s 


Unit Reviews 





BOB CROSBY ORCH 


(HIPP, BALTIMORE) 
Baltimore, Feb. 19. 


Rockwell-O’Keefe is presenting 
| Bob Crosby and his orch as a com- 
| plete vaude unit. Working in a 
‘house set and carrying a workman- 
like combination of four sax, four 
brass, four rhythm and a_ fiddle, 
Crosby has aiding him, Kay Weber, 
| capable songstress, Paul Wences, 
| Continental juggling ventriloquist, 
'and Dimitri, Karel and Andre, com- 
| edy triple adagio turn. Viewed here 
opening show, setup makes for 47 
minutes of fair entertainment. 

It’s a good name, Crosby, and an- 
| nunciator flash gets a nice reception. 
Granted, Crosby has built up some 





rep for himself over the air waves, | 


nevertheless in a song bit with Miss 
| Weber her answer to his query of 
|*‘Why did you marry me?’ ‘I wanted 
ito meet Bing,’ brings a sizable hand. 
| Likewise his announcement of ‘Pen- 
lnies from Heaven.’ However, it 
| must be said in all fairness, he gives 
the customers a good run for their 
| money and his appearance on a bill 
| should prove satisfying. 

Opening with a swingy arrange- 
iment of ‘I’m the Fellow Who Leads 
|the Band’ he changes pace im- 
mediately with Kay Weber doing an 
interesting version of ‘Stormy 
| Weather.’ A little old but 
|done it goes over well. Piano solo 
|next by Bobbie Zirkie of the band, 
| ‘Hobson St. Blues’ announced as his 
own composition, -and nimbly 
formed. 

Show gets a decided lift here with 
Dimitri, Karel and Andre doing a 
| comedy trio adagio and off to a swell 
hand. Bob gives out next with a flip 
rewrite of ‘Plenty of Money and You’ 
|ably assisted in the vocalizing by 
Nappy Lamare, guitar player. Kay 


Love’ to good returns. 

Band boys take over here, Ray 
Baudauc, drummer, coming through 
with a snakehips announced as 2 
new dance from New Orleans, the 
Dixieland Shuffle, and Eddie Berg- 
i'man, known locally and announced 
that way doing some gypsy airs on 
| the fiddle. The inevitable ‘Pennies’ 
| follows, nicely done by the maestro. 


i Swell spot for Paul Wences, jug- 
| gling ventriloquist who uses his paw 
|for the head of a dummy in a most 
| amusing and skillful manner. 
| talk and funnier than the usual stuff 
| because of Wences brogue. Finishes 
| with some okay plate juggling with 
|comedy comment from the dummy 
jlying on the table. Has to beg off. 
A first rate act. 

‘Pagan Love Song’ with all the sec- 
| tions of the band doing their stuff 
| brings matters to a snappy close and 
|some well-earned curtains. 

Crosby is still a bit hesitant on the 
}announcements and displays a bit 
|of nervousness and uncertainty, but 
generally his personality okay in a 
shy and rather likable way. Good 
tone and reading by band, but solo 





| work going into and coming out of 
| their individual contributions. 
Burm, 


Add: Variety Street 


Variety bar and grill will be the 
newest midtown spot of the kind. It 
is opposite Variety's office on W. 
46th street, N. Y. There is also a 
Variety barber shop on Variety 
street. About $10,000 will be spent 
in fixing up the place, which has 
| been a cafeteria under numerous 
| names and managements. 

Spot was most recently called the 
Vendome and for a time it attempted 
| to operate as a night club during the 














evening, with the serve yourself 
policy in daytime. 
Iris Adrian heads new show at 


|Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. Lane. Tree 
|}and Edwards, Billy Reed, dancer: 
| Haywood and Allen and Lee Perrin. 


nicely | 


per- | 


Weber, on again does ‘Goodnight My | 


Good | 


members ought to be given a little | 


International Fantasies 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 21. 


Novelty marks this unit, which 
features Louie Chinese Revue, group 
of talented Orientals, thoroughly 
Americanized and brought up ap- 
parently in the old vaude schoo!. 
Unit belongs to Carl R. Molliston. 





juggler, who has been featured in 
|Robert Ripley cartoons as ‘the 
{Human Billiard Table.’ Molliston 


j}acts as emcee of show and is as- 
sisted at the starter by personable 
Yit Moy, who introduces her talented 
family. 

Gamm and May Sen, brother and 
sister, step out for a fast tap routine 
| for a good hand and are followed by 
Gamm Gee, Toy Foung and Yit May. 
| who do a ‘College Rhythm’ number 

to that tune. Kids, who warble a la 
Boswell sisters, should use mike as 
| their voices are weak. Dancing 
| made up for lack of vocal talent. 

| Molliston follows with his juggling 
act and plenty good, too. He mixes 
| patter with a fine exhibition and gets 
'a hand. 

Rody Jordan and Jean, in a 
blackface skit, add a bit to the in- 
| ternational flavor, Jordan, formeriy 
|with Al G. Fields minstrels, plays 


'an enormous sax and does a tele- 
|phone monolog that’s a wow. 
| Bubbles, chunky little Chinese, 
follows with an impersonation of 
|Sophie Tucker—not half bad, but 
| weak-voiced. 

Gamm Gee and Toy Foung are 
;then back for a Chinese Rhythm 
dance number, in which they are 


joined by Baby Neree, 7-year-old 
moppet with a couple of teeth miss- 


|ing. The youngster never missed a 
|step and hoofed right along with 


| her elder sisters, taking the bow for 
| the act. 


Molliston then introduced Tim 
| Shean, pianist and composer, who 
|directs the 14-piece band, seven 


| house tooters and rest, including Nell 
| Marie Molliston, banjoist, with the 
junit. Shean plays a rather boister- 
lous ‘St. Louis Blues,’ finally ma- 
|neuvering himself with his back to 
| the keyboard for a few bars, which 
| brought down the house. 
| Shean took over as m.c. at that 
| point and Yit May came back for a 
|creditable acro dance, considering 
the amount of clothing the gal wears 
for her number. 
| Ezra Whittaker, who is really 
| Molliston, in Civil War veteran get- 
|up and made up so well as an old- 
|timer that he even had the house’s 
| standby tooters fooled, cracks some 
| jokes with Shean and is then joined 
| by Nell Marie, now in hillbilly gal 
| garb, and they crossfire and go into 
ian old-time ballad, winding up with 
a nimble knockout dance number, 
i that scored. 
| A Chinese song by all the mem- 
| bers of the Louie family, leads into 
| the finale with whole company com- 
ing on and Baby Neree doing flip- 
| flops as the curtains close. 

Unit, which is clocked in 45 min- 
| utes, has diversity and pleased Cap’s 
patrons. It moves fast as it is, but 
its tempo could be speeded by elimi- 
nating some of the announcements. 

Pic is ‘Without Orders’ (RKO) and 
after first show broke Sunday house 
was full and at least 500 were wait- 
ing for seats. ; 
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| 
| Saves time, travelling cost 
| and wardrobe expense. 
| Eliminates delayed or mis- 
| directed baggage. Comfort- 
| able in any weather. Inner- 
spring beds— bath—cook- 
ing facilities—plenty of 
cupboard and storage space for wardrobe 
and props, Accommodates 2 to 5 people. 
| There’s an Autocruiser for any act. 
| BRANCH SHOWROOM 
B'way & 61 St., N. Y.C. 


| 
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PAUL ASH AND 


VINCENT TRAVERS 
Dance ORCHESTRAS — 
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2 SHOWS NIGHTLY 
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FIRST NEW YORK THEATRE APPEARANCE 


| BURTON PIERCE 


“INTERPRETATIONS IN TEMPO” 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Last Week (Feb. 17) and This Week (Feb. 24) 


Just Concluded 10 Consecutive Weeks at the Hotel Biltmore, New York 















Equipped 
and reedy 







a 
AUTOCRUISER 


; COMPANY OF AMERICA INC. 
_ burley stripper, complete lineup. 4410 YORK ROAD TIMORE, MD. 
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ACTS 





JACK SHERR ORCHESTRA (6) 
Versatile Band 
St. Moritz Hotel, N. Y. 


Jack Sherr evidences his Meyer 
Davis-Joe Moss training in dansa- 
pation. He heads a smooth, sprightly 
sextet who dispense not only un- 
deniable terp music, but also augment 
their efforts with versatile inter- 
ludes. But primarily they give out 
good dance music and hark back to 
the speakeasy era when the nicer 
oases had such quintets and sextets 
who did everything but mix the 
drinks for the quaffers. Now, in the 


new Restaurant de la Paix room of | 


the Hotel St. Moritz, they inspire to 
the hoof (although the hoofers now 
aren’t as sluggish as they used to be 
under the influence of the dubious 
dynamite that used to pass_ for 
likker) and also cut up constantly. 

It’s a type of band which proves 
anew that. the small rooms can well 
afford combinations of this calibre 
without going broke with name set- 
ups. Latter are okay for the big 
grills in the bigger hotels. 

Besides, Sherr’s very versatile per- 
formance as director-accordionist- 
pianist-saxophonist-flutist-piccoloist- 
clarinetist, etc., the others in the 
team are okay too. Ralph Napoli, 
alumnus of Aaronson’s Commanders 
and other combos, plays guitar and 
vocalizes as suavely as ever. George 
Flores, drummer-singer, is another 
good mike warbler. Norman Small, 
bass. doubles into novelty songs. Sid 
Prussin. sax and bass clarinet, also 
on novelty songs. Sam Mineo, pianist. 
Sherr, accordion, directs mostly, but 
plays a mean piano also and does 
hybrid reed work such as tooting a 


flute and a sax simultaneously. It’s 
good and showmanly nonsense. 
No radio wire at the St. Moritz, 


but Sherr should click on the word- 
of-mouth. Band is a cinch for any 
dance job. and also holds enough for 
a vaudeville routine, if occasion to 
double arises. Abel. 


MARION and ERMA 
Control Acrobatics 
5 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 
Foreign twosome just over. Girls 
are half-way between acrobats and 


‘contortionists; more perhaps of latter 


than former. Either way, they’re 
near tops for what they do. Their 
angles of balance are of a character 
calculated to draw gasps. Even in 
this big house, the exclamations 
were audible. In smaller arcades 
they will be even more effective. A 
cinch for a cafe. 

One-legged balance on_ under- 
stander’s head, with top mounter 
into an overhead standing split heel- 
to-forehead is a sample of what 
they accomplish. Stomach leverage 
while floor gal does the impossible 


and the upstairs member the in- 
credible spells sure-fire applause 
Land. 


response. 


ANNA MARLY 
Singing 
12 Mins. 
Scheherazade, Paris. 
Anna Marly, singing her own com- 
positions to the self-accompaniment 


of a guitar, is an absolute newcomer | 


in the night life entertainment of this 
town. But, from the showing this 
19-year-old composer and singer has 
made here, she should do well prac- 
tically the world over, in any of the 
higher class, intimate nighteries. 
Miss Marly’s songs run the gamut 
from the sad and more somber num- 
bers in her native Russian through 
French numbers, and on to more 
lively American ones. All three lan- 
guages oke. ; 
Although not strong, her voice pos- 
sesses sufficient character to inject 


a great deal of feeling, while her per- | 


sonality switches from sad to gay in 
just as long as it takes to finish one 
number and commence the next. 

An enlarged, more versatile reper- 
toire would be necessary if she 
stepped out of Paris, but that should 
be easy for her. Hugo. 


DIANA WARD 
Songs 

& Mins. 

LaRue, N. Y. 


Diana Ward is a polite songstress 
for the class rooms. She came back 
from London and the Riviera with 
a mild Continental rep for her U. S. 


return last fall into the Rainbow 
Room. Since then she’s been at 
Zelli’s, and now at the Restaurant 
LaRue (Park avenue) she_ seems | 


surer of herself. 


Her style isn’t socko nor her per- | 


sonality punchy, but she’s suave, 
svelte and smooth in her songalogs 
and that gets her over. She's a thin 
girl, nicely shaped; more 


did a Merman role in a London mus- 
ical, in fact), hence her scope, in 
the nite spots, is perforce limited 
to the nicer environments. She opens 
with ‘Begin the Beguine,’ then ‘I 
Love You, Beaucoup,’ an Anglo- 
Frenchy ditty, next ‘Sorrento.’ thence 
‘Riding High’ (from ‘Red. Hot and 
Blue’) and encoring with ‘Good 
Night, My Love.’ Latter might have 
been skipped. What she does she 
does smartly, but something really 
different in song material would help 
even more. In her favor, also, is 
that she works sans mike. Abel. 


musical | 
comedy than nitery in calibre (she | 


JESSE OWENS’ ORCHESTRA (15) 
Savoy Ballroom, N. Y. 


The champ sprinter doesn’t im- 
| press before a band as he does on 
the cinder track. Personally man- 
aged by Marty Forkins, he’s front- 
ing a pick-up musical aggregation 
booked by Consolidated Radio Art- 
ists. Going out on one-nite tour, orc 
should get some coin through Owens’ 
name in colored localities, but biz 
greeting his debut at the Savoy, in 
New York’s Harlem, wasn’t too good. 
Though possessing no small popu- 
larity, Owens did lose some prestige 
among the colored by openly cham- 
pioning Landon in the ’36 presiden- 
tial campaign. 





The ore is fair enough. Needs a 
snanpy femme warbler. Trio from 
brass section plait their pipes on 
some vocals. Though billed and 
promised as a sax player, Owens 
didn’t handle a horn when caught. 


Spent half his time methodically and 
stiffly brandishing a baton in unre- 
lieved series of down-beat strokes, 
and other half squiggling autographs. 
| Track star could try to appear more 
| like he is really directing his mu- 
sikers Bert. 


IRIS ADRIAN 
| Songs 
6 Mins. 
| Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Iris Adrian is a Hollywood 
restaurant chorine, later doing stand- 
out bits, and eventually doubling 
| with Jack Waldron, m.c., now in his 





|third year at the Joe Moss spot, in | 


|the boy-girl routines. From that, 


Miss Adrian wisely has developed on | 


j}her own. 


four special songs. 

Miss Adrian is an attractive look- 
ing redhead (billed here, for some 
reason, as ‘California’s song lyricist’), 
who opens with a Bowery number 
and thence into 
more or less of like genera. That she 
makes the same lyric burden sound 
interesting, despite the repetition, is 
perhaps the more to her credit, for 
they’re all in the same vein. 

However, this is a captiousness 
that depends chiefly on her author, 
for Miss Adrian should gather mo- 
mentum with experience. And cer- 
tainly’ for a floor ~show’ chorus 
alumna she’s doing a highly credit- 
able job. Abel. 





ROYAL DUO (2) 
Roller Skaters 
4 Mins. 
| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 
| Two-man combo work on a four- 
|by-four mat of pliable wood ma- 
|terial. It rolls up like a rug, but the 
|minimization of space _ certainly 
| doesn’t handicap their stuff. Look- 
|ing well in white tails, the team 
whirls and whizzes through an ar- 
resting routine, the feature of which 
is a tennis racket contortive stunt. 
Stripped of its gut, the light of the 
team, while in an angle-hold around 
the anchor man’s neck, squirms 
through the tennis racket. Calls for 
much muscular control, plus speed, 
precision and not a little daring. 
Close-up in a nitery it’s a type of 
act that looks even better on a cafe 
| floor. They zowied here. Abel. 


| 

| ILLIS DEON 

| Songs 

|5 Mins. 

| Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 


Illis Deon is a chanteuse who could 
| well carry out the Continental illu- 
|sion if properly pacing her stuff. 
She opens here with a pop, then a 
magyar air, and thence ‘Serenade in 
the Night’ in French. 

She's a wholesome type songstress, 





in the politer atmospheres. Abel. 


MIACO 

Magic 

4 Mins. 

Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 

Miaco is another sleight-of-handist 
who well fits the nitery scene with 
his legerdermain. It runs the gamut 
from ’kerchiefs to cigarets, to paim- 
ing of red and white balls. Also in- 
cludes a disappearing rabbit trick. 

He works fast, deftly, and despite 
the close-up intimacy on a cafe floor 
he is amazingly fast and detection- 
proof. A femme aide (looks like his 
sister) foils briefly for him. 

Miaco works in dapper white tie 
land tails. dresses the scene suavely 





land performs very effectively. A 
cinch for any hotel or cafe floor. 
Abel. 

RICHARD and CARSON 
Dancing 
8 Mins. 
Paradise Rest., N. Y. 

This is a new mixed dancing 


combo and okay. Boy and girl in- 
dulge in novelty. buck-'n’-wingin’ 
that shows slight ballroom influence 
and is wholly apart from the aver- 
age mixed straight dancing teams 
around. 
Their tap 
great extent 


is to a 
lines. 


work, in fact, 
along acrobatic 
which 
two 


routine, is also the strongest 


of their 


this show. 

Clean-cut appearance of the team 
is also to their advantage, especially 
on the nitery circuit. 





Scho, 


Dave Oppenheim, author ceiver. who will act as trustee. Gross 
| of much of the Hollywood restaurant | liabilities are $18,000 
|revue material, outfitted her with | aa paneecinayy Peri ery 


three other pops, | 


working with mike, and fits in nicely | 


| 
| 
| 





jing on the bongos 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Melitta Brunner, professional fig- 
ure skater, James A. Creelman, 
Harry Keller, Bill Morris, Jr., Mrs. 
Wm. (‘Mother’) Morris, Aunt Ella, 
were all gazers at the Ice Carnival 
here, a three-day session that only 
held action for one day, when Old- 





Sol came out and ruined everything. | 


Carnival called off after first day on 
account of heat and no ice. 
Tommy Vicks, in Boston for two 


months, back here resuming the | 
ozoning. | 
Feb. 16 marked Benway’s 10th 


Anni in Saranac. 
Among the many doing well after 


the Rib are, Chris Hagedorn, Manny 
Lowy, Ford Raymond, Doris 
Schrage, Joe Parker, Tommy Ab- 


bott, Frank Newcome. 
Frank C. Gaylords here 
month: ditto for Lester Gilchrist and 
family. 
Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are sick. 


for a 


TEDDY JOYCE’S BKPTCY. 


$18,000 Debts Hinges on Flop London 
Nitery Venture 


London, Feb. 15. 


Bankruptcy proceedings brought 
against Edmund John Cuthbertson, 
U. S. band leacer and m.c., profes- 
sionally Teddy Joyce, resulted in an 
order of adjudication, and the matter 
was turned over to the official re- 


Joyce stated he was approached 18 
months ago to open the Continental 
Club, just before Christmas, 1935. 
According to Joyce’s statement, he | 
advanced between $20,000 and $30,000 
to the club. Alleging his ex-partner | 
in the cafe was deported to Belgium | 
about six months ago, Joyce an- 
nounced to the press he intended to 


pay in full as rapidly as he could | 


earn the money. 





EDWARDS, 
Comedy 
5 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y 

This is a combo of several differ- 
ent vaudeville combinations which, 
like many another vaude act, has 
gravitated into the niteries. Work- 
ing along the Mells-Kirk-Howard 
and Ritz Bros. routines, without in 
any wise infringing on either, their | 


LANE AND TREE 


knockabout come’ is fortified by 
some special lyric g iterial. Some of 
it strong; some of it n.s.g. They are 


trying to find a happy medium, and 
they should achieve that eventually. 

They open with a ‘Talent’ number; 
thence a ‘midget auto’ doggerel, the 
comedy feature of which is some 
Bronx-cheering into the mike, then 
another special about ‘great lovers.’ 

It’s a rowdy threesome, which, as 
they work along, will catch on one 
day. At present it’s still rather hit 
’n’ miss, but certainly never boring. 

Abel. 


THE BARANCOS (3) 
Rhumba 

2 Mins. 

Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y. 


The Barancos are a Negro rhumba 
combo with a male assistant bang- 
(native Cuban 
twin-drumheads). Act is patterned 
after Rene and Estela, who came to 
attention at the Club Yumuri. 

They do a fast whirling Cuban 


| vice would displace the regular 


| Save 


| Palace 


| of 


| Cantor 


|; own. 





| tempo, interspersed with the girl’s 
muscular calisthentics, a la Kaloah, | 
the amazing colored terper at the | 
Cotton Club, who can make her | 
tummy muscles weave into weird | 
ripples. Miss Baranco, combining | 





this with the maracas movements, | 
shapes up as a fast opening course. 
Team teed off here, and strongly. 

Abel. 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
After three years @®f wide open 


columns to all types of nitery and 
tavern news and advertising, local 


| newspapers are beginning to tighten 


| fect regarding space in 
| foi 


| Much 


up considerably, with new strict 
rules and regulations going into ef- 
the sheets 
the nocturne joints. 

This tightening follows a heap of 
adverse publicity the taverns have 
been getting around the midwest. 
news has been breaking in 


which taverns figured 


This especially goes for their hurdle as contributing to the delinquency of 
Stn” eacialial + | minors and young girls. 


numbers delivered in | 


Newspapers, when repeal came in, 
opened their columns wide and per- 
mitted every sort of hideaway joint 
to blast with overly hot ad copy. 


unpleasantly | aden 
I : ~.| news copy from the beginning. 


| 


. “lee > 2 P 
joints plenty of free editorial space. | 


5 Employment Agcy. Bills Up Before 








N.Y. Assembly Exempt 107.rs, Bookers 








- 
@ 15 YEARS AGO ©. 
| (From Varirty and Clipper) 





Kansas City Star stassed a radio 


a lot of people wondered if the de- | 


or- 
chestras. 


1 
Pix in a bad way. Bank 
were tight and indies couldn't 
talk to the monied men. 


loan 
even 


Announced that with the induction 
of Will Hays a system of 
distribution would be set up. All 
exchanges would abolished and 
film distribution handled by Amer- 
ican Railway Express. 
$50,000,000 a_ year. Bright 
dream, not worked to a tryout, 


new film 


be 


Dolly sisters topping the N. Y. 
bill and hurt by too much 
dancing before they came along. Bill 
was weak, but the Dollys sold out 
the house opening mat and night. 


Shubert put a cut-down version 

‘The Rounders’ into the N. Y. 
Winter Garden. Had starred Eddie 
on the road and Cantor 
claimed a lot of the material as his 
Some was cut in deference to 
his wishes. Sam Hearn was in the 
same show and his fiddle counted for 
more than his stories. 

Mildred Harris, recently divorced 
from Charles Chaplin, took a dip in 


| vaude, displaying rather limited tal- 


ent. She got better later. 


Club Royal was getting attention 
because its Saturday night couvert 
was $3, tops for B’way. No floor 
show, merely a dance band, but it 
wanted to be exclusive. Evening 
clothes required, too. 


Pool in Famous Players stock was 
giving plenty of people headaches. 
Sticking around 81. 


Garry, a Times Sq. bootblack, was | 


offered a job in ‘To the Ladies.’ 
Asked $250 a week, but compromised 
at $25. Just for local color. 


Chicago song pluggers told not to 
pay money to acts for using their 
songs. In one instance compromised 
by donating a bottle of scotch for 
each song used by one singer. 


Reformers were trying to revoke 
the license of the Eltinge theatre, 
N. Y., because of the A! Woods play, 
‘Demi Virgin.” Woods took the mat- 
ter to court and obtained a decision 
restraining the Commissioner of Li- 
censes from such action. 


Out in Chicago Edna Wallace 
Hopper was splitting her time be- 
tween a vaude date and a dept. store. 
Put in two hours a day telling the 
women how she got slim and youth- 
ful. 


Figured the last six months of ’21 
showed a $60,000,000 drop in theatre 
receipts. Figures taken from the tax 


| returns, so reasonably correct. 


Chi Dailies Tighten Up on Nitery Ad 
And News Copy; Aimed at the Joints 


And in addition, gave these same 

Daily Times has 
new setup, which 
supervision of tavern and 
copy, and which will ban from 
paper entirely a good many of the 
side-street cellars. This ban takes 


put 
calls 


through a 
for 


| in not only editorial space, but also 


advertising. Daily 
tightening its rules 
along same lines. 


News is also 
considerably 
Chicago Tribune 


, has had a strict setup on the nite 








club and amusement advertising and 


Only the two Hearst papers re- 
main on the old-time basis, but it’s 
understood that the ..Herald-Ex- 


aminer and the evening American | 


are looking over the situation 
may follow the parade. 


and 


| 
| Albany, Feb. 23. 
| 


Theatrical agencies and bookers 
are specifically exempted in each of 
five bilis béfure the legislature seek- 
ing to amend the state labor law to 


| provide for licensing of employment 
concert at the Ashland theatre, and | 


| Senator John J 


| Committee 


Figured to | 


agencies. 

Assemblyman Salvatore Farenga, 
|; of New York, is author of two of 
| the measures now in the Ways and 
| Means Committee; Harold C. Oster- 
tag, of Ithaca, is sponsoring two like 
bills which have been referred to 
the Assembly Committee on Labor 
and Industries, while the fifth is by 
Howard, of Brook- 
The latter is before the Senate 
Finance. 

The provision exempting theatrical 
agencies in each bill reads: 

‘This article shall not apply to a 
theatrical employment agency or to 
a theatrical or radio broadcasting 


lyn. 
on 


| booking office engaged in booking or 


| contracting for 


} personal 


acts, artists 
for vaudeville perform- 
concerts, orchestra engage- 
private entertainments, cir- 
cus, fairs, radio broadcasting or mo- 
tion picture presentations, nor to the 
representatives, agents or 
managers of such acts, artists or at- 
tractions. 

The Ostertag bills are most specific 
in interpreting the term ‘theatrical 
employment agency,’ saying: 

‘The term ‘theatrical employment 
agency’ means and _ includes the 
business of conducting an agency, 
bureau, office or any place for the 
purpe.> of procuring or offering, 
promi..ng or attempting to provide 
engagements for circus, vaudeville, 
theatrical and other entertainments 
or exhibitions or performances, or 
of giving information as to where 
such engagements may be procured 
or provided, whether such business 
is conducted in a building, on the 
street or elsewhere; and such term 
shall also include and apply to any 
person who sells, produces, supplies, 


or al- 
tractions 
ances, 
ments, 





strict | 
nitery | 
the | 


presents or furnishes entertainment 
other than his own personal services 
at any function, benquet or similar 
affair .or hire or pay, or any person 
in the business of managing enter- 
tainments, exhibitions, or perform- 
ances, or the artists or performers 
or attractions constituting the same; 
and shall fuvther include an artist's 
or performer's representative or 
manager, Or any person who shall 
in any way represent such artist or 
performer in any negotiations for 
such person’s engagements, appear- 
ances, exhibitions and services in 
any branch of the theatrical, amuse- 
ment, motion picture, radio, operatic 
or concert fields, including televi- 
sion and recordings, and represent- 
ing any such person in any and all 
matters involving such professional 
engagements. 

‘The term ‘theatrical engagement’ 
means and includes any engagement 
or employment of a person as an 
actor, performer or entertainer in a 


circus, vaudeville, theatrical and 
other entertainment, exhibition or 
performance. 


‘The term ‘emergency engagement’ 
means and includes an engagement 
which has to be performed within 
twenty-four hours from the time 
when the contract for such engage- 
ment is made. 

‘The term ‘fee’ means and includes 
any money or other valuable con- 
sideration exacted, charged, paid or 
promised to be paid for services 
rendered or to be rendered by any 
person conducting an employment 
agency of any kind under the pro- 
visions of this article. Such term 
includes any excess of money re- 
ceived by any such person over what 
has been paid out by him for the 
transportation, transfer of baggage, 
or board and lodging for any appli- 
cant for employment; such term also 
includes the difference between the 
amount of money received by any 
i|such person who furnishes em- 
ployees, performers or entertainers 
| for circus, vaudeville, theatrical and 
other entertainments, exhibitions or 
periormances, and the amount paid 
by him to the said employees, per- 
formers or entertainers whom he 
hires or provides for such enter- 
| tainments, exhibitions or performs 
| ances.’ 





~ John ‘McCormick As Is 


| Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

| John McCormick remains with the 
| Lyons, McCormick & Lyons agency. 
| He was to have gone out on his 
own but a new deal wus worked 
out and the firm remains as is. 
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(Continued from page 56) on menu. Ben Silverman me ae ee _—- SS om Btn William Morris office booked four 
dansapation to the czardas and {| festivities, followed by Ruth Terry, Gold are again in charge of dining acts out of.the five going into the 


Danubian waltzes. 

_ The reason for the new switch 
is because of the globe-trotters, who 
patronize the St. Regis, having come 
back with reports of Budapest’s cur- 
ert gaiety, as the brightest spot on 
the Continent, out-Parising the 
French capital. 

Codolban has Sarcoczy, a corking 
cymbalom soloist, with character- 
istic magyar moustachios, in his or- 
chestral personnel. Mile. Capell 
does Magyar terps. Yascha Naza- 
renko, one of Obelensky’s cronies, is 
conferencier. 

The menu remains basically Rus- 
sian, but with enough switch to the 
Hungarian motif. A special itun- 
garian wine card is also an appro- 
priate feature. 

B. S. Bercovici, advertising and 
publicity director of the St. Regis, 
has inaugurated an idea of gay 
bunting and streamers to adorn the 
vintages, as they’re served, and .an- 
other in the form of a decoration 
for the wrists of the femme patrons. 
With result that they leave the 
Maisonette and wander on too the 
Moroccos, Storks and kindred spots, 
these streamers serve as a constant 
walking ad for the Maisonette’s 
Budapesth Galas, at least for this 
particular night. 

The St. Regis’ main floor room, 
the formal Iridium, has a new show 
with Medrano and Donna and Paul 
Gerrits succeeding Jack Powell. 
Emii Coleman's orchestra — 

el. 


ROYAL PALM CLUB 


(MIAMI BEACH) 
Miami Beach, Feb. 21. 


This spot continues as the town’s 
No. 1 nitery, continuing the same 
policy of offering name stars for the 
amusement of visiting gentry. With 
gambling wide open under the legal 
slot licensing law, capacity biz is 
being done nightly. Sat. (20) it was 
mecessary to close the doors with 
everything sold, including s.r.o. It’s 
the biggest hit here in many years. 

Harry Richman gets top billing 
in the current revue and well he 
should. His performance is far su- 
perior to anything else in the show. 
A rather weak prod. number starts 








OLIVE 


ANDREE 


and 


AL 
SAMUELS 
‘Well Intended Buffoonery 


Feb. 16th to 18th 
Corso Theatre 
Zurich, Switzerland 
Permanent Foreign Mailing Address 
American-Express, Paris, France 


a young songstress with a good voice 
but badly in need of new songs. She 
has been doing the same numbers 
here all season, being at Jack Demp- 
sey’s prior to opening here. Gomez 
and Winona are a better-than-aver- 
age dance duo whose routines are 
smoothly executed and somewhat 
different. The Yacht Club Boys 
sing and kibitz in a rowdy, slightly 
smutty manner that isn’t particularly 
clever. 

The big bang in the revue is Rich- 
man. He works with the same verve 
and enthusiiasm that have made him 
America’s top nitery personality. He 
never lets the customer down. For a 
hot finale the girls and Richman do 
a number to ‘I Love a Parade.’ 
Charlie Dornberger and his music 
are a better dance band than they 
are a show band. Thom. 


MAYFAIR CASINO 





(CLEVELAND) 
Harry Propper’s second stage re- 
vue since his return to Mayfair 


Casino as manager tops his first one 
by a mile for slick professionalism 
and novelties. Both qualties can be 
traced directly to neat efforts of 
Valentine Vox and Emily Walters, 
veteran ventriloquists, who jumned 
from vaude bill at RKO Palace into 
nitery tour starting at Mayfair this 
week. 

Team has been doing their double- 
voice stuff for about 28 years in va- 
riety houses, but this is their bow 
in a theatre-cabaret. Nitery cus- 
tomers here have seen nearly every 
type of act except ventriloquists, 
which is one reason why they seem 
fresh and such a socko-hit. 

Another is because Vox and 
Walters who rate as the only mixed 
duo of its kind, have revamped their 
material. It’s now more _ sophisti- 
cated, wise-cracky and timed faster. 
Closeness of their patented mike- 
stand for puppets to the diners also 
gives it an intimate air. Vox in tails 
opens with his Buttons flipping out 
nifties about his nitery debut. Watex- 
drinking and cig-smoking bits by 
Valentine go over stronger here than 
they did in vaude. Blonde wife 
comes out with doll for more 
repartee, which builds up her baby- 
crying stunt as final wow. 




















Show People All the World Over Wil} 
Be Interested to Know 


SIDNEY FISHER Sass 


(tormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
+s Now Located at More Commodions 
Premires at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY. LONDON, ENG. 


Benny Strong inherits the thank- 
less job of m.c., but doesn’t abuse 
the privilege too often. His an- 
|nouncements are usually short, not 
too flattering. Handles a song and 
dance sharply, but his nose-holdjng 
impression of Vallee almost kills his 
swell one of Jolson. 

A duo of eccentric hoofers, who 
exhibit particular promise and com- 
edy ability, are Jerry and Turke. 
Lad in goofy, tight gray suit keeps 
a dead-pan throughout his take-off 
of a lazy dancer, occasionally flash- 
ing into a clever, slithery step. 
Short, fuzzy-haired girl skips around 
him, but the boy’s pantomime is 
what stands out. 

Evelyn Royce, formerly of Ted 
Lewis’ and Joe Candulla’s bands, not 
so torchy in looks, yet knows how 
to swing a ballad. Eleanor Christen- 
son has plenty on the ball, besides a 
swell chassis, in leading line of Dor- 
othy Byton’s girls brought back for 
two weeks. Chorus is best-trained 
ensemble imported by Mayfair this 
year. Fine in acrobatic routines, 
each doing a quick specialty. Fenc- 
ing ballet and a fan number are out- 
standers. 

George Duffy’s band for revue and 











dancing, plus Clinton Noble's be- 
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room to its benefit. Unique business- 
getter is a new penny-cocktail hour 
at five every afternoon. At that time 
any cocktail priced less than 40c is 
chopped to one cent, and the long 
cocktail lounge is lined ten deep with 
thirsty femmes, Pullen, 


YACHT CLUB, N. Y. 


No. 3 money-maker on the West 
52nd street nitery front—Leon & 
Eddie’s and the 21 Club rate up 
front in that order—switched its 
show around last week, adding 
Mells, Kirk and Howard and Doris 
Rhodes to its talent lineup in place 


of the departing Frances Faye. 
Holdovers are the Carson Sisters, 
dancers. and Henny Youngman, 


whose flip m.c.’ing here has already 
brought him considerable attention 
in the trade and on radio. 


Net result of the show changes is 
a steady, sock entertainment, both 
the male trio and the femme singer 
(who will soon be the ex-Mrs. 
Sammy Cohen) fitting the small 
room and its New York clientele 
perfectly. Like Youngman, both 
Mells, Kirk and Howard and Doris 
Rhodes may well gain in promi- 
nence through their booking in this 
spot, they show up so well. 

uM: 


and H. are gaining in 
stature as zany comics with every 
appearance. Their excursions in 


niteries thus far have been rather 
infrequent, but, on the strength of 
their performance here, it is from 
the nite cluubs that thev’ll spring- 
board to better things. Using most 
of their vaude bits in the Yacht 
Club, the Hitler, Selassie. Mussolini 
travesty going best of all. 


Doris Rhodes is also chiefly from 
vaude, but also not a complete 
stranger to the nocturnal hangouts. 
She used to aid and abet Sammy 
Cohen in the latter’s vaude acts. but 
since their senaration she’s been 
singing solo. She's gifted with a 
swell voice, and appearance and 
charm to match. Being able to bear 
uv-close scrutiny and listening, she 
should be a cinch for any type of 
room. 


Opening act in the show is the 
Carson Sisters, fast terpsers, with 
Henny Youngman introing between 
acts and holding down his own spot 
later on. He’s in his third month at 
the Yacht Club and _ “still going 
strong. A fiv-comic. with a terrific 
flair for ad-libbing, he’s at home in 
a spot where wise-cracks from the 
customers are not infrequent. 

Yacht Club’s chief appeal is in its 
intimate atmosphere, floorshow and 
the liquor. There’s no couvert, nor 
is there a minimum, so it’s strictly 
the entertainment, refreshments and 
the dancing on a handkerchief floor 
to music from a small, nameless. but 
okay, crew. Scho. 


ITALIAN VILLAGE 


(ST. GEORGE, B’KLYN) 


Recent switch from a straight din- 
ner and supper dance room to enter- 
tainment doesn’t augur much for the 
Italian Village if the current show is 
any indication. Homey atmosphere 
and smooth tempo of surroundings 
attracts a conservative clientele. The 
brassy vaude show of tommy-gun 
tempo strikes a discordant note and 
should be replaced by something 
more continental. 

Presuming that the show was in- 
stalled to attract more business it 
would be advisable to alter the in- 
cumbent entertainment. Spot has a 
pretty steady trade at $1 minimum 
from Brooklyn natives and house 
guests. Policy of changing the show 
weekly can be figured to attract a 
repeat trade if shows are okay. As 
a whole, current layout is not only 
incongruous in location, but would 
also be pretty bad elsewhere. Per- 
formers all try hard, but only half 
get anywhere. 

Jay Johnson, m.c. and accordionist, 
opens the show rather tepidly with 
‘You know what I mean’ gagging and 
introductions. However, Johnson re- 
deems himself with his musi¢ box 
later, displaying an ease that is en- 
tirely absent in his m.c.ing Femme 
vocalist, Mickey Feeley, with two pop 
numbers, is okay in second rung. Fay 
Kathryn. acro dancer, missed several 
times in her calisthentics with a 
pretty poor net result. Billy Wells. 
comic dancer, adds little in his turn. 

Standout among the acts is Billy 
Ames, mimic, whq specializes in 
voices. In an offstage introduction 
Ames gets plenty of attention with 
his voice versions of F. D. R., Father 
Coughlin, et al., as emanating from 
a radio receiver. Pat and Jacqueline, 
in two tumble turns, are okay for 
vaude or smalier niteries, but not 
here. 


dance music and rhythms for the 
show. No sensation in this division, 
either. Eli Dantzig, long a favorite 
at the spot before it went nitery, re- 
turns next week, replacing Leafer’s 
crew. 

Prices are moderate, food is good 
and spot, with its three shows night- 
ly, should improve in attendance 
over its former straight dinner-dance 








policy. Hurl. 


Allen Leafer’s band furnishes the | 





out the atmosphere which the La 
Salle has selected to go with its 
newly made Blue Fountain Room. 
Space occupied has been dead for 
over three years, but of the $700,000 
spent to remodel the hotel, $25,000 
was allotted to turn the dead space 
into a dine and dance spot with a 
capacity of 350. 

Clientele of room is away from 
the tin-horners and high-schoolers, 
the bulk of the dine-and-dancers be- 
ing what is termed the solid middle 
class. 

Selection of the King’s Jesters as 
the band for such a spot showed 
plenty of wisdom on the part of 
somebody. A larger organization, 
or one less friendly. couldn't go 
along with the atmosphere the man- 
agement has decided to build around 
the room. Only six men in the band. 
but each one is a showman, and a 
show by himself. 

Scarcely any tune is plaved with- 
out some sort of a novelty. Boys 
work in solo. trios and quartettes: 
Marjorie Whitney, blues songstress. 
works with them, alone, and with 
the different combinations to get 
the.most out of every number done. 
Bandstand is built for a 16-piece or- 
ganization, but because of the con- 
stant changing for the novelty num- 
bers, it is filled at all times. 

Besides the Jesters, there are only 
three acts on the show, and all are 
in the vaudeville style popular in 
eafes at present. Show ovens with 
Wayne and Lorraine doing two 
quick, hot. tap routines. Dressed in 
form fitting white. and having 
youth, this clean-cut pair sock the 


opener hard. Marjorie Whitney 
clicks in her own spot on the show, 
despite the fact that she’s been 


working with the band. 

Fanchon and Fanchon oceupy the 
next-to-closing snot with slow mo- 
tion hand-to-hand balancing. Work 
clean and neat all the way throuch, 
making difficult stuff seem easy. 
King’s Jesters take over after Fan- 
chon and Fanchon finish. 

Jesters use all snecial material 
written by Bill Hamvton. If lyrics 
to “Annie’s Cousin Fannie’ are a 
sample of his work. both the Jes- 
ters and Hampton have something. 

Policy of the room is to change 
the acts every twn weeks. but the 
Testers will probably remain for a 
long time. Loop. 


DON JULIO 


(NEW YORK) 


Unique in that it’s the only Mexi- 
can cabaret in New York, this 
Greenwich Village spot has Don 
Julio m.c.’ing and generally super- 
vising the nonsence. A two-by-four 
room, it’s an intime spot with 50-75 
capacity or so, and yet there's no 
couvert nor stiff rap. The top din- 
ner is $1; the Mexican type (sim- 
ple) table d’hote starts at 75c. The 
wine card augments it of course 
(no hard liquors sold), with a na- 
tive Mex combo of Juanita (at the 
piano) augmented by three men. 
She’s the nominal head of the dance 
combo and the men double into 
strolling guitar solos, and the like, 
thus augmenting the band’s end of 
st. 

Julio is a Paulwhitemanesque per- 
sonality in build and face, and cuts 
up with a stock routine of a small- 
talk and nonsense. The other acts 
comprise a casteneting femme and a 


Loew's State theatre, N. Y., week of 
March 11. Cne engagement is stil] 
tentative, the fifth filler still unset. 

Those set are Belle Baker, Henny 
Youngman, Bob Easton and possibly 
the Cossacks. Youngman goes into 
vaude for first time at salary of $900 
for the week, accountable for by 
radio guest appearances of the 
nitery m. c. 


Met Tour 


(Continued from page 1) 











where a two-day stand will start on 
March 29. 

The Met is always guaranteed 
against loss in all towns it touches 
on its tours. Opera addicts in the 
various cities chip in the coin in 
order to get the Met backed up to 
their front doors for inspection. 
Guarantees vary, according to trans- 
portation costs and cast expenses, 
but average for each performance is 
$12,000. That the out-of-town spots 
are, this year, more willing to put 
up the money for the guarantees 
convinces the Met that that corner 
has been turned for the High C’s 
industry. 





Detroit, Feb. 23. 

Nine soloists, including seven from 
the Met., have been signatured for 
the annual May Festival to be held 
in Ann Arbor May 12-15. Six con- 
certs will be offered, with the Phila- 
delphia Symph featured for the sec- 
ond successive year and Jose Iturbi 
directing. 

Topping the list is Kirsten Flag- 
stad, who opened the Choral Union 
concert series last fall. Others are 
Lauritz Melchior, tenor; Ezio Pinza, 
bass; Elisabeth Rethberg, soprano; 
Marion Telva, mezzo; Arthur Carron, 
tenor; Carlos Morelli, baritone; Eu- 
gene List and Joseph Knitzer, vio- 
linist. All but latter two are with 
the Met. 





balladeering guitarist, not counting 
the band’s strummer. 

It’s atmospheric, terrifically inex- 
pensive and stands a good chance 
to connect. When and if it does, 
Don Julio may be compelled to ante 
the tariffs in view of the very lim- 
ited quarters. Abel. 





LARRY 
THORNTON 

















AGENTS 


Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 




















From U. 
Panto 


Prince Littler’s “Jack And 


Theatre: Royal, Glasgow. 


to hear in a Royal pantomime 


(famous for half a century for 
its Scottish tradition) applause 
stolen by an American knock- 
about song-and-dance act with 
a comedy cyclist as runner-up? 

Do not misunderstand me. 
The Four Franks, in the Garbo- 
3arrymore love scene from“Grand 
Hotei,” playing the saxophone, or 
giving impressions of coloured 
tap dancer Bill Robinson, are the 
most brilliant whirlwind  per- 
formers of the kind I have seen. 





Knockabout Act 


“Where Was The Scots Comedy?” 
Stars: Shaun Glenville, Ivy Tresmand, Marjorie Browne. 


By COLIN NEIL MACKAY 
OW can I properly describe this show? Perhaps, as it 
comes direct from Drury 
call pantomime, and I am being too narrowly Scottish. 


But who would have expected, 


S. Steals 
Applause 


The Beanstalk.” 


Lane, it is what the English 
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MUSIC HALL, N.Y. 


Radio City Music Hall runs a 
trailer this week end ahead of the 
feature, ‘When You're in Love’ (Col), 
pointing with pride to the fact that 
the production ensembles in the 
film were done by the Hall’s head 
artistic man, Leon Leonidoff. This is 
a gracious gesture from Boss Van 
a and a showmanly stunt to 

oot. 


Thursday night, star, Grace Moore, 
paraded into the reserved seat 
mezzanine with a cavalcade of soup- 
and-fished gents just as the inter- 
mission lights were up and Dick 
Leibert was wrestling with the 
organ. It was nice timing and as 
Leibert hit off one former Grace 
Moore tune after another there was 
wave after wave of applause. Star 
stood up to acknowledge the plaudits 
and democratically leaned over the 
railing to tra-la-la with her kerchief 
to the main floor. 

Mickey Mouse opens the show 
with a sample below the Walt Disney 
factory average and open to criti- 
cism —if anybody cares—on the 
grounds that nice little pictures for 
nice little children should not glorify 
practical joking. 

Express elevator brings Rapee’s 
trenchmen into sight and they kick 
out with Offenbach’s ‘Orpheus.’ 
Thereafter the orchestra hops to 
Tschaikowsky’s ‘Nutcracker Suite’ 
whose several movements are hitched 
to Leonidoff’s tableaux. Emphasis all 
the way on ballet with a climax 
using 60-odd girls who so crowd 
even the big Music Hall stage that 
for some of the quadrilles a few 
have to scram into the wings. 


Top attention-getter of the week 
are Marion and Erma (New Acts) 
who do things with their bodies that 
most people couldn’t do with their 
imaginations. Repeated applause 
testified to the audience’s combi 
awe and apprehension. Other pro- 
gram credits are as follows: Chinese 
Dance—Nicholas Daks, Alma Lee, 
Alice Young. Arabian Chant— 
Rosario Orellan. Glee Club. Russtan 
Dance—Hilda Eckler, Maxime Wil- 
liams, Serge Abagroff, Nicholas Ve- 
toshkin, Leon Fokine, Val Romanoff, 
William Allen, Rudy Malinoff. Wasil 
Wanja, A. Broversky. Land. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Stage show this session has no 
mame calculated to twirl the turn- 
stile till it creaks, but ‘Camille’ 
(MG), shunted down the street from 
a four-week roost at the Capitol, 
looks like it will assure the b.o. end 
o.k. Opening (Thursday) night 
ae was rather roomy at final 
rolic, 


Four-act layout embraces as good 
a selection of turns as are available 
these days. The wise-guy gang that 
constitutes the State patronage 
warmed up to show and seemed to 
find cheer after shaking off the grip 
the weepy pic clamped on ’em. 

Duval, sleight-of-hander doubling 
from Ritz-Carlton hotel, opens with 
kerchief palming. Some of his stuff 
is rather routine, and some down- 
right fundamental, but at least two 
of his hoaxes are excellent enough 
to get gasps which whisked him 
across. 

_Wini Shaw in the deuce is top- 
lined on the bill, and swept over 
strongly with a sultry soprano set 
of pipes and nice interpretation of 
songs, adroitly sold with stream- 
lined gestures. Three currently 
reigning pops were buttressed by 
‘Lady in Red. rendition of which 
represented Miss Shaw’s peak pic 
attainment in ‘In Caliente’ (WB). 
Warbler well set off in summery 
frock. 

Buck and Bubbles, best colored 
two-act in the biz, have always 
found the State an extremely happy 
haven. Next-to-shut was next-to- 
heaven for pair with their gags, 
songs and hoofing. 

Another act as good as can be 
found in its category, the Kitchen 
Pirates, closed with its exciting 
adagio stuff. The three huskies 
still toss the lithe lass around in the 
act that is further enhanced and 
characterized by the thoughtful idea 
the turn’s name _ embraces, but 
doesn’t clarify until seen. 

Incidentally, the dark-thatched 
lad who does the catching continues 
to be one of the ablest seen any- 
where around. With Peggy Taylor 
abroad, Lita D’Orav is the tossee. 
Billed here as the K. P.’s, act ovens 
Thursday at the Club Versailles, 
N. Y., as the Stuart Morgan — 

ert. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


. Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

It’s been many years since Charles 
Withers regaled western vaude audi- 
ences with his one-man opry house 
act, always a surefire turn. At the 
Par this week, topping the Fanchon 
& Marco show, Withers is presenting 
a revamped version of the veteran 
vehicle, changed to the extent that 
he now utilizes a company of five 
people to assist him in the offering 
he formerly worked single handed. 

Withers still works the props and 
sound effecis and make an invasion 
of the audience in the guise of a pop- 
corn vendor. if ‘s using the same old 
set or a duplicate.of the one used for 
so many years and with any of the 
old-timers ought ‘to register for solid 
wallops. 


Another vet of the ’ vaude stage 


facing this week’s customers is Lam- 
berti, comedy xylophonist, scoring 
with his familiar brand of hoke. 

Only new face on the bill is Loret- 
ta Lee, torcher from the air lanes, 
making her local stage debut. Miss 
Lee has a lot of personality and 
knows how to put across numbers for 
best results. She opened with ‘Basin 
Street Blues,’ then swung into ‘Pen- 
nies from Heaven’ and wound up 
with ‘Tiger Rag’ to solid returns. Girl 
should have no trouble garnering 
further stage dates. 

Fanchonettes currently are pre- 
seniing one of their best novelty rou- 
tines. Girls do a sort of military pre- 
cision number and wind up with a 
drum corps bit that registers. Rube 
Wolf takes his place as a soloist as 
come-on for the femmes, 

It happens to be an anniversary 
week at the house, so opening has 
the femmes seated behind a long 
{able containing a huge birthday cake 
before going into their initial tap 
routine. Follows a tableau flash of 
the girls draped over a huge prop 
cake flung back stage. House orch, 
under Wolf’s baton, does a smart 
rendition interpreting how different 
name bands would play ‘Organ 
Grinder’s Swing,’ with a Leopold 
Stokowski finale that wowed. 

Screen feature is ‘Maid of Salem’ 
(Par), with Par News, Sportlight and 
color comedy in for good measure. 
Trade about normal at opening 
stanza. Edwa. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 20. 

Bowes’ all-girl unit in this week 
with chief interest debut of new 
baton-waving m.c., Jean Rose, who 
takes over stick for first time. Girl 
is attractive brunet and plenty 
versatile, handling baton, plunking 
piano, warbling and able to swing 
legs through smooth tap. Cap is 
great Ina Ray Hutton town, and 
Jean suffers plenty by comparison, 
although with a few weeks to polish 
up she should get by oke. 


Show, as whole, is spotty, with 
established specialties sock and 
those introduced as recent am hour 
winners pretty sad. Band still isn’t 
anything to rave about, but tackles 
enough tricky arrangements to keep 
up interest. Best numbers are 
opener, ‘Queen of Swirg Is Having 
a Dream,’ which gives conductress 
chance to warble, and ‘Heart Throb 
College,’ with orch suffering from 
weak comedy lyrics. 


Specialties all work in front of 
band. Clara Wellman, who steps 
out to do concerto and ‘Indian Love 
Call,” gets by satisfactorily, and 
Marie Woods, hefty Sophie Tucker 
imitator, comes up from audience 
to melt from bit of gagging into 
‘Some of These Days’ and stop show. 


All the rest get on from off-stage 
via introductions. Tops are Kay 
Krivokucha, hill-billy yodeler, who 
gets first real hand of show; Rita 
Frucht, whose imitations of Berg- 
ner. Hepburn, Garbo, Rainer and 
Bette Davis are gilt-edge; and Jean 
Clark, who strides on in tailored 
suit and brings down house with 
whistle turn, mixing bird calls with 
traffic cops in various towns. 


Weak sisters, in temporarily as 
contest winners, are Florence Win- 
ston, coloratura, Mary Dudley, pop 
singer, and Vera Ellen Rohe, young 
tap dancer. All would get by if pre- 
sented in Bowes’ manner, but used 
straight they don’t quite get across. 

Show is richly staged and baton- 
ess changes gowns often enough to 
make talk, although staying away 
from the extreme curvacious get-ups 
that gained fame for Hutton. 

Pic is ‘Love Is News’ (20th). | 

Craig. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 19. 


The big build-up is now on for 
this house since 100% Fox occupancy 
last week. This erstwhile family 
spot now looms as first rank compe- 
tition to just about complete its Cin- 
derella career. The glass slipper, ‘A’ 
pie product, has been fitted with cur- 
rent unwinding of ‘On the Avenue’ 
(20th). Gross has skyrocketed and 
if pace is maintained vaude’s destiny 
is problematical. No pix outfit is 
going to admit that they come to see 
vaude although that has been the 
precise lure here under independent 
operators. 


Buddy Doyle, blackface warbler, 
headlines the flesh section frequently 
referring to his work in ‘Ziegfeld.’ 
His Cantor-style ‘If You Knew Susie’ 
is far and away his best bit. He goes 
pretty laugh-clownish over a for- 
gotten man number. All _ studio 
workers feel called upon to de-chest 
some Hollywood anecdotia and 
Doyle is no exception. No one is 
unseated by Doyle’s cracks. As a 
vocalist he pleases. 

Kirby and Duval got this house 
confused with the niteries down the 
street. The mixed patter team dealt 
exclusively in indigo. 

Kirby Brothers and Beatrice spe- 
cialize in unconventional poses to 
highlight their knockabout turn. The 
girl gets some spectacular tossing. 

An innovation this week is a line 
of eight boys who don’t do enough 
to justify the added expense. ' They 
appear in two production numbers 
with the girl line (12). This ‘is the 
week Ted Cook, m.c.; And Lester 





and tails. Hoyt. : 





Harding, baritone;. wear white, ties| For the encore bit she 
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NORMANDIE, PARIS 


(NEW) 
Paris, Feb. 14. 


Opening of this new 2,000-seater 
was one of the most brilliant affairs 
Paris has seen on a wet winter's 
nights in years. 

Both automobile and pedestrian 
traffic was jammed in the Champs- 
Elysees as famous persons from 
every walk of life passed between 
lines of Republican Guards in 
gorgeous uniforms drawn up under 
the awning. 

Palatial house was inaugurated 
with ‘Fire Over England,’ (UA), new 
film produced by Eric Pommer in 
London. Gala opening was under 
the patronage of the Comite National 
de Defense Antituber Culeuse, of 
which Mme. Lebrun, wife of the 
president, is head. 

Luxuriously furnished, interior of 
the house offers something new in 
the way of decoration in this town. 
Side walls are flooded with futuristic 
designs of music notes, harps and 
dancing nudes, thrown from opposite 
sides of house by small projectors. 
Architecture, which is carried out on 
plain but effective lines is the work 
of Montaut and Gorska. Leonard and 
Adolphe Rosenthale are understood 
to be the backers of the new house, 
direction of which is in the hands of 
Raoul d’Ast. 

Theatre will offer a cinema-music- 
hall program at top prices now pre- 
vailing in Paris. Stage presentations 
have been assigned to Pierre Sand- 
rini, who also directs the Bal 
Tabarin. First-nighters were dis- 
appointed, as the stage presentation 
was called off due to lateness in 
getting the crowd settled. Program 
mentioned ‘Viennese Waltzes’ and a 
number called ‘Metal,’ latter being a 
part of the present Bal Tabarin 
show, executed by the Ballet of the 
Tabarin. Others on the bill are Vera 
Tcherina and Jack Spurgeon, the 
Three Nonchalants, The Brumas and 
Elizabeth and Dell Adami. Jean 
Alfaro is wielding the baton. 

House should do well if a high- 
class picture and stage-show is pre- 
sented. There are more than a 
sufficiency of cinemas in the avenue 
already. but none of them offer a 
stage attraction. so this one should 
click if the right kind of talent is 
brought in. Hugo. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Feb. 23. 


Ray Noble with orch and one 
stand-out turn plus a few others 
that are fair are packing them in to 
this house currently and look like 
realizing best gross this year, de- 
spite 10c drop in prices. 

The act is the Dick, Don and 
Dinah team of tumblers who come 
in toward the end and stand the 
crowd on their heads. No act as 
good as this one has been seen here 
for over a year and the town is 
talking of it. Show is held up for 
five minutes every night, while 
crowd howls for more. 

Ray Noble is also greatly liked 
Crowd unused to his restraint in 
conducting and way he handles his 
orch with his hands, feet and legs. 
Mo baton and no lathering himself 
into a Turkish bath like the usual 
leader of jazz bands. They like 
this, and it has them tickled to 
watch him flick a pianissimo out of 
his band with a finger snav and run 
through the whole diminuendo 
scale on a twist of the wrist and a 
flexed knee. His brasses are not too 
strident and his strings are saccha- 
rine, while his solo artists are a 
class in themselves. When he closes 
the show with his own compositions. 
the crowds rise at him for calls and 
encores. 

Lynn Martin and the Three Macs 
put over nice singing with a melo- 
drama ditty of a saw mill villain 
and a wronged maiden. Gloria 
Franklin, nice-looking tanper. goes 
throush reutine act and Howard 
Barrie sings well-known melodies 
to orch accompaniment to good au- 
dience reaction. 

Seventy-minute show had not a 
dull svot,’and houses were full from 
onening night Friday (19). 

‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) and 
‘Off to the Races’ (U) on ——— 

ane. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI. 


Chicago, Feb. 21. 

Miracle of the State-Lake vaude 
bills is their ability to get so much 
running time and entertainment out 
of the barest essentials. The cur- 
rent show is a prime example of the 
trick: four acts and a dancer, mak- 
ing up 66 minutes of variety. 

Topping the biil from every angle 
was that ‘blue streak of vaudeville,’ 
Rae Samuels, who came back to 
town to warm this audience like a 
bowl of java on a winter morning. 
Still a blue streak of showmanship 
and song-salesmanship to her finger- 
tios, Miss Samuels zoomed over her 
line-up of special material songs to 
a rousing round of approval. Al- 
ways the individualist, Miss Samuels 
continues to demonstrate that va- 
riety entertainment needs_ special 
material, and her songs, all written 
for up-to-the-minute topical clown- 
ing, were laughs from start to fin- 
ish. She is a lesson what variety 
méans in getting fresh material and 
then in selling that stuff. 
2 is still 
bringing on the girl tapster, who was 





over in bang-up fashion with her 

lized tap routine. : 
sty hile a the subject of material, 
maybe it would be apropos to take 
up the question of Fred Lightner 
who closed this bill. Lightner has 
always been a natural comic, with 
everything in the way of mugging 
and delivery. But he remains today 
still a family time act due to his 
unfortunate choice of gags and ma- 
terial. His stuff is either off-color 
or old. Lightner owes it to himself 
to get up a new set of ‘jokes,’ be- 
cause he is hampering himself with 
his present routine. 

James Alvan is trying to be some- 
body instead of James Alvan. He is 
a pretty good harmonica tooter, but 
he is going overboard by decking 
himself out in whitg tie and tails so 
that he looks quité Piccadilly, and 
then proceeds to ruin the entire ef- 
fect by his unfortunately bad dic- 
tion. Either Alvan should drop 
that soup-and-fish or forget about 
trying to talk. The two don’t go to- 
gether. Alvan does a swell job with 
such tunes as ‘Carnival of Venice,’ 
but fumbles on ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes, which he introduces as a 
Larry Adler arrangement. Uses a 
femme accompanist for the latter, 
but hurts himself by giving her too 
much spotlight on the side of the 
stage. Should restrict her to a baby 
spot. 

In the deuce were Maurice and 
Vincent who fail to get the most 
out of knockabout hand-to-hand 
burlesque acrobatics. The bulk of 
their humor consist of one of them 
falling on the other. Rest of the 
stuff is standard and weakly done. 
Other performer on the line-up was 
Marion Parker, specialty dancer in 
the opening chorus number. Miss 
Parker’s routine was good but far 
too long. 

Picture was ‘About to Die’ (RKO). 
Biz fine at the last show aa 

old. 


FOX, PHILA. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 


Fox has the best stage line-up this 
week that it has offered since it got 
flesh entertainment back five or six 
weeks ago. There has been some 
criticism of recent stage programs, 
but yesterday’s audiences gave this 
one unqualified approval. The pic 
feature, ‘Women of Glamour,’ a 
weak programmer, needs all the 
help it can get—and gets it. 

Eddie Duchin is the ace card, and 
his show this time tops the one he 
had here a year or so ago by several 
city blocks. It is strictly class all 
the way through. but the kind of 
class that gets them all from top 
balcony to front row ork. 

Duchin opens the show with a 


medley of modern hot tunes, pound- 
ing the keys with familiar ease and 
his 11 boys joining on the choruses. 
He comes to the mike first to intro- 
duce Jane Dover, a warm-voiced 
contralto, who scores unmistakably 
with ‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ and 
repeats with ‘Good Night, My Love.’ 
Incidentally, with a show that leans 
strikingly on the instrumental and 
vantomimic side, this is one of the 
few moments where the human 
voice is heard. Miss Dover starts 
things off well. 

One more number by the band 
and then Duchin introduces Bliss, 
Lewis and Ash, a dance act known 
here, but this time seen at their 
best. It starts with a corking toe- 
tap by the femme member of the 
trio on a drum. Military air with 
the two men coming on to give it a 
stirring finale to strains of the pvop- 
ular navy song. The trio follows 
with two other tap numbers, all 
well above average. The act is very 
attractively costumed, neatly rou- 
tined and rates the hand it receives. 

Next individual offering is Lou 
Sherwood, member of Duchin’s ork. 
who first warbles ‘The Night Is 
Young’ very effectively and follows 
with a trumpet solo. 


The poys then play ‘Love and 
Tearn’ with Duchin sveeding up at 
the keys and the audience warming 
every minute. 

Then comes the highlight of the 
festured numbers: an English music 
hall team. the Calgary Brothers. 
This pair has more novel twists in 
its turn than any vaude team has 
shown here in several blue moons. 
They offer a combination of knock- 
about comedy. slow-motion, contor- 
tionistie dancing, panto comedy, ec- 
centric dancins and burley vocaliz- 
ine that wowed and will win any 
andience. Slick stuff and beauti- 
fully routined. with the slow motion 
hiz a hichlieht, One of the eomics 
eeares with his uncanny abilitv to 
‘it down’ on thin air: the other 
4nes a corkscrew fall that’s a darb. 
Four encores and even then the 
“ane out front weren't satisfied. 

Orchestra then plays a medley 
hich-lighting ‘Chanel in the Moon- 
light... Duchin then asks for re- 
quests and is deluged. They do a 
couple more and then he introduces 
Gower and Jeanne, a high-class pair 
of ballroom dancers who do a 
straight waltz affair first and follow 
with a more eccentric number. 
They're good and don’t overstay 
their welcome. 

Duchin and the boys then do their 
familiar and _ ever-liked ‘Stormy 
Weather’ and that’s a swell climax 
to what was obviously the most 
popular sta~e show the Fox has had 
in a long time. Waters. 





Victoria Palace, London 


London, Feb. 9, 

Kurt Robitschek had to delve 
deeply into the aspirin bottle to re- 
lieve the headaches this week’s bill 
is giving him. 

First Cass, Mack, Owen and Topsy 
were compelled to cancel, through 
stork interference; then Miller and 
Wilson were brought in from the 
Grosvenor housé cabaret, after play. 
ing a year at the Folies Bergere, 
Paris, with boys refusing to go into 
the closing spot, and walking. But 
biggest of all headaches is going to 
last him all week. This is Renee 
Houston, one of the cleverest girls in 
vaudevillé and at present its biggest 
disappointment. 

Miss Houston refuses to get a 
vehicle; just clowns around non- 
chalantly, talks inconsequentially: 
gains and loses her audience at odd 
moments, and finishes to a tired and 
bored assembly. Donald Stewart, 
who supports her, could do a lot bet- 
ter, too. 

Despite all the headaches, Robits- 
chek has a good show, aithough 
overly expensive at around $7,000. 
Opener is Paul Berny, French jug- 
gler with a nice personality, speed 
and an easy way of working. Should 
fit into any Broadway nitery. 

Ghezzi Brothers, here a couple of 
weeks ago as replacement for Wal- 
ter Dare Wahl, deserve the return 
booking. Boys are still polished per- 
formers. 

Gillie Potter, Dar- 
lene Walders (clever American 
acrobatic dancer, who has been 
around here quite a while) is the 
first talking act on the bill, following 
three sight acts, and should have 
had easy going. But he falls in line 
with most of the locals by lacking 
new material, and his air of superi- 
ority is almost offensive. 

Three Wiere Bros. here on a 
quick return, prove one of the out- 
standers. Boys are great salesmen, 
and their American sojourn has done 
them a lot of good. 

With shortage of novelties, the 
headlining honors should have gone 
to Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, who 
were specially brought over for this 
bill. As is, singing-piano combo 
is one of the highlights on the pro- 
gram, and will do even better when 
acclimated. 

Senator Murphy, just in from a 
South African tour, has some new 
topicalities which his forceful per- 
sonality ramms down the customers’ 
throats. Murphy can stand lots of 
repetition. 

Con Colleano, in the coveted next- 
to-closing spot, holds ’em easily. 
Climaxes with his complete forward 
somersault, which put him out of 
gear at the Alhambra, Paris, re- 
cently. 

Three Jades, two German boys .and 
Ben Jade, American, in usual dance 
routine, closed, and fair. 

Bill is in for a fortnight, same as 
the previous one, which grossed over 
$20,000. House is attracting real 
boiled-shirters, all ready to join in 
the fun, which is a good omen. 
If this bill should hold up, house will 
stay straight vaude. Otherwise it 
“ mixed—or variety-cum-produc- 
ion. ae 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 

Although boasting no names, the 
Fox show this week consists of five 
uniformly good acts. They're okay 
entertainment, even if not world- 
beaters. They support a ‘B’ pic, 
Jane Withers in ‘Holy Terror’ and 
‘March of Time.’ Business is good. 

Order of billing means nothing 
here. Curtain-upper is the Unique 
Walkmirs, a combination balancing 
and = strong-man act. Though not 
precisely unique is different from 
anything seen in these parts récently. 
Male shoulder-balancer supports 25- 
foot pole at top of which two 
femmes spin and twist. 

The Radio Ramblers, who have 
done plenty of rambling in their day, 
are still okay. They do impersona- 
tions of radio and film biggies, and 
toss in some fairly decent chirning. 
harmonized and solo. They kid the 
whole thing, taking none of the im- 
nersonations seriously, which adds to 
the fun. Good showmen, they throw 
in plenty of side-stuff comedy. Took 
advantage of Rubinoff’s present 
Garcia trouble with take-off and 
cracks. Ben Bernie and Charles 
Langhton mimics also good. 

Balabanow Review is four girls 
and two men who pianoaccordion. 
Supposed to be all in the family. 
Each puts the inner-outer mechan- 
ism aside to do a specialty and turn 
in some good tap and acrobatic 
whirling and vocal work. However. 
the amount of accordion one is 2hle 
to listen to is limited, and the Bala- 


who follows 


banows don’t know when en'fl’s 
enuff. Cuttine five minutes from 
act would better it. But the girls 


are lookers and troupe is voung and 
vivacious, playing in front of pretty 
outdoor set and gives colorful per- 
formance. 

Harry Burns and company (4) is a 
spiel act—little fellow who makes 
food and bie fellow who takes les- 
sons from him. Outstanding is a 
blonde stooge. 

Even if your taste doesn’t run to 
our four-leesed friends, you'll like 
Cillv Feindt’s wnusual equine act. 
Animals do intrieate dance stevs in 
verfect time. Two horses used. one 
on the stave at a time. Cillv Feint. 
the mountie. is an okay looker. Is 
short and sweet, which adds to the 
appeal. Herb. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Guy Lombardo’s orchestra aug- 
ments ‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) 
here this week and, from the looks 
of the okay biz Thursday night, is 
helping plenty at the wicket. House 
was more than comfortably filled by 
the time the last pit show went into 
aciion. 

Musically, the Lombardo orchestra 
is one of the tops. On a stage, as 
well as air, it is quite different from 
the usual run of bands. 

Twelve-piece outfit, with Guy wav- 
ing the baton and brothers Carmen 
and Liebert figuring in most of the 
vocals. the orchestra appeals chiefly 
through its -sweet arrangements. 
None of the cut-up stuff of the aver- 
age crews is included and there is 
a practically complete absence of 
glee-club singing, only mass vocaliz- 





ng being that of a trio from the 
band, which includes Carmen. 
Specialties booked in with the 


Lombardo band actually provide the 
sock of current presentation. First 
there’s Burton Pierce, a swell hoofer, 
put too close to Fred Astaire in style. 
second of two 


His routines is, in| 
fact, an imitation, though not an- 
nounced. Second specialty sock is 


provided by Virginia Verrill, deep- 
throated radio singer, whose appear- 


ance and vocalizing are all in her | 
favor. However, she might switch | 
those stereotyped arm motions. 


Third, and a wham at this catching, 
Rufe Davis, eccentric hill-billy 
singer and barnyard imitator. Audi- 
ence wouldn't let him go, even after 
four or five encores. His singing is 
strong, but best are his imitations 
of trains, outboard motors. etc. Davis 
is doubling from the Hollywood 
restaurant, N. Y. Lombardo, of | 
course, is doubling from the Hotel 
Roosevelt. 

Lombardo band’s highlights are 
Liebert’s corneting and vocalizing of 
‘When My ‘Dreamboat Comes Home’ 


IS 


and Carmeén’s singing of ‘Boo Hoo.’ 
Show runs 40 minutes. Scho. 


ST. LOUSS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 23. 


Although Lent is taking its an- 
nual toll of b. o. activity at all local | 
amusement places, first week of 
religious season surprised film row 
as biz at St. Louis actually bettered 
that of previous week, and indica- 
tions point to further prosperity. It | 
all can be attributed to quality of 
acts at Fanchon & Marco’s Grand 
blvd. combo-house, steadily grow- 
ing popularity of Johnny Perkins, 
m. c., and smart advertising. 

Current 70-min. bill reeks with 
aciion, and Joe and Pete Michon, 
late of Ziegfeld Follies, cop top hon- 
ors with their 12-min. act, although 
they are pressed by Teddy Lester 
and Paul Kirkland. Show opens with | 
Perkins, in nautical attire, coming | 
through curtains as stage lights flash | 
as if lightning, and as curtains are | 
drawn on dash Roxyettes for an 
okav nautical routine. 

They give way to Lester, billed as 
the Musical Pickpocket, and he opens 
act with ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ 
on fife imbedded in walking cane. 
Then he frisks himself for series of 
piccolo, harmonicas, rubber tube. 
saxes, and later a guitar, violin and 
clarinet from which he extracts tunes 
winding up with ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
thet won a swell hand. 

™ next slot is Kirkland, who 
climbs to eighth rung of ten-rung 
ladder and dances it and himself all 
over apron in rhythm with band. He 
also clicked by balancing a paver 
cone on various parts of his phiz, 
finally setting cone afire and permit- 
ting it to burn down to skin: Then 
he ended stint by balancing, on his 
chin, a girl seated in one of two in- 
verted chairs. 

Perkins comes back for another 
new story and warbles ‘My Wife’s 
First Husband.” and palm pounders 
went into action. Line returns for 
a routine during which Perkins, 
standing in aisle, stops °em by blow- 
ing whistle and girls find themselves 
in all sorts of postures. Roxyettes 
give way to Stevens Sisters. once 
with ‘Greenwich Village Follies.’ 
with Niecie doing the comics and 
drawing audience approval. Both 
“rhe and do a nice interp of a cal- 
inye. 

Then come the Michon boys and 
thev stop the show with the phony 
slcight-of-hand stuff which precedes 
sprineboard acrobatics, trick falls 
and balancing feats. Show is brought 
to a finale as venetian blind opens 
and Roxyettes climb rope ladders, 
arranged to resemble a ship's rig- 
ging, and then come back on apron 
for a fast routine. Screen offers 
‘One in a Million’ (20th) (2d run), 
and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), latter be- 
ing shown at all matinees except 
Sunday. Biz very good. Sahu. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 19. 


First house-produced show in sev- | 
eral weeks, following long run of | 
units. Chuck full of talent, produc- 
tion flows smoothly, and only things 
lacking are settings. Inclusion of 
latter, plus placing of orch on stage, 
would have set the 55-minute show 
off in fine style. 

. Miniature stage for closing act, Sa- 
lici Puppets, precluded putting a pit 
band on stage, but there was little 
excuse for forcing all turns to work 
before drop. Aside from these dis- 
crepancies, vaude packs plenty of 











| femme’s 


diversity and wallop, and is a credit 
all around. 

On the bill, besides Salici Puppets. 
which get top billing, are Pat O’Mal- 
ley, late of Jack Hylton’s band; Gene 


were here only few months ago; Billy 
and Beverly Bemis, chief sufferers 
from lack of settings, and Joyce 
Reimer, aerialist. No names _ but 
plenty on the ball to interest patrons. 
Although puppet act, the most 
novel seen here in moons, is top- 
billed. O’Malley runs it a close sec- 
ond for leading honors. He’s scored 
here in previous appearances, and 
doesn’t seem to have lost any of his 
stuff. He continues to droll out nifty 
English music hall stories, subbing a 
‘Sammy’ tale for his famed ‘Lil’ Al- 
bert and the Lign’ bit. On midway, 
he garners rocking applause, but dis- 
appvuints by not acceding to audience 
demend for the ‘Lil’ Albert’ piece. 
The Bemis duo, in deuce spot, has 
several cute, snappy terping num- 
bers, and gets over well. Male and 
appearances form an inte 
gral portion of the turn. Their duo 


hoofing is sock; ditto Bill’s solo. But 
Beverly's single, in which she war- 


bles and shimmie, is plain brutal. It’s 
a shame, too. because whole turn 
otherwise nifty. 

Pantomime comedy provided by 
Sheldon, abetted by Miss Fischer, 
hits the spot. Entire act is clean. and 
Miss Fischer furnishes the flash. in 


is 


ing. Duo is spotted next to shut, and 
grab off couple encores. Sheldon’s 
*sewing-up-hand’ bit is a honey for 
an encore 

Opening slot is filled capably by 
Miss Reimer, who sells her aerialist 
turn nicely. She performs some dif- 





Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, Feb. 8. 


It's carnival time in Germany. 


i | With the spirit of whoopee prevail- 
Sheldon, plus Loretta Fischer, who | 


ing and the big burg full of sight- 
seers from the sticks, the Winter- 
garten has put on a so-called gala 
program. Thouvsh without marquee 
value, it’s a well-balanced bill with 
plenty of talent. B.o. so good that 
the performers are doing exira 
shows, though without extra pay. 
Such is life in the New Reich. 

The D’Angolys with their rapid- 
fire jugslin® give the show a peppy 
kick-off. Unusual handling of rin«s, 
attractive stage pictures and 7 enichy 
tempo make this a good number one 
turn. 


Two Buxtons are rather a let- 
down with some conventional tum- 
| bling. Cuy with the Buster Keaton 
dead pan doesn’t live up to expec- 
tations. 

Hanka Ordon, Polish diseuse. is 
doing a holdover from last menth. 
She has the stuff to go nieces. but 
she doesn't always get thee. Asa 
French coquette, she’s swell. but 
she’s just not the type to go flocting 
around with an ostrich fan. Some 


| addition to a little hoofing and sing- | 


ficult feats on the rone, and gives act | 


a new twist by warbling a tune while 


slowly sliding down rcpe head first. | 


Gets a call back. Closing, Salici’s 
Puppets provide ten scenes, given 
from miniature stage, include clowns. 
acrobats, musical, races. etc. View of 
strin’-pullers doing stuff from above, 
provided near end. seems to give 
audience added anvpreciation. 
Overture, under 
man’s baton, is tied in 
next week's. show, consisting of pon 


balances his partne= on his head | 
while Coir* a recl'ecs twirl on a 
unievele. ‘t's a good finish. and get 
a big hand 

Hivh snot of the ‘Merry Chine 
|Family’ is a contortionist who get 
all wrapped up in himself. 

Morland. talking jivzeler. is an 
outstanding ferture. C4 stage an- 
pearance. a slick way with the halls 
and a nifty line of gab. Boy gets a 
| well-deserved hand. 


Sam Jack Kauf- | 
nicely with | 


soos?-step. tal-e-off on dancine in 
the Fatherland as seen through for- | 
eign eves, naturally gools a German 
audience. 

Five Colorados furnish the ex- 
| nected amount of knife throwing 
and lassoing. 

Singing Fools give some nice imi- 


tunes from coming flicker. Frank 
Connors. tenor, provides the war- | 
bling. Kaufman m.c.’s show from 
pit. 

Fair crowd on hand at early eve- 
ning show (Friday). On = screen: 


“When You're in Love’ (Col). Pete. 





SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Feb. 8. 

With Jack Hylton taking up the 
second half of the bill, the Scala is 
doing landslide biz—two shows a 
day and not a seat to be had at any 
price. Even though the orchestra 
is dated for only two weeks, Hyiton 
is copping such a wad of coin that 
the rest of the bill is made up of 
mostly unknowns, with the Scala 
girls doing their feeble best to fill 
the gaps. 


Show opens with the local ballet 
in a pony dance. Fifteen Romanoffs 
follow in some fine pyramids, but 
aside from brute strength they have 
nothing to show. 


Few minutes of neat tumbling 
offered by the Three Baldors and 
then the Scala girls are at it again 
in a ‘Broadway Dance’ which is 
nothing but a mild ballroom Charles- 
ton. 

Bright spot of the first half is an 
American tightrope act, the Four 
Ortons. Boy. jumping from one side 
of the rope through a paper-covered 
hoop onto the other side gets a 
great hand. Daddie in a ballet get- 
up a la Fannie Brice does a witch 
dance with broom on the rope that 
goes over big. Act has some A-l 
tricks and nice fun. Trained goose 
and baby pig come in for their share 
of applause. 

Billed as Natal, ‘Man or Monkey,’ 
works in the audience, hopping dex- 
terously from the back of one seat 
to another. Searching for cooties 
and hugging the ladies are his long 
suit. Nimble. 

Another number bv the girls and 
the Carolis close the first half. 
Italian troupe is first-rate, with ex- 
ceptional horses. One lad on a gal- 
loping horse does a_ backward 
somersault, pirouettes through a 
small hoop and lands on a second 
horse behind him. 

Intermission over, Jack Hylton 
and his band of 32 get a rousing 
ovation from the mob. Opening 
number with vocal solo at the mike 
is ‘Lost, Strayed or Stolen.” Audi- 
ence is caught up at once by the 
tempo. Hits come and go, with the 
mob out front lapping them up. 
End man. a miniature Paul White- 
man, keeps them in titters with his 
clowning. He gets big hand with 
his simultaneous solo on clarinet 
and saxophone. Piano player sing- 
ing ‘Dinah’ and doing an eccentric 
dance is good and had to encore it 
night caught. First violinist breaks 
into a hot tan which goes over big. 
Joe Rossi, wonder child, sells his 
accordion number, an-, accompanied 
by the band, encores with Gersh- 


win’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue.” Medley 
from ‘Broadway Melody’ has the 
audience in seve~th heaven. Ameri- 


can single, Wilbur Hall. swaying on 
his long-pointed shoes like the lean- 
ing tower of Pisa, gets "em. He has 
a way with the fiddle. 

Band's closing number brings 
howls for more and Hylton plays 
one encore, ‘Did I Remember to Tell 
You?’ a harp solo with the boys 
joining in. 





one should drop her a hint, because 
she can land on top 

Two Montys on baby and 
cycles get the folks ell worked un. 
One boy, doins an effective drunk 


Ernest. Yvonne and Vilma. known | 
usual | 


sptire | 


in the States. open with their 
hallroom hoofing. Amusing 
follows showing their imvression of 
the fox-trot as danced in America. 
Frence and Englend. Syneconeted 


tations of Victrola records with good 
harmony. 

Four Barclavs 
three well-built 
Workin on 
they do some 
rlown putting 
lief. 

Charley 
eccentric 

Musical 


are made up of 
fuys and a clown. 
three horizontal bors. 
fine stunts. with the 
in nice comedy re- 


and Robert follow 
dancing. 
clowns, Rico-Alex 
can really handle their instruments. 
One does the Carioca with a 
stuffed doll whose shoes are attached 
to his. Fine grotesque effect and 
over big. Novelty encore done in 
slow motion of two mugs killing 
each other. Even the bullet creeps 
out of the gun like a snail. 

Only American on the bill is the 
vlant in J.ou’s_ Animal Revue. Lou 
has an unbroken mule and calls for 
a couple of huskies to come up from 
the audience. offering 100 marks to 
anyone staying on top for two min- 
utes. 

Mickey Mouse short (UA) closes. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Few more shows like this and 
vaudeville will be back. Looks like 
it is anyway, with Rae Samuels at 
the State-Lake, and Belle Baker 
here. Billed as just returned from 
a sensational London engagement, 
the latter proves to be the best at- 
traction the Oriental has had in 
months. Got a real warm welcome 
on her entrance, which is a rarity 
at this house, and scored with every 
number, despite the fact that she 
was on about three times the length 
of the usual act. Even the overdone 
‘De-Lovely’ thing was welcome the 
way she did it, but more than any- 
thing else the choruses from the 
songs which she made hits, put the 
turn over. Seven of ‘em at one 
gulp, and each one received its own 
individual applause. Audience re- 
fused to let her go without ‘Yiddisha 
Mam».’ despite her trying to beg off. 
so ‘Yiddisha Mama’ it was, and a 
finish that very few performers get 
at this tough-audience house. 

Two other sock acts, one good, 
and one fair made up a better than 
average bill. After house ballet took 
the curtain. raiser. Al Bottoroff 
grabbed the stage with his trick bi- 
cycle riding, but the grab was of 
the slow motion variety. and the act 
didn’t really get started. Has sev- 
eral good tricks. and Bottoroff him- 
self could be a very funny man. but 
the meat of the act needs to be 
jammed into a small time, and a few 
more tricks added to it. if it is to 
play in the fast company it has here 
this week. 

Suicide-for-a-giggle acts look upon 
this house as their home. and Ken 
and Ray Paige are certainly deserv- 
ing of a date here. Act is faster 
than most of the stoovge-kill-stooge 
type, and their bit, ‘things which 
can and cannot be done in ~'~es- 
tling.’ would do for even a "tie 
cated audience with a I’ re 
building. 

Flash act is Saul Grauman’s. and 
it’s a dandy. Opens with him in 
front of a wine bottle back drop. 
acting as the mc. introducing 
Sunny Ray and Kay George who do 


& Co., 


giant | 


with | 








a neat tap routine. Another girl 
does a good acrobatic number, and 
it is followed by the first two and 
another tap session. 
full stage discloses the ‘stair-a-tone’ 
novelty. Built up here, with 
Hild Ballet working on additional 
stairways, one on each side of the 
main. Latter is a sevies of 12 stens, 
each of which hes a plate in the 





| different bell t Lights up tov 
of the stens lisht as each note is 
| pleved. Grauman and his girls 
several tuncs in a remarkrble 
by dencing on thecze siens. Finish is 
with the stage dark, showing just 
the lighis on the top of the stairs 
'flashines,. and the radium of 
the dancers worlting as a tune come 
orth. 

Act sets a fast pace for Belle 
Sake:, but she s¢ct a faste 
fr-r F-ank J.ibuse. ard ko takes care 
f it in a big we} Is dvin® his reg- 
ular routine. pieno, te!l girl stooge, 

telephone directory, bie hand end 
all Does o'zay ¢ alw*y geting 

y of bellv euTows end Jeaving 
ice mpoleu Hild Cancers 
th their third routine for the 


ne 


way 


ean 
‘ iG 


Ono 


th 4 
rloce v 
how 

‘Devil's 
Bus:ness 


Ploy: 


excellent 


ound’ f 
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| MET, BOSTON 


Easton, Feb. 18. 

At opening show this week’s stage 
ring a good lineup of 
will imvrsve af- 
‘ mnponent parts are welded 
torethe Judy Canova, with Annie 
and Zeke lead the parade in billing. 
but they do not walk off with all the 
honors. Jn fact smart booking 
surrounding acts saves the day, 
although the show is a bit topheavy 
on hoofines, 


like 


thet 


looks 
ainmeunt 


Oil€ 
ent 1 


r rm ¢ 


ol 


Switch then to | 


the | 


center, when stepped on, produces a | 


do | 


Production end rates special nod | 
this wee'ls: and one number, “Sym- | 
rhony of Light” stands out as about 
ithe best bet in the show. Line of 
12 girls open in full Stage doing 
|modern arm and leg worl: in blac's 


silhouctte against 
| lighted from behind. 


colored panels 
After a sample 
of this they step down to the apron, 
while behind them drops a_ blank 
curtain. Continuing their moderne 
squirmage the girls’ forms are pro- 
jected onto this screen-like drop in 
colored silhouette by vari-hued spots 
from the foots. Effect is beautiful 
in the $3.30 sense. Finele has six 
|costumed lads on terraced steps up- 
| stage beatine prop kettle drums, and 
between them are two girls gyrating 


jagainst a circular shadow box. 
| Musical background is an effective 


bolero buildup. For an outstanding 
livhting-production job—take a bow, 
Leo Morgan. Opening line number 
in Spanish theme and closing Nip- 
ponese number both excellent as to 
routines and costuming. 


| 

| Latter sets tempo for the Royal 
|Uyeno troupe, a flashy, oft-sensa- | 
tional circus act of Jap acrobats 


clever with their feet. Three ground 
men toss, catch and roll their part- 
ners throughout a series of exciting 
tricks that include’ breath-taking 
dives, triple catches and neat feet-to- 
feet tosses. One of the boys dons 
a rubber head piece and “walks” up 
a flight of stairs on his head. Ace 
showmanship, flash costuming and 
rapid-fire continuing all combine to 
make this an ideal show closer. 
Judy Canova and company take 
next-to-shut spot for a mess of hill- 
billy nonsense and whining of back- 
woods ditties. It is disconcerting to 
watch a capable comedienne feel her 
way through an opening show, but 
that is apparently what Miss Canova 
was doing here. Her only real sock 
was a solo of ‘Music Goes Round’ 
with some tricky, comic yodels 
mixed into a cute arrangement. A 
letter reading bit pancakes; a piano 
solo by Annie registers okay; 
most of Zeke’s gags hit home, 
but there are too few of these. 
Canova awkward posturings§ are 
sure-fire, but the customers wanted 
a little more for their money. 
Donatella Brothers and Carmen 
look smart in the trey. Double- 
jointed girl twists and double twists 
while the boys play accordians on 
either side. Boys do an okay duet 
for Carmen’s costume change, then 
she introduces dad, who, she says, 
is the only shepherd horn player on 
the American stage. Mama is then 
given a chance to show what she 
can do with the tambourine. Ma 
and pa are both hot in their respec- 


tive lines, justifying the parental 
dragout by the youngsters. Carmen 
also solos a rhythm tap. In all, a 


great help to the show. 

‘arlton Emmy clicks in the deuce 
with his trained dogs. Rex Weber, 
in comic garb, vocals five or six 
numbers with lazy gestures, of which 
the best is an Englishman’s parody 
of ‘Old Black Joe.’ Dismal closer is 
‘Brother Spare a Dime,” capably 
sung. Listening to this old pickle is 
like sitting in an electric chair on a 
visit through the pen. It isn’t bad 
if you can forget the awful senti- 
ment behind it. 

Too long at the opening, the show 
was cut 20 minutes next time around. 
Picture: ‘Green Light’ (WB). Fox. 





Sylvia Froos’ Sister 

Betty Froos, sister of Sylvia Froos, 
opened at Boo Boo Hof’s 1214 Club 
in Philly Monday (22) night for 
break-in of new act. Then goes to 
Mayfair, Boston. 

Formerly used name of Betty 
Frasier. 








Cleveland, Feb. 19. 
Brought in by Nat Holt as an extra 
| attraction to supplement ‘Park Ave- 


nue’ Al Trahan pulls’. off his 
| usual thunder-copping stunt to 
he point where it isn’t funny (per- 
scnally) to the regular unit's top- 
hbil.ers. Revue was cut considerably 
"g 9 with lady Yukona Cam- 
eron. Without them it would have 


eoked too so-so for this hordboiled 
stend. As a double aitracticn entire 
show is smart enouch to hit an 
upper-bracket gross. 

Spotting Trahan just one number 
b re the 


fincle crerics a strenge 
f ‘i, an almost indefinable change 
of tempo Clowning pianist has been 
absent for five years from these 
narts, where he usuclly dove-taiied 
into strairht big-time vaude bills. 
Sh » econtrast of h lesit work 
mates every other act suier. Pre- 
ceding comedy one ineluding Jack 
Pe;yper, seem tame, fading into for- 
set-uln efter he stevts henring a 
nicro. And closing nunberv, though 
a nect flash, becomes just an anti- 
climax 
Bv 2 coincidence on trst day, Pep- 


per and Trahan duplicaied a gag-line 


about ‘I hope you’se pe osle aypre- 
ciate the higher forms of entertain- 
ment.” with latter gettine the only 
heavy lauvths on it. Jtet en ilustra- 
Lion of how perzoneliiy counts. 


All and his Lady Yukona deliber- 


ately run through all their well- 
known bits. Their theory is they've 
been away so long that their classics 
will und as fresh as a Roosevelt 


penny to young generation, which is 
exactly hew it’s taken. His expert 
horsenlay on keyboard and heckling 
of wife’s prima donna travesty are 
still instant house-warmers. Gag of 
pretending to adjust an imaginary 
toupee is a new one that socks the 
old-timers. 

Complete bill runs 75 minutes, but 
not too long and never dragfy. 
Chorus opener with nude on pedestal 
might be shortened a bit for sharper 
effect. Pepper m.c.’ing is okay, al- 
thourh he edits quite a lot of fast 
balcony repartee with two stooges, 
Sammy Cantor and Jack Leonard, 
Latier should get some newer imper- 
sonations, although his elephantine 
slanstick gives color to neat acro- 
batics of Maxello Bros. 

Like most ef the unit, two May- 
fields and Virginia aren't originally 


hot in their apache-adagio tossing, 
but they do it with colorful compe- 
tence. Ditto for Janet Reed's toe- 


tans as well as for Burfis and White. 
‘Heed Over Hee!« in Love’ (GB) is 
pic, alightcombof * Lent. Pullen, 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


No outstander in the Embassy 
lineup this week, although the bill 
can be said to cover the newsfront 
efficiently. Lead clip shows F.D.R, 
facing Pathe cameras at Lincoln 
birthday honorings, with terse edi- 
torial wordage anent the Supreme 
Court issue followed by Alf Landon 
speaking against changes in the N. Y. 
Another shot of the President is 
Par’s excellent coverage of the Far- 
ley dinner, with humorous byplay 
scoring. Good Metro clips are those 
of England's George VI riding in 
state and christening of the Duke of 
Kent's child. Also some effective 
coverage of the Eucharistic congress 
in Manila. 


Universal’s contribs to the current 
bill include Ambassador Davies’ ar- 
rival in Russia; a flood in Venice, 
Cal.; state guardsmen patroling 
strike areas.in Indiana and battle 
fleet maneuvers as a warning to 
Spain. Fox provides a number of 
interesting clips, including sport 
items involving race horses, skate 
racing. sailfishing, iceboats, the Davis 
Cup tennis draw and Dizzy Dean. 
Also a pair of Lew Lehr’s hoke bits, 
Paramount supplies scenes of snow- 
bound sheep in Utah rescued by 
government herders; a freak storm 
battering the fashionable coasts of 
Monte Carlo and Nice; Trotsky in 
Mexico, meeting at the N. Y. Hipp 
and demonstrations by Lenin ad- 
herents in Moscow; a military parade 
in Tokyo and the new W. K. Vane 
derbilt private luxury airliner in the 
south. 

Metro chips in shots of Mussolini 
attending a pair of family weddings 
in Rome and other Italian scenes re- 
vealing Lindbergh meeting Gen. 
Balbo. Also Lindy and his wife 
taking off in a streamlined plane. 
Universal presents a new one-blade 
propeller as its aviation bit and 
peeks at the framework of the Hin- 
denburg’s sister ship at Fricdrich- 
shafen. Pathe eulogizes the ailing 
Dr. Dafoe with shots of the doe and 
the quints. Another Pathe item of 
interest is Governor Frank Murphy, 
auto strike hero, receiving a medal 
at an American-Irish historical so- 
ciety dinner. Dallas blondes have 
their own sit-down strike in the 
Mayor’s office via Universal, which 
also presents an inventor showing a 
Goldbergian cigarette lighter that 
promotes laughs, 

Science is served by a lab shot of 
a new fog and smoke dispelling ex- 
periment (Metro) and some Golden 
Glove aspirants take a beating in a 
lively Pathe clip. Program also con- 
tains a r.r. wreck, icebergs, snow- 
drifts, trick seals and monks and a 
fire. Bill concludes with the latest 


issue of RKO’s ‘March of Time.’ 
Rowl. 
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The New York Theatre Press 
Agents is the name of the new or- 


ganization formed at a meeting Sun- 
day (21) at the Algonquin hotel, 
N. Y.. by the publicity people of 
the legit theatre. One of the objec- 
tives of the p.a.’s is a contract with 
the managers,. the instrument to 
establish minimum salaries. It is 
likely, too, that a limit will be placed 


on the number of attractions any 
one p.a. may handle, unless pro- 
duced by the same manager. 

The NYTPA membership will be 
closed to agents engaged with Broad- 
way attractions, a proposal to include 
men who principally work with road 


shows being voted out. By holding 
down the membership to New York- 


ers it is believed the association will 


be more effective. Explained that 
the problems of Broadway show 
agents are entirely different than 
those of advance men. P.a’s who 
occasionally go in advance will, of 
course, be eligible. 

It was expected that there would 


be ructions at the formation meeting 
because some press agents favored 
joining the Ad Writers Guild which 
aims to unionize or affiliate with the 
Newspaper Writers Guild. The 
Broadway p.a.’s, however, failed to 
see how they have anything in com- 
mon with commercial press agents, 


present Sunday who favored 


guild idea apparently changed their 


tion and by-laws, 
The proponents of the new 
ization proposed a 


organ- 
resolution, said 


not to attend any other 
press agents in other groups 
the NYTPA’s election of 
This move was taken with the idea 
that none present would be per- 
suaded from sticking with the new 
organization. 

Whether the NYTPA will have an 
affiliate or not will be decided later 
but there will be no connection with 


until 


(Continued on page 64) 


DECISION ON ‘DEAD END’ 


Decision on the $2,000,000 plagiar- 


ism suit brought by Edna Buckler, 
playwright aad scenarist, against | 
Sidney Kingsley and Norman Bel 


Geddes, author and producer of play 
‘Dead End,’ current at the Belasco, 
N. Y., is expected to be handed down 
today (Wednesday) by Federal Judge 
John M. Woolsey. Miss Buckler tes- 
tified at the trial of the action yes- 


been lifted from her own theme and 
character which she used in her 
production, ‘Money.’ 
accounting and injunction to restrain | 


Menges, attorney for Random House, 
the publishers, 
Miss Buckler said she had authorized 
her attorney, the late Joseph P. 
Bickerton, Jr., to submit her manu- 
script to Kingsley. 

Kingsley on the stand said he had 
never met the plaintiff nor heard of | 
her play, ‘Money’; that he had never 
seen Bickerton until more than a 
year after his play had been pro- | 
duced and the present suit instituted. 

Under cross-examination Kingsley 
admitted he had been threatened 


was begun. Kingsley was asked 
whether Frederick Irving Anderson, 
author of a story entitled, ‘Dead 
End,’ which appeared in the Satur- 
day Evening Post, had not threatened 
him with a suit. He replied that a 
Hollywood publication had _ stated 
that his play and Anderson's story 
were similar, but that the Drama- 


tists’ Guild had decided otherwise. 


Western Professor Wins 


Salt ‘Leke City. Feb. 23. 
A. Coutts, drama instructor 
at the University of South Dakota 
a native Utahen, was awarded a 
$2,500 fellowship in an amateur play- 
writing contest sponsored by the Bu- 
reau of New Plays. 


Wesley 


Coutts is the author of numerou 
religious plays presented by local 
Latter-day Saints church (Mormon) 
wards. 


_ 
| Another ‘Ladder’? 
| eft 


Broadway's Legit Press Agents 
Organize; No Road Show Members - 


—_ 








Edgar B. Davis, who pro-— 
duced ‘The Ladder’ and ran it 
more than.a vear on Broadway 
without charging admission, is 
reported his way to 
other fortune. About 
Davis brought 
and estimated his 
at $20,000,000. His 
bad turn however, 
after a deal with Standard Oil 
fell through. 

Dav known as the great- 
of wildcatters among oil 
He is located at San An- 
Texas. 


on an- 
two 
in a 


new 


oil 
years 

gushet 
holdings 


took a 


ago 


af- 
fairs 


iS 1s 
est 

men. 
tonio, 


‘WHITE HORSE INN’ NUT 
DROPPED TO $25,060 


Operating cost of ‘White Horse 
Inn,’ Center, N. Y., has been re- 
duced about $5,000 and the show can 
now break even on a gross of $25,000 
weekly. It easily exceeded that fig- 
ure last week. 

The ensemble was reduced by 19 
persons and six men were cut from 














space buyers and agency men. Those | the 


minds and voted in temporary com- | 
mittees which will write a constitu- 


‘Lloyd No!an Augments 


to have been unanimously adopted, | 
to the effect that all present agreed | 
meetings of | 
officers. | Equity’s 
| to 
|The total suspensions for that: rea- 

| son has mounted above the 30 mark 

well | 


SUIT EXPECTED TODAY 


terday (Tuesday) that the play ‘had | 


She asks for an } 


and pix. Samuel Goldwyn is cur- 
rently preparing to film it. 
Under questioning by Horace 


another defendant. | 


with suits before the present action | 


$2,500 Play Fellowship 


the orchestra. Another revision was 
rental item and instead of a 


the | minimum of $3,000 to the house, it 


is now $1,500. House end calls for 


sel, 
| George Burns, 


i 


| al., 


CQMICS’ HEADACHE 


‘Glory’ Sponsors Sued by Grisman- 
Kirkland 


The $20,000 bankroll supposed to 
| have been in back of Glory For All, 
| Ltd., Inc., which means George Jes- 
Jack Benny, Bert Wheeler, 
Kalmar and Ruby, et 
may still be used up, although 


| ‘Glory For All’ played but one week 


oy 
' (in 
| for 


| two 
| have been 


ford, 


| 


a sliding scale share of the takings. 





Equity Suspensionists Lawrence Riley’s 


| ance’ 
| don, 


Lloyd Nolan has 
bad boy 
the 


been added to 
list for refusing 


join Screen Actors’ Guild. 


|}and includes a number of 
knowns who must secure reinstate- 
ment before »ppearing on the legit 
| Stage and must pay fines at the rate 
| of $100 yearly. 
| In its monthly house organ Equity 
| declares suspension for 
serious offense. Membership in 
the Guild is obligatory for legiters 
because of Equity’s working agree- 
ment with the Screen Guild. Actors 
association warns the recalcitrants 
| that it will become increasingly dif- | 
| ficult to obtain good standing and 
| that at the rate the Guild is gaining 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| characters. 


Philadelphia) and then closed 
repairs, the red being around 
$12,000. Sam Grisman and Jack 
Kirkland are suing the corp. be- 
cause the show failed to open at 
their 48th St. theatre, N. Y., where it 
was booked. 

The all-comedian-backed produc- 
tion by not onening caused a loss to 
the theatre, its operators claim, and | 
a technical sum of $10,000 is sought | 
as damages. They state that, after 
the booking was made, offers for | 
other attractions were declined. 
Show was to have played the house 
on straight sharing terms which 


| means it would have stayed at least 


notice would not | 
the end of the | 
the gross was | 


House man- | 


weeks since 
given at 
first week, granting 


under the stop limit. 


agement therefore seeks recovery for 


at least the amount of the rent plus | 
some necessary expense items, indi- 
cating less money than mentioned in 
the complaint would be satisfactory. | 
Service was made on Robert Mil- 
representing the backers. 





‘Appearance’ Overseas; 


Greene-Cochran Combo, | 


Dot Mackaill Stars’ 


Luther Greene, in association with 





| spite the fact that five productions 


eee 


Daughter’ Shunned by Showman 
Before Clicking on Broadway 





Things to Worry About 


Rome, Feb. 12. 

VarRIETY publication of b.o. 
grosses for ‘Show Is On’ led an 
Italian paper to a comparison 
of returns by theatres in Rome 
and New York. Point was 
made that a piece like ‘Show 
Is On’ could gross in less than 
two weeks in New York that 
it takes one of the Italian com- 


panies here its entire eight- 
month theatrical season to 
garner. 

Discrepancy, paper com- 


mented, is too immense, 


CHI. GROUP THEATRE 
EXITING FOR SEASON 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Chicago Group Theatre’ which, 
last year, had a five months’ run of 
‘The Old Maid,’ may have to drop 
out of the field for the present, de- 











are scheduled for the coming sea- 
son. Organization is unable or un- 
willing to pay the prices asked by 
theatre managers for their houses, 
and there being few to choose from 
during the present shortage of legit 
houses. 

Studebaker and the Civie are the 


.s 





only theatres not now _ occupied, | 
|four being used by the WPA, and 
the other four doing business on 
legit and musicals. Studebaker in- 


Charles B. Cochran, will present 
‘Personal Appear- 
at the St. James theatre, Lon- 
on April 11. Dorothy Mackaill 
will star in the Gladys George role. 
All-American company 
for London on March 
Greene. Two minor roles 
cast in London to fill 


will sail | 
10 
will 
required 12 


with | 
be | 


| renter 


| is English, this will be her first stage 
|; appearance there. She just com- 
| pleted a film for British Interna- | 
| tional. 


such cause | 
{of Greene, 


strength a trend to ‘continue indef- | 


initely to ignore it’ might result in 


| pictures.’ 
| Equity 
|} apply for reinstatement to the ac- 
tors association, they will be re- 
; quired to be okayed by or settle | 
| with the Guild since the agreement | 
| that neither can 
| ments of players in bad standing in 


further production of the play, stage | either organization. 





| 
Gaynor or Bennett 
As Sub in ‘Stage Door’ 


Although the closing of ‘Stage 
Door’ is tentatively set for March 20 
at the Music Box, N. Y., the Kauf- | 
| man-Ferber comedy may continue 
through the season. Margaret Sul- 
|lavan who is withdrawing from the 
| show because of impending mother- 


| ‘endangering their careers in motion | 


also warns when holdouts | 


| he had the right to leave ‘On Your 
| between the two bodies stipulates | 
make reinstate- | 





} 


| hood is expected to appear until an- | 


| missed. 


Harold E. Horowitz, 


BOLGER OK’D TO STEP 





representative 
sailed for London today 
(Wednesday) to complete negotia- 
tions. Play is considered a likely 
attraction for the coronation period. 


| formances at the Vanderbilt. 


| hearsal 
Although Miss Mackaill | 
| 


sists upon nothing less than a three- 
months lease for the Group, refus- 
irt even to think about opening up 
for a two weeks’ tryout. Civic The- 
atre is asking $1,250 per week, the 
to staff the house himself, so 
it looks like a case of pay or drop 
out for the Group. 

Intended putting ‘Angel’ into re- 
next week, but unless the | 
situation is cleared up, 
have to be can- 


housing 
everything may 
celled. 


FOUR PLAYS EXIT 








Four shows are on Broadway’s 
exit list, two having been abruptly 
withdrawn last Saturday. One was 
‘London Assurance,’ a revival which 
was panned and lasted but four per- | 
The 
other was ‘Tide Rising’ which closed 
at the 44th Street after four mild | 


| wecks, two of which were piay-d at 


OUT OF ‘TOES’ FOR PIC 


Two arbitrations were completed | 
_ last week, one having to do with Ray 
| Bolger claim that under his contract 


Toes’ March 20 to start a Hollywood 


commitment for Metro. Actor agreed || 
to continue another two weeks, and 
he will bow out of ‘Toes,’ touring, 
April 3. Bolger’s contract stipulated 
his privilege to withdraw on the 
earlier date, but riders tended to be- 
cloud other clauses. 

Minor case decided also 
claim of Lucille Beaumont, a 
member, who was in 
Lights,” Mansfield, N. 
hearsing for several 
tress was taken ill and did not report | 
for six days. She insisted on appear- 
ing on the opening night, Jack Cur- 


was a 
junior 
Y. After 


re- 


| tis, who produced the show, nixing 
that idea, but promising that she 


could play if further 
When she demurred the girl was dis- 
Her claim for $50 was dis- 
allowed. 


Great Neck Ambulance 


|other lead is rehearsed. 

Understood that Janet Gaynor has 
' been chosen to succeed Miss Sulla- | 
van, in private life Mrs. Leland Hey- | 
ward. Another coast name, Joan 
Bennett, is also mentioned for the 
part. 


Treasurer’s Benefit 


Crosses Almost $12, 000 raising a fund for the ale eas 


New Amsterdam, N. Y., dark most 
iof this season, was relighted Sun- 
day (20) especially for the annual 
benefit show of the Treasurers Club. 
‘attendance being the strongest in 

ears The affair grossed nearly 
312.909 between the ticket sale and 
programs, procecds to go to the 
wreaniz ) ick and burial fund. 

There was a collation back stage 
after the ih a number of 
}Oout-ol-town b 1 men in at- 
‘ten la we. 


| 
| 


As Hazzard Memorial 


Residents of Great Neck, L. I., are 


securing an ambulance as a memorial 
to the late John E. (Jack) Hazzard 
Theodore J. White of the village 


who sponsored the comedian during 


rehearsed. | 





| 


‘Behind Red | 


weeks the ac: | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
' 





' in season, 


the several years of illness, is in} 
charge of the movement. 

The ambulance will be completely 
equipped for all kinds of emergency 
treatment and will be available at all 
times for any physician in the sec- 
tion. Cost is estimated around $7,509, | 
which sum will be raised by dona- | 

}tions and a ball to be held aj the | 
Lakeville Country Club. 


| den). 


the Lyceum. 





‘And Now Goodbye’ was closed at | 
the Golden (Masque) Tuesday (23) | 
night. Play drew a mixed press and | 
only modest grosses, during its three 


| weeks plus two-three performances. ! 





‘AND NOW GOODBYE’ 

Opened Jan. 2, ’37. Opinions 
were strictly against this one’s 
chances. Anderson (Journal) 
called John Golden’s drama ‘too 
dreary.’ 

VARIETY 
tionable.’ 


(Ibee) said: ‘Ques- | 











Another definite withdrawal is ‘An 
Enemy of the People, a _ revival 
aimed for the road (Walter Hamp- 


It was limited to two weeks 
at the Hudson. 


——— 


Canton Tries Legit 

Canton, O., Feb. 23, 

First legit here in more than five | 
years is due at the old Grand Opera 
House, March 5 and 6, when ‘To- | 
bacco Road’ with Taylor Holmes, | 
will be presented for three perform- | 
ances. | 
Bob Burch, lessee 
where a 20-week run of stock bur- | 
lesque recently ended, said this | 
booking was made as a feeler. and 
if the b.o. draw warrants, other 
road shows will be booked for later 


| 


of the house | 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Kent Smith, Morgan Farley, Rob- | 
ert Harris, ‘Candida,’ 
Tenen Holtz, Bob Lewis, Stuart 

Casey, ‘His Excellency.’ 
Francesca Bruning, ‘Sun Kissed.’ 
Joseph Michael Dowling, Vaughan 
‘laser, Roland Bottomley, Austin 
Fairman, Herbert Warren, Fraye 
Gilbert, Mary McCormick, William 


B. Friedman, ‘Once Upon a Time.’ 


; weeks’ 


| duction 
| May 14-17. 

| ence Rivers, 
| banks’ opening 
| Circle,’ 


) SOrs. 


| Board as a result of her 


local sho. 


Legit show business is constricted 
and may never reach the proportions 
of the boom seasons, but it is run- 
ning true to form in the matter of 
managerial judgment. Broadway's 
newest hit “Yes, My Darling Daugh- 


ter,’ under the title of ‘All About 
Love,’ was kicked around by at least 
three other producers before it 
reached the hands of Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr. 


Crosby Gaige first had the script 
and liked it, going so far as to select 
the leading players. He needed back- 
ing however, and asked the Shuberts 
to become associated in the presenta- 
tion. Milton Shubert, however, did 
not okay the cast suggestions and 
proposed getting London leads. The 
two feminine leads suggested by 


Gaige are appearing in the show at 
the Playhouse, N. Y., however, they 
being Lucile Watson and Peggy 
Conklin. 

‘Daughter’ was turned down also 
by the young managerial team of 
Pearson and Baruch and by William 
A. Brady who operates the Play- 
house, Understood the show is guar- 


anteeing the theatre, latter end par- 
ticipating in the takings over a cer- 
tain mark. 


ANNE NICHOLS SUES 
JONES ON 56 CHECK 


An extended hearing in the matter 
of a $5,000 bouncing check 
Anne Nichols for an interest in ‘Hey 
Diddle Diddle’ by Martin Jones, was 
conducted before Magistrate Katz in 
the West 54th street court, N. Y. The 
magistrate continued the case, order- 
ing another summons, because Miss 
Nichols’ name was not attached to 
the complaint. 

Frederick E. Goldsmith, 
Miss Nichols, will ask for a discon- 
tinuance in the magistrates’ court 
and plans to sue civilly for recovery. 
Actual defendant will be the Vandol- 
mar Corp., in which Jones is inter- 
ested and which operates the Van- 
derbilt theatre, N. Y. Check which 
failed to clear because of uncollected 
funds was made out in the corpora- 
tion’s name. 

Deal whereby Jones was to have 
bought in on ‘Diddle’ called for him 
investing $7,500, and that is the 
amount which the suit will seek. 
Show, which is laying off, may reach 
the Broadway boards soon. 


given 


acting for 





Adams Set to Stage 
Two Campus Legits 


Schenectady .N. Y., Feb. 23 

Bruce Adams has arrived in 
Schenectady to direct the final three 
rehearsal of the Union Col- 
lege Mountebanks' production of 
‘Winterset,’ to be presented March 
12-14. 

He also has been engaged to stage 
‘The Wind and the Rain,’ final pro- 
of the season, slated for 
Miriam Doyle, of Laur- 
Inc., put on the Mounte- 
piece, ‘Squaring the 
last November. 


Philly ‘Mulatto’ Defender 
Reinstated by Mayor 

Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
Mrs. Upton Favorite has been re- 
instated as a member in good stand- 
ing of the city’s Board of Play Cen- 
Announcement was made very 
quietly late Saturday afternoon (20) 

from the Mayor's office. 

Mrs. Favorite was asked by Mayor 
S. Davis Wilson to resign from the 
criticism of 





| his action in banning a local engage- 


ment of ‘Mulatto,’ skedded for the 
Locust. In an interview with the 
press, Mrs. Favorite declared she 
thought the Mayor unfair in allowing 
Jack Linder to bring his show into 
town and spend considerable advance 


money and then to close the show 
The Mayor was much provoked ind 


when 


Mrs. Favorite attended a pr't- 
vate showing of ‘Mulatto’ and cast 
her vote with two others of the cen- 


sor board as well as three specially- 
selected judges, the Mayor threw h 
vote out. 


With it, the vote had been 3-5 59 
that the cancelling of her vote al- 
lowed Mayor Wilson to finally and 
definitely ban ‘Mulatto’ as far as a! 


Ving. 
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HOWARD'S TOUR 
ENDS MARCH 6 
ON THE COAST 


Leslie Howard's ‘Hamlet.’ now in 
its second week in San Francisco, 
will close after another week during 
which coast one-nighters will be 
played. While the actor-manager’s 
tour has been successful, the attrac- 
tion will wind up in the red for 
about $25,000. 

The star backed himself, produc- 
tion approximately costing $75,000. 
Pricr to Broadway, ‘Hamlet’ earned 
back around $18,000 playing Boston 
and Philadelphia. The Broadway 
date at the Imperial was something 
of. a disappointment, following criti- 
cal press comment not flattering to 
Howard. 

While Howard’s ‘Hamlet’ drew 
moderate grosses in N. Y., reaction 
to the notices and comparison with 
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John Gielgud, actually ‘made’ the 
latter’s ‘Hamlet,’ presented by Guth- 
rie McClintic. Attendance for the 
latter attraction jumped to capacity 
and the attraction went on to estab- 
lish a new record for that Shake- 
spearean drama on Broadway. It | 
moved from the Empire to the St. 
James, where the date was extended 
twice. 

Upon the closing of ‘Hamlet,’ | 
Howard will report to the Warners 
lot to fulfill a film contract with the 
firm. 


Theatre Seeks Coin 
As ‘Be So Kindly’ 


Backers Retreat. 


Richard Aldrich and Richardson 
Myers, socialite showmen, abruptly | 
withdrew from ‘Be So Kindly’ which 
failed to relight at the Little, N. Y., 
Monday (15) last week, and the 
theatre, operated by Anne Nichols, | 
seeks the sum of $4.900 from them. 

Play which was first called ‘In 
Gold We Trust’ was presented by 
Hope Lawder and Robert Skinner, 
with Aldrich & Myers associated 
producers. Billing had the latter 
names over that of the former. 
Aldrich & Myers assured the theatre 
management that they would be 
responsible for the finances, but after 
lamping the statements on the single 
week’s business, appeared to lose 
interest in the show. 

‘Kindly’ got $1.400 on the week. 
Booking was to have been for three 
weeks; house to get at least $2,000 
weekly. Claim against Aldrich & | 
Myers is for two weeks at the figure 
plus $900 which the attraction was 
shy on the first week. 

It was a first managerial venture | 
by Miss Lawder, actress and script | 
reader, and Skinner. connected with | 
the Washington, D. C. Civic Theatre. | 

Aldrich & Myers have produced | 
three plays recently. all having 
closed. Shows were ‘Aged 26,’ ‘Tide 
Rising,’ which was withdrawn from | 
the 44th St. N. Y., Saturday (20) | 
after a short engagement and ‘The | 
Meal Ticket,’ which was brought | 
back to New York after trying out | 
in Philadelphia last week. 

‘Ticket. written by Herman J. | 
Mankiewicz, is annouriced to debut | 
on Broadway next Sept. 20. Author 
has returned to Hollywood, where 
he will revise the script. 


Easton Feels Shighted — 
By Detouring Legit 


Easton, Pa.. Feb. 23. 
Letters are pouring in to local 
newspapers asking why legit shows 


are passing up Easton. Most letters 
speak of good old days when two 


and three legit companies visited this 
city weekly and mention famous 
actors who appeared here. 

Some letters urge the organization 
of WPA dramatic club and have 
promised support to such a project. 
Strong little theatre movement is 
‘lso urged for this section, 


| last week 


| guarantee, few appeared willing to 


| Carnegie Tech Play May 




















NOW TALLULAR 
HAS THE BARD 
UG 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 23. 

Broadway successes this season of 
Gielgud in ‘Hamlet’ 
Evans in ‘Richard II’ has given 
lulah Bankhead the Bard bug, too, 
she told newspapermen here last 
week. For her debut in Shakespeare, 
star said she plans to do ‘Antony 
and Cleopatra,’ although she admit- 
ted that it would probably be a 
couple of years before she got 
around to it. 

Actress further stated 
like to have Brian Aherne for her 
leading man in this one, although 
latter hasn’t yet been approached. 

Miss Bankhead’s plans for next 
season still indefinite. Shuberts sent 
on ‘Mrs. Aphra Behn,’ by Eleanor 
Holmes Hinkley, for her to read here 
and she said she was in- 
terested in the restoration comedy 
as a Broadway possibility, although 
John C. Wilson wants her to do her 
current vehicle, ‘Reflected Glory,’ in 
London this fall. 


and Maurice 
Tal- 


that she'd 


EQUITY SIDESTEPS 


‘LUTCHINUSKA’ CASE 


The proposed Russian revue called 
‘Lutchinushka’ assumed an undeter- 
mined status early this week. Plan | 
is to use Muscovite players and sing- 
ing chorus and in addition a group 
of 12 American girl dancers. Equity 
decided it would have no jurisdic- 
tion over the import and Chorus 
Equity followed suit. 


By that decision Dorothy Bryant 


| of the chorus branch eliminated the 


question of split jurisdiction but she 
sought a bond guaranteeing the 
dancers’ salaries. Such guarantee 
had not been posted up to Tuesday 
(23) and the chorus members were | 
so notified. While Chorus Equity | 
people would be allowed to join the 
show, despite the absence of the 


take a chance. 

In the event Equity girls join the | 
show and jt is stranded, no aid will 
be forthcoming from the association 
unless the bond is filed, with trans- 
portation included. 


Be McClintic-Meredith’s 


Guthrie McClintic is 
interested in ‘God Innis,’ comedy by 
Helen Rovene Williams and George 
B. Dowell. for Burgess Meredith's 
next play. Show was produced Jan. 
16 by Carnegie Tech drama depart- 
ment, Pittsburgh. with an amateur 
cast. 

Meredith is featured in McClintic’s 
production of Maxwell Anderson's 
‘High Tor,’ in its eighth week at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y. Producer hopes 
show will finish season, with possi- 
bility of tour to follow. ‘God Innis’ 
would probably be done in the mid- 
dle of next after Meredith | 
fills picture contract with RKO. 


Understood 


season, 


| Representative Samuel 











FEWER IN ENGLAND 


There are 1,000 British actors ap- 
pearing in varicd amusemenis in 
America, or about twice as many as 
in England. In the lezit field. how- 
ever, there are fewer than last sea- 


son, according to Equity, regardless 
of the attention given the visitors on 
Broadway recently. 

It appears that the succe 
scored by English players over here 
this season, also their failures as 
shown by the applications to Equi.y 
for concessions on the 
r-'es, furnished fresh 


alien actor 
reasons for 
Dicksiein to 
haul out his pet bill in Washincton. 


According to Equity’s figures, 


there are 49 Britishers working in 
the legit at present, as 


1 
against 5 
last season. In 1929 there were 13 
English players over here in 
However, there were more. tian 
twice the number of attractions on 
the boards and on a percentage basis 


there is a handy group of Britisners | 


over here. Not included in Equity’s 
figures is the D’Oyly Carte opera 
troupe of about 60, but, so far as the 
association such imports are 
rated as uniis and noi figured to op- 


goes, 





D. C. Hearings 


While 
favor of 


Equity has been in 
the Dickstein anti- 
alien actors’ bill—although 
Frank Gillmore admitted it 
should be subject to certain 
modifications—the aimuseinent 
business and the Washington, 
D. C., solons look upon it as a 
dead duck now. Hearings are 
slated to be resumed today 
(Wednesday), but it’s generally 
conceded that the bill will die 
in session. 

Films, concert, radio and 
other branches of the show biz, 
apart from legit, have appeared 
at committee hetrings to pre- 
sent their reasons why there 
should be no embargo on talent. 
Full details on page three of 
this issue. 











pose American attractions, nor do 

they offer engagements which could 
be filled by Equity members. 
200 Resident Britons 

Not included in Equity’s alien list 

either are the resident alien British- 

ers of which there are around 200. 


| ft is estimated that the bulk of the 
| English contingent 


It was stated last week at a Dick- 
stein bill hearing that 61 English 
players are under contract in Holly- 
wood but there was no mention of 
the fact that around 


| ° 
| sionally in picture making. The bal- 


ance of the visiting players are in 
radio, night clubs and other amuse- 
ments. 

At the Washinston hearing it was 
mentioned that the English contract 


players are here on visitor’s visas 
but the rules are not supposed to 
permit such persons to accept em- 
ployment over there. Equity doe 
not permit aliens with visitor’ é 
to appear in legit. Time after time 
English actors over here with such 


passports have been detected in casis 


and forced out. Only aliens here 
under the quota or brought over 
under contract are allowed to tol: 
stage engagements under’ Equity 
rules. 

Difference in the number of 
American players n England as 
against the Briiishers over here 
readily explained. England cannot 
absorb as many alien actors, par- 


REGHETEMATE 


RITISH ACTOR 


pe ae ae 
British Retaliation | 
sisnceasiinas " 
British Equity will soon 5 
adopt alien actor rules along 
the same lines as Equity’s. DY | 
American players and other i 
aliens will be nicked for a per- ily 4 s Us 
centage of their salaries. Up to 
now aliens have been required 
to pay 3ritish Equity one 
pound sterling for each engage- Esuity, Supplying Figures, 
ment in legit shows 
Equity installed its alien States That, a Season Ago, 
actor rules in 1932. Aliens are the Number Was Greater 
required to pay 5% of salaries a ‘ 
ce onl ta A payment be- —Mostly in Legit—Also 
ing $10. Managers are required : : Zs 
to extract the coin and remit pn Holywood, Radio, Nite 
to Equity. : Clubs, Etc. ‘ 


=, sie 





y’ IN 





< 


VARIETY 





FLU 





ritish Players Seek Securiiy 
To Act Here, With Citizen Papers, 


If Dicstein Bill Coes Through 





HARRIS IN ‘CANDIDA’; 
THEN HE MUST LEAVE 


Robert Harris, English actor who 
played the lead in ‘Aged 26,’ which 
had a brief engagement on Broad- 
way, will appear in ‘Candida’ which 
Katharine Cornell is readying, al- 
though he will not be permitted to 
accept another legit engagement ove! 


here before one year after the show 
Lops. 

Actor appealed to Equity wh» had 
granted a concession on the six 


months’ lapse for aliens, claimin« 
the one year period was too severe 
a restriction because ‘Candida’ would 
be a part-time engagement. It is to 
be played three times weekly. Equity 
replied it would not chance the rul- 
ing but Harris, regarding it as an 
important appearance, decided to re- 
main with Miss Cornell's company. 


“elgud, Departing, 
Says He Never Wants 
To Play Hamlet Again 


legit. } 


Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 

John Gielgud, who two months 
ago broke John Barrymore's record 
of 101 consecutive performances of 
Hamlet, said he never again wanted 
to play the part when the show 
closed in Philly Saturday (20) night 

Despite the fact that he's 
youngest to achieve star 
Gielgud, said he feels he is 
too old for the role.’ 


the 
billing, 


‘getting 


‘I believe most of the great Ham- 
lets have been over 40, he de- 
|clared, ‘many have been over 50, 
'and some, I understand, have played 
|Hamlet at 70. It’s an admirable 
| thing to do, but it isn’t right. Ham- 
|} let is a young man in his twenties, 
and I feel that at 32 I am already 
too old.’ 


Gielgud left Philly for N. Y. and 
thence to England. He hopes to re- 
turn to America, he said, with a 
company alternating with ‘Macbeth,’ 
‘Chekhov’s ‘Uncle Vanya’ and ‘The 
School for Scandal.’ 

Gielgud is definitely 
Holly woodward. 


not headed 


‘Charles Laughton three years ago 





| you 


is in Hollywcod. | 


500 Britishers | 
| ay : , . sel 
are in Hollywood and are used occa- 


'told me to go to Hollywood for six 
} months, so 


I could earn 
money to indulge my wildest 
of a repertory company, he 
‘But not me. He said you 
take Hollywood or leave it 
could return to it 
you wished—but I 
come back. Perhaps he 
want to, I don’t know. But I do 
know that I should want to and I'm 
afraid I might not be able to.’ 
Playing Hamlet on Broadway in 


ideas 
said. 
could 


whenever 
see he 


opposish to Leslie Howard was very | 


embarrassing, he said, because of 
the unavoidable sense of rivalry. 
Howard never approached him and 
he never approached Howard, since 


| ‘there is a certain amount of vanity 


in every 
miled, 


actor, isn’t there?’ he 


LIBBY HOLMAN’S CONN. HOME 
Hartford, Feb. 23 

Word reaches here that 

Holman Reynolds, low-voiced star 

of musicals, has started construction 


of a $100,000 home in North Mianus, | 


near Greenwich. 


Report says she plans to make her 


nermanent home there House is 
being built close to home of Guy 
Lombardo, and will be of colonial 
tesign. 





ticularly in the film end, because 
not as 
England’s alien actor laws, too, are 
more stringent. There are none 
| here except for the immigration reg- 


ulations and Equity’s rules. 


enough | 


alone, | 


hasn't 
doesn't | 


Libby 


many pictures are made there. 


—_—_____—. 4 


Whether 


adopt 


Washington will 
actor-exclusion act 
Dickstein bill which has 
in committee for years, the 
flurries over 
have had a 
Britishers 


ever 
the known 
the been 
ocCa- 
sional Congressional 


aliens definite 


reaction. 


are starting to take out 
citizenship papers and their chil- 


dren are doing likewise upon reach- 
ing maturity. 

Five 
original 


years after the 


become 


must elapse 
declaration to 
American, as 
England but 
have alreedy 
and will 


against three vears in 
English 


secured 


some play 
papers 
eligible to swear 
citizens It was for- 
fact that most 
here steadfastly 
become citizens 
spent most of their careers 
over here. That is particularly true 
of resident aliens who do not come 
under the restrictions either govern- 
mental or Equity’s. 

Equity has explained its stand on 
the Dickstein measure. 
in favor of the bill 


ers 
second 
soon be 
allegience as 
merlyv a 
British 


refused to 


notorious 
over 


actors 


although 
having 


It came out 


upon occasions 


but recently has changed its atti- 
tude. Frank Gillmore appearing be- 
fore the committee last week. said 


it might interfere with presentations 
at New York’s World’s Fair in 1939 
because foreign artists could be 
barred and unit shows from 
similarly shut out. 

However the real cause of Equity’s 
chense is based on the amendments 
to the bill and the association would 
like to see all such clauses clarified 
before it again okays the proposed 
exclusion act. Managers are against 
the Dickstein bill because it would 
place the Depariment of Labor in 
the guise of being casting agents 
and it would be upon the discretion 
of that department whether an alien 
actor or artist could enter for pro- 
fessional appearances. That persons 
not qualified to pass judgment on 
such pros appears obnoxious to the 
stage and the picture showmen. 

So far as its rules apply, Equity 
consicers itself fully competent to 
| control alien players, who must pay 
a percentage to the association and 
|lay off for six months after each 
engagemcnt. But that only applies 
to the legit and for that reason was 
inclined to favor the Dickstein meas- 
ure. Equity people say that when 
aliens come over for an contracted 


abroad 


engagement, they should return 
|/home and not enter other fields— 


| film, radio and night clubs—because 
| it is likely’ they thereby keep Amer- 
| icans out of such engagements. 

| Eauity too, states it has not grant- 
ed too many exemptions to the six 
| months 'apse rule. Each concecsion 
was warranted it is contended. Rule 
was waived in the cases of Gladvs 
and Frank Lawton. They 
slated for ‘The Rats of Nor- 
way’ but Lawton changed his mind 
and the play will probably be called 
off. 
| short lived ‘Promise.’ Robert Har- 
ris who was in the similarly brief 
| ‘Aged 26’ secured the concession to 
| appear in ‘Candida’but if he appears, 
| will not be again permitted to nlay 
| 
| 


| Cooper 
were 


legit again for a year after ‘Can- 
| dida’ closes. He applied to Equity 
for reconsideration since the revival 


will be short lived and he there- 
fore should not be barred for a 
year. Equity, however. deciared 


that is the way it would have to be. 


. nn 

St. Paul Acoustics NSG 
St. Paul, Feb. 23. 

When balconyites were allowed to 

move downstairs to khear Ruth 

Draper here last week in the thea- 


tre section of the munie aud, indig- 
nation grew hot over the house's 
poor acoustics. Similar squawks fol- 
lowed week's run of ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ the previous week. 

Two experts will be employed 
to determine’ causes _ of faulty 
acoust and suggest remedies A 
cinch that adverse newspaper com- 
ment is bound to affect Katharine 
| Hepburn’s one-night stand in ‘Jane 
leyre’ Me nday (22), 





He came over to appear in the . 
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Plays on Broadway 





‘allowed to do much. Company will 


Having Wonderful Time 





now look to its property with a 
Comedy in three acts ( scenes) by | more kindly eye. Connelly had_no 
ig pototaagge 3 eg id ag |trouble borrowing her from Par. 
Connells . sets Stewart. Chaney; LEB iate | He'll have a lot of trouble keeping 
producer Bela Blau; $3.30 top ($4.40) top her. 
opening). Jules Garfield, opposite, is another 
MacFinkle.....e. seceeceseesees-B. D. Kranz |excellent choice. He is from the 
Tessie. - sietame eect aaa ae de 7 ico ‘"|Group theatre and has shown his 
= stash lana cnabat tata insapteapep tee he Winston | Wares in this type of role previously. 
MUG inwtsciheswipavetnceness lrving Isra There are quite a number of re- 
MAKING. ce eeceeeeeeeeeeneens Henriette Kaye | cruits from the Second Avenue legit, 
Bees s «co cesvebvsees eeended sees Connie tert | among whom Wolf Barzell, Shimen 
Mi cistsy<peeaauaines Ann Dr Ruskin and Juda Bleich are best. | 
Noo i6 ies creo egceeress Mitchell Grays Other support outstanders are Shel- 
ste none gS TIES Natt tte on tia cs yoo don Leonard, Janet Fox and Muriel 
Aly sl adereaubaan Wolfe Bar Campbell. Kau}, 
BOMIMUER... onde cobeetetconecee .Solen hurry -_-——_— . 
EERE ROT ccccwcvrceseseetenve Kdward Mann 
“ae Dn cc os encewdseeseoesodees rs n 1 t MARCHING SONG 
The Vo ( Kare-Free ueanien aces Melodrama in three acts. | Prese 1 at 
Mir ‘obbin ta : Mur ‘ ' the Ba a Feb. 17. '37, by the The 
ch Kessler. émho ? Jul CGarfi itre | ” written by John Howard Law- 
Fay Fromkin Ia ar staged oy Anthor j settings by 
Mr ¢ Owe Stan Hue | Howard Bay; $1.50 top 
Tedd init a tit. + toed Katherine Locke Jenny Russell -eeee- Frieda Altman 
Hen i rs Loise Reichard Pat Dn. 606 40046bd04ebes Charles Kuhn 
ORs dcaldccucéigatucas Herbert Ratner Ciancy ccvecocece Charles Smith 
Joe , a aes onde ee William Sweitland Lucky JoNnnson. ...ccccceseseces Rex Ingram 
TI Honeymooners | Sunshine Sellers..........- Robert Reed 
Herbert Vigran and Sandra Gould Parlez-Vous...... Lester Lonergan, Jr. 
Pinkie Auronson......... -Sheldon Leonard | Blister Haddock............... Walter Beck 
Wiity.. patie ..Lily Winton Teme AARON. nk. du cascwend Gertrude Flynn 
Sam Rappaport........ eoeee- Frank Gould | Mary McGillicuddy.......... Frances Bavier | 
Camp Guests, Waiters, et Helen Ed- | Bridget MeGillicuddy....... Tommi Bissell | 
wards stelle Raymond Laura Win I Mrs. Zilitch : ..Fanva Cherenko 
mnie Ernst, Peggy Craven, Richard Allen Mrs. Malucei Hester Sondergaard 
MacFarlane Roberts, Bob Strau Juanita Minerva BI weceaees+eMaria Coxe 
Bon Prony Heath Pete Russell : eeeee COYOVer Burgess 
anemmeitonens |} Hank MeGillicudd .Alfred Herrick 
? A | Joe Bell .. Joseph Taulane 
They keep telling you (the pro- | woody Rosenbloom..\.........Curt Conway 
ducers) that there is no _ talent ei) a) rn John Huntington 
around. So Marc Connelly bows in | Bill Anderson. ........++++: _-Martin Wolfson 
as a producer on his own for the 9 tor Feiler..... ....Stanley G. Wood 
: : , , SFr re James Macdonald 
first time (in the U. S.; he did one | Tony Malucci.......’...*.. ‘Rin tia Mas 
play in London previously) with a! Brussels Sprouts Lester Lonergan 3d 
first play by a new author and shows | Dopey Belcer. ......Russell Morrison 
off a new name in the ingenue lead, Yow gh Winkle .. Edward eg a 
Katherine Locke. And all three ace ada os ed whee ae 
are probable to have hit. Show won't | Binus.. OCP or etree Manart Kippen 
be a smash, but it should be okay for | Giuseppa Matuevi...........4 Amelia Romano 
a while at pretty good business. And ai = Gurney. s+. . Charlee Smith 
ies wi 1. oe aaenaly iat °° +++-2+>  Remers Barrows 
she’s got all the makings of a real g ; igs 
legit star—if Hollywood doesn’t grab Marching Song’ is a protest or 


her first. 

It seems a shame that Connelly | 
didn’t take this show out on the!" presented by the Theatre Union. a 
road for a while. A week or {wo of | group. of radical actors formerly 
ders for it. Even after almost a full | quartered on 14th street, is consistent 


se sy : | in that all its plays pertain to the 

b fener Mitearae ie deeds niet | downtrodden laboring class. The 
‘ ‘ 5 mes | new play is excellently mounted an 
considerably slowing up the action oe ent unted and 


and handicapping the play’s chances. | the acting is convincing, but that it 


Connelly didn’t stint on produc-| the Union’s draw is_ principally 


| skittles on the side. 


| propaganda play, a capital-labor mel- | 
|} odrama not designed for the average | 
| playgoer. } 


| belongs on Broadway is doubtful, for | 


producer. It is puzzling to fathom 
a reason for this antique braving a 
return visit, except that it might be 
considered a comic valentine. Play 
has been tricked out in some pretty 
canvas scenery and bright costumes, 
but as diversion, in 1937, it is a dud. 

For this revival, first in N. Y. 
since 1910, special lyrics and music 
have been added by Ethel Barry- 
more Colt and Phyllis Flanagan. 
Former figures also as adapter, be- 
sides playing the ingenue lead. Both 
are neat jobs that impress favorably. 

Unlike Boucicault’s ‘After Dark,’ 
hoked in Hoboken recently, this play 
is not one of those villain-still- 
| pursued-her operas. Nary a perfidi- 
|ous gent is on hand to encourage 
mass hissing. Instead, the story is 
content to follow affected, senti- 
mental paths with a bit of mistaken 





identity and mixed romance thrown | 


in for good measure. 


Within five years’ time ‘London 
| Assurance’ will be a century old and 
its period antics will not cause any 
noticeable celebration. It is a play 
that can be laid away permanently, 
as far as today’s audiences are con- 
cerned, 
Cast, in addition to Miss Colt, is no 
better than the occasion demands. 
Douglas Rowland is only fair in the 
| fat part of Sir Harcourt. John Raby 
acts Young Courtly well enough and 
| other roles are projected in rather 
routine fashion by Lewis.L. Russell, 
Henry Vincent, Matthew Smith, Jack 
Harling and Don McClure. Most 
expert in the company is Ellen Love 
who brings a spirited zest to her 
assignment. She shares first honors 
with Miss Colt, whose famous 
mamma was a looker-on at the 
debut. 


Pley was staged by Robert Bell. 


} 


| husband of the producer and Louis 


Kennel rates a nod for the attractive 
decorations, with a suggestion 
two from James Reynolds. 
Limited engagement is all that can 
be hoped for. Too few people go for 
this sort of thing without beer and 
Rowl. 





(Closed Feb. 20 after three days; | 


printed for the record). 


Plays Outof Town 


Toronto, Feb. 22. 


Melodrama in three acts presented by Gil- 





Or | 





'Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 

tion; being a reformed author, if | among downtown East Side groups, | bert Miller at the Royal Alexandra, To- 
only temporarily, he believes in giv- | who generally attend in parties, get- | ae — a a” — : oe pt ot 
ing the writer all the breaks possi- | ting ticket concessions. Admissions | om oe sage Map Bh OE ggg oy eos Rac y Pel 
ble. There are a lot of actors on the | are tax free, because the presenta- | don; staged by Lewis Allen; settings bs 
stage and a lot of scenery. Stewart | tions are not for profit. Raymond Sovey; $2.50 top. 
Chaney, who designed the sets, is a ‘Marching Song’.is enacted within | Nurse Ann...............Helen Trenholme | 
good man for certain kinds of work; | an abandoned factory, setting by a r. Clitterhouse, M.R.C.P....++s 009 
he hasn’t had experience enough | newcomer, Howard Bay, being one | chief inspector Charles. a eee 
with rollers, merry-go-rounds or! of the season’s most striking effects, | Benny Keller..... seeeese Clarence Derwent 
jackknifes. There are long waits be- vividly lighted. There men who are | Pal Green. .......eeeeees cose. Ernest Jay 
tween the scenes of this play which | strikers in a motor car works and are | D8is¥--- +) oes eeeeeee eee gig Re hag ya 
are entirely unnecessary. Also a cou- | not taken back have taken refuge. It | ("A0AMl BAUS sreeeeeee ee Sr ge eee 
ple of the scenes at the opening had | seemed that John Howard Lawson, | Oakie saccoveccecesessAlexander Field | 
to be draped off. ,, | the author, wrote the play prior to | Tue Wilsom................ toss Chetwynd 

Probably the audiences won't) the recent labor agitation in Michi- | ag lag ll dy sizes: Victor Beecroft 
know all that, and won't care. What | gan, for other workers have gone on | ~" ‘Y''*™ Grant. K-C.. Frederic Worlock 
will count to them is that there is a| a sit-down strike in protest. That is | 


lot of comedy and some genuinely | a frequent offstage reference. 
honest action on the stage. The Hatred of workers for strikebreak- 


Brilliantly acted cops-and-robber 
meller, with a touch of Mayfair, got 


stiffness and slowness of the opening | ers and deputies armed with machine | off to a fast pace here and should 


night should disappear in a day or} guns pervades the play. Sometimes 
so and the paying customers should | Lawson is coherent and sometimes 
not be hampered by it. not so clear. He brings in race prej- 
Kober’s play itself is a comedy | udice by introducing a Negro strike- 
hewn closely to the line. There is! breaker from the South who has 
practically no story, but that is not| joined with the unionists. There, too, 
important. It's a wide-canvas | is the justice of eviction, 
analysis of, as one of the characters 
in the play calls them, ‘Bronx hill- | 
billies.’ It is genuine and stirring | 
writing by someone who, very ob- | 
viously, knows whereof he speaks. 
Taking up the many would-be nice 
little persons of second and third 
generation Jews in the U. S., Arthur 
Kober sets them down in a summer | 


objectionable to his bosses, but as an 
example to others. This man had 
not been taken back. 

The particular union in this spot 
|} appears to have been broken down 
and an organizer is in action to rally 
the men and gain the support of 
other unions. He is wanted by the 


camp in the Catskill and lets them | strikebreaking leader. who plans to 

meet up with biology. With the take the man for a ride. But the re- 

usual minor explosions. | organization progresses, and in the 
Teddy Stern is a nice little end the union wins. 

girl. She says, ‘Isn’t that a There is a manv-peopled cast, in- | 


beautiful moon, excuse me for point- | cluding Frieda Altman as an evicted 
ing.” She never would think of | motker, and infant child: Gertrude 
turning her back to someone, in the | Flynn as her sister: Tomrai Bissell 
most crowded of rooms, without| as a militant wife: Martin Wolfson 
saying ‘Excuse my back. She | as the organizer: Grover Burgess as 
works for a living as a stenographer | the evicted worker: Curt Conway as 
and dreams of going to Paris on a) one used to hardship. but light heart- 
honeymoon. And at Camp Kare- | ed; Stanley G. Wood as a police in- 
free, where she goes for a vacation, | sne:tor: Manart Kionen as the tough 
she meets Chic Kessler, who has an | strikebreaker chief; Rex Ingram the 


LL.D., but no job and who is work- | sole colored nlayer, and good: Lester 
ing his way as a waiter in the camp/ Lonergan. Jr.. as a_ shell-shocked 
in order to have a vacation. So boy | worker: Amelin Romano as a girl 


has met girl and after a few minor 
misunderstandings and _ difficulties, 
the two agree to get married and try 
to face life. 

There 


forced into 
port her widowed mother. 

‘Sone’ is pmone the best. if not the 
top. of the Union's nresentations, but 


are gag lines and gag sit-| its anneal is limited. Ibee. 
uations throughout, but it is not just si we 
a comedy. It is a steady and con- 
stant analysis of a cross-section of LONDON ASSURANCE 
life. The satire js not barbed, restnentie thd (tien ites ew Mtad Wictee tian 
either, because it is very obvious! presented by Barbara Robbins at Vander- 
that Kober has a sincere liking bill. N. Y.. Wel. 18, "87; adaptation with 
for his little puppets; he sometimes | 'ytics By Feet Colts ine os se 
thinks they’re fools, but he doesn’t | PN''ts) Wirnasans | staging: | mobert: Be 
spank them for it; he commiserates Goi -  Heney Vincent 
with them; he feels sorry for them.) }«z ....Matthew Smith 
Connelly has directed saat Pong: Heian gtss teen ee 
play excellently, bringing out all the |) ijk yriK ' cewts fa, Meuanelt 
fine points and nuances. [If it) ter Darthy Hinkley 
lacks pace occasronally, this is} Js veeeseees Pendleton Harrison 
directly traceable to the mechanical | Vir Markers bane ee 
difficulties. As for actors, Con-| jady Gay Spanker.. ~; Miten Leve 
Dolly Spanier... .. Don MeClure 


Someone dug deep into a dusty 
trunk to come up with Dion Bouci- 
cault’s ‘London Assurance. Barbara 
Robbins. actress, is listed as the sole 


nelly has peopird the show copiously 
and well. iss Locke, who has 
Shown previously in nothing more 
than a series of flops on Broadway, 
has been under a Paramount con- 
tract for sometime, but hasn't been 





i in this | 
| instance not because the worker was | 


a chean brothel to sup- | 


| draw downstairs trade in N. Y. 


Dr. Clitterhouse, London doctor. 
gets a year to dope out the mental, 
physical and psychological reactions 
| of a criminal in the very act of com- 
| mitting a crime. F 
His research drags him personally 
into crime first on his own, then with 
|}a small compact gang he links with 
throuch a fence. They pull off bigger 
and bigger burglary jobs, making 
; Zenerous splits of the dough. with 
| the doctor. who’s identitv is un- 
| known to the gang, giving his cut to 
| charity. 

Comes the girl trouble. The doc- 
| tor sets up Daisy, only femme in the 
mob, in a Bloomsbury flat and she 
sours on Benny Kellerman. the fence 
who's been her previous lover. He 
burns un, traces the doctor 
blackmails him, and 
via the poison route. 

In his pocket is found the doctor’s 
telephone number and this’ brings 
the eons. Meanwhile the doctor. see- 
ing himself jammed un, has consult- 
ed ore of his patients, who is a top 
shot lawyer. as to what would hap- 
nen in court if a man was dra*v°ed 
up under such circumstences. The 
lawver says there would be nothing 


is bumped off 





to it—the doctor is nuts. -That’s tip 
| off for the doctor to go into an in- 
sanity act. and he’s gettire ready 
|for a brief stay in the booby hatch 
| when the gendarmes take him awav 
In less capable hands this could 

| be just one more whodunit. but as 


naced here is excellent fare for class 
trade, 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke. never be- 
fore in Canada and billed minus the 
kniehbthood tag at his own renuest 
is a finished actor. Hoving set out 
iin life to be a medica! man is per- 
hans 
a skillful dienified ard 
nerformance throughout. 

Clarence Derwent. the fence. 
nlavs a workmanlike heavy. and the 
came oes for bit plavers of whom 
| Viet>r Reecroft is a stand-out. 
| On'v two women in east end nei- 
| ther hes much to do. althourh Helen 
| 


as 


Trenholme takes full advantave of 
| her snot as a hysterics? nurse when 
| the ninch is due. Alexander Field 
seemed nervous as one of the crook 
| (Continued on page 66) 





Inside Stuf—Lesit — 


Difficulty with the settings of ‘Having Wonderful Time’ caused the 
show to be twice postponed last week, show finally opening Saturday (19) 
night, with the box office switching tickets sold in advance for that night 
to later dates. Four truck loads of scenery, designed by Stuart Chaney, 
were discarded, Rehearsal expense was upped through delays, stagehands’ 
bill for two weeks being $6,700, there being 26 men in the crew. After 
the premiere the first scene was dropped entirely. 

‘Time’ was written by Arthur Kober, former press agent, the play being 
based on his New Yorker stories. Mare Connelly, who produced the com- 
edy, formerly teamed with George S. Kaufman in playwrighting. Latter 
came in during final rehearsals and tied up some of the scene finales. 








One of the Theatre Union’s people probably made the drawing which 
appears on the programs for ‘Marching Song’ which opened on the Bayes 
Roof, N. Y., last week. It is a map of the fictitious city of Brimmerton, 
U. S. A. State is not mentioned, but one avenue is marked ‘To St. Louis,’ 
establishing the locale at the middle west. Various factories are set forth, 
also other points or spots mentioned in the play. Included is the red light 
district. 

There are 30 speaking parts programed, plus 16 extra people. Included 
in cast are Lester Lonergan, Jr., and L. L. 3d, latter playing a kid part. 

For years it was only in N. Y. that show folk and newspaper crix com- 
plained about the so-called fashionable theatregoers who arrived late and 
made noisy nuisances of selves in order to attract attention. Lately same 
conditions have been mushrooming in Washington, with situation worse 
in the Capital ig that it is a nightly occurrence. 

The highly-starched folk with the big social and political backgrounds 
are the offenders in Washington. 


Ernest Truex, comedian of Franz Lehar’s operetta, ‘Frederika,’ at the 
Imperial, N. Y., has three other members of the family in current Broad- 
way shows, he revealed in a guest date on the department store Thursday 
morning commercial over WOR and affiliated stations. They are his sons, 
James, in “Tovarich’; Philip, in ‘Richard II,’ and his wife, Mary Jane Bar- 
rett. in ‘Frederika.’ The only ‘layoff’ is two-and-one-half-year-old Barrett, 





Recent collapse of a models’ organization is blamed on irresponsibility 
of officials seeking to decrease the overhead of org’s offices. 

To forestall shuttering because of curtailed membership fees, officials 
permitted the installation of a racetrack ticker machine for bookies. Touts 
paid the rent for the office which was a good front until the law stepned 
in and attached the padlock. Outfit has now folded completely. 

Dr. Harry Shaw of Philadelphia is the backer of ‘Behind Red Lights’ 
presented by Jack Curtis at the Mansfield, N. Y. He operates a string of 
drug stores in Pa. 

After watching the show for several weeks he went to Florida. 
is itching for a vacation too. 


Curtis 





the Lyceum, N. Y., to the 44th Street 
recently, was a last minute decision. Play was presented by Aldrich and 
Myers who announced its withdrawal after two weeks. George Brewer, 
its author, however wanted it to continue and it is understood he dug 


Switch of ‘Tide Rising’ from 


| up fresh money for that purpose. ‘Tide’ stopped Saturday (20). 





Revival of ‘Dr. Faustus,’ the WPA’s outstandirg attraction this season 
in N. Y., is regarded as impractical for commercial presentation. At 55c. 
top it is drawing capacity with the gross approaching $2,000 weekly. 

Any number of theatre parties are sold at rates under the scale, other- 
wise the pace would be about $1,000 more. 

Perhaps a new low was reached on Broadway after the opening of ‘Call 
Me Ziggy,’ when the reviewer for the N. Y. World-Telegram devoted only 
one sentence to the play. Called it ‘a cypher’ and went on to talk of other 
plays of the week. 


——— 








Broadway P.A.’s || Current Road Shows 











(WEEK OF FEB. 22) 

Ballet Kusse, High School, Lit- 
tle Rock, 22; Murphy High 
School, Mobile, 23, Lenier Aude, 


(Continued from page 62) 


the Agents and Managers Union, 
formed by Theodore Mitchell some 


years ago. That union has been as Montgomery, 24; Muny Aude, 
dormant as has the old Theatrical Savannah, 25; Gevy, Atlanta, 
Press Representatives Association.| 26-27. 

Latter body had a contract with the ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Convention 
managers but during the depression Hall, Tulsa, 22; Warner, Okla- 
when the number of shows on Broad- homa City, 23-24: High School 
way and the road dropped away Aude, Little Rock, 25; Audi- 
down, the organization waned and torium, Memphis, 26-27. 


the contract was forgotten. 
Following last Sunday’s activities, 
the Theatrical Press Representatives 
of America, spoke up stating that it 
still had offices and officers and de- 


Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 

‘Dead End,’ Ford's, Baltimore. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Er- 
langer, Chicago. 


clared that since inception it has ‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Bilt- 
| been the official organization for more, Los Angeles. 
jlegit press agents. Stated, too, that ‘Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. 


down. | 





hetter than normal in this nart: | 
convincing | 


the TPRA, which formerly restricted 
to the legit field, is now open to 
those who have agented or managed 


‘Great Waltz,’ 
falo. 
‘Hamlet’ (Leslie Howard), Cur- 


Erlanger, Buf- 


any amusement enterprise for two ran, San Francisco. 

years. Dues have been lowered and ‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt = and 
there is no initiation. Road agents Fontanne), Colonial, Boston. 
and managers have always been ‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), 


eligible. 

The new group of p.a.’s will meet 
again at the Algonquin March 7 at 
which time officers are expected to 
be elected and the NYTPA will then 


start functioning. 


Auditorium, St. Paul, 22; Park- 
way, Madison, 23; Pabst, Milwau- 
kee, 24-27, 
‘Leaning on Letty’ (Post Road), 
Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Mulatto,’ Belasco, Washington. 
Nazimova Repertory, Chestnut 


ie Street, Philadelphia. 
Shows in Rehearsal ‘On Your Toes,’ Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia. 
ae ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ National, 
‘Babes in Arms’—Dwight D. Wi- Washington. 
man. ‘Reflected Glory,’ Cox, Cincin- 
‘Candida’ ‘(:evival) — Katharine nati. 


Cornell. 
‘Amphitryon’ 
Theatre Guiid. 


Ruth Draper, 
Francisco. 
San Carlo Opera, Philharmonic 


Geary, San 


(Lunts, on tour)— 


‘ t . , } A °, 20S zeles 22-2 , é 
Onct Upon a Time’ (‘Bumps Ma- aha - Pe ~ - a a 
| lone’)—Marty Forkins. a 26 , j a 
. >. 


| 


‘Arms for Venus’—!Aary Hone. 

‘Sun Kissed’—Bonfils and Somnes. 

‘His Bushar 
Tuerk. 

‘Storm over Patsy’—Thezstre Guild. 

‘Excursion’—John C. Wilson 

‘Driftwood’'—Eugene Kerry. 


‘Steel,’ Brighton, Brighton 
Beach, N. Y. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. ; 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 

| ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 

Harris, Chicago. 


Excellency’ — and 
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Loop Biz Still Hotcha; Follies’ 
$75,000: ‘Take $16,400 and In for Run 





Chicago, Feb. 23. 


Town could use a couple of more 
shows; all the current pieces are do- 
ing excellent trade. 


‘Ziegfeld Follies’ has decided -on 
March 20 as its closing date in Chi- 
cago, which will make it 11 weeks 
in town, excellent run for the first 
$3.85 show here in years. 


WPA opened ‘Good Old Summer- 
time’ at the Blackstone on Friday 
(19), this being the show formerly 
known in the east as ‘Around the 
Corner.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn 
$2.75) (14th week). “Will stick 
April, at least, on present pace. Again 
around $9,500, fine. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000: $2.75) (3d week). 
near $16,400 for the second session. 
Advance sales strong. Will stick 
around for a long time. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies, Grand _ (1,300; 
$3.85) (8th week). Held to excellent 
$25,000. 

Other Attractions 

D’Oyly Carte Gilbert and Sullivan 
Rep., Erlanger (1,400; $2.75y (3d 
week). One more session after this | 
one. Last week fine at $11,000, 

; WPA 


‘In Good Old Summertime,’ Black- 
stone. Martin Flavin show opened 
on Friday and expected to stick for 
four weeks, with ‘Lonely Man,’ new 
play by Howard Koch, to replace, 

‘Oh Say Can You Sing?’ Great 
Northern. Musical getting good play 
from growing word-of-mouth, 


Gieloud Hamlet’ 
Only Fair 246 
In Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 

Couple of weeks ago Philly was 
proudly boasting of four legit houses 
open and doing biz. From now on, 
it looks as if two will be the limit, 
and a distinct possibility that the 
city will have to be content with a 
single show by the middle of next 
month. 


‘The Meal Ticket,” which opened 
last Wednesday (17) at the Erlanger. 
closed Saturday (20). House had 
skedded a return of ‘Dead End’ to 
follow, but that’s out now and there 
is nary a booking in sight. 

Locust, which had regular shows 
for a few weeks, is now offering a 
roadshow film, ‘Good Earth.’ Chest- 
nut becomes competish on March 7 
with ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). 


That leaves only the Forrest with 
a chance of getting legit shows 
in late March and April. House 
has ‘On Your Toes’ now for two 
weeks and follows with ‘Great 
Waltz’ (return). Prior to ‘Lost Hori- 
zone,’ Chestnut has a short splurge 
of Ibsen, Nazimova’s ‘Ghosts’ this 
week, and Walter Hampdea’s ‘Enemy 
of the People’ next week. 








Last week’s only feature was 
Gielgud’s ‘Hamlet’ at the Forrest. 


Despite disappointing opening and 
lower floor weakness during the first 
half of the week, this revival hooked 
a healthy $24,000. having the benefit 
of a $3.30 top. That, however, was 
a long way from capacity. 

Return of ‘Pride and Prejudice’ at 
$1.50 top didn’t mean much. Second 
and final week at the Chestnut gave 
it $7,000. ‘Meal Ticket’ was brutal 
in four-day stay at the Erlanger. 
after savage notices. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Hamlet’ (Forrest). While good at 
$24,000. far from capacity at $3.30 
top. ‘On Your Toes’ this week 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Chestnut. 2d 


week). Return of this one at $1.50 
top not so _ hot. Scant $7,000. 
“Ghosts’ with Nazimova this week. 


‘Meal Ticket’ (Erlanger). Try-out 
which opened in mid-week and 
closed Saturday. Biz neg ile. 


‘Dead End’ Fair $13,500, 
‘Road’ $8,500, W’hington 


Washington, Feb. 23. 

Plenty of publicity, plus good no- 
tices, helped ‘Dead End’ to a satis- 
factory week at the National iast 
week. Figure, however. was below 
hoves, due largely to the fact that 
the Capitol keeps pretty hep to 
whats what and won't take road 
GoMpanies unless original. so the 
8 o'clock curtain, forced by the local 
child labor law, hurt. 

Belasco, made good in the second 
week of a new iry at legit with ‘To- 








Not much coin hope for it. | 


(1,000; | 
to | 


Up 





LES HOWARD'S ‘HAMLET’ 
_ FINE $17,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 23. 

Leslie Howard had an excellent 
first week in ‘Hamlet’ at the Curran 
thestre, where he opened a stay of 
14 days last week. Well received by 
crix, there has been a predominance 
of femmes in the audience, especial- 
ly at the matinees, 
| ‘Battle Hymn’ at the Columbia 
theatre, where this FTP offering got 
off to a bad start, is building. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| ‘Hamlet’ (Curran) (ist week) (1,- 
1500; $2.50). Natives eating up How- 
ard’s production; $17,000 take during 
the first week is swell. 

WPA 


‘Battle Hymn’ (Columbia) 3rd 
week) (1,700; 50c). Two days fr ae 








lthe strike was over biz started to 
pick up. Did $3,250 during third | 
week, ‘A . Touch of of Brimstone’ next. 


LUNT-FONTANNE: 
I9GS 4 DAYS 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 23. 

Town was given only four days of 
the Theatre Guild’s Lunt-Fontanne 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ and the customers 
stormed the doors of Ford’s in such 
numbers that the good old house 
must have thought it was back in the 
palmy days. With a record-breaking 
advance sale, show epened Monday 
(15) night to plenty of standees and 
continued the pace through the next 
three nights and a Wednesday mat- 
inee. Chalked up $19,000 on the 
run, terrific. 

‘Dead End’ 
full session. Indications point to a 
very healthy week. Nothing slated 
to follow as yet, and no word from 
the Maryland, town’s other legit 
house. 

Estimate for Last Week 
‘TIdiot’s Delight’ (Ford) 
$3.33). 
with Lunt and Fontanne in leads in 
sure-fire four-day engagement; had 
7em standing every show and rang 

up a terrific $19,000. 


BANKHEAD IN ‘GLORY’ 
MEAGRE $12,000, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 23. 

First visit of Tallulah Bankhead 
to Pittsburgh didn’t produce an un- 
usual rush at the Nixon last week, 
but both the show and house were 
content with bettering an even 
break at $12,000. Cricks tossed cau- 
tion to the winds by going into raves 
over the star’s performance and, 
while rather lukewarm about ‘Re- 
flected Glory,’ they admitted it was 
a suitable vehicle for the actress in 
her first tour of the country. 


Curiously enough, Miss Bankhead 
has quite a cinema rep in the hinter- 
lands, although she’s been off the 
screen for several years. That was 
reflected in consistent balcony and 
gallery call all week 

Nixon has ‘Tobacco Road’ cur- 
rently at the lowest top of the sea- 
son, $1.50, show opening with a 
matinee yesterday (22), first time 
this has ever happened arvund here. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Nixon; 2.100: 
$2.85). At $12,000, below expecta- 
tions, but both show and house can 
chalk up some profit at that figure. 
Downstairs considerably cff, but big 
balcony and gallery trade. 


(1,988: 











bacco Road,’ starring Taylor Holmes. 
Henry Hull played the same piece 
here three weeks last spring, but $2 
top this time got plenty of new 
customers. 

Current are ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
at the National and ‘Mulatto’ at the 
Belasco, with ‘Storm Over Patsy’ 
and ‘Night of Jan. 16,’ respectively. 
to follow. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Dead End’ (National; $2.75). Good 
notices helped, but the Cap’s prox- 
imity to Broadway held the road 
company down to approximately 
$13,500. 


‘Tobacco Road’ ‘Belasco; $2.00). 
Taylor Holmes company _ pulled 
around $8.500, despite the fact that 
Henry Hull played the 


here three weeks last sprinv. 





is in this week for a} 


Theatre Guild production | 


same shows 


‘RAT’ - $14,500, BC BOSTON 


Hub Likes Military Comedy—in for 








Indef Run 
Boston, Feb. 23. 
‘Brother Rat,’ only legit show in 


town last week, found the trading 
very favorable. Local playgoers 
seem to like the play and crix gave 
it a good sendoff. Booked in for an 
indeft run. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ opened Monday 
(22) at the Colonial for a two-week 
stay under Guild auspices. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat’ (Plymouth; $2.75; 1st 
week). Garnered about $14,500 on 
the initial stanza, very good. 


‘Hepburn’s ‘Eyre’ 
Doing Sock Biz 








Minneapolis, Feb. 23. 
| How hungry this town is for stage 
fare was evidenced by the 
; the Metropolitan was completely sold 
se for ‘Jane Eyre,’ the season’s first 
git attraction, three days before the 
ene hit town. For two nights and 
a matinee at $2.85 top, the gross 
| proximated $8.000. Chairs were used 
in the orchestra pit and extra seats 
placed in the balcony loges for all 
three performances. Manager Dick 
Horgan tried in vain to induce Kath- 
arine Hepburn to play an additional 





Sunday night -performance before 
going into St. Paul for a one-night 
stand. 


Except for the southern flood situa- 
tion, which necessitated re-routing of 


booking is ‘First Lady,’ due in April. 





Kansas City, Feb. 23. 

‘Jane Eyre’ woke this town from 
a legit slumber with trip-hammer 
alacrity during a three-day dusting 
at the Music Hall Feb. 15-17. Hep- 
burn piece grossed fine approximate 
$10,000 at $2.20 top. Press, while 
courteous, judged that a rewrite was 
in order if and when it hit Broadway. 


SMASH $12,000 FOR 
COWL, 5 SHOWS, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 23. 

Jane Cowl is dragging ‘em into 
the Biltmore theatre in droves on 
her 10-day stay here, with several 
complete sellouts registered on the 
initial five performances. House is 
tariffed at a stiff $2.50 scale, but has 
plenty of advance reservations. 

EI Capitan and Belasco continue 
dark, with the Federal Theatre 
Project bringing in one new attrac- 
lion this week and moving two 
others to other houses. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘First Lady,’ Biltmore (C-1,658; 
$2.75) (Ist week). Opening night 
went clean and, with several hun- 
dred turnaways, first five perform- 
ances brought a _ sweet $12,000. 
Heavy advance for the current week. 

WPA 








‘Heuse of Connelly,’ Mayan. So- 
cial drama of the old South debuts 
Friday (26). Cast headed by Phyl- 
lis LaVay, Kenneth Patterson, La- 
Voile Hughes, Howland Chamberlin 
and Adda Gleason. 

‘Roaring Girl,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. Moves in Wednesday (24), 
after several weeks downtown. 
Newspaper meller by John C. Mof- 
itt 


‘Revue of Revues,’ Mason. Musi- 
cal satire opening Thursday (25), 
after a long stay at the Hollywood 
Playhouse. 

‘Lars Killed His Son,’ Musart. 
Tragedy winds up Sunday (28) after 
customary two weeks’ stay. 


‘Nutshell’ New Low 
$2,800 in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Feb. 23. 

Lula Vollmer’s ‘In a Nutshell’ was 
just an old acorn for the Hanna last 
week and its few customers, who 
didn’t seem to think the shell was 
worth cracking. That was done by 
the three local critics, who thor- 
oughly roasted the comedy. Show’s | 
major achievement was hitting a 
new low gross in the theatre’s his- 
tory, $2,800 for six blue days. 

Rest of the new play’s tour has 
been cancelled. Miss Vollmer was 
here for the week making minor 
changes, but they weren't enough. 

House is dark this week and next, 
reopening March 8 with Katharine 
Hepburn in ‘Jane Eyre’ followed by 
the Lunts in ‘Idiot’s Delight’ March 
15. 





Estimate for Last Week 


‘lu a Nutshell,’ Hanna (1,435; 55c.- 





ap- | 





ar SE eee 


Legit Biz Booms With Holiday 
Weekend; ‘Daughter’ Grabs $15,000 





Early half of last week was mar- 
kedly weak among Broadway legits 
but by Saturday business was boom- 
ing what with the expected visitor 
influx for the Washington's Birthday 
week-end. Grosses had dropped so 
much that the capacity Saturday at- 


tendance did not fully offset the 
earlier declines and in most in- 
stances grosses were under the pre- 


vious week’s marks. 

The out-of-towners went for some 
of the long run shows in a big way. 
An instance is ‘Victoria Regina.’ De- 
mand was so heavy that the agencies 


said tickets would have brought 
$8.80 but advance sale for both 
| Saturday performances left few 
| pasteboards on hand. 

Monday’s (22) holiday with clear 
weather after a rainy Sunday, 
brought the throngs again to the 


In Midwest Tour 


| amusement 


fact that | 


district. All but 


one 





;} show (CRegina’) played the matinee 
}and many of the 26 performances 
drew capacity. Evening trade was 
'under the afternoon, as _ figured. 
Flock of attractions have added extra 
| matinees this week, the final session 
when good business may be ex 
|} pected this side of Easter. 

‘Having Wonderful Time’ did not | 


open at the “Lyceum until Saturday. 


| It drew fairly good notices and ap- 
pears to be box office, judging from 
Monday’s excellent attendance. 
‘Marching Song,’ which opened at 
the Bayes, was well regarded by the 
press but limited appeal indicated 
First full week of ‘Yes, My Darl- 
ing Daughter,’ topped $15,000 at the 


‘Jane Eyre,’ the Twin Cities would 
not even have had this attraction. 
Only other definite Metropolitan | 


| 


| 


all of list but strong Saturday helped 
gross to approximately $14,060, 


‘The Women,’ Barrymore (9th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Cleaning up} 


demand in agencies as strong as ever 
and should be a summer stayer$ 
$21,500; capacity. 


‘Tide Rising,’ 44th St. Withdrawn 


Saturday, after playing four weeks 
to mild money; house dark. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (168th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Run leader 
continues to pile up profits at mod- 
erate grosses; approximately $7,000 
last week. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (14th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Always one 
of list’s best grossers; over $24,000 


weekly and slated through March 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (20th week) 
(C-D-1,036-$3.30). Another socko at- 
traction; eased off early last week, 
although capacity again by Saturday; 
little under $20,000. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst -‘re- 
sumed eng.) (52nd week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Visitor influx Saturday upped 
demand and agencies got fancy prices 


for year-old attraction, which got 
| nearly $18,000 again. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (22nd 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85). Eased off 
again, with takings around $28,000; 
operating costs revised downward, 
| however, so turned a profit 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
| house (8rd week) (C-878-§3.30). New 
| taugh click: strong call in agencies 
indicates cinch run; capacity nearly 
all last week with takings over 
$15.000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (llth week) (C-704-$3.30), 


Playhouse, which meant capacity 
for seven out of the eight perform- 
ances. ‘King Richard II’ topped 
$18,000. 

‘And Now Goodbye’ was _ with- | 
drawn Tuesday (23) from the 
| Golden; revival of ‘London Assur- 


| ance’ 
|} after four 
| time 
| 44th Si.; 











| 





$2.20). Less than $2,800, a new low | 
for the house. Hurt the theatre's 
rep «as much as the playwright’s 
pride. 


Vanderbilt 
at which 
stopped at the 
‘An Enemy of the Peopie’ 
tours from the Hudson after this 
week. House will get the only pre- 
miere next week, ‘The Amazing Dr. 
Clitterhouse.’ WPA offers two new 
plays this week: ‘Power,’ Ritz, and 
‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘And Now Goodbye,’ Golden. With- 
drawn last night (23), after playing 
three weeks to mild business; next 
attraction, ‘Susan and God.’ 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cert (66th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30. Better than estimated 
with gross around $8,500; manage- 
ment figuring on run going into 
another summer. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ 
week) (D-1,097-$3.30). As good as 
previous week, not counting added 
matinee; $9,000 quoted, and meller 
looks in for a stay. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (11th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). Indications are for 
run through summer; Boston com- 
pany started well, too; estimated 
around $13,000 here. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (70th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.30). Going along to 
weekly profit, with some cut-rate aid; 
gross approximated $7,500 last week. 
..‘Frederika,’ Imperial (4th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Better than indi- 
cated; $18,000 for Lincoln’s Birthday 
week and about $16,000 last week. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ Morosco (3d 
week) (CD-961-$3.30). Moderate 
money so far; last week’s takings 
around $7,500; must improve to make 
a run of it. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Hudson 
(1st week) (CD-1,094-$3.30). Opened 
Saturday (20) night; fairly favorable 
press; strong Monday. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (7th week) 
1,214-$3.30). Lively at box office; 
dications are for continuance 
warm weather; around $13,000 last 


week. 
‘Howdy Stranger,’ 46th St. (7th 
Costs little to 


week) (C-1,375-$3.30). 
operate; with cut-rate aid takings 


are approximating $5,000. 


was yanked at the 
times Saturday 


‘Tide Rising’ 


Mansfield (7th 


(D- 
in- 
into 


‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert (3d 
week) (D-1,382-$3.30). Moved up- 
ward, although trend was down Jast 


week; around $16,000 and will prob- 
ably last well into spring. 

‘Now You’ve Done It,’ Miller (st 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Presented by 
Brock Pemberton; written by Mary 
Coyle Chase; also called ‘Me Third’ 
= ‘Pillows of Society’; opens Thurs- 

day (25). 

‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (18th 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Limited num- 
ner of musicals aiding; business 
steadily profitable, with last week 
| bit off; $26,000. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (10th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Eased off with 
field last week, but came back on 
| Saturday; takings around $36,000: 
still top grosser. 

‘Stage Door,’ Music Box (19th 
week) (C-1,012-$3.30). Always in the 
money, but under earlier pace: 
around $14,000 last week. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ 
O. H. (8th week) (M-2.7 
Now operating to profit, but attend- 
ance not up to expectations; around 
$29,006 last week. 


‘The Wingless Victory,” Empire 
10th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Off 
early part of last week, like nearly 


Can't get higher grosses; all perfor- 
mances to standee attendance, with 
gross around $15,000. 


Bayes; 
drew 


labor mel- 
favorable 


‘Marching Song,’ 
odrama on. roof 
press: $1.50 top 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 
Hall: old style meller in night club 
surrounding, 

Revivals 

‘King Richard Wi,’ St. James; 
Shakespearean work drawing excel- 
lent money; quoted over $18,000 last 
week. 

‘An Enemy of the People,’ Hudson; 
goes on road after this week; “The 
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ next week, 

‘London Assurance,’ Vanderbilt; 
yanked Saturday after four perfor- 
mances, 

WPA 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott; tops federal 
theatre shows in N, Y. 

‘Bassa Moona,’ Daly's 63rd Street. 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi; due to 
open Friday (26). 

‘Power,’ Ritz; opened Tuesday. 

‘Sweet Land,’ Lafayette; final week, 


TOES OK. $14,000 
ON H.0. DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 23. 

Continuous record of the Cass this 
season, since the house opened last 
fall, is broken currently due to can- 
cellation of ‘In a Nutshell,’ which 
folded in Cleveland last week. Un- 
fortunate ‘On Your Toes,’ which 
closed a two-week stand with a fine 
h.o. $14,000 last week, had been 
booked elsewhere for this stanza. 
Musical could have stuck around a 
third seven-days to profit. 

After grabbing off a_ healthy 
$19,500 on the first week, ‘Toes’ held 
up remarkably well for the second 
session, usual drop-off here being 
around one-third. As is, the play 
held to a good 75% of the opening 
stanzas’ gross. All the more sur- 
prising in view of the fact that the 
play brought the season’s top price, 
$3.30, and the continuance of strikes 
in a number of plants around town, 

Next attraction, Tallulah Bank- 
head's ‘Reflected Glory,’ moves into 
the Cass Monday (28), to be followed 
by the D’Oyle Carte opera troupe 
my’ irch 15 and ‘Idiot’s Delight’ March 








Estimate for Last Week 
‘On Your Toes’ Cass (2d wk.) (1.400: 


$3:30 top). Town was plenty excited 
over this musical and laid a nice 
$14,000 on the line for the second 


session, following a hefty $19,500 for 
the opening week. Could have held 


for at least another week but for 
previous bookings. House is dark 
for the first time this season cur- 
rently. 


Phelps Raps Hartford a 
Hartford, Feb 23 





Manhattan 
80-$4.40). | 


Prof. William Lyon Phelps of Yale 
deplored fact in a lecture that Hart- 
'ford did not support a professional 
tage troupe, 
|} Said government should subsidize 
company here tead of 


all theatricals 


ai stock 


leaving 


to amateurs, 


Tecan cama 


sor 


rt Rise 
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: lays Abroad , 


DANIELE TRA I LEONI 
(‘Danicl in the Lions’ Den’) 
Rome, Feb. 9. 


anyihing but a smooth performance, 


Winyv in three ts by Guido Crntir pro- 
duced at Quirino theatre, Rome, by ‘To- | fied by the absence of any audible 
fe no-Maktastiati-Cervi Co. ia comment thereon, other than the 
Seearcpenss tats * $6 = “Gieaotine chat, |¢urtain speech of Manager Sydney 
Wh -MANGE TT. Sool rai eens _..Gino Cervi | Carroll, who thanked those present | 
CS UB Pads Snokcd Cad be Evi Maltosheti | for their forbearance. 

—— Judged by modern standards, play 

Probably would not go over big |is so palpably outmoded that the 
in America, es the hero is so passive | question arises whether it would not 
hs would have little appeal. But} have been better to have treated it 
okav for local audiences. as a satire, if not actual burlesque. 

Daniele of this play is a very timid. | Piece is acted in a perfectly legiti- 
thoughtful vyoun® man who does; mate manner, and there are three 
nothing but ‘take it.’ Lions are three |notable performances by Alec Clunes, 
as egotistic, self-centered and grab- | as the hero; Leslie Wareing, as the 
bing people as you can imagine, all | ingenue; and Frank Cochrane as a 
very busy giving poor Daniel all he | rapacious moneylender. Jolo. 
can take all the time. eee 

His sister is a hot-blooded, head- 


strong person who is constantly ask- Derby der Kleinen Leute 
ing Danicle to help her, and who 
grabs most of his inheritance away 
from him. Girl he has loved ever 


(‘Derby of Small People’) 


Vienna, Feb. 12. 


since he was a boy is also grabbed | ,,,°""' Peng spe ase ot, “—_— a 

away from _ him. She marries] Geyerting: at Academy theatre, Vienna, | 

Daniele’s friend Donato, who is} Feb. 14, '37. 

much bolder and more aggressive hee Stawel cinViee sash hae G. Meierhofer 

than he. aetces oot arene oeccees I ng a 
Daniele tries to conceal his sorrow | I*, ftodiboeck..........2020.-.-H. Wenerat 

over the marriage and’ goes often to | 'lans SchinitZ..cccccegeceeeeeeees Prange 

the couple’s house in the role of an? se a 

accepted family friend. But Donato A brand new idea of the much 


has guessed that Daniele is in love | used- and ever good testament plot. 
with Giuliana and is not slow to! Rich man _ wills ‘his race horse, | 
profit by it. He asks Daniele to watch | Amalia, to the doorman of his house. 
over his wife while he himself goes | Poor-rich doorman wants to sell it, 
off on a trip with another woman. | but his daughter changes his mind. | 
He knows that Daniele loves Giuliana | Amalia is: to start in the Derby. 
too much to compromise her while | Fortune teller predicts the success 


her husband is gone. So Daniele | of Aschenbroedel, horse of the door- | 
stays to guard Giuliana and con-/| man’s enemy, whose daughter loves 
tinues to suffer. |his son. He sells his horse, bets all | 

Giuliana, however, is not one to|on Aschenbroedel and wins a for- | 
sufier. She is not going to play the | tune. 
part of the betrayed wife in silence.| Very funny at times. Excellent 


she is determined to grab her share | acting and set. Should make an okay 
of happiness too. She tells Daniele | film. Maass. 
that she doesn’t love her husband, 
that she has fallen in love with an- 
other man. For a moment Daniele | 
thinks she means him, and is radiant. | 
When he realizes that it is not he, he 
again accepts the situation quietly. ' - 
When Donato returns, and his and | piay in three ee Aan. 58 
his wife’s egotism clashes. Daniele | Mogyar Theatre. Budapest. i 
finally steps forward and points out | _ Cast: Margit Makay, Hlona ‘Titkos, 
that in their rush to grab their own | Torzs, Miklos Hajmassy, Laszlo 
happiness they have always over-| _ , cere sah 
looked the happiness he might have| “The Virgin and the Kid’ is the | 
had He is so eloquent about all this | title of a valuable classical painting 
that he persuades his selfish friends | that has been in the Huben family 
to make up. |for three generations, a _ sort of 
Daniele himself retires to look | Symbol of the family’s respectability | 
forward to old age in loneliness. |and prosperity. Old Huben, incar- | 
: Heln. | nation high-minded | 
| business man. whose ideals go beyond 
|making money in the wholesale | 


A Szuz Es A Godolye 


(‘The Virgin and the Kid’) 


at 


hugene | 
Foldenyi. | 





of the honest, 


ROAD TO RUIN 


London, Feb. 12. 


by Thomas Holcroft, 


| grocery trade, sets great store by the | 
| picture, but when he goes broke he 
| is comnpelled to sell it in secret, re- 


Comedy-melodrama viscing it by a copy. 








ened a5 Fs cal Ni Re Pe peregee rs pe Soon as the genuine painting is 
Holloway, eesisted by Val Gielgud. |vone, luck and the ideals of the 
ee Se. + 0 26 ne 6b wed Boliol Holloway Hubens are shattered: the old man|} 
Mr. Smith Ces eeshOeceesees ees G “orge Skillan | dies. his good-for-nothing sons 
mee. BOBS iicccccecs ecceees+- Franklin Dyall ] dd ’ 
A Men-Servant....e......Malcolm Graham | @Uarrel an estroy the firm s good 
Barry -Ddenton. .o020 ies. v i dak cs) Ales Clunes | name, scandal follows scandal in the 
Jack Miltord. ...+¢++..--.Douglas Mathews | family and only the daughter. ruined 
saint LT tiee Wareing [DY her brothers, upholds the, old 
Mrs. Warren. .s..coees Sydney Fairprother | ideals ard clings to the better things 
Charice Goldfinch......./.. etre: ay Petrie in life. She goes away with the man. 
PALO cc caeeeesece eeeen ee -mVONeY sromiey 7 Sofi H B 
Mr. SUKYy. 6356046. RB. s.ab wae Frank Cochrane | WN has bought the original paint 
Be WOME. 3. ns vec oat ./ Clement Hamelin | ing. to build a new life on noble 
sani | foundations, in the backwoods of 
Interesting revival of ‘a sterling | Canada. ‘ 
old Enzlish comedy-melodrama’ now Zilahy is at great pains to make 


memory seen here for many a day. | 
As a consequence, the premiere was | 


and the much-vaunted sportsmanship | 
of the British public was exempli- | 


; in 
| Agnese 


| They 


| provious. 





nearly 150 years old. It has not been | 
done on. the London stage for the | 
past 40 years. 

Seldom has a_ production been 
do“ged by such bad luck. Two days 
before the wqeaes. C:: M. Hallard 
fell ill and 3aliol Holloway, stage 


ssvect of life nowadays: the painting 
stands for the higher things in life: 
It all is intended to mean that in the 
murderous struggle for prosnerity. 
mankind has Inst its noble ideals, but 
may recover them if the few good 


this story symbolical of the whole | 





neovle who are left continue to 
strive after the better things. 

Ther- is certainly far more in this 
ninv thon in the average product 
‘econ on the stage: the author has a 
messavte to convey, and never chean- 
“n3 himself. but employs a_ real 
; “rtist’s method. But the symbolism 
oO ‘s 


director, was requisioned for one of 
the longest roles in the piece. Lat- 
ter was in the throes of memorizing 
eight Shak>»svearean parts for the | 
forthcoming Stratford-on-Avon sea- 
son. 

Hay Petrie, low comic, was 
stricken on the opening night with 
one of the worst cases of loss 


eonfucins, the action lags in many 


¥ 








ae | 


TE MILLER 


all 

. 

ner o> 
of 2 


1S 
pit 








«\ O \N hailed by much blaring of truimpets, 
ss ow A L L S H O EF S and certainly showing uncommon 
\ ake tnient, but by no means making the 
sO . lbest of a fundamentally excellent 

in the | idea. 

Plot centres around a_emiddle- 
2°24, nlain and crinvpled trades man, | 
hiamble and awkward, who wor- 

SEMI-ANNUAL | ships a lovely young ladv, customer 
|of his grocery store. She is mar- 
ried, resnectable. protected by family | 
land social standing, far above him. | 

Just a few more days to NOW ONE PRICE! | Love-sick grocer scarcely dares to 

take advantage of these rais? his eyes to her. Only her little 
er h ‘ | servant girl, who in turn worships 
values! We have assem 90 |the grocer, knows of his plight and 

bled all of the remain- j tries to comfort him. 
; : h f iI | When the grocer inherits a mil- 
. ing sale shoes trom a , "4 a a |lion, he offers it to the lady if she 
‘ of our stores in one 8 ood “ Wig | will consent to spend one night with 
, eaulitu an ¢ jhim. Real theme of the play is to 
store! All sizes . . . but Luxe" models, show how respectability, honor, 
not in every style. formerly 8.75 t016.75 matrimonial bliss and all the high 
ideals of bourgeous. society are | 
thrown to the winds when the vision 


TF cm, 
"| MILLER 
Feat ful of hoce 
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9 WEST 34th ST. Open thursday until 9 P.M. 
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places, the characters are exaggerated 
fer the sake of driving home the 
thesis more forcibly, and the busi- 


| ness angle is handled with astonish- 


whole, 


ling naivete. On the an 
essentially interesting play with 
mony failings. 

Acting is excellent throughout. | 


Torzs makes the figure of the oid 
man stand out, Margit Makay gives a 


touching and noble interpretation of 


the daughter. Foldenyi and Hajmassy, 
sons, are ruffians of the first water. 
Jacobi. . 


Amore, Scadenza a Tre 


Mesi 


(‘Love Falls Due in 3 Months’) 
Rome. Feb. 9. 
P} ir three acts ’ M Duratr p 
a 1 ‘t Olin t t Milan ! 
fano-Maltastiati-Cers io 
e ” Serge Vifer 
\ Evi Maltagtiat 
rr nil tii 


Light comedy, nothing varticularly 
brilliant. but enterteinins. Could be 
dore in America just as \ell as here. 


as the theme is by ro means local. | 
Pictro is a writer who) is terribly | 
love with Agnese. Unfortunately 


is living with another man. 
That’s bad enough, but when Pietro 


| hoovs that Aenese is ¢ ing off to In- 
|}do-Chira with her lover, it’s more 
than he can bear. He decides to 
kill himself and, bein* a writer of 
romantic literature. he decides to 
kill himself in a romartic way. 
Prevarations for his romantic de- 


nosture take some days—long enough 
for Fernando and Simon, his best 
friends, to find out what he is up to. 
take away his gum, and at the 
sam> time take awav his reason for 
suicide by announcins that Agnese 
heen't gone away at all: it’s her lover 
wd) hes sone to Indo-China. and 
wh) will be gone for three months. 

Then the helnful Fernando rushes 
over to Agnece and tells her that 
Pistro hes been- wantin? to kill him- 
self on her account. Aenese rises 
nodvlv to the occasion, She an- 
rouneces that she will live with 
Pietro for the three months tinat hee 


~ 


lover is away; in that time she 
thin':s Pictro will hove had enou‘ta. 
| Next ect shows Pietro taint his 
modieine—first on lerd in a lonely 


idvllic mountain reset. ard then on 
the sea. At the end of three very 


fine months. Aenesce needs treatment | 


As the end 
Pietro 


more than Pietro does. 
of her interlude with 


Her preparations are taken with the 
same care and in the same romantic 
snirit as Pietro’s were three 
Fernando and Simona 
heave to sten in aenin. take away her 
“Inss of poison, break the news to 


Pic‘ro that he is wanted for life. | 
and tell the gentleman who returns 
from Indo-China that he is not 
needed. Heln. 


COME OUT TO PLAY 


London, Feb. 10. 


Comedy in three acts by John Sand and 
Fanny Jocelyn, produced by Edward Stir 
line at Arts Theatre Club, London, Feb. 
9, °7. 

Anthony Lawrence........... Peter Osborn 
ee Geer SF en NEs 650.6 46406005 04002 Mary Jones 
Mr. Davenport...ccess.....hronk Newman 

Mijor Morgan...ccessee- Donald Fergusson 
Miss Ozelthorpe..... steesesdods Ruena Hent 
belie ads POP rec Moira Lynd 
Dr. Kenneth Lyndon........ Hlenry Hinllatr 
Mr. Bertram Seully........4 Arthur Brander 
Mr. Simon. Weebl... .cccsess Fronk Revnolds 
Sir Thomas Arbuthnot......./ Arthur Burne- 
Ben, CREM sighs ccevevien Chris Castor 
GRUNT E, 13-0 ct20 tee 604 64605040 Reenee Bee 


Belated theme of this play is sex 
educaiion. Threadbare tonic of the 
feasibility of giving schoolboys and 
schoolgirls a sane and non-s*ns*- 
tional knowledge of biology. Thesis 
is a plea for tearing down the cen- 
turies of prejudice against co-cduca- 


| tion. 
Piece in construction and eventua- | 


tion is altogether 
stage purposes. 


too obvious for 
As a treatise, it ar- 


rives at no definite conclusion. Be- 
twecn the two there is neither a 


good play nor a good lecture. 
Jolo. 


EGY MILLIO PENGO 


(‘One Million Pen roes’) 
Budanest. Jan. 27. 
in three acis by Bola 
theatre, Budanest, 
Kima Bulla, Antal 
Mariska Vizvary, 


Comedy 
Belve rosi 


hol'ar at 


Maria 


Kozsa- 


cr Pager, 
Mezeoy. Kalman 
hes) i. 


First play by an unknown author 


of a million dazzles the voung lady's 


fine family. Wavy is found to save 
the conventions and grab the mil- | 
lion, but meanwhile t grocer has 


an- | 
proaches, she decides to kill herself. | 


months | 





realized the futility of the people 
among whom he has sought his 
ideal. He falls out of love with the 
lady and finds happiness in the arms 
of the unselfish and devoted servant 
girl. 

Play might have beer turned into 
a brilliant satire, but there are only 
i flashes of it here and there. It is 
diluted with sentiment, especially in 
the scenes 





lacks the 
to make such a character 
she strikes a too pa- 
ithetic note. Pager. however, makes 
1 brilliant character study of the 
lame grocer. This young actor is 
one of the sreatest assets of the 
Hungarian stage at present; he is 
surprisingly versatile. It chiefly 
due to him that ‘Million’ is a success 


she is, 
| needed 
| believable: 


1S 


locally. Jacobi. 
(‘Conquest’) 
Budapest, Jan. 27. 

Comedy n three mts \ Adorjan Bonyi 
it Netionsl Thestre, Bur st 

Cast Gizy Ba joy Paul Javor, Lily 
Berky, Ferenc faray, Julius Gal 

Female town councillor who con- | 


ducts the affairs of a city in an ad- 
mirably businesslike menner and 
necotiates a complicated transaction 
with a big oil concern, is a modern 


|}enough heroine'for a yvlay. For all | 
her 20th-century activities. however, 
|} this. heroine of Mr. Bonyi’s. might 


have walked out of a Victorian novel 
for young girls. Way she lets herselt 


be conquered by the reckless and 
naughty junior partner in the oil 
ifirm is in the best ‘Taming of the 


| Shrew’ tradition—as it has been done 
|in innumerable comedies. musical 

and otherwise, on the contemporary 
| stave. 


Still, it’s a pleasant and amusing | 


| play, its characters and Main Street 
atmosphere are the work of a clever 
|crafitsman, and the National’s 
sophisticated public thoroushly en- 
joys it. Pity that a svlendid artist 
of Gizy Boajor’s calibre so seldom 
'finds a part worthy of her talents: 


she is charming in this play. but 
oucht to do finer things, Javor, as 
the oil prince. makes it quite con- 


|vincing. Eniire performance is good. 
Jacobi. 


BECAUSE WE MUST 


London, Feb. 6. 


Comedy in three acts bv Ingaret Giffard. 
Produced by Norman M hill at Wyn- 
hom'’s theatre, London, Feb. 5, '37. 

Mrs. Goldinge-ffrench.......Margaret Emden 
Mra. Mainwaring. ar .. Enid Liadsey 
|} Mare 2 RANG MOE 665 .4.0.4 <0 v-o% Miary blinten 
Divera Fellows. .. Catherine Lacey 
r Mary..... VrIeirtrr Peggy Talbot-Daniel 
Sir i asil Graham ..«e--Alan Napier 


Panola Coldinge-ffrench 


Minden Vivien T4izh 
POU MN v6 ak. cc cheaseenc Jill Furse 
Olc: Jevons..... ...-Anne Firth 


Hilda Mainwaring... 
"icherd Dobbs... 


eoocceee SRN Casfon 
.. Wallace Dougies 


Harold Deering.....ceee..+-Denvs Blakelock 
Hugh Greatorex...eccoeees. Anthony [Ireland 
PrestOM...cc-seeeae esseee+-Margery Weston 
Ries cc kejectc beeeenesneees Elizabeth Gilbert 


Domestic comedy of feminine frus- 
| trations. Noble art of compromise, 
as practiced by most women when 
| disillusioned, forms the crux of the 
| plot. Although splendidly acted, 
| doubtful if the play has sufficient 
backbone to warrant a Broadway 


tifv transferring to the screen. 

Girl in love with one men marries 
enother out of pique., takes a lover, 
then confesses her two years’ infi- 
delity to her husband. counled with 
the announcement of anproaching 
motherhood, claiming her husband is 
| the father. Another girl has ambi- 
‘tions to become a famous dancer, 
| which can only be achieved through 
| influence to which strings are at- 
tached Third girl eaverly awaits a 
second honeymoon with a husband 
returning from abroad. only to re- 
| ceive < cable of his death from fever. 
Meny true-to-life choracters, deftly 
| hancled, with Vivien Leith and An- 
| thony Ireland soring in principal 
roles, 
to life to attract amusement seekers. 








Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse 
(Continued from nage 64) 


| gang. Frederic Worloc as the law- 
| ver turned in a nvat bit. 

| Sets very well done. especially 
{short scene on a warehouse roof 
| where crook gang are carrying out 
| fur robbery. 


eut out, but Hays Office mav obiect 
{to wind up where doctor. after 
| scenes of robberies and one murder, 
; apparently gets away with it 
S:nclair. 


THE MEAL TICKET 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
| \ comedy in & acts by Llerman J. Man 
ziewiezwz: produced by Richard Aldyri ind 
Richordson Myers: staged be Harry Wae 
it Cavibobele setting John Root Pre- 
n toat Erlanger Philadel: hia, Febru 
7, oF 
Myra Forbes Jean Caste 
Doroth® Sinclair : Peggy French 
Albert P éoeesee Raloeh Meorehous 
| Lester Markowitz. . dose Greenwald 
i Wilbur Sinclair..............Raymond Ro 
SUD ‘UCEEN 5 o bes aedecesseses Charles King 
Ralph Williaims............James Larmot 
COS | re Leons Powers 
Ma PUNCTURE ss Ke cceesevesass -Ruth Holden 
| Feed. ‘ TYETTLELIC TL Francis Hart, J 
| Whitney Stone.............-Robort Reinhart 
en RP IOW 6 ccccaeees Oscar Stirling 
Liev b PERF IOW cccscctossee -Kdn Peckham | 
! eg re Aileen Poe 
Mada hiohberts Vhilin Rourneu 
Leon 1 Girsh. Ct I Dunstan 
After a good start last fall. Philly 
has fallen on evil days as far as 


with the little slavey. | 
Elma Bulla, splendid artist though | 
childish simplicity | 


un-- | 


samble or enough originality to jus- | 
| 


Perhaps the storv is too true | 


) Plot a natural for pic- | 
| tures with some of the British slan~ | 





legit try-outs are concerned. The 
last three have been particulaily 
distressing. Number 3 is ‘The Meni 
Ticket, a comedy by Herman j. 
Mankiewicz which Richard Myers 
jand Richard Aldrich are prese 


‘at the Erlanger. 


Two of the five local crix were ex- 
tremely kind and saw chances of it 
eventually amounting to something: 
the other three said no emphatice'!y 
and it looks as if they were righ ~ 


ntine 
titi 





As it is, the author’s idea is stretched 
so perilously over three acts that 
}one isn’t surprised when it snaps a 
|couple of times. ‘To conceal the lack 
|of substance, a veritable vaude show 
has been dragged in by the heels, but 
despite a few lauchs. it only serves 
to irritate the beholder. 

Story concerns the Sinclair family, 


| 
| There is the kernel of a good ic-; 
lin ‘The Meal Ticket’ but kerne’s 
|don’t make successful stage plrsy.. 
| 


ex-vaudeville outfit, and consisting 
of Rose (grandma), Jim (her son) 
Jim’s. wife. May, their daughter. 


Dorothy and their son, Wilbur. 
In the old days, the Sinclairs have 


been a _ hard-working group of 
hoofers, used to long Jumps, touch 


hours, bad spotting, one-nighters and 
;all the rest. Then young Dorothv 
won herself a job in Hollywood ard 
the family quit work. She became 
their ‘meal ticket’ and they took l'"e 
easy which included plenty of cock- 
tail parties and general entertain- 
ing. 

Dorothy. however, didn’t take to 
screen acting, thereby proving her- 
self* something of seven days’ mira- 


cle. After telling her family some 
preity straight facts, she finally 


packed up and eloped to Africa with 
her boy-friend, a doctor. 

Things looked bad ior 
clairs, and Jim actually 
going to work. At 
ment, precocious young Wilbur ar- 
rived. with the news that he had 
taken screen tests and had a fine 
juve offer. Papa Sinclair reverted 
to type; he started haggling over 
terms. 

Perhaps Mankiewicz figured this 
would have been a little too unpleas- 
ant an ending. At any rate. he 
ditched it by having young Wilbur 
speak up shrilly for $50 for himself 
and then having the father, im- 
pressed by this outcry, decide against 
| the whole thing. He told Wilbur the 
contract was all out and that he him- 
self would be the family wage- 
earner. As the curtain fell, he was 
paddling his young offspring which 
was something needed for a long time. 

The vaude show is brought in bv 
means of the party sequences at 
which the Sinclairs and some of 
their old friends indulge in all their 
two-a-day specialties. There are 
card-tricks, juggling turns, magic 
phenomena and a shadowgraph ex- 
|hibition. First night audience liked 
the last-named, but it’s much too 
long. End of Act II has all the 
hurly-burly and excitement that 
marked ‘You Can’t Take It With 
| You,’ but isn’t one-tenth as effective. 
| Best part of it at the opening here 
| was the escape of a couple of pigeons 
into the footlights as the curtain 
fell and frantic attempts to cap- 
{ture them without raising curtain in 
| full again. 

Cast is very uneven with honors 
undoubtedly going to Leona Powers, 
jas Rose, the wise-cracking, hard- 
| boiled Grandma of the outfit. Part 
jis funny and so is Miss Powers. 
|Joseph Greenwald is capital as a 
| friend of the family. Charlies King 
seems to flounder a bit as Jim, but 
may work into the role. Peggy 
French is okay as the charming 
| Dorothy and Ruth Holden gets by as 
| Jim’s wife. The precocious Wilbur is 
| properly objectionable in the hands 
|of Raymond Roe. Harry Wagstaff 
| Gribble’s direction isn’t up to his 
| former standards but, then, it isn’t 
| his type of play. 
| Looks like a Herculean task 
make anything out of this one. 

Waters. 


(‘The Meal Ticket’ was withdrawn 
from circulation at the conclusion of 
Philadelphia week. No Broadway 
showing before September at least.) 


the Sin- 
considered 
this exact m» 


to 





Hunt for ‘Tony’s Wife’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Hunt, Condor Pictures 
player, is going to N. Y. in April 


Eleanor 


for a spot in Robert S. Feldman’s 
play, ‘Tony’s Wife.’ 
Musical is slated to open at the 


Longacre, N. Y., April 26. 














“Red, Hot and Biue,” Alvin, N.Y 
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~ Bills Next Wi eck 





(Continued from page 59) 
Doris Reed 
| Peter & Cont'l’s 


Versailles 
Sylvia Froos 


Olga Moskova 
Zachar Martinoft 
Yasha Datsko Ore 
Sapphire Room 
Vernon Rickard 


Ann Seton Reginald Gardiner 
Barry Winton Ore Iltiana 

stork Club S Morgan Dancers 

. . lis Ore Raphael 
ast —— Ben Yost Collegians 
Gus Martel Ore Manya & Drigo 
Meadowbrook Kove 
Tokay 


Hawaiian Ser’n'd'rs 
Mme Ilona Thury 
Jonnny Carter 
Maria Karolyia 
Dorothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 





Village Barn 
Floria Vestofft 
Larry McMahon 
Lewis Sis 
Serrannos 


| 

Merrill & Zona Helene Miller 
Lillian Kabnes | Ruskin & Norman 
Louis Kovac | Wayne Kennon 
Gypsy Rosika Ore | Zeh Carver Co 
Eddie Ashman Ore | Mike Bollero 

Ubangi Milt Mann Ore 
Gladys Bentley Rev Yacht Club 
Broomfield & G / “ 

Long Henry Youngman 


Avon 


Evelyn Robinson | Deris Rhodes 

Rabe Matthews Terry Green 

Kina Holly | Frances Faye 

7 _ ¥ | > 9 

Jbie Austin Ore } Lillian Lovey 

—— a |} Wilkins & James 

VathaHa | 23 Diplomats 
Pancho & Dolores Art Stanley Ore 
Biscayne Kennel | Fox & Ames 
Club Romany 3 

Ted Lewis Orc | Terry Lawlor 
Club Bagdad | Burnette & Walt 

Murray & Alan |; Gus Steck Ore 

Jack Irving Merry-Go-Round 

y £ é >i S« | 

A ggg Gibson Phil Baxter 

toss 2 ue . ‘ 

Ann Sherwood seo Cornwell 


Bulowski Or 


Biltmore 


Count 


> lle i 
Deauvill Miami 





| Geo 


Baron & Blair 
Sigmund Spaeth | Lester Cole ; 
Bernie Dolan Ore Lathrep Bros & Lee | 
— \ 3ergere Ore 
French Casino - A os toe ’ 
‘Folies Parisienne’ R : 2 
Jolly Coburn Ore Palm Island Club 
Dave Miller Ore | Crees & Dunn 
. 5 Eunice Healy 
Pall i ee | Nick Long Jr 
° | Bob Ripa 
Honey Mue , as 
Awan Haw oe | Joan Evans 
@ Rays. | Nitzi Vernille 
Selbys } Marian Callahan 
§ ys sae 
Etvi Covato Ore | ~ pagal sua 
tusie Moré 
Holly vo ' Country ; Phil Romano Ore 
; a Roney Plaza 
Minor & Root G aa, ~~ 
Rodney McLennan Eva Or ed Jaina 
Xavier Cugat Ore ave rtega 


Gwynne 
Freddy 
Carlos 
Don 


4 Esquires 
Hollywood Yacht 
Club 
Fields 


Bernard 
Molina Ore 
Quintano Ore 


Royal Palm Club 


Benny 
Cardini 


Lorraine Manners Yacht Club Boys 
can Gaxoant i OEY Cnn 
ps > : : tuth Terry 

Howard Lally Ore Stuart Morgan 4 


Ira’s Supper Club 
Brandt & Fowler 
Adrienne Andre 
Howard Brooks 
Gomez & Winona 


Catherine O'Neal 
Clemente Ore 
Chas Dornberger 4 


Town Casino 


; jen Perry 
Val Olman Ore toberta Sherwood 
Jack Dempsey's Alma & Rowland 
Beck Melton & B /| Paul Sabin Ore 
Bali | Omar’s Dome 
Bruz Fletcher |} Yvonne St Claire 
Jeanne Teller | Maria Monterez 





Don 


Charles Lawrence {| Gagnon & Br'ught'n 

Beverly Wiishire | George Redman Ore 
|} Jack Stein | 

Ruth Robin oo ‘ 

Larry Lee Ure Pacific Sunset Club 
Biltmore Bow! Jean Page 

Crane 2 Rex Denny 

Eddie Rio Co Dee Sis - 

Tommy Wonder Bobbie Stewart 

Dick Webster Janet Jorean 

Joy Hodges | Ray Hali Ore 


Marion DanielJs 
3 Rhythm Ruscais 
Harry Stockwell 

Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


Cafe Casanova 


Palomar 
Amanda & Lita 
Jack & V Starry 
Doreanne & Dougl's 
Stanley Hickman 
Muzzy Marcellino 


Tie Toe Girls 3 Debutantes 

x Grey & J Bergen | tludson Metzcer Gls 
“anova Ore Ted Fio Rito 

The Theodoras 


Paris Inn 


Cafe La Maze Dominic Columbo 


Park Ave Boys 


Stan Clair Ore rund ey ‘i 
é “yea andaino 
Clover Club sei . 
Hugo Marcheiti 


Bob agg ee Thora Maithaison 
t 


, , 2 
Rhumba Carmela Montero 





Cocoanut Grove Anna Crosby 
4 Playboys Marguerita del Rio 
Ray Hendricks Juan de Martinis 
Dawn Roland Patsy Mart 
Billy Wilson Thora Mathaison 
Col Manny Pracer Pete Contrelli Ore 
jen Bernie Ore | Seven Seas 


El Mirador 
Lurline 


Lily Gibson 
Lonnie MelIntire Or: 





Wally Vernon Somerset House 
Ramesdell Girls Alexander Tome 
Slim Martin Ore Bill Zerker 
Club Esquire Camille Saray 
Joe Frisco Topsy's 
Lynn Hlayes Pat O'Shea 
Vicki Joyce Arnold Sis 
Ben Light Herbert Dexter 
4 Esquires Leona Rice 
Famous Door Agnes Johnson 
ich Lane Al Eldredge Ore 
Loula Prima Ore day Williams 
Little Club Trocadero 


Piiil 


7 é‘ Ohman Ore 
Tiny Meredith ge sy at 
Jane Jones U-Gene's 
Paul Kendall Rarbara Rack 
Helen Warner | Frank Gollagher 
Rose Valyda Dave Mack 
CUICAGO 
Blackhawk Miticent DeWitt 
Mildred Bailey Art Williams Core 
ted Norvo Ore Club Minnet 
Blackstone Hote! Tonya 
Radix tae | Alvina Morton 
Georges & Jalna or Samos 
Huso Mariani Lois Lorraine 
Corinna Mura Jerry Glidden Ore 
Collette & Barry Colony Club 
Al Kavelin’s Orc Pat Kennedy 
Chez Paree | Bet a at 
— he Lewis Sis 
Pb sar Bergen Etta Reed 
nicl Neisen | Ruth Howrieh 
ert Froliman | Paulette LaPierre 
Paul Sydell Jack Fischman (6). 
Lorraine Santseh ‘ ; 
* chal Colosimes 
. poine Buckles . 
is ° Faith Bacon 
zuna Sedgwick " . . 
, Tracy, Gale & 1 
Club Alabam Robinson 2 
Virzinia James ' Mildred Rock 
Elfie Burton | Bernice Rucans 


Bernard & Henry 


| Bobby Danders 








Kay H 
| The 


A Robbins 
; Rudi Grasi 
|} Sara Ann McCabe 
Anderson & Allen 
Mary Raye 
Geo Campo 


| Brook 


Bankoff & Cannon 
Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 

Ethel Shutta 

Stan Kavanagh 

Bernhardt & Gr'h’'m 

Bob Hall 

Gus Arnheim Ore 
Gay 90's 

Jules Novitt’s Ore 

Colleen 

Marion 

Marian 


Parker 
Miller 
Grand Terrace 
Fle'te’r Hend'son Or 
Harry’s N. ¥, 
Cabaret 
Buddy Walker 
Melba Brian 
Jane Ruby 
Buddy & Selma 
Marion Morgan 





ili-Hat 

Edith Griffith 
3 Variety Bovs 
Judith Dean 
Jean Walker 

Hotel Bismarck 

(Walnut Koom) | 
Phil LeVant Ore } 
George Wald | 
Gretchen Lee | 
McNallie Sis 
Don & S Jennings 
Bert Granoff 
Tod Liebling 
Terry Howard 


Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Jimmie Christie 
Whitey Neuman 

Drake Hotel 

(Silver Forrest) 
Clyde 
Karre Le ft 
Noble & Donnelly 
Jane Pickens 
Donald Novis 


Hotel 





Lucas Or 


saron 


Edgewater 
. Beach 
(Marine Koom) 
Oisen Orc 


Perry : 
Cc arlion. Emmys Pets 
Marque & Mar«’ette 
Edith Caldwell 
Leighton Noble 
Harriett Smith's Gis 
Hotel Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 
Room) 
King’s Jesters Ore 
Marjorie Whitney 
Wayne Lorraine 
Liebling & Howard 


Hote! Merrison 
(Terrace Room) 


(Casino Parisien) 





Eileen 
Grace 


O'Connor 
& Nico 


Naldi 

Carmen Romero 
Jack Whitney 
Jerome Andrews 
Jimmy Garret Ore 
Lou Breese Ore 


Hotel Paimer House 
(Empire Koom) 

Ray & Trent 

3 Samuels 

Harriet & Hayes 

Roberts & White 

June Taylor 

Geo Hamilton Ore 

Paul Rosini 

Abbott Dancers 
Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 


Gertrude Hoffman 
Cal Varsity & 


Garcia & Perrot 
Sonny & Sonny 

6 Lindy Hoppers 
Elsie Ames 

Nick Arne 

Lois Still 

Roger Pryor Ore 


Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Keom) 


Stevens Septeite 
Donna Duy 

Janet Evans 
Frankie Masters O1 


Parody Club 

Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyne Baker 
Eadie Fahrnier 
Henry Simmons 
Freddy Janis Ore 

Royale Frolice 
coer Kay 


& C Stroud 
iaderaede & Farney 
| Peggy Moore 
Adair & Richards 
Francis Wills 
Jack Hilliard 
Henri Lisnon Ore 
Chas Engels Ore 
Trocadero Casino 
Francisco & Mario 
4 MeNallies 
Violet Love 
Pat Chandler 


Don Fernando's Ore 
Vanity Fair 
Edith Murray Ore 
Via Lago 

Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & L: 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Jerry & Turk 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 


atisha 


Peter Higgins 
Sunny Shaw 
Satch & Satchell 
Lee Purdy 

885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Eddie Seuth 
Toni Lane 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage Inn | 
Nichols Ore | 
Barbara Belmore 
Helen O'Shea | 
Mann, Hasting & M | 
Hope Star 
Mario Villani 
Carlos & Velos 
Arcadia Int'l 
Emerson Gill Ore 
Pepino & featrice | 
James Hall | 
Duval, Marion & I 
Marion Mann 
Arcadia Tango 
Aronomink 


Bd 
Farms 
Lorraine Chevalier 
Jerry Marcello 
Carroll Osborne 
Buddy Burns 
Barritz Cafe 
Chico & Dolores 
Ethel Martin 
Doc Anton Ore 
Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Koom) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Georgian Room) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Earl Denrry Ore 
Carlos & Marchan 
Eddie Ash 
Patsy Ogden 
Hurry Rose 
Bariell & Hurst 
May MekKim 4 
Jay King 
Chez Michaud 
Jonny Graff Ore 
Colony Club 
Harry Adar’s 3 
Eddie Schlitz 
Virginia Bennett 
Margie Drummond | 
Ruth Ford 
Dot Sperling 
Peggy Dale 
Ruth Mandix 
Phyllis LaRue 
Embassy Club 
Adams 
Cecelia Bronson 
Maryan Merces 
Joan Hope 
Joyvee Henry 
Billy Maples 
Freddy Baket 
Cliff Hall 
Donoghue's 
Jetty Madden 
Margie Norris 
Geraldine Costello 
Hielen lorraine 
Harry Meyers 
Ed Delehants 
Frank Valumbo's 
tob Ridley | 
amiiton ! 
Rhythy 
M Montgomery 
Tre Mores 
Geo Scott 
J Littletield 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguers) 
8 Texas Rockets 


Ore 





mettes 


Ore 


| 
Jean ‘Travers 
James rvans Co 
4 Vespers 
IL’ Amour & Toijour 
Ross MeLean 
Agnes Tolle 
Vineent Kizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 


Evan BE Fontaine 
Hotel Vhiladelphian 
(Mirror Room) 

J. Fr 
Walter Donahue 
Marty 


Joanne Andrews 


setto Cire 


natis Cire 


Whirling Aces (3) 
Madiste & Micnell 
Betty O'’Brady 
The Debutantes 
Kit Kat Kafe 
Gibbons & Adams 
Jimmiy Kelly 
Margie Smith 
Kit Kat Kittens 
Bill Honey Ore 
Melba Beaudroux 
Lambs Tavern 
Joe Landy Ore 


Little Rathskeller 


| Marty Bohn 


Mary Bowers 

Roman «& M: 

Julinn & 

Darlene & 

Nancy Lee 

Jack Griffin Ore 
1523 Locust 

Bubbles Shelby 

lise Hart 

Billie Lee 

Linda Ray 

Jean Farrar 

Little Erny 

3 Kings 
Ritz-Carlton 

(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ure 


Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 

Norman Duke 
Colbert & liana 
Joan Merrill 
Mickey F 
1214 Spruce 
Tomack 
Kiros 


Sid 
Reiss 
Show Gals ¢10) 
Jimmy Blake 
20th Century Tavern 
Barney Zeeman Ore 
Jiazel Ilarman 
Al Stone e 
J & Della 
3 Esquires 
21 Club 
Tommy 
Warwick 
tichard Bach 
Sally LaMarr 
Ann Rush 
Mary Lee 
Nancy Barry 
Ubansi Club 
Doc Hyder's Ore 
Josephine Wilser 
Johnny tlhude 
Ethel Fraye 
‘ Chocolate 
Vietoria Vipal 
Charlie Ba 


Martin 


Monroe 
Sis 


Drops 


| Bobby Evans 


Fay Banks 
Parrish Cafe 
2 Wenpattens 


Vernon Gu 


Lee Allen & Lucille 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Tony Murray's Cafe 
Frat Milton 

don J Vie 

Gyps Migunmey 

Keil liea 

Jimin Paul 

Irene Puyner Ove 
Murry Lee 
Dutkin’s Rathsketler 
Lucy Garat 

Viol Klaiss Orc 
| ‘Terry sis 

Annie Joy 

ls lie is 

Frank Ponti 


Stamp'’s Cafe 
Danny Monigomery 
Pasiine & Gazelle 
Dancing Ke 
Ruth Hr 
Kahn & 


innedys 
own 
Delinto 


amilant Or | 





| at Floyd Bennett field with the cans | 





BALLET RUSSE’S ‘FAUN’ 


DANCE STIRS THE STIX 


Seattle, Feb. 23. 


Censorship war over Ballet Russe’s 
number is in 
asking 
right to demand preview of any 
attraction that may be anticipated as 


‘Dance of the Faun, 


city council, with censors 


being too racy for this town 


Cecelia Schultz, mgr. of the Moore 
did ca- 
performances, 
that in that particular case 
$600 to put 


theatre, where the Russe 
pacity for three 
counters 
it would have cost her 
on the preview. 


Met’s Baltimore Dates 


Bring Big Advance 


Baltimore, Feb. 23. 





rite Cac! Oseet PHILLY BALL 
st’: FOR PARIS EXPO 


Jooss Ballet, booked in Shanghai | 





Feb. 24, has cancelled its entire Ori- | 
ental tour. 

‘Military gendarmerie in Tokyo has 
prohibited performances without any 
official explanation,’ is the only 
available explanation. 


MYRA HESS’ BALTIMORE. 
DATE PACKS 'EM IN 


| 





Paris, Feb. 15. 
The Philadelphia Ballet, headed 
by Catherine Littlefield, will open 
the program of international dance 
recitals, which are to be given here 

during the Exposition. 
Some 10 nations, 
America England, 
Japan and Italy, 





including 
Germany, Russia, 
have already offi- 


r ~ ° 

The Bach Club, in Baltimore, is otalty asked to take part in the re- 
group of music lovers promoting ap-| citals, which will begin early in 
pearances of lesser-light classical | papa 
artists for one-niters in a small hall| This appearance here, which will 





seating no more than 300. Past couple | 


| 
| 
| be made at the Theatre des Champs- 
out of | 


years have just about kept Elysees, will be the first this Ameri- 
red. | can company has made in Europe, 
} Last week pianist, Myra Hess, did ——_—__—_— 


a stint and house peddled all seats 


PHILA. TEMPLE PLAN 








First returns in mail orders for | and standee accommodations two 
Baltimore’s Metropolitan Opera sea- | Gays tn advense. Fiest time — “ne ! 
son, March 29 and 31, exceeded al] boom biz for the Bach Club, so 
expectations. Playing a two-day en- | 87UP splurged by taking newspaper 
f Bg eee ho c | ad space announcing chairs were "seit EaP 
gagement this year instead of the | ® I S —" ade ; "e 
meal three, Frederick R. Huber. lo- | gone and standing room ‘was not Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 
~y chante By op dicing . ’ | available.’ Proposals for new Temple of Music 
a eee ee Met, an- | ee ee eee in Philly brought hurried squawks 
ars g P Saf ot ee this | | this week from managers of existing 
year twice that of last and way ‘Ss k Pp houses. Jddn I. Lewis. Jc crestaa 
7 < ee pre aE . 4 a © , Jr., president 
alt lage ope five. Attractions | travins y atoneers | of Academy of Music, admitted his 
s season are ‘Lohengrin’ with Flag- | outfit might as well fold if proposi- 
| stad, Melchior and List, among others | Cleveland Symphony + ‘ells. eee 
on the 29th and ‘La Traviata’ with | ‘The plan,’ he said. ‘would result 
Rosa Ponselle, Tibbett and Crooks in ee in ‘aceuileen of still ae more magnifie 
leads for the 31st. Some added in- | Cleveland, Feb. 23. | 0 
Ser : ‘3 ° . | cent theatre, when standing idle we 
terest in La Ponselle this year be- Finishing a two-week trek in | already hs He he Me S lit: esas 
seus. of hee atest binndind wilh | which it gave concerts in 10 cities. | already have une etrope itan ¢ pera 
Cari Jackson. son of local mayor. | the Cleveland Symphony orchestra | ebb the Erlanger and. the easy 
Sara ae ; | returns home to Severance Hall to | aum theatres. ‘ : 
begin rehearsals for two concerts | Academy is a Philly _ institush, 
this week under Igor Stravinsky as housing Metopera when here, danc- 
Fly Newsreels | guest-conductor. Russian compose "bode and other arty stuff. Four thou- 


joined tour in Princeton, N. J.. lead- sand seat Metropolitan opera house 





(Continued from page 1) 


under his arm. 
Just in case the flight isn’t a suc- 


cess, second copies will be shipped | 
on the Hindenburg, Zeppelin, but 


that takes too long for eager Movie- 


tone. which sees the plane transport | 


beating the airship by at 
hours 
Spectacular plans have seeped and 


least 24 


| 
| ing recitals there and in Allentown, | has been virtually shuttered for 
| Pa. | past five years. Attempts to use it 
Stravinsky is first of series of se- | for films were a turkey. Mastbaum, 
ries of guest-directors who will | 3.500-seater, is another floparoo. Er- 
| pinch-hit during Dr. Artur Rodzin- | langer has been used recently as 
| Ski’s leave of absence. After a rest testing puted for legit. 
| in Atlantic City, Rodzinski will be- | ae ee 
| come guest batoneer of Philharmonic M Is. ¢ h Na 
symphony in New York for eight iu ymp ony ames 
weeks. Clevelander alsc has been 


| Mitropoulos, Conductor 


invited to conduct concerts at Paris 


| international expo, with Paderewski 


have other newsreel units by the | as piano soloist and orch of 129 this RRR Hi Feb. 23 
ears, with Jeffrey Bernerd of Gau- | summer. | = Dimitri Mitinecninties who om ee 
mont-British particularly peeved. | " | conducting his own orchestra in 
Fox is within its rights, however,|  ¢ m . ° | Athens, Greece, has been appointed 
the pooling agreement _being con- | Sybil Revived In Buda | conductor of the Minneapolis Sym- 
fined to shooting facilities and dis- | phony orchestra for the next two 
tribution in the U. K | seasons, succeeding Eugene Or- 
Sites the entire length of the pro- | Budapest, Feb. 12. mondy who resigned td tod 
cessional route are being shared, but ‘Sybil,’ one of the great hits of | helm of ‘1 eine tote - — _ 
none of the units yet knows if per- | the pre-war heroic age of operetta, | He had here ’ ~ sr —— 
mission will ‘definitely be given for has been revived at the Budapest a ~ _ prdad ee _ weews Vee 
shooting in Westminster Abbey. |Opera House, which makes a point the Atth of pret pre joo a 
They think yes, because the govern- | Of featuring classical comic opera, to ductors Phe Tbe prs wha : — rere 
ment and other authorities are eager | give occasional relief to its repertory orchestra during this interi - oon 
to have true records of the great | ‘of Wagner, Verdi and other high- Mitropoulc "eg oe G :. Ay n bath 
national ballyhoo covering the entire | hats. sides on aetagy Seg te = 4 “7 “re 
Empire Victor Jacobi’s music for ‘Sybil’ headed and Mone virdy te a By 
Warners is putting into produc- |h@S never lost its popularity here, : 1 ay of te Ge 


tion at its Teddington plant a Coro- 
nation special titled ‘The King’s Peo- 
ple, with John Drinkwater signed to 
script and comme cate. 

Picture will cover five reigns, 
from Queen Victoria to George VI, 
and will contain interchangable 
sections to give emphasized local in- 
terest in the Dominions of Canada, 
Australia, South Africa, New Zea- 
land and India. Stock sh ts of his- 
toric events will be pieced together, 
with additional studio work 
rently in progress. 


Newsreel nd color photographs of 


| the Coronation will be flown to New 


York from England _ in 
showing in U. S. 
hours 


time for 
theatres within 36 
after actually being shot. That 
is the plan now being nc ~otiated 
with indications that ace aviators 
will be secured to make the arduous 
flight. 

Conversations are now on between 








cur- | 


biggest hit here of any of the guest 
conductors. Because he wishes to 
conduct his Athens orchestra until 
the middle of December, the first few 
concerts of next season here will be 
handled by another conductor, 


eee 


Bosten Symph Estate 
Skeds Music Fests 


Czech ‘Bartered ‘Bride’ may 


| Philanthropic | gesture has been the 
Boston Symphony | orch. ‘Tangle- 
wood,’ 210-acre rural estate on fringe 
of Stockbridge, Mass. Spot will be’ 
used for annual outdoor Berkshire 


in spite of the 23 years that have 
passed since its first performance in 
Budapest. Score has been aug- 
mented with numbers from the com- 
poser’s older works, and a_ ballet 
scene interpolated ‘in the second act. 

‘Sybil’ was done on Broadway in 
1916, with Julia Sanderson, Donald 
Brian and Joseph Cawthorn in the 
principal Lena 








| Sung in Amsterdam. 
The Hague, Feb. 12. 

| Under auspices of the Wagner 
Association at 


Amsterdam the , 
- ’ isymphonie festivals ore s 
Czechoslovakian state opera gave t* . rit z sivals orch holds Igts 
, ‘h spring. 
two performances there of Sme- yd a i } l 
Pina ; 7, a : H >wWO ; J ns 
tana’s ‘Bartered Bride This is, of = od has long been sort of 


a literary shrine in New England. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne scribbled sev- 
eral of his books on premises. 


ALTER SALZBURG F ESTHAUS 


course, the specialty of that country, 
as since its premiere at Prague in 
1866, this opera ran there about 
1,300 times. 
| The whole national company came 





reaper feo the Hearst organi- |) over from Prague, including artists, Vienna, Feb. 12 
zation and Oth Century-Fox (Movie- chorus, props, etc.: but the orch in Governor Franz Rehr! of Salzburg 
jtone). Entirely likely that color | attendance was the Concertgebouw, |is taking an active hand in. the 
/new sreel shots bh b included in | egnducted by the Czech batonist | planned reconstruction of the festi- 
. ‘erage rinti “e « “te a : 
coverage. Aviation transportation | Yaclac Talich. The title role was | val house. Toscanini has advocated 
across the Atlantic would Jand pic- | sung by Ota Horako ‘a. |it two years. Rehrl said that there 
igs — in the ee an vont |are five points to be considered. 
aon 1n merica so ciat they could } Th 6 . : on 
be shown in film theatres east of | Stoki’s $ ‘ion Jaunt on ., P a oe cmap a gv hoe 
do : : | 5 } me ace , aditiona 
Chicago the night of the following Philedelphia, Feb. 23 | reasons 2. Architecture must cor 
dav. Leopold Stokowski, batoneer of |, 
} ; |respond to the surrounding houses. 
—- |} the town orch, has announced that|, ‘mp * ' 
he will again have t ostpone i3. The view must not suffer. 4. 
- ulse Jennie K 4 afalr ave S me ¢ ’ . 
Flo Hulse | Bennie Kay 3 tenn ag sag : Thin : “ ‘| Money invested in the old building 
Jaci ehinson iking ; ‘“ojyecte ) ) Japan. S 1S 1e . at 
Johnny Welsh Po ee rp third time : must be repaid. 5. No interference 
Streets of Paris a - ‘Hare ee - ” during the festival season. 
terry Fine's Ore | Grace O'Mara | A date with the 120 Men and aj} . pl cate! . 
1 : | Happy Thomipser ln >a . | tehrl has proposed to change the 
Harry Aldridge ‘iller & Milla? |Girl’ film (Universal) is the latest Pies ; . ) 
Joe Daly mitier & MM | |name of the square from St. Peter 
Todd \ Evelyn Rarnes reason | r 
Teds e M Davis Viking 3 |} to Toscanini. 
iki Nikolai sage -—— 
Penn Fay Ore | o a 
Worth Sis ini . 
Jean Scott Weber's Hof Brau Toscanini’s Dutch Dates | Palestine > Symph. Returns Home 
rest cage mo (Camden) The Hague, Feb. 12. | Jerusalem, Feb. 6. 
rine ’ es on ¢ Je: r _ j y . . 
Dot Driscoll “s te - +y Toscanini, the famous conductor, With Egypt’s acclamations behind 
Peggy J “ ston Dolphin Bros signed on to conduct two concerts in | them, Palestine Symph orch, Tose 
woe oe - ‘nN a ~— erev | Holland (Hague and _ Rotterdam) | canini-less, entered into its engagee 
nice srite evelvin § . | . 
Marty Bs rton One int'l Inet nepta: 2 | Carly in March, to be given by ; ments in Palestine in earnest Packed 
Joe Reilly t bch radians | Hague residential orchestra. :houses~ and somewhat overdone 
ee a vty — ogg ~ ——, It is the first appearance on the | praise now daily occurrences. 
Fi] ‘ NHN recor, dui ‘ * 
Gladys Janes Lovis Chalkin Ore | platform in Holland of the maestro, | Issey Dobrowen is at the helm, 
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Broadway 


D. A. Doran off to the Coast again. 


Charlie Freeman back from Texas 
trek. 


Jean Sargent back after Florida 
engagement. 


National Music Week designated 
as May 2 to 8. 

Bob (Television) Collier flew 
from the Coast. 

Matty Zimmerman away for rest 
after losing wife. 

Jackie Coogan making the Broad- 
way nitery rounds. 

Frank Tours squawking about hav- 
ing teeth extracted. 

Dr. Leo Michel arranged show for 
N. Y. U. Saturday (20). 
Louis Berman has resigned as 
of Imperial Pictures. 
Arthur Hurley staging Harvard's 
Hasty Pudding show again. 

Havana is the spot for 
Raines’ vacation this winter. 

Bide Dudley’s son, Bronson, 
butting in Wiman kid musical. 

Sally Benson and family to Holly- 
wood to finish a new novel. 

Arthur Hopkins about ready to call 
it a season. Script trouble the rea- 





4 
i 


m. 


Halsey 


de- 


son. 

Laura Hays and her’ husband, 
Jean Lenauer, skiing up Montreal 
way. 


Fred Zweifel celebrated birthday 
Saturday but held out on the exact 
véar. 

“ Henry Hull has kayoed that cold 
that marred his first performance for 
Guild. 

Sidney Harmon to Hollywood in 

search of a femme lead for ‘Ivory 


es. 

Walter Donaldson, the composer, 
did a one-niter in a Baltimore nitery 
Sun. (21). 

Jack Lord and Ann Pritchard back 
from Lordon and Monte Carlo en- 
gagements. 

Svence Bettleheim’s 45th street 
Yacht Club to have chowder at Pic- 
cadilly March 6. 

Victor Samrock is general man- 
aver of ‘Yes. My Darling Daughter,’ 
Playhouse, N. Y. 

Florence Allyn now executive 
secretary of Concert League, lecture 
and concert studio. 

Dave Wall-ce ahead of No. 2 ‘You 
Can’t Take It’ troupe, now in Chi. 
Leon Svachner back. 

Reg Connelly back from his Holly- 
wood quickie and due to sail home 
to England next week. 

Harry Schrader of McBride’s ticket 
azency copped motor car in No. 1 
Elks’ drawing last week. 

Collation at Murray Stone cafe for 
Barney Bowman, youngest member 
of Treasurer Club board. 

Irving Tishman bound for 
Springs, where he will meet 
brother, Sam. from Chicago. 

Mary Mascon in ‘Brother Rat’ is 
wife of Carl Fisher, George Abbott’s 
nephew and general manager. 

Frank G. Kennedy, formerly 
the Forrest hotel grill. now 
Bucky Fitzgerald’s establishment. 

Frank Buck in from the Coast to 
handle new consignment of jungle 
denizens which arrived this week. 

Three-day Washington’s birthday 
week-end saw exodus Friday (19) 
from New York of many film people. 

Ben Grauer back from Philadel- 
phia, where he played a week as 
emsee with NBC unit at Earle the- 
atre. 


Hot | 
his 


at 
at | 


in | 





| London 


Frank Bernard’s wife in hospital. 

Lee Sims to do six discs for Decca. 

Teddy Joyce going through bank- 
ruptcy. 

Vera Nargo off to Monte Carlo on 
a four week vacation. 

Lucienne Boyer playing a return 
date at the Cafe de Paris. 

Fred Sanborn over a severe bout 


|} of congestion of the left lung. 


Four Franks already have two of- 
fers for pantomime for next year. 

Walter Forde to direct ‘Mr. Pick- 
wick’ for Capitol Films, based on 
Dickens’ character. 

Lee Sims doing a television broad- 
cast and nearly missing the matinee 
at the Victoria Palace. 

Darlene Walders awaiting the ar- 
rival of her mother, due in early 
April from Los Angeles. 

Connie Russell, grand-daughter of 
Marie Russell, working 
three gramophone companies. 

O’Donnell and Blair to the Al- 
hambra, Paris; likewise Fred San- 
born, who plays a return date. 

Dolinoffs and Raya Sisters, after 
seven weeks’ panto at Bath, off to 
th> Rex Cinema, Paris; Vienna next. 

Bert Ambrose and Jack Harris 
dickering with Ethel Waters and 
Fat Swallow for their reconstructed 
Ciro’s. 

Rimacs have four months consecu- 
tive bookings here, including 10 
weeks with Paramount and Union 
Cinemas. 

Kay, Katva and Kay in quick re- 
turn at the Savoy hotel and doubling 
at the Berkeley for the same man- 


agement. 
Val Gielgud and Felix Felton, 
British Broadcasting Corp. pro- 


ducers, throwing a cocktail party to 
‘Broadway’ company. 

Walter Dare Wahl rushing from 
the Alhambra, Paris, to open at the 
Savoy hotel. in response to a cable 
from Eric Wollheim. 

Kate Rorke attended the premiere 
of Sydney Caroll’s revival of ‘The 
Road to Ruin’; she played the in- 
genue role 51 years ago. 

Windmill theatre celebrated its 
fifth anniversary of non-stop revue 
with a stage party and presentations, 
the audience intermingling. 

Franklyn D’Armour now. touring 
his own unit on the continent. Has 
Paul Kirkland and Jack Lane with 
aw besides a line of continental 
S1rts, 

Ben Litts here for 10 days to line 
up talent for the Hollywood, 
nitery they are operating at Juan 
Les Pains, but finding it difficult to 
get acts. 

Bob Robinson and Virginia Mar- 
tin trying to get ou. of the Troca- 
dero cabaret show to make the new 
Robitschek-Mistinguett revue at the 
Alhambra, Paris. 

Due to sprained ligament of Eddie 
Seamon, Forsythe, Seamon and Far- 
rell are out of the Holborn bill, 
where they were intended to double 
from Shevherd’s Bush Empire. 

Queen Mary visited ‘French With- 





Osgood Perkins eyed ‘Tovarich’ 
mat ’tother day to memorize fencing 
scene biz for Coast showing due 
soon. 

Irwin Dash brought his wife and 
daughter over this time. London 
music publisher doesn’t sail back 
until March 18. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Martin 
(Rosemary Dering) back from en- 
gavement at the Savoy hotel. Lon- 
don, this week. 

Jan Garber left his orch at Roval 
Palms, Miami. for a quick three-day 
peek at Broadway. Maestro has now 
returned south. 

Abe Minsky, of the Gaiety and 
Gotham burley operations. back 
from Florida. where he’s been on a 
three-week vacation. 

Eddie Davis to Cuba. hibernating 
at a new resort development 110 
miles distant from Havana. Just the 
beach is the main attraction. 

The Jimmy Campbells (Betty Bal- 
four) exvect their new heir next 
month which means they won't be 
over this time until summer or early 
fall. 

G. B. Jarrett. off to Holivwood to 
collect props. costumes. etc. for 
annual Film Industry exhibit at the 
Stecl Pier, Atlantic City. N. J.. this 
summer. 

Al Gold, cameraman for Fox news- 
reel, claims distinction of being first 
newsreel photographer to become a 
grandfather. His daughter. Mrs. 
Milton Goichman, gave birth to son. 

Donald Friede goes back to Hol- 
lywood tomorrow (Thursday) after 
a week in N. Y. Started to drive 


in from the Coast. but had to leave | 


his car in Texas and train the rest 
of the way. 
Vincent Travers, musical director 
of French Casino, hosted the music 
publishers at luncheon at Leon & 
Eddie’s yesterday. in celebration of 
his second vear at the F.C.. and also 
in 2nvreciation to the music men. 
Thot big Larchmont anartment 
fire last week cau7ht Virginia Smith 
fore ord aft. Informed that it 
looked like. cher hove to leave the 


buildin«. Mice Smith colmly ran a 
th aed nsclinad: thenaine singin. 
(Ayn ters 4," Stay "Way from My 
Door.’ It did. 


out Tears’ at the Criterion, Feb. 8. 
her first play since she came out of 
mourning, although she has attended 
two film performances for charity. 

Alfredo, while fulfilling a date in 
Dublin, journeying to Galway. to see 
Mat McKeigue’s folks, as reciprocity 
for McKeigue having seen his (AI- 
fredo’s) people when last in New 
York. 

Will Mahoney is the Coronation 
attraction at the Victoria Palace. 
Opens May 3 for four weeks with 
option. on guarantee and percentage. 
Mae Questel (‘Betty Boop’) makes 
her English debut on the same bill. 

Miller and Wilson returned to the 
Victoria Palace bill, after walking 
because they were made to close the 
show. Reason for overlooking the 
spotting was managements’ threat to 
injunct them from playing Grosvenor 
House, where they are booked for 
six weeks. 





| Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Perry’s Circus a click in Sydney. 

Charlie Lucus back into the fight 
game here. 

‘Wild Violets’ still holding up well 
in Melbourne. 

Newsreel trade very good in Syd- 
ney at present. 

Stan Crick of Fox readying to go 
abroad next month. 

Sir Ben Fuller off 
voyage to New Zealand. 

Hal Carleton, Metro, holidaying at 
| Palm Beach with his family. 
| Stuart Doyle dickering 
| idea for stage presentations. 


the Prince Edward, Sydney. 
Stuart Codde, Fox exploiter, 
covering from a serious illness. 


on another 





with an 


the year’s best pic for over here. 
Creswell O'Reilly. State censor, 
preparing for a vacation abroad, 
Additional neon lighting 
added to the State theatre. Sydney. 
Jim Gerald will produce a series 
of revues in Sydney for Frank Neil. 
Warner’s ‘Charge of Light Brigade’ 





here for | 


| 
| 


| Sydney. 





|} renovations and erections on his cir- 





ritzy | 





previewed in Melbourne for the 
press. 

‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) off to a 
nice start in Sydney and Melbourne. 

Clarence Badger still around wait- 
ing for another pic to start at Na- 
tional. : 

M-G’s ‘Libeled Lady’ given an air- 
ing. Pie is doing very nicely in 


Wirth’s Circus will come in from 
the road at Lenten for its usual Syd- 
ney season. 

Aileen Britton engaged to play the 
second femme lead in Cinesound’s 
‘Tall Timber.’ 

Around the nabe centres biz has 
taken a fairly high lift during the 
past few weeks. 

On the return of Frank Tait from 
abroad it is expected that W-T will 
introduce some new shows. 

Frank Marden comfortably settled 
into new job of running Station 2UW 
for Commonwealth Broadcasters. 

Canvas show of ‘White Horse Inn’ 
will play the Victorian sticks before 
crossing the New South Wales’ bor- 
der. 

Charles Munro, m. 
busy 


d. of Hoyts, 
these days signing okays for 


cuit. 
Stuart F. Doyle kept on the move 
planning new ideas for early intro- 


duction over the Greater Union 
chain. 

‘Princess Charming’ will follow 
‘Wild Violets’ in Melbourne. Has al- 


ready been produced in Sydney and 
Brisbane. 

Two Sydney floppos, ‘Little Lord 
Fauntleroy’ (UA) and ‘Last of Mo- 
hicans’ (UA) into fourth okay weeks 
in Melbourne. 

Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done’ will 
premiere at the Embassy, Sydney. 
Stars Cecil Kellaway. Shirley Ann 
Richards and Frank Harvey. 

Cinesound’s unit for ‘Tall Timber’ 
will live under canvas for several 
weeks in the timber country of the 
North Coast. Ken Hall megging. 


Paris 





Jo Mehu moving. 
Marie Glory off to Brussels. 
Ray Goetz back to London. 
Jacques Dufier back from vacash. 
Jo Bouillon at the Cirque Medrano, 
Dorothy Griston in British hospi- 
Taylor rehearsing a new 
act. 

Joan Barron captain of the Chate- 
let girls. 

Jean Tranchant topping the next 
Alhambra bill. 


mother from Glasgow. 
Hachem Khan back from America 
and at the Sheherazade. 
Annabella in from London with 
her husband, Jean Murat. 
Montparnasse nightie, ‘A Latin,’ 
open again after redecoration. 
‘Surete National’ the name of the 


new spy film Walter Kapps will 
make. 
Flora Robson flying over from 


England for the opening of the new 
Normandie theatre. 

Sessue Hayakawa _ and 
Richar-Willm giving a mutual cock- 
tailer for the press. 


Shuberts bought the American 
rights to play ‘Ecole de Contribu- 
tions’ by Louis Verneuil. 


United Artists throwing an after- 
theatre dinner for Eric Pommer on 
opening of his pic ‘Fire Over Eng- 
land.’ 

Both ‘La Revue de l’Annee’ at the 
A.B.C. and ‘Montmartre’s ‘Amuse’ 
at the Trianon Music Hall reaching 
100th performance. 

Gaby Morlay will be the star of 
Andre Maurois’ ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
which will be presented at the The- 
atre de la Madeleine. 





Acts playing for Frank Neil in- |} 
clude Jim Gerald, Frank O'Brian, | 
Ross & Stone, Willie West & Mc- | 
Ginty, Hadji Ali and Murray & Wal- | 
ton. 


Ken Asprey’s return from abroad. 
Asprey is on a guarantee reduction 
try on behalf of British Empire 
Films. 

Hot weather remains in Sydney 
and provides the outdoor men with 
plenty of cash. Theatres without 
cooling plants finding it hard to get 
customers. 

Outdoor trade still remains at a 
pretty nice level. One Sydney outfit 
handling amusement park allows pa- 
trons in free and provides free ferry 
transportation. 





Miami 


By Arthur Thomson 





Charlie Miller very ill. 

The Barry Devine’s waiting for the 
stork. 

Lou Holtz playing the bang tails 
at Hialeah. 

Gene Tunney taking things easy in 
Hobe Sound. 

Dave Kleckner of Dave's 
Room a visitor. 

Daniel Frohman a guest at Mac- 
fadden-Deauville. 

AFM executive board convenes 
here Monday (22). 

Billy Hill back to N. Y. after a 
brief vacation here. 

Charlie Burns of N. Y. ‘21’ club 
here with Mrs. Burns. 

Lincoln Theatre world premiered 
‘Lost Horizon’ Thurs. (18). 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Billingsley 
enjoying Miami’s sunshine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wilentz vaca- 
tioning at the Roney Plaza. 

Gary Cooper and Sandra Shaw. 
his pretty wife. vacationing. 

McClelland Barclay and_. bride 
honeymcooning in Palm Beach. 

Jim Farley and his smile in evi- 
dence at all the smart gatherings. 

Enric Madriguera resting on the 
sands prior to organizing a new band. 

Hannah Williams Dempsey con- 
valescing from an appendix opera- 
tion 

Artist and Writers club dinner to 
be held Sunday (28) at Royal Palm 
club. 

Walter Huston and wife expected 
at the Roney Plaza, coming from 
Jamaica. 

Joe Lewis and Harriet de Goff do- 
ing right well at the Hollywood 
Yacht club. 

Eddie Hay, local scribe, wrote next 
Federal Theatre offering, ‘Rhapsody 
in Two Flats.’ 

Harry Richman the victim 
robbery at his home. 


Blue 


of a 
Culprit cap- 





Te- |} 
é ( ; | day engagement at Macfadden-Deau- 
Film Guild getting ready to pick! ville commencing March 





tured by local sleuths. 
Benny Fields and Blossom Seeley 


Adelaide Boys’ Band a solid hit at} here for Benny’s engagement at the 


Hollywood Country Club. 
Rudy Vaddee stated for another five- 
S. 
Paul Whiteman and band opened 
engagement Mon. (22) at the 


cayne Kennel Club following Ted 


will be} Lewis. 


Winona and Gomez ran out on con- 
tract at Ira’s Sunper Club and are 
now at Roval Palm club with Harry 
Richman. 


| 
British film tangle is holding up | 


Bis- | 





Chicago 


| Ray Linton to Hot Springs. 
| Abe Kaufman, Balaban & Katz 
| film booker, ill. 

Leo Blank, district manager for 
Warners, in N. Y. 
| John Stein in ahead of the ‘Green- 
wich Village Follies’ unit. 

Danny Graham in the John Ben- 
| son office as an indie agent. 

Burton Holmes lectures playing to 
capacity biz at Orchestra Hall. 

New show opened at the Morrison 
International Casino Tuesday (23). 

Ashton Stevens due back from 
Mayo Brothers clinic early in 
March. 

Dewey Michaels, Buffalo theatre 
operator, on way home from Coast 
vacation. 

Arthur Clamage in town after 
winning legal battle for Empress, 
Cincinnati. 

Harry Hopkins, WPA head, in 
town looking over FTP shows with 
George Kondolf. 

Dave Lipton in town to set Major 
Bowes negotiations for the Chicago 
Charter Centennial ceieb. . 

Gardner Wilson off to the Coast 
to arrange press details as new head 
of the AI G. Barnes circus. 

Milton Berle and entourage of 28 
from his radio program in town on 
way to Coast and pictures. 

Lloyd Lewis back at his Chicago 
Daily News sports and drama desk 
after a four-week Mexico vacash. 

Irving Tishman, owner of .Buster 
Shaver turn, brought act here, and 
left for Hot Springs with his brother, 
Sam. 

Margery Williams (Mrs. Frank 
Dare) (of Equity’) turning out scripts 
for ‘Family Theatre,’ ‘Grand Hotel’ 
and ‘First Nighter.’ 

Henri Elman, head of Capitol film 
exchange, previewed ‘Smash the Vice 
Ring’ picture for Balaban & Katz- 
Great States bookings. 


Detroit 


By Pete Wemhoff 











‘Ice Follies of ’37’ at Olympia. 

William Walker again heads hotel 
association. 
_ Sally Fields opens booking offices 
in Mich. theatre bldg. 

More than 100 Detroit film houses 
still running weekly serial thrillers. 


Larry Michelson, of Simons- 
Michelson, vacashing in West 
Indies. 

City Council to bar commercial 
photographers from downtown 
streets. 


ding of Judge 
daughter. 
Maurice Caplan, prez Metropoli- 
tan Pictures Corp., recuping in 
Johns Hopkins hospital. 
Contract of Detroit Racing Asso- 
| ciation on State Fair Grounds is up 
| for scrutiny again. 
Leonard Reed. producer at Club 
| Plantation, recovering in 
| hosp. from crash injuries. 


Christopher 





More than 20,000 requests received 


| for free tickets to Nelson Eddy con- 
cert at Masonic aude April 18: aude 
seats only 5,000. 


Newspaper photogs holding a 
three-hour strike. 
Dormonde Bros. closing at the 
Casino de Paris. 

Colette Vernon bringing her 


Pierre | 


Boris-Romanoff to play for wed- | 
Stein’s | 


Pontiac | 





————$___ 





Fred St. Qnge is in from N. Y. 

Al Lichtman Chiefed in from N. Y. 

Perry Lieber is erecting a home in 
the valley. 

Kurt Neumann has bought a sport- 
ing goods store, 

Gene Austin lost 15 pounds via 
the rubbing slab. 

Victor Jory is returning from 
London next month 

Madeleine Carroll on third jaunt 
to Sun Valley, Idaho. 

Joe Calleia brought his family in 
from a N. Y. vacation. 

S. J. Briskin has 41 writers work- 
ing on 28 yarns at RKO. 

Scott Adams showed Milton Berle 
the sights of Hollywood. 

David Horsley has changed 
| cognomen to David Alison. 

Moe Siegel trained east for confabs 
with Republic h. o. execs. 
| Joel McCrea and wife, 
| Dee, vacationing in Arizona. 
J. P. McEvoy and bride have left 
|on a world-circling honeymoon. 
| Bill Moore has shifted his blurb 
| activity from Paramount to Metro. 
| Bob Collier has breezed to N. Y. 
| to work on a television proposish. 
| Sam Abarbnel has succeeded Jack 
| Hardy in Rep’s publicity department. 
| With his 20th-Fox contract ex- 
| tended a year, J. Edward Bromberg 
| is in New York visiting relatives. 

Stephanie Howard has arrived 
| from Broadway for a fling at pix. 
Clarence Turley, St. Louis theatre 
| mogul, huddling with Charles Skou- 
| ras. 

Richard Dix went to St. Paul, his 
home town, to appear at an ice car- 
nival. 

Bill Woolfenden has left the Small- 
Landau office to open an agency of 
his own. 

Stanley Mayer, 20th-Fox exchange 
manager in Des Moines, ogling the 
home lot. 

Clark Gable and Jack Conway are 
station-wagoning it for three weeks 
on a vacash. 

After a three-day siege with the 
flu, Merian C. Cooper left the Ce- 
dars of Lebanon. 

Dorothy Stein Karloff, wife of the 
actor. is recovering from an op at 
the Good Samaritan. 

Upon completion of her present 
chores at Metro, Maureen O'Sullivan 
will head for Ireland. 

Robert E. Sherwood arrived at 
Metro to adopt his stage hit, ‘Idiot’s 
Delight,’ for the screen. 

Sophie Tucker has started rehear- 
sals for her song numbers in Metro’s 
‘Broadwav Melody of *%*7.’ 

Eddie Mitchell, exploiter for the 


his 





Frances 





Consolidated Amusement Co. in 
Honolulu, o.o.’ing the studios. 
Max M. Kravetz, former F-WC 


|}exec, now assisting Fenn Kimball, 
| prexy of General Pictures. 

| Metro granted Elizabeth Allan 
leave of absence to attend the Coro- 
nation ceremonies in England. 

Following a month’s confabs with 
S. J. Briskin, Lillie Messinger, RKO 
eastern story ed, hied to the east 
coast. 

Former congresswoman, Ruth 
Pratt of N. Y., was luncheoned at 
Metro by Will Hays and Louis B. 
Mayer. 

When Lee Tracy’s mother came 
out from New York, actor took her 
to see Al G. Barnes’ winter quarters 
at Baldwin Park. 

Ashes of Wallace Smith, writer, 
were strewn over the coast at Mal- 
ibu Beach from a plane in compli- 
ance with his wishes. 

Walter C. Temple has joined the 
editorial staff of National Screen 
Service under Tom Baily. Formerly 
was with Warners theatres. 

John Alfred Green in from New 
York to handle radio end of the 
Stanley Bergerman agency. Jack E. 
| Hostater also joined the 10%’ery. 

Dick Powell and Joan Blondell 
suffered from poisoned food last 
week. Powell continued work while 
his wife was confined to their home. 

Herman Bernie, with Arthur Gor- 
doni as his aide, is swinging his 
agency headquarters from N. Y. to 
the Coast to handle his ether ac- 
counts. 

Jack Moss, Gary Coover’s man- 
ager, has domiciled himself in a suite 
at the Goldwyn studio. Cooper_will 
do ‘The Adventures of Marco Polo 
for Goldwyn first. 

Ruth Clavton, secretary in the pub- 
licity department at Universal for 
10 years, is resigning to become an 
aide to John LeRov Johnston, new 
managing editor of Fawcett fan mags. 

Pic mob turned out for the Vines- 
Perry tennis grow'’e: in the top 
hats, ete.. so Frank Fay piped up 
that ‘Hollvwood people put on their 
evening clothes to attend a tennis 
match and go to a wedding in slacks 
and swert-chirts,’ 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 








Ina Claire in visiting Billy Phelps. 
| ° iain Joannes cruising to Bra- 
| zil. 
| Tenth annual drama tourney gets 
| going April 5. 
| Ben Cohen has written a play due 
| for local tryout. 

Fire laddies big-time vaude ben- 
| efit a sellout at Arena. 
Jascha Heifetz is latest 
| buy a Conn. farm home. 


celeb to 


Wife of ‘Courier’ man. ed. Arthu 
J. Sloane died here Feb. 17. 
Hal Welles. Yale drama faculty. 


directing Conn.-made eight-reeler. 
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News From the Dailies. 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variery takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





East 


‘White Horse Inn’ cuts top from 
$3.50 to $3. Has trimmed nut to 
match, Figures more tickets can be 
sold. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ WPA production, to 
give an_ invitation professional 
matinee March 9. 

Edna Ferber, George S. Kaufman, 
Sylvia Sidney, Donald Ogden Stew- 
art, Philip Merivale, Ernest Heming- 
way, Sinclair Lewis, Dorothy Parker 
and Fannie Hurst named as backers 
of an American writers’ and artists’ 
corps to supply medical aid to 
Spanish Loyalists. A contingent will 
leave for Spain early next month. 

Nat. Assn. of Merchant Tailors, 
meeting in Phila, rate Clark Gable 
best dressed actor. Others, in order 





are: Lewis Stone, William Powell, ! 
Robert Taylor, Robert Montgomery, | 


Ronal« Colman, Herbert Marshall, 


Adolp.2 Menjou, Clive Brook, Fran- | 


chot Tone and Nelson Eddy. Latter 
two are tied for 10th place. 


Jose Iturbi has signed for another 
year with Rochester Philharmonic. 


Supreme court, N. Y., has a 
mystery case. Known merely as 
‘B. vs. B.,’ but understood to be an 
actress who married her manager 
after a year’s tour. Now she asks an 
annulment on the grounds of fraud, 
alleging the marriage never was 
consummated. Justice Bonynge 
skeptical. Later revealed as Sylvia 
Sirotta, who’s gone to more liberal 
Reno. He is Paul Berney. 

Down in Miami John Golden tells 
reporters there will never be any 
great women dramatists since ‘women 
do not know as much as men.’ 

Booksellers’ League of N. Y. told 
by Marcia Davenport at its annual 
dinner last week that radio ‘has 
started a tremendous appetite for 
music. Author of ‘Mozart’ figures 
that means an increased demand for 
books about music. 

Rowland Stebbins back to Florida 
after expressing interest in “The 
Astonished Ostrich,’ the American 
rights for which are under negotia- 
tion. For fall production if——. 

Shirley Dahl Ails, wife of the 
comedian, suing in N. Y. supreme 
court for a divorce. Says suit was 
brought after she dropped in at the 
Somerset and found Ails and his 
stage partner, Betty Lewis. 

Fannie Todd Mitchell again suing 
Leon Leonidoff for divorce. Split 
once and she married Seymour A. 
Woolner, but that only lasted a year 
and she remarried the ballet master. 

Novelty of the flood relief concert 
at Carnegie, Sunday, by Guild of 
Musical Artists was a _ concerto 
movement for two violins played by 
Jascha Heifetz and Efrem Zimbalist. 
Latter was on stage, but Heifetz was 
relayed from Philadelphia. 

Gov. Earle, of Pennsylvania, bars 
film, ‘Spain in Flames,’ from any ex- 
hibition in that state. Objects both 
to its propaganda and its appeal for 
volunteers. 

New School for Social Research 
giving fortnightly dance recitals in 
its auditorium. Second held last Fri- 
day. Jane Dudley, Virginia Russ and 
Mary Starks soloists. 

Fritz Blocki talking to Chick York 
and Andrew Tombes about taking 
lead in ‘Bet Your Life,’ written from 
an idea contributed by Willie How- 
ard. Has Dennie Moore for the 
femme lead. 

Ethel Barrymore Colt announces 
she’ll drop her middle name for 
theatre usage. Wants to stand on 
her own. 

Samuel French will put Mark 
Reed’s ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
between covers. 

Sunday Record, Yonkers scandal 
sheet, and its publishers under in- 
dictment in White Plains court. 

Police suspended carbaret license 
of the Queen Mary nitery for five 
days, charging misleading advertis- 
ing. Club stated it would provide 
armed guards to protect jewel wear- 
ers. Figured on getting a laugh, but 
cops didn’t find it funny. 

Mary MacArthur, Helen Hayes’ 
seven-year-old daughter, made a 
walk-on in ‘Victoria Regina,’ but 
that she’s a year later than her 
mother who debuted at six. 

Rev. John B. Kelly, of Catholic 
Writers’ Guild, approves ‘The Eter- 
nal Road’ as Lenten fare. Says it’s 
more than an amusement. 

American Arbitration Assn. rules 
that Ray Bolger must stick to his 
job in ‘On Your Toes’ and not go 
Hollywooding. 

‘Brother Rat’ to give a benefit for 
the Stage Relief next Sunday (28). 

Just a grease fire in the Cadillac 
restaurant last Saturday, but a com- 
bintion of matinee time and seven 
en™'nes packed Times Sauare so 
solidly traffic was rerouted and six 
mounties, 15 traffic coos and nine 
men from the emergency squad 
pr yg to handle mass. Damage 

19 . 

Reported that Sam Harris and 
Guthrie McClintic may double in 
production of ‘Bright Rebel.’ Never 
teamed before. 

Lanedon McCormick has 
one, ‘Wild Birds,’ 


a new 
Been giving more 








‘time to his effects studio than to 


plays lately. 

Paul Whiteman reported to Jack- 
sonville (Fla.) police loss of cloth- 
ing valued at $3,500 from his car 
outside hall where his band was 
playing a date. 

Senator Reynolds, who was kissed 
by Jean Harlow during her visit to 
Washington, tells the home towners 
it did not compare with the North 
Carolina brand. 

Local firm advertises it has dis- 
posed of 11,000 pieces designed for 
the coronation of King Edward. 
Largely cigarette boxes and cups. 

Mrs. John F, Wharton turned back 
‘Return Engagement’ because it was 
too late for the season. Mervyn Le 
Rov bought it for films. 

Stoopnagle and Budd the fall guys 
at Circus Saints and Sinners today 
(Wednesday) at the Commodore. 





Coast 





Max Factor and wife have filed a 
$75,000 damage suit in L. A. against 
motor company for injuries suffered 
by Mrs. Factor in an auto accident 
Feb. 20, 1936. 

Martha Raye’s mother filed an 
amended divorce complaint against 
Peter Reed in L. A. She merely 
changed her allegation from cruelty 
in favor of the assertion that Reed 
deserted her. 

Photoeranhs arrived in L. A. from 
London chowing thut Clark Gable is 

(Continued on page 70) 


Coast’s Winter Boom 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Hollywood is lying in plush this 
winter what with the heavy influx 
of tourists from nearly every state 
in the Union and foreign lands. 

Hotels are capacity. Santa Anita 
Derby and the $100,000 handicap 
helped with the draw. With hostel- 
ries unable to take care of the de- 
mands, apartments and rooming 
houses are getting a big play. 











SISTO’S COAST PICK 


Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Sisto, Daily Variety’s pony prog- 
nosticator, was only Coast handicap- 
per to pick Fairy Hill to win the 
$50,000 Santa Anita Derby. Winner 
paid $30.80 for $2. 

Picker’s showing for the rest of the 
meet trailed way behind the ace 
guess. 





MARRIAGES 


Freda Godfrey, actress, to Herbert 
Bishop, business man, in Johannes- 
burg, S. Africa, Jan. 9. 


Fanche Luria to Eddie Elkins Feb. 
14 in New York City. Groom is or- 
chestra leader. 


Violetta Ellett to George Morse, 
Ozone Park, L. I, Feb. 10. Bride 
worked with her mother, the late 
Maude Ellett Chambers, as an aerial- 
ist. Groom is non-pro. 


Mary Astor, film actress, to Manuel 
Del Campo, Feb. 18 at Yuma, Ariz. 
Groom is scion of wealthy Mexican 
family. 


Wilma Kroeger, Viennese singer, 
to James P. Davis, B’way press agent, 
in N. Y., Feb. 23. Bride is now ap- 
pearing in ‘Naughty Naughty’ at the 
American Music Hall, N. Y. 

Viola Vale to Frank D. Pendleton, 
Feb. 5, in Los Angeles. Pendleton 
is president of L. A. Musicians local 
47. 


Beatrice Leiblee to Malcolm Mc- 
Coy in Detroit, Feb. 16. Both bride 
and groom are members of Studio 
Players at WXYZ, Detroit. 

Gwendolyn Griffith to George 
Tucker, Waycross, Ga. Feb. 7. 
Groom operates a dance orch and 
bride sings with same outfit. Cere- 
mony was broadcast over WAYX. 

Lillian (Polly) Malone, of WCAE 
staff, to Frank J. Lonergan in Pitts- 
burgh, Feb. 17. Groom is non-pro. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Victor Fleming, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Feb. 16. 
Father is film director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Chodorov, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Father is film producer at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fessier, 
daughter, Feb. 18 in Los Angeles. 
Father is a producer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schuyler Crail, 
daughter. in Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 
Father is a still photog at Warners 
studio. 








ADD: AMERICANA 


Orchestra Leader in Musical Tour 
On Foot With Menagerie 








Atlanta, Feb. 23. 

Somewhere on the open road be- 
tween here and Chattanooga, Tenn.. 
is one Frank Piccininni, self-styled 
orchestra leader, musical coach, band 
conductor, etc., who is on a walking 
tour of the U. S.. accompanied by a 
Shetland pony and 4 smallish sort of 
a dog. Piccininni, who calls Port- 
land, Me., his home, started out in 
June and exn2cts to keep heeling and 
toeing it cross-country until he 
reaches Poriland, Ore., sometime in 
1939. 

The maestro attracts attention 
wherever he goes, since he now !ugs 
around with him an cight-month 


growth of nair and whiskers. He is | 
not, ke explains, making his -ong | 
trek for the exercise alone. No in- 


deedy! He has an objective. En 
route he pauses wherever he finds 
the slightest encouragement to talk 
about music in the schools and to 
coach schoul orchestras or bands. He 
ultimately hopes, he stated, to stir 
interest in—and collect money for— 
a traveling symphony orchestra to 
carry good music into places where 
it is never heard except in the mov- 
ies or over the radio. 

Signor Piccininni headed his en- | 
tourage northward from here, de- | 
ciding to skip the ‘season’ in Florida, 
since he figured the tropical climate 
of the Alligator State and his luxuri- 
ant hirsute adornment would prove 
too hot a combination for comfort. 


FREDDIE STFFLE’S 
WINNING DEBUT 


By JACK PULASKI 
Boxing’s middleweight division 
hasn’t attracted much attention in 
recent years but a couple of western 
parties now in the East may jack 
it up. They are Freddie Steele of 
Tacoma, who is the champ, and Fred 





Apostoli, of San Francisco, who 
would like to tote the crown. 
At the Garden last Friday (19) 


Steele successfully defended the title 
by outpointing Babe Risko, from 
whom he won it. The gathering was 
disappointingly light considering 
moderate top of $5.75, and the fact 
that it was a title fight. But the 
boys smelled something and as a 
contest it was tiresome. 

Fight writers and fans could not 
make up their minds whether Steele 
has something unusual on the ball 
or not and that was mostly Risko’s 
fault. He pulled a Bill Robinson by 
running backwards rapidly, about 
like Bob Pastor when he stayed 10 
rounds with Joe Louis. How Risko 
expected to recapture the crown by 
such methods only he knew. Yet 
some ringside observers thought it a 
fairly even match. 

Risko’s exhibition did not support 
the report that he guaranteed Steele 
$25,000 for the meeting. That was 
supposed to be paid out of his share 
of the gate, said to have been 60%. 
As the takings were only $15,700, 
Risko was short a neat $16,000 be- 
cause his end was only about $9,000. 
Any boxer of any weight should 
have put up a better scrap than he 
did, having that on his mind. It 


seemed that when Risko met Steele || 


for the title, the latter had to do 
the guaranteeing and the sum also 
was 25 G’s. 

Indications are that Steele is a 
much better fighter than was indi- 
cated. He is known to have an ef- 
fective right hand and when he 
caught up with Risko, the upstater 
was plenty jarred by such blows. 

Apostoli fought Solly Krieger 
earlier in the week at the Hippo- 
drome and displayed a corking left 
hand that had socking Solly be- 
wildered. Apostoli will probably be 
matched with Steele outdoors next 
summer, if not before, and the mid- 
leweight class should be clarified. 


—? 


A Dude From Dixie Sees ‘Em Stompin’ 
At the Savoy ‘n s Jes Dumb-Struck 





vv 


Pa. Racing Bill Apt 
To Be Nixed March 2 


Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 
Public hearing will be held in Har- 
risburg, March 2, on Dent-Melchi- 
orre bill to legalize horse-racing in 
Pennsylvania, 
Bill will get a run for its money, 
legislature experts declare, but has 





| no chance of becoming law. Possibly 


can get by both houses of Assembly, 
but Governor Earle says definitely 
he’ll veto it. It lacks power to pass 
over gubernatorial nix. 

Secretary of Revenue John B. 
Kelly, leader of Philly Democracy, 
is in favor of measure. Declares it 
will help solve budget problems and 
keep money in Pa. which is now go- 
ing to Maryland tracks. 

The Governor has said in private 
that there isn’t sufficient public de- 
mand in evidence here to warrant 
racing while so many people on re- 
lief. 

Measure now under consideration 
is admittedly a mere trial balloon, 
not any model racing bill. It would 
allow four to six one-mile tracks and 
several smaller ones in the State. 
Provides for pari-mutuel betting. 
Kelly favors State taking bets, but 
this seers hardly likely. 





ROCHESTER’S SUNBATHERS 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 23. 


Rochester Sunbathers organized 
here by Frederick C. Arp, who calls 
himself a farmer although he lives 
in the city. Reticent about his or- 
ganization, Arp says members Cca- 
vort in the early morning sunshine 
preferably because rays at .nat time 
are more beneficial. 

Basking takes place in suitable 
weather on a lakeside farm some 
distance from Rochester. Arp says 
garb of the members attending 
plenary sessions fulfills all legal re- 
quirements, 





By ALBERT SCHARPER, JR. 

To a dude from Dixie a hop up 
to Harlem is quite a revelation. The 
sights at the Savoy ballroom are dis- 
tinct eyebrow-elevators. Seeing 
ofays and saffron-skins dancing on 
the same floor, and intermixing and 
back-patting each other is rather 
novel from viewpoint of below the 
Mason-Dixon line. 


The Savoy is the most glittering 
of all the colored ballrooms in the 
country, and attracts the most gaudy 
collection of Negroes possible to as- 
semble under any one roof. The 
white folks attend to do some fancy 
footwork on the dance floor, made 
possible by the swingiest black 
bands available. 

Fraternizing of whites and colored 
is on scale unheard of south of Phil- 
adelphia and at a rate not carried on 
save in Chicago and a sprinkling of 
other northern cities. Savoy em- 
ploys a battalion of light-tan taxi 
dancers, with whom the white boys 
can hoof for bargain price of three 
wrestles for two-bits. You can’t beat 
that at the Broadway dime-a-dancer- 
ies. 

The Savoy is now reaping some 
extra gravy from rubberneck trade, 
lured, no doubt, by the pop song 
‘Stompin’ at the Savoy,’ which gior- 
ified the ankle-agitating emporium. 
Last Sunday (21) night, 40 or so 
gawkers poured in, not to dance, but 
gape-gaze at the spot. Rubbernecks 
were out-of-towners, and drank it all 
in gullibly and greedily. They came 
to be amazed, and were. Most of 
the rubbernecks come riding into 
New York on weekend excursions, 
In seeing the sights, the Savoy is 
now on the list with Grant’s Tomb 
and the Aquarium. It’s cheap at 55c 
per person, and its something to be 
able to tell the folks back in Po- 
dunk that the Savoy has been ogled. 
There were even some kids in the 
gawking groups, and one mild-man- 
nered lady was toting a tot in arms. 


The colored dancers look with dis- 
dain on the sightseers. The sight- 
seers gaze with awe and wonder at 
the dancers. A dude from Dixie is 
plain astonished. 
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“THE MAN WHO 
WORKED MIRACLES” 
By H. G. WELLS 
with ROLAND YOUNG 


UNITED B'WAY at 








Frisco kid’s first start here was 
against Ken Overlin and backward | 
runner-awayed, that night, at least, | 
but they gave him the win. Steele 
was figured to have had stage fright 
by Jack Miley, crack N. Y. News 
sports columnist, but the chances are 
that it was just one of those fights 
where one fighter makes the better 
man look ordinary. 

At the Hipp tonight Gunnar Bar- 
lund goes against Nathan Mann. 
Both are sockers. At the Garden 
Friday (26) Pero Montenez meets 
Enrico Venturi. 





Tommy Dorsey's crew now at the 
Commodore hotel, N. Y. Others in 
show are Edythe Wright, vocalist; 
Jack Leonard, tenor, and the Three 
Esquires. Dorsey replaced Mal Hal- 


Mies RIVOL 


49th St. 
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OBITUARIES 


GOLDIE BALABAN LEVIN 
Goldie Balaban Levin, 67, mother | 
of the Balaban brothers, A. J., Bar- | 
ney, Jahn, David, Harry and Elmer, | 
died in Miami on Feb. 19 after a 
brief illness. Though she is here 
listed as the mother of the Balaban 
boys, she should also be named as 
the mother of Balaban & Katz, 
because it was through her foresight 
that her first entered show 
business. It was Goldie Balaban 
who instilled in her sons the en- 
couragement, the determination, the 


sons 


ability to bring new thoughts into 
theatre operation. 

It was Goldie Balaban who first 
put her sons in show business by 


furnishing $500 for a small theatre 
on the west side of Chicago. And it 
was with Goldie Balaban behind 
them that A. J., Barney, John and 
Dave ventured into larger phases of 
show business, ventures that took 
them into the Loop, that made them 
build the first de luxe houses in the 
world. The Balaban sons, through 
the long years of building up their 
tremendous circuit, turned always to 
their Goldie Balaban for advice and 
encouragement. Whenever things 
grew dark and the way looked hard, 
it was Goldie Balaban who encour- 
aged them to keep going, because, 
despite her years, she was always 
young and alert to the trend of the 
present day. She knew show busi- 
ness by instinct and a smart head, 
and to the end she talked theatre 
operation and pictures with au- 
thority and with knowledge. 

Of her eight children, two of 
them, Max and Ida, preceded her in 
death. Her first husband, Israel 
Balaban, died in 1935. Four of her 
sons, Barney, John, Harry and 
Elmer, were at her bedside at the 
end. A. J. and David were unable 
to reach her. 

Burial in Chicago, where she made | 
the name Balaban outstanding. 





GEORGE HASSELL 

George Hassell, 56, veteran char- 
acter actor, died of a heart attack 
enroute to a picture location at 
Chatsworth, Cal., Feb. 17. He en- 
tered an auto at the 20th-Fox plant 
and apparently slept all the way to 
the set in the studio car and was 
found dead when attempts were 
made tu awaken him. 

Native of England, Hassell went to 
Australia and when the Boer war 
broke out enlisted, serving three 
years in South Africa. Returning to 
Australia, a theatrical manager saw 
him dancing and singing in a ship’s 
show and signed him for the stage. | 
He came to America 31 years ago. | 
He was on Broadway for many years | 
with the Shuberts, appearing in 
‘Countess Maritza,’ “The Chocolate 
Soldier,’ ‘Girls’ Dormitory,’ and ‘The | 
Student Prince.’ 


He went to Hollywaeod two years 


ago. He leaves a daughter, known 
on the screen as Virginia Hassell. 





ELEK JOHN LUDVIGH 


a heart 


' played minor roles. 


} 


attack as he entered the 
stage door of the Hanna theatre, | 


, Cleveland, Feb. 17. 


He had played various small as- 
signments in New York productions 
and had been understudy for ‘Lost | 
Horizon,’ ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ 
‘Tight Britches’ and other plays. 


os 


SOL HEILBRONNER 


Sol Heilbronner, musician, died in 
Los Angeles Jan. 21. The widow and 
one daughter survive. 

Heilbronner was for many years 
identified with string orchestras in 
Pasadena, Cal., and upon moving to 
Los Angeles several years ago, be- 
came musical instructor at Holly- 
wood High school in string orchestra 
and string ensemble groups. 


WILLIAM H. MYERS 

William H. Myers, 59, died at his 
home (Woonsocket, R. I.) Feb. 17, 
following a cerebral hemorrhage. 

Widely known as an organist and 
musical director, and producer of | 
‘Kiddie Revue’ shows, with which 
he toured theatres in New England. | 
the Middle West and South for more 
than 25 years. 








PAUL GRAETZ 


Paul Graetz, 47, film actor, died in 
Hollywood, Feb. 17. After appearing 
in English pictures, he went to Hol- | 
lywood almost two years ago and 


He had been spotted for an impor- 
tant spot in the next Greta Garbo 
production at Metro. 

His widow and a brother survive. 





PACIFIC CINCIONE 
Pacific Cincione, 58, senior mem- 
ber of the Cincione band and father 
of Henry and Ray Cincione, orches- 
tra leaders, died Feb. 15 at his home 
in Columbus, O., after a few days’ 


Survived by his two sons, his | 
widow, a daughter and a brother. 


_— 


HOMER McFARLAND 
Homer S. McFarland, 27, artist at 
the Walt Disney studio in Holly- 
wood, é@nded his life Feb. 18 by in- 
haling gas from his auto exhaust 
near Encino, Cal. 





Police said he was despondent | 
over financial troubles. Widow sur- | 
vives. 





JEANETTE LOWRIE 


Jeanette Lowrie, 60, one-time legit | 
actress, died Feb. 22 in Los Angeles. | 
She appeared with Lew Fields and | 
Joseph Cawthorn and retired after | 
touring with Henry Savage's ‘See- 
saw.’ 


Erle Hampton, Columbia studio 





} 
i 


FRANK PAUL 


| her divorce complaint in L. A. courts 


publicist, and another son survive. | 
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not the Frank E. Billings whom Mrs. | 


Violet Well Norton asserts is 


Emil Nigh, picture director, re- 
ceived a divorce in L. A. 
Mary McCormic, opera and screen 


| star, still owes $313 on an auto she 
| purchased 


in 1933, according to a 
suit filed in L. A. ‘¢ 

Jean Carmen, screen dancer and 
Wampas baby star in 1934, filed a 
divorce complaint in L. A. against 
Walter Lohman, non-pro. 

John Barrymore's petition in bank- 
ruptcy court for an extension of time 
in which to meet his financial obliga- 
tions was filed in L. A. Within 10 
days Barrymore is to file a sked of 
assets and liabilities with the court. 
Then if everything goes well credi- 
tors will be called in and asked to 
advance the due bills. One of the 
potential liabilities that Barrymore 


| faces is a demand for $2,525 a month 


temporary alimony, filed along with 


by Elaine Barrie Barrymore, actor’s 
estranged third wife. 

Henry Rogers, publicist, and Rosa- 
lind Jaffee, niece of B. P. Schulberg, 


' announced intentions to wed. 


Barnes Kelty, screen actor, named 
defendant in an alienation suit filed | 


| by James E. Hess, service station at- | 


tendant. Mrs. Lois Virginia Hess is | 
film actress. 

Lucie Kaye, 18, starts at $35 a week 
on a seven year contract at Republic 


| studios, according to approval given 
}in L. A. court. 


Nadine Demmel, 23, picture extra, 
attempted suicide in Hollywood. 

Superior court judge in L. A. ap- 
proved adoption proceedings where- 
by the six-year-old daughter of Irene 
Hervey, screen actress, became the 
legal heir of Allan Jones, singing ac- 
tor, to whom Miss Hervey was mar- 
ried last July. 


the | se infrequent that regulations are 
| father of her 13-year-old daughter. 


] 


; son, 


| ing 


| White 


Richard Boleslawski, picture direc- 


tor, left estate valued at $18.675 to 
his widow and 17-months-old son. 
Peter. 

Yvonne Stevens filed divorce com: 
plaint against George Stevens, RKO 
director, in L. A. She asks $75,000 


, community property plus alimony; 


also custody of four-year-old son. 
Wally Vernon, actor, appealed to 

L. A. police after receiving threat- 

ening missives in the mail. He has 


, a - |a bodyguard and nurse for his twin 
| illness of pneumonia. | sons, three and one-half months old. 


Charles Ray Publications received 
a permit from the California com- 
missioner of corporations to sell 1,000 
shares of stock at $10 a share. Ray 
asserted that he and his associates, 
Reginald Burns and Edyth H. Lanier. 
are planning a film production co. 

Layton Waterman was ordered to 
pay his former wife, Dixie Mason. 
radio entertainer, $60 monthly for 
support of their two sons in L. A. 

Mary Miles Minter, former 
actress, purchased a Wilshire boule- 

William Farnum, film and _ stage 
veteran, received a two-inch gash in 
his chin while scuffling with his step- 
son in Los Angeles. 

W 
complaint to a suit in Riverside, 
actor during his recent illness. 
Comedian’s reply charges that the 
doctor ‘had administered certain 


knew would retard recovery.’ 
sician has sued Fields for $12,000 
fees. Fields asks $25,000 damages. 





Frank Paul, 76, former owner and 
operator of Marvel theatre in Car- 


Marie Prevost, actress of the silent 
| Dic era, who was found dead in her 
| Hollywood apartment last January, 


Elek John Ludvigh, 63, former linville, Ill, died at his home last | left personal effects valued at $300. 


general counsel for Paramount, died 
in New York Feb. 17, after an illness 
of five months. He retired from 
Paramount in 1931 to resume private 
practice. He was secretary of the 
film company for a time, also. 


Prior to his Paramount connection | 


he had been personal counsel to the 


late Marcus Loew and was con-) 


cerned in the incorporation of the 


various companies organized by that | 
film magnate and had done much) 


other work for picture companies. 
His wife, a nephew and a niece 
survive, 


WILLIAM STUART 

William James Clinton Stuart, 84, 
once well known as a playwright, 
died in Washington Feb. 16. 

Never an outstanding writer, he 
had scored fair success with a num- 
ber of plays, including ‘A Woman of 
the Temple,’ ‘Our Society,’ with An- 
nie Russell; ‘Renee de Moray,’ with 
Clara Morris, and ‘Will She Divorce 
Him,’ written for Cora Tanner. He 
also did an adap.ation for Helena 
Modieska. For the past 15 years he 
had been little heard from. 





GEORGE WILKENS 


George Wilkens, 63, of the produc- | 


tion department of radio station 
WBBM, Chicago, and former pur- 
chasing agent for that station, died 


Feb. 15 in Chicago of a heart attack. | 


Deceased was a bachelor and had no 
living relatives. 
Burial in Chicago. 





CHARLES LAITE _. 
Charles Laite, 51, understudy in 
the ‘In a Nutshell’ company, died of 


| week after a long illness. 

| Paul retired from motion picture 
/ exhibition several years ago because 
of ill health. His widow and son, 
Norman, survive. 





HENRY TOBIAS 


Henry Tobias, manager of Strand 
and Transit theatres in Easton, Pa. 
died Feb. 14 after a short illness. He 
was well known in show world and 
had managed theatres for a number 
of years. 


ALFRED M. COLEMAN 


Alfred M. Coleman, pioneer Chi- 
cago musician, who transferred to 
California few years ago, died in 
Los Angeles Feb. 6. Widow and three 
small children survive. 


DORIS SCHRAGE 

Doris ‘(Connes) Schrage, age 22, 
died at the NVA sanatorium Feb. 20. 
She had seen service with many 
Broadway productions and units. 
Her mother survives. Interment. 
New York city. 

MRS. ELIZABETH G. LAVELLE 
Mrs. Elizabeth G. Lavelle died in 
New York Feb. 22. 

She was one of the founders of 
the Catholic Actors Guild. 





CHARLES MAILES 
Charles Hill Mailes, 67, screen ana 
| stage actor, died in Los Angeles, Feb. 
| 17. 
| Widow and two sons survive. 





PAUL KLEIST 
| Paul Kleist, 76, who did black art 
‘musical act in vaude for years, died 


| Peggy Doner, once starred with 
; her husband, Ted, in a vaude act, 
has appealed to L. A. relief agen- 
cies for help. She has their two 
children with her. 
Ted Doner is unknown, she said. 

King Vidor, picture director, and 
George F. Temple, father of Shirley. 
the moppet actress, bought 60 acres 
of land adjacent to Beverly Hills fw» 
reputed sum of $500,000 for a sub- 
division. 


Mpls.’ Stock Burly 


Minneapolis, Feb. 23. 

Strong possibility that the Gayety 
here will reopen shortly with a 
stock burlesque policy. Formerly 
played Independent Circuit shows, 
but closed two weeks ago due to 
off-business. 

House - is 
Hirsch. 





operated by Harry 








Chicago. 
Daughter survives. 
cago. 


Burial in Chi- 





FELIX McMANUS 
Felix McManus, manager, Strand 
theatre, Chilliwack, B. C., for Fa- 
{mous Players Canadian Corp., died 
‘there suddenly last week. 





Mother of Marian Marsh, film 
actress, died in Los Angeles Feb. 13. 
Also surviving are three other chil- 
dren, George Krauth, Jean Fenwick 
and Anthony Marsh, all picture play- 
ers, 





Mother of May McAvoy, former 
film actress, died in Beverly Hills 
Feb. 16, 





| 
C. Fields has filed a cross- | 
| 
| 


| tional 


| 


/ $1.10 top. 


| tess and the duplex disrobers. 





Match Issue 
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not necessary. 

However, a conference to be held 
today may result in a law against 
striking matches in theatres. Fire 
Commissioner McElligott, Capt. Fos- 
ter, of the department, and John 
Anderson, drama critic of the N. Y. 
Journal, will hold the powwow. It 
appears that the reviewer is jittery 
over the matter of matches in the- 
atres, and the Journal has editorially 
urged a prohibitory law to stop the 
practice. 

Proposed ordinance against smok- | 
ing in lobbies was regarded as too 
far-fetched, since it would be diffi- 
cult to discern whether the smoker | 
was of the audience or had entered | 
the lobby to purchase tickets. There 
was one lobby fire accident last sea- | 
when a woman’s timsy dress 
blazed and she was badly burned. | 








Burlesque Reviews 
IRVING PLACE, N. Y. 


Following what seems to be the 
fashion these days in burley, the 
Miccio Bros., operators of N. Y.’s 
only straight two-a-day house, are 
presenting freak attractions. Differ- 


from the vaude act craze of 
many, the Miccios have acquired the | 
Sisters, dancing strip team 
that is sure fire for any house, and 


the Countess Nadja, Russe peeler 
extraordinary. The show is stopped 
cold on appearance of each of the 


two acts and certain to insure more 
good biz. 

In dialog and undress shows are 
unsurpassed in N. Y. However. 
same can be said of production of 
Rose Gordon, late of Minsky’s Na- 
Winter Garden in Houston 
street. While show includes the spe- 
cials that are new to burley, it is 
still nearer to the now almost for- | 
gotten mccoy burley that has been 
supplanted by smutty vaudeville. | 
Burlesque quality of the shows are 
attested to in packed houses since its 
reopening late last summer with a 


House steers away from name 
peelers, with exception of the Coun- 
Lack | 
of prominence is compensated for in 


| the amount of epidermis revealed by 
| Dolores 


Weeks, wildfire wench: 


| Jackie La Marr, heft blond: Marie 


| 
| 


j 
| 


pic | 


vard business lot in L. A. for $60,000. | 


Cal., by a physician who treated the | 


| show. 


| drugs and medicines which he well | 
Phy- | 


Whereabouts of | bits which are cooked to a turn in 
| his delivery. 


of cerebral hemmorrhage Feb. 12 in | 


| about the best drilled. Girls, several 
|of whom are lookers, do well by 


Cord, who also sings, and the spe- 
cializing twain. 

In individual performances Miss 
La Marr takes the cake with a little 
fleshy showmanship. The Sisters 
White are easily the hit of the show 
and on each anpearance get octets | 
of encores. Tiny blonds tap and 
acro dance before doing their dual 
peel, which is climaxed by one as- | 
sisting the other in the strip along. | 
Countess Nadja puts plenty of art | 
into her turn, displaying an exotic 
dancing talent in addition to a very | 
mean wiggle. Entire company do 
repeats in the two and one-half hour 


Eddie Kaplan, star comic, justifies | 
the billing. He causes panics on 
every appearance although slightly 
bluer than his confreres, Charles La 
Ford and Jack Sobel. Latter is bet- 
ter down at the People’s theatre, al- 
ternate house of the Miccios. At 
Irving place location it’s a harder 
to please audience that comes from 
adjacent Gramercy park, Irving 
place and business district. Kaplan 
as the head man gets the meatier 





Joe Wilton, Bob Rodg- | 
ers and Phil Stone, straights and | 
sinvers, are standard. 


Chorus, town’s largest. is also | 


Miss Gordon’s dance direction in 
straight terping and precision num- 
bers. Latter stuff is almost a non- 
entity in the field and good to see 
for a change. Hurl. 


HIGH HAT REVUE 


(PRINCESS, YOUNGSTOWN, 0.) 
Youngstown, O., Feb. 23. 

The titian-haired Bea Baxter again 
scores a hit in her ‘High Hat Revue,’ 
current offering of the Princess 
stock which new grind policy con- 
tinues to attract profitable patronage. 
All new principals present again this 
week. Miss Baxter is playing a re- | 
turn date with an entirely new strip- | 
tease repertoire. 

Lew Powers, 70-year-old comedian. | 
does a ‘Governor from Montana’ bit | 
that deserves credit for its origi- 
nality. Another pleasant feature of 
the current offering is Bud Evans’ 
‘Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ It’s another 
example of the type of acts that go 
to make up one of the cleanest 
shows to appear at this house in 
some time. 

Ruth Wilson, the ‘blonde menace,’ 
remains a feature with new costumes 
and routines. Hal Rathburn, Dutch 
comedian, goes well with the audi- 
ence, and well-drilled chorus con- 
tributes best routines to date. 

New policy is continuous with pic- 
ture and a midnite mat Saturdays. 
Complete change of stage and pro- 








gram each Tuesday and Friday. 


| Supreme 


| show. 





Mack. 


W-C-S CIRCUIT 
EXPANDING T0 
5 HOUSES 


Wilner-Callahan-Scribner circuit of 
burlesque houses, which thus far has 
consisted only of the Apollo, N. Y., 
and Shubert in Philadelphia, prob- 
ably wili be increased to five within 
the next two weeks. Negotiations 
are pending in four or five cities 
along the eastern seaboard but it is 
likely that only three theatres will 
be added in as many different cities. 
all within a radius of 200 miles of 
Mu 

With five theatres in the W-C-S 
group, principals and bulk of chorus 
probably would be changed every 
week, making a rotating policy with 





transportation costs held to mini- 
mum. Under present two-theatre 
line-up, casts have been changed 


about every two weeks at the Apollo 


'and Shubert (Philly). 





NERYDA SUES GAIETY, N. Y. 

Prelim to filing suit against the 
owner and producer of a burlesque 
show at Minsky’s Gaiety, N. Y., last 
December, Marie Newton, dancer, 
professionally Neryda, will ask N. Y, 
Court Justice Lloyd 
Chureh today (Wed.) for an order 
directing the Gim Theatre Corp., 
with Isidore H. Herk to be ques- 
tioned as to who produced the show. 

Proposed suit against Gim and an 
unnamed defendant is based on the 
dancer’s claim that her photograph 
was exhibited outside theatre with- 
out her consent and represented her 
as feature in current performance. 
She claims injury to her rep. 





O’CONNOR’S RUDNICK AWARD 
Edward H, O’Connor, p. a., ob- 


| tained a judgment against Max Rud- 
| nick, manager, in small claims court 


of N. Y. Feb. 20. Amount was not 
specified. 

O’Connor sued for non-payment 
for services in connection with pub- 
licizing the Casino theatr>, Brook- 
lyn, while Rudnick was a partner 
there. 


Pacific Coast Notes 





(Continued from page 52) 


| was on KFRC about four years ago, 


prior to going east. He aired a series 
over NBC recently. 





Wilda Wilson Church, the West's 
pioneer director of radio drama, 
plans to resume air activities again 
following a three-year retirement. 
Now in San Francisco, 





Cliff Engle, ‘Voice of the Exposi- 
tion’ on the new Owl Drugs show 
over the Coast NBC-Red web from 
San Francisco, spent several days in 
Los Angeles last week ballyhooing 
the series of Owl employees. 





Bobb Nichols, of the Nichols ad 
agency in Seattle, in San Francisco 
on business. 





Al and Lee Reiser, off the Ford 
Four-hour rehearsal con- 
flicted with their appearance on 
Ralph Kirberry’s ‘Songs For You’ 
program at 12:30 noon. 


Ray Sinatra’s band is_ being 
groomed for a hotel spot by Roger 
White Agency. Orchestra now on 
Corn Product's ‘Five-Star Revue.’ 





Frances Woodbury, former Broad- 
way actress, who was in the original 
‘Myrt and Marge’ air show, is re- 
turning in the role of Cobina Fen- 


| wick. Been on Coast in films. 


Independent Burlesque 


Week of Feb. 28 
‘Teases and Wheezes’—Rialto. Chicago. 
‘Girls in Toyland’'—Casino—Toronto, 


‘Beef Trust’—Open. 
‘Crazy Quilt'’—Lyric, Allentown, Mon.- 
Tues.: Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.} 


Capitol, Reading, 

Williamsport, ‘Sat. 
‘Twinkle Toes'—Troe, 
‘Top Hat’'—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Swing Baby’—Howard, Boston. 
‘Pepper Pot Revue’—Empire, Newark. 
‘Pardon the Glamour’—Gayety, Wash- 

ington, 
‘Paris By Night’'—Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘Ladies in Lingerie’—Capitol, Toledo. 


Thurs.-Fri.; Majestic, 


Philadelphia. 


‘Merry Maidens’—Gayety, Detroit. 

‘Maids of Manhattan’—Garrick, St. 
Louis, 

‘Monte Carlo Girls'—Casino,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

‘Bozo Snyder’'—Lyric, Bridgeport. 

‘Nothing Sut Dames’ -—— Century, 


Brooklyn, 
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Arizona Collects $35 for Every 20 
~ Feet of Show Truck—Tough Deal 








By BILL RICE 
Bakersfield, Cal., Feb. 19. 

Red Hilderbrand working like mad 
on his show for the opening at Ingel- 
wood the 20th. Will have 12 rides 
and 10 shows. At least 35 conces- 
sions. It-will be a beautiful outfit. 
Five new Chevy semi-trailers have 
been added. Hilderbrand is about the 
only earnie that has a paid gate, but 
he gives the customers plenty of free 
acts to make them like it. 

Fat Alton finally got thawed out 
at Sparks, Nev., and arrived in L.A. 
the 12th with his 20 truck outfit. will 
move 75% of his show on the rail- 
road this season. Has been snow- 
bound for over two months. 

Anfinger & Hoffman Marine Show 
that left Long Beach on the 6th for 
New Orleans was held up for three 
days by high water reaching Yuma, 
Ariz., and then lost another day with 
the Highway Commisison of Arizona 
regarding the tax on the trucks pass- 
ing through the state. It is under- 
stood it finally paid $35 for every 
20 feet of truck or trailer. Pretty 
stiff tax to ride over a highway built 
by the U. S. Govt. Arizona is the 
toughest state in the union for truck 
shows, bar none. 

Shrine Circus to be held at San 
Francisco week of March 13 was sup- 
posed not to have anything in a lot- 
tery way. No car give-away on the 
tickets, no games or concessions but 
that is now in the discard as they 
have booked Crafts Carnival shows 
and rides who are selling space for 
any kind of carnival concession that 
has the money to lay on the line for 
space. This carnival can hardly miss 
with the location they have on the 
Plaza in front of the Civic Audi- 
torium where the circus proper will 
be held. No carnie in the history of 
San Francisco has ever had a location 
like this. The only way the Craft 
outfit can miss is a bad week of 
weather. Foley & Burke Shows have 
always been able to keep everyone 
out of the Bay district before, but 
this is one time a show printer was 
the ‘head man’ and remembered the 
folks that bought paper from him. 
So Craft and Austin are in the sad- 
dle. Ted Metz, who has the side 
show with the Tom Mix Circus, 
looked it over and reports it is the 
best set-up he has ever seen for a 
carnie, 

First Trailer Show 


Los Angeles County Trailer Coach 
Manufacturers are to have the first 
all-trailer show ever held in the U. S. 
about the middle of April. They 
have 48 members who are going to 
town in a big way with their prod- 
uct. In addition there will be an 
accessory exhibit. It is said there 
will be over 100 trailers on exhibi- 
tion. Name bands and big free acts 
will be used. 

Murray Pennock, one of America’s 
all-time great general agents for any 
circus, now with Doc Howe. He may 
be back if all the repofted rail road 
shows take the road. Pennock had 
more cloth put up than any agent 
ever in the racket. 

Eddie Foy, who I knew for years 
and had been back stage to visit the 
night of the Iroquois theatre dis- 
aster, always said his family would 
go to town in the show business. I 
never knew any of the children, but 
I will say that his son, Bryan Foy, 
now a big shot with Warner Bros. is 
a regular guy that at least answers 
your letters. That makes three— 
Pete Smith, Mark Kelly and Foy. 

Bill Curtis, the outstanding boss 
canvas man, who has invented more 
labor saving devices than anyone 
ever with a circus, now with Barnes 
Circus at Baldwin Park. He can’t 
be a day under 70 years, but steps on 
it all day long. He was the hero of 
many a circus clem, but I think one 
of his biggest acts was at Columbia, 
Mo., a college town known to all 
circuses as a tough spot to play. 


Bill was with the John Robinson 
Circus and word came to the lot, that 
they were unable to load the train 
as the firemen opposite the runs put 
a stream of water on the horses as 
they attempted to bring the wagons 
to the runs. Curtis came down and 





looked the situation over, broke into | 
the passenger depot and copped the | 
axe from the emergency box and | 
with this in one hand and a six- 
shooter in the other, waded into the | 
frolicsome firemen with the hose. | 
Driving them away he chopped the | 
nozzle off and chased the firemen 
from the fire house and stood in the 
middle of the street until every 
Wagon was on the train. 

I came there many years after with 
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GARDNER WILSON’S JOB 
ON BARNES-SELLS-FLOTO 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Gardner Wilson has been appoint- 
ed publicity and press chief of the 
new Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto cir- 
cuses by Sam Gumpertz, president 


of the Ringling cycus firm. This fol- 
lows the decision of Gumpertz to 
put on special campaign for the new 
Barnes-S-F shows this coming sea- 





son, especially for midwest and 
southwest dates. 
Last season the Barnes show 


proved to be one of the top money- 
makers in the circus field, and the 
head Ringling office believes that 
the show has additional possibility 
in its new combination. 

Wilson comes into the Barnes 
show setup following a long sojourn 
with Sally Rand, publicizing Miss 
Rand, both on personal appearance 
dates and the Rand units. This 
marks a return to the circus biz for 
Wilson, having been with the Sells- 
Floto show several years ago. 


CHTS PAGEANT 
STARTS LONG 
FIESTA 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Chicago Charter Jubilee begins 
March 4 with a pageant, ‘The Melt- 
ing Pot,’ staged at the Stadium by 
Edward Beck, as a part of the en- 
tertainment to be given as the open- 
ing gun of the celebration which is 
to extend over a period of seven 
months. From then on, events are 
to take place, two or three every 
month, and will be held in Grant 
Park, on the lake front, in Soldiers 
Field, the Stadium, the Coliseum, or 
on Navy Pier. 

Celebration marks the 100th an- 
niversary of the signing of the city’s 
charter, and is being put on, not to 
make money, but to publicize the 
city, its growth, and industries. The 
committees, of which there are 20 
or 30, are all headed by Mayor Ed- 
ward J. Kelly, who has been active 
in instigating and carrying out the 
plans. Assisting him is John Mc- 
Kinley, Chairman of the board of 
Marshall Field’s; and a working 
committee of Barnett Hodes, Irving 
Levy and Captain Jack Riley has 
been set up. 

Events planned include all forms 
of shows, pageantry, religious fes- 
tivals, and sport competition, as well 
as the bringing of the Cook County 
Fair to Chicago. Previous to this, 
the fair has been held at Palatine, 
Ill., and hasn’t received too much 
support from Chicago. 

Just 100,000 to Start 

Celebration is to begin March 4 
with 100,000 people gathering at the 
Stadium and the grounds imme- 
diately outside, to hear and see the 
‘Melting Pot Pageant’ of which 
Major Bowes’ salute over CBS is to 
be a part, and an all-star vaudeville 
show. Following, Chicago will re- 
turn the Major Bowes’ compliment, 
and publicize the jubilee over a na- 
tion-wide radio hook-up. 

Scheduled also for March is an 
Easter morn service to be held at 
the Stadium. Service will include 
pageantry, gigantic singing choruses, 
and impressive ceremonies. 

Throughout the year an outstand- 
ing list of events planned include 
the biggest style show the country 
has seen, a swimming meet of na- 
tional competition, horse show, 
Fourth of July celebration, a 500- 
mile auto race, ice carnival, fur, 
shoe and fashion show, roller derby 
and the Braddock-Louis fight. 











the Cole Bros. Circus (Martin Downs) 
and the students coped one chariot 
that was never recovered, but after 
the fight was over two students were 
dead and many more injured. The 
circus had many of their hands hurt 
but the town folks whooped it up 
for the showmen te club the students 
down. They did this little thing by 
running them up every street and 
alley and even into the college 
dormitories. 





10 Days This Year 


Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 23. 
Southeastern Fair Ass’n has _ se- 
lected Oct. 7 as opening day, event 
to run’10 days instead of seven as 
formerly because Atlanta will cele- 

brate its centennial at same time. 
Rubin & Cherry Shows, which 
winter in Atlanta, will occupy mid- 
way this year, with Gus Suhn Cir- 
cus presenting free acts. before 


grandstand. IMCA daredevils will 
provide thrills for dirt tract auto 
race fans. 





Marshall’s ‘Western 
Olympics’ Competish 
At the Texas Expo 


New fields beckon George 
Marshall, Washington, D. C., laun- 
dryman, sports promoter, and bon 


vivant of the National Capitol. 

While deal has not been initialed, 
virtual agreement has been reached 
whereby Marshall will step out as 
night club entrepreneur and sponsor 
of the first Western Hemisphere 
Olympics. Stunts will be staged at 
the Texas Exposition, which reopens 
for second year shortly. Expo will 
hand Marshall $50,000 for his ser- 
vices. 

The athletic feature involved in 
the proposition would be a Pan- 
American all-star affair, covering 
dozens of sports and patterned as 
closely as possible after the inter- 
national Olympic Games. Participa- 
tion would be open to sprinters, 
hurdlers, swimmers, wrestlers, et al 
of all countries in North and South 
America. 

Known as outstanding personality 
in Washington night life, Marshall 
has engaged in varied activities 
since amassing huge bankroll in the 
laundry business. At one time he 
was publisher of Hearst’s Washing- 
ton Times. He is principal owner 
of professional football team, form- 
erly Boston Redskins which will 
wear Washington colors next fall. 


Ind. Shorts 


(Continued from page 33) 

















the silent era, are now getting steady 
work as directors, 





Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

Standard Oil is making a 16mm 
film at RKO studio with an impos- 
ing list of film talent. Houston 
Branch wrote the screen play from 
original by Homer Croy. 

Picture is purely non-theatrical and 
won't compete with regular commer- 
cial output. Cast includes Robert 
Armstrong, Peggy Shannon, Andy 
Clyde, Kermit Maynard, Si Jenks, 
Paul Fix, Kenneth Harlan, Mary 
Doran and Trixie Rodgeway., Mar- 
shall Neilan is directing. 





French Politics All Upset by 


Rush to Open 37 Expo in Time 





§, AFRICAN EXHIBITION 
OVER: $75,000 IN RED 


Johannesburg, Jan. 29. 

Empire Exhibition closed down 
permanently last week with a deficit 
of $75,000 marked against it. 

Financial loss, however, is dis- 
counted by locals in view of the good 
will gained. 

Exhib is figured to have been a big 
trade boost for South Africa, despite 
the red ink. 


FRISCO EXPO'S 
$3,000,000 U. S. 
B.R. YEN 


Washington, Feb. 23. 
Material advantage in rivalry be- 


tween San Francisco and New York 
in planning for world fairs in 1939 
went to the Pacific Coast metropolis 
this week when bid was made for 
$3,000,000 of Federal money to help 
finance the projected Golden Gate 
Exposition. 

Stealing a march on New York’s 
legmen, Senators Hiram Johnson and 
William G. McAdoo, Friday (19) of- 
fered a joint resolution setting up a 
Federal commission to supervise 
United States participation and help 
coordinate efforts to enlist the sup- 
port of foreign nations. Body, to be 
known as U. S. Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition Commission, 
would consist of Secretary of State 
Hull, Secretary of Agriculture Wal- 
lace, and Secretary of Commerce 
Roper. 

Despite growing Congressional 
antagonism to annual appropriations 
for various celebrations, McAdoo- 
Johnson team asked for allotment 
of $3,000,000 out of the treasury to 
finance perfection of plans and de- 
velopment of exhibits by U. S. de- 
partments. This move headed off 
reported plans of New Yorkers to 
ask for $7,000,000, which has been 
hanging fire for several weeks be- 
cause of political conditions. 

The West Coast measure proposes 
appointment of a $10,000 U. S. com- 
missioner for the expo and appoint- 
ment of an assistant. Body would 
call on different Federal agencies to 
cooperate in framing imposing ex- 
hibits, 














Another Quake Hits Frisco Fair 





Failure of Officials to Show Progress Results 
in a More General Shake-up 





Klein’s Indoorer 


East Liverpool, O., Feb. 23. 
C. A. Klein’s indoor circus unit is 
playing through eastern Ohio, mostly 


in high school auditoriums, under 
the sponsorship of school organiza- 
tions or closely allied groups. Klein 
has assembled a unit made up en- 
tirely of standard circus acts, and 
his program runs better than an 
hour. Personnel includes Nancy 
Darnell, muscle grind; Tinker Toy 
and his Pals, dog and pony act; Car- 
men and Crowley, comedy acrobats; 
Myrtle Meinke, swinging ladder; 
Johnny LaVarre, ‘the little man with 
the big voice;’ Peggy and Jack, song 
and dance team; Barney Arensen, 
tight wire; Jack Malloy and Co., Ro- 
man rings. 

‘Silvers’ Johnson is doing several 
original clown numbers besides pro- 
ducing the clown numbers for the 
unit, 


HAS A SURPLUS 
London, Canada, Feb. 23. 


Western Fair Association, second 
largest in Canada, showed a profit of 
$3,652.53 in its general account for 
1936 in the report just submitted to 
the board of directors. ; 

The board spent $72,776.54 and 
took in $75,776.54. , 


+ 
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San Francisco, Feb. 23. 

General dissatisfaction at the 
progress being made by the 1939 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion and fear of the competition of 
New York’s rival fair has brought 
about the appointment of a new 
board of managers. The appoint- 
ment was made Feb. 18, 

Board members are James B. 
Black, Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 
president; Colbert Coldwell, real es- 
tate man; Kenneth R. Kingsburgy, 
Standard Oil Co, of California, 
president, and J. W. Mailliard, for- 
mer Saon Francisco Chamber ef 
Commerce, president. 

Leland Cutler, expo prexy, now in 
Washington attempting to get three 
million dollars of additional Federal 
money for the fair, was named ex- 
officio members of the new board. 
Cutler has been the active head of 
the fair since its inception. Dur- 
ing his many absences from here 
on trips to Washington and New 
York, his duties have been taken 
over by Colonel J. Franklin Bell, 
executive vice-prexy. The new board 
will take some of the power away 
from Cutler, who is said to be too 
busy to take care of the many duties 
which are constantly falling on his 
shoulders. - 

A new man, not naw with the 


Paris, Feb. 14. 
Question of whether the 1937 Ex- 
position, planned to be the biggest 
blow out this town has given itself 


‘this century, will open on time, May 


1, has carried top attention here for 
the past two weeks with the press, 
Edmond Labbe, general commis- 
sioner for the expo, Premier Leon 
Blum and even President Lebrun 
all having a say on the matter. 

Undercover man in the mix-up 
was Leon Jouhaux, big boss o f the 
French Federation of Labor, who 
held the upper hand because his or- 
ganization has the last say about 
many conditions under which labor- 
ers now busy on the exposition will 
turn up for work. 

Question of a strike was never ap- 
proached, but no few strings were 
pulled to get the press with its vari- 
colored political leanings to emit 
harmonious propaganda about the 
actual state of things. 

Dailies Started It 

‘Grande discussion,’ which ended 
with Premier Leon Blum making 
a personal appeal to the workers on 
the fair grounds, started when right 
papers made loud noises to the effect 
that the work could never be fin- 
ished by the time set because of the 
40-hour working week and because 
the unions would not. let men work 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Then Labbe stepped in with a 
come-hither call to the entire press. 
Stating that Franee’s honor was at 
stake before the whole world and 
that visitors who arrived for the 
opening day could not be disap- 
pointed, he continued: ‘We have a 
solemn rendezvous with the nations. 
What situation -would we be in if 
we were not ready to receive the 
guests whom we have invited?’ 

Labbe’s appeal did not have the 
desired effect. Adverse publicity 
continued to appear and especially 
were attacks directed at the C.G.T. 
for not allowing the men to put in 
extra hours so the work could 
progress faster. 


Premier’s Appeal 


It was then that a big pow-wow 
was called at the Hotel Matignon, 
Premier’s official residence, between 
government officials, Labbe, and 
union representatives, where an 
agreement was reached concerning 
extra hours, Saturday and Sunday 
work and the hiring of more men. 

Last December, 4,300 men were 
working on the buildings, 5,300 in 
January and 8,200 on Feb. 5. It was 
agreed that this nnmber would be 
increased to permit two and some- 
times three shifts of men to be kept 
busy. 

In the meantime President Lebrun, 
at a dinner given for the press, 
stressed that need of giving the cor- 
rect facts and, in polite but firm 
language, deplored the appearance of 
unkind news. 

All this was topped by a mammoth 
meeting on the expo grounds, where 
Blum spoke to the workers. Telling 
them that the eyes of the whole 
‘world were upon them, and that it 
was necessary for them to work 
Saturdays and Sundays to complete 
the job, Blum, saying he had come to 
them as a comrade as well as head of 
the government, asked the workers 
to complete the buildings in time so 
they could stand as a witness of what 
French workmen can do. 

He also did not miss the chance of 
pointing out that May 1, day of the 
scheduled opening, had, for the last 
50 years, been celebrated as Labor 
Day, and now the workers could 
really celebrate the opening of the 
Expo as a triumph of their accom- 
plishments. 





Dorton Is Prez 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 23. 

Dr. J. E. Dorton, of Shelby, was 
unanimously selected to manage the 
North Carolina State Fair following 
an all-day meeting of the State 
Board of Agriculture last week. 

Dr. Dorton is president of the 
North Carolina Association of Agri- 
cultural Fairs, and was one of six 
applicants for the job. He has 
operated the Cleveland County Fair, 
at Shelby, for several years. 





Dickering for Sparks 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 
Howard Barry is dickering with 
Ringling Bros. for the, Sparks-Rob- 
inson outfit. 





fair, will be made executive man- 
ager of the fair, according to rumor. 


May get it by the looks of things 
at present. 


by samme og 
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“Yeah, well don’t tell 
Butterworth, or he'll be 
bumming a ride on our 
trapeze!” 







“Hey Fred, it’s all over 
Hollywood ... our new 
picture’s a terrific hit!” 









“Uh, no need for worry, 
Carole ... ’'m giving 
the, uh, necessary push 

and stuff!” 
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PAROLE LOMBARD FRED MacKUHRAY 


“SWI HIGH, SWINE LOM 


with 
Charles Butterworth + Jean Dixon 


Dorothy Lamour * Harvey Stephens 
Five Song Hits: A Paramount Picture + Directed by Mitchell Leisen 


“[ Hear a Call to Arms”’ 


“Then It Isn’t Love” 
°p 
























anamania’,° Spring Is 
In the Air” and “Swing 
High. Swing Low.” 
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